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INTRODUCTION.

During a recent period of confinement by illness, the

recollections of my early intercourse with Richard Cobden,

and with the affairs of the Anti-Corn-Law League, were

frequently and vividly crossing my mind; and at length 1

concluded to commit to writing some account of the pro-

ceedings in which I had been engaged, in order that my sons

and daughters who are now living, and who at the time I have

indicated were mere children, might derive some interest

from a review of the stirring events of the period referred to.

The narrative which I prepared was shown to my friend,

Sir Thomas Bazley, Bart., M.P., and he expressed gratifica-

tion to find that I had succeeded in placing on record many of

the details of a struggle of national importance, the remem-
brance of which was in danger of passing away; and he

strongly advised that I should arrange the subject in chapters,

extend it, and allow it to be published. To this I have con-

sented ; and in offering it to the public, I desire to apologise

for any apparent display of egotism, which, however allowable

in a communication addressed to one's own family, is hardly so

pardonable when addressed to the pubHc generally.

HENRY ASHWORTH.
The Oaks,

Bolton, 1876.





INTRODUCTION TO SECOND EDITION.

The very kind reception accorded to my book both by

my friends and the general pubUc, and the favourable

notices which it has received from the press, have induced

me to listen to the advice of those who urged that I should

bring out a second edition. I have, however, made no material

alterations or additions, either in the matter or the form of the

book, because I wished it to retain the character implied by

its title—that of being personal recollections of Cobden and

the League. It was not originally intended to be a complete

history of the Anti-Corn-Law movement, nor a full biography

of Mr. Cobden ; and I have made no attempt to make this

second edition fulfil either of those objects. Those who wit-

nessed—still more, those who took part in—that great struggle,

become fewer every day, and there seems to me a growing

disposition to ignore the services rendered to this country

—

—nay, to the world—by the League. Nor can I, in the face

of very recent utterances and declarations by public men, such

as Lord Bateman and others, fail to see that the old fallacies

of Protection still Unger in our midst, that the " snake has been

only scotched, not killed." If by the publication of these

Recollections I may help in my old age to refute those fallacies

against which I fought in former days, I shall feel myself

amply rewarded.

In conclusion, I wish to express my sincere thanks to all

those friends—too numerous to mention by name—who have

so kindly pointed out to me errors or omissions in the first

edition, all of which, I hope, have been carefully corrected in

the present one.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF
COBDEN AND THE LEAGUE,

CHAPTER I.

Origin of the Corn Law—Large Imports and Low Prices at the Peace
of 1815—Riotous Meetings in London and elsewhere—Peterloo

—

Hunt, Healey, Johnson, and Bamford—Customs and Excise Duties
in 1 8 19—The Sliding Scale—Manchester Chamber of Commerce on
Protection.

This narrative is not intended as a complete history of the

Anti-Corn-Law League, but I hope it may furnish to the

future historian many matters of interest which would other-

wise escape his notice.

In the first instance, I will endeavour to explain how the

Corn Law originated, and what has since been disclosed as to

the design of its enactment. In the time of the first Napoleon
this country was engaged in a French war, which extended
over a great many years, and finally terminated in 1815. The
army and navy were, during that struggle, largely provisioned

from home, and as we had a series of bad harvests, and as

the war had cut off all our supplies of grain from abroad, the

scarcity and dearness of food bordered upon a state of famine.

In this emergency recourse was had to the use of barley,

rye, and oats, for cheapening the necessary supply of bread

to the poor ; and by way of promoting economy of consump-
tion, it was enacted that bread should not be sold by the

tradesmen until it had been at least twenty-four hours out of

the oven, and thus rendered somewhat stale, and less liable

to cut to waste. Such a law may appear very strange to us

;

but in proof that it really existed and was enforced, the fol-

B
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lowing extract may be referred to:—"In the year 1800 a

baker was convicted before the magistrates at the New
Bailey, Manchester, for selling bread before it had been
baked twenty-four hours, and paid the penalty of five pounds
and costs."—See "Memorials of Manchester Streets," Sutcliffe,

1874.

In 1810 wheat was 115/ri per quarter; from 1801 to 1818
the price averaged 84/-; whilst in the 20 years ending 1874 it

averaged only 5 2/- per quarter.

I well remember, when a very little boy, how I often felt

distressed when poor people came to my father's door asking

for alms, and bewailing very piteously that their children were
" clemming " (famishing).

The cry of starvation was everywhere heard amongst the

working-classes, and tradesmen of all kind suffered severely;

whilst the only well-to-do people were the farmers and the

landlords.

As soon as the war was over, and our ports were opened
for the reception of foreign grain, prices came down rapidly.

Then the landlords took alarm, and appealed to Parliament

10 resist the importation of foreign grain, which, they asserted,

would be the ruin of the English farmers.

They insisted that in this country the costs of cultivation

were extremely heavy as compared with those of foreign pro-

ducers of grain, and that therefore the British farmer must
receive protection in order to prevent his ruin.

Hence a Parliament, composed mostly of landlords, pro-

ceeded, in 1815, to enact the Corn Law, which excluded foreign

wheat, except at high rates of duty, until the market price

should reach 80/- per quarter ; and other kinds of grain, until

there was a proportionate elevation in prices.

The discussions in Parliament on this question made a
great impression, and led to a wide-spread sympathy, and to

the belief that there was need of a measure, which, according

to its advocates, would preserve our agriculture from ruin,

and be at the same time a provision against famine. But by
many thoughtful and patriotic people this law was viewed with

intense dislike, and was characterised as an atrocious fraud.

The following was the protest of seven noble lords on
the passing of the Corn Law of 181 5 :

—

We cannot persuade < u >;elves that this law will ever contribute to

produce plenty, cheapness, or steadiness of price. So long as it operates
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at all, its effects must be quite the opposite of these. Monopoly is the

parent of scarcity, of clearness, and of uncertainty. To cut off any of the

sources of supply can only tend to lessen its abundance ; to close against

ourselves the cheapest market for any commodity must enhance the price at

which we purchase it ; and to confine the consumer of corn to the produce
of his own country, is to refuse to ourselves the benefit of that provision

which Providence itself has made for equalising to man the variations of

season and of climate.

The fact was that after the great French war, when the

prices of produce were rapidly falling, and when either rents

ought to have been lowered, or the methods of cultivation Q
improved, the Corn Law was passed by the landlords in order

^^
to keep out foreign corn and to maintain high rents ;* and
many of the common people saw, or thought they saw, what
would be the effect; for whilst the Legislature was engaged,

in the discussion of the question, the people of London became
riotous, and the walls were chalked with invectives such as,

"Bread or Blood!" "Guy Fawkes for ever!" &c. A loaf,

steeped in blood, was placed on Carlton House (the residence

of the Prince Regent). The houses of some of the most un-

popular of the promoters of the measure were attacked by
the mob. At Lord Eldon's house the iron railings were torn

up, whilst every pane of glass and many articles of furniture

were broken and destroyed ; and it was facetiously remarked
that at last his lordship kept open house. The military were

called out, and two persons were killed ; the Houses of Parlia-

ment were guarded by soldiers; and, indeed, the whole of

London appeared to be in possession of the army.

In various parts of the country similar disturbances pre-

vailed
;
provision shops were plundered; machinery (which was

supposed to be robbing the. people of employment) was

destroyed ; and the people were frantic.

Large popular meetings were held at Spa Fields, in London

;

public meetings were also held at Birmingham, and in many
other parts of the kingdom ; thus giving expression to the in-

dignation felt by the people at the injustice that was being

practised upon them.

Many of these meetings were addressed by Mr. Henry
Hunt, an orator of remarkable abiUty, who afterwards became
the adopted leader of a great popular demonstration in favour

of Corn Law repeal and of the reform of Parliament.

* In 1816 the price of wheat wai 103s. 7d. ; in 181 7, lO/ts. ; and in

the same year it went up to 112s. 8d. per quarter.

1^ 2
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In Manchester, and in other parts of Lancashke, the
exasperation of the people induced them to incur no little

personal danger.

In some of the towns and popular localities the operatives

having in view a large aggregate meeting to be held on St.

Peter's field in Manchester, submitted themselves to marching
discipline, in order, as was said, to promote a more imposing
display when passing along the public highway and through
the streets of Manchester.

' PETERLOO.
On the morning of the i6th of August, 1819, large proces-

sions of country people, four or five abreast, were seen passing

through the streets of Manchester, on their way to St. Peter's

field. It was observed that they were very jubilant, and were
carrying banners denoting the districts to which they belonged,
and setting forth the objects they had in view, such as "Uni-
versal Suffrage," "Annual Parliaments," "Vote by Ballot,"
" No Corn Laws," &c.

The writings of the late William Cobbett were at this time
very popular, and he was deemed a great political authority.

He directed the attention of his readers to the most flagrant

evidences of misgovernment, and advised them to plead simply
for Parliamentary reform. He admitted that the Com Law
was a great injustice, but asserted that the reform of Parliament
was the only reliable remedy for that and for other evils ; and
hence the various objects of the meeting as set forth by the

mottoes on the banners carried to St. Peter's Field.

The entire assembly, as they appeared before the platform

in St. Peter's Field (now the site of the Free Trade Hall), was
computed at sixty thousand persons.

The object of the meeting was regularly announced by the

chairman, and the proceedings were formally commenced, and,

so far as 1 am aware, it has never even been alleged that any-

thing was said or done by the speakers with the intention to

offend or intimidate any of the constituted authorities. How-
ever, a number of county justices had conceived that the meet-
ing was an occasion of alarm, and having placed themselves in

a private house fronting the assembly, one of them (Mr. William

Hulton), in an excited moment, proceeded to read the Riot

Act from an open window. Sufficient time was not allowed

after the reading of the Riot Act to enable so large an assembly
to disperse of their own accord, before a regiment of yeomanry
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cavalry, then lying in ambush, was ordered by the magistrates

to disperse them. The yeomanry rode into the midst of the

crowd, unresisting and helpless as they were, trampling with

their horses upon the people, and smiting them indiscriminately

with their swords. Amongst a great number of other injuries

thus inflicted, a man named Wheeler received a severe sabre

wound on his head, and his wife at the same time had one of

her breasts cut off. This man was an active Radical for many
years afterwards.

Mr. Henry Hunt and his associates were at once appre-

hended, and carried away as prisoners to the New Bailey, on a

charge of high treason. A few days afterwards, by advice from

the law officers of the Crown, the charge of high treason was

abandoned, and the prisoners were then committed to Lancaster

Castle on the minor charge of conspiracy. Eventually, they

were again removed, and ordered to take their trials at the

York Assizes, where they were convicted, as a matter of course,

and Mr. Hunt was sentenced to be imprisoned for two years

and a half in Ilchester Gaol, and Messrs. Healey, Johnson, and
Bamford, for one year each in the gaol at Lincoln.

This abominable affair, afterwards very properly designated

the " Peterloo Massacre," has been fully described and com-
mented upon by various writers, and no doubt the intolerance

and barbarity of the proceeding will ever be remembered and
spoken of with indignation and abhorrence.

For nearly twenty years following this popular display on
St. Peter's Field the operative classes continued to be strug-

gling for mere life; but whilst they often murmured at the

injustice of law-made famine, they showed no marks of open
resistance to the authorities.

The trading operations of the merchants and manufacturers

were held in check by want of confidence, and the spirit of

commercial adventure was consequently inactive. Trading
capital was not very abundant, and such transactions as were

effected were largely based on bills of exchange, involving

considerable risk. In short, the trade of the country was ham-
pered, not only with the burden of the Corn Law, but also

with customs and excise duties, which bore heavily upon almost

every article in common use. The import duty on raw cotton

was, in 1819, 5-1 6d. per lb. The weekly consumption of

cotton at this time was 8,980 bales, of 258 lbs. each ; whilst in

1874 the weekly consumption of cotton was 62,460 bales, of
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393 lbs. each. The excise on cotton prints was, in some cases,

in 1819, as much as 12/6 per piece.

The duty on raw cotton was, previously to 1831, 6 per cent,

ad valorem, and in that year it was raised to 5/10 per cwt., in

order to recoup the revenue in part for the loss on the repeal

of the duty on printed cottons ; but as such a duty seriously

affected the import of inferior species of cotton, and the prices

of coarse goods, it was reduced in 1833 to 2/1 1 per cwt. The
above applies only to foreign-grown cotton : the duty on cotton
from a British possession was only 4d. per cwt. It is reported
that in 1836-7 the duty on cotton yielded ;£44o,332.

The duty on printed calicoes was imposed to protect the
manufacture of linen and woollen stuffs ; and in 1721 a statute

was passed, imposing a penalty of ^^ upon the vvearer, and
of ;£"2o upon the seller, of a piece of printed calico. Fifteen

years later this statute was modified, and calicoes manufactured
in Great Britain were allowed to be worn, " provided the warp
thereof was made entirely of linen yarn."

The introduction of Arkwright's inventions produced a

great change in the cotton manufacture; and in 1774 printed

goods, wholly made of cotton, were made lawful wear, subject,

however, to a duty of 3d. a yard, which was raised to 3^d. a
yard in 1806. This Act continued in force down to 1831.

Mr. Poulett Thomson, M.P., denounced the Act, and, referring

to a report ofa Parliamentary Committee of 1828, which stated

that it was "partial and oppressive, and that its repeal was
most desirable," he pointed to the absurdity of its being main-
tained for a nett revenue of ^£^599,669, to procure which a

gross tax was imposed of £2,oig,'j^'j. These figures, more-
over (1828), understated the cost of collection; for, assuming
the rate of the collection for the excise to be 5 per cent, there

was a cost of 20 per cent, of the nett produce for collection and
charges. Mr. Poulett Thomson also stated, on the authority

of inquiries he had made, that the increased cost to the manu-
facturer arising out of hindrances to his trade was fully five per

cent, upon the whole quantity made; or, in other words, for the

exaction of a duty of ^£"600,000 there was an additional amount
of two sums of ;^i 00,000 each levied on the public. He
further pointed out the inequalities of the tax, which was levied

on the square yard at 3jd. : the duty on a piece of calico

selling at 6d.— duty paid—was therefore just as much as on
that which was worth 5s. a yard. A duty of 100 or 150 per
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cent, was thus levied upon the clothes of the poor, whilst the

rich, who purchased the finest kind, paid only from lo to 15

per cent.* Customs duties were levied upon almost all

foreign articles, especially on cotton, sugar, and timber ; and
the exciseman was practically placed in charge over many of

our industrial occupations, such as calico-printing, brick-making,

glass-making, soap-making, &c. In this way the most important
pursuits of commerce were fettered in their action, being sub-

jected at almost every process to the control of men who knew
nothing of the exigencies of business, and who were not inte-

rested in its success. In the year 1820 these difficulties and
annoyances led a number of the most influential of the mer-

chants and manufacturers of Manchester to establish a

"Chamber of Commerce," where they might discuss their

grievances, and from which they might appeal to Parliament,

or to the executive government, with a view to obtain relief.

Of course, as heavy import duties always lead to smuggling, and
heavy excises on the manufacture of spirituous liquors lead to

illicit distilling, so heavy excises on textile and other occupa-

tions would be met by unscrupulous tradesmen by devices for

their evasion. Thus tales were in circulation amongst calico-

printers about good dinners being prepared for the visits of

the exciseman, and the borrowing and free use of his stamp by
the warehousemen, whilst he was in the enjoyment of some
good old port ; and no doubt similar transactions would occur in

each of the various trades which suffered under the burden of

excise. Indeed, we have it on the authority of Parliamentary

returns, that the number of pasteboard and cardboard makers
who paid duty before the repeal of the excise on paper was
considerably less than the total number of manufacturers of

pasteboard ; and the explanation is very easy. When a lot of

paper was proposed to be converted into pasteboard or card-

board, it was placed in a damp apartment ; and when it had
absorbed sufficient moisture, the exciseman was sent for to

weigh it. After the conversion into pasteboard or cardboard by
the addition of paste, it was put into an oven, and when it was
completely dry, the exciseman was again sent for, and of course

he found it lighter than before the addition of the paste, and
there was therefore no extra excise to pay. Honest men

* Mr. Poulett Thomson spoke against this tax on March 26, 1830, and
its abolition was proposed and carried by Lord Althorp, in his first budget,
in 1831.
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were at a disadvantage, and mutual aid and counsel were a

necessity.

Regardless, however, of the public demonstrations of dis-

like to the Corn and Provision Laws, the Legislature persisted

in upholding the most stringent provisions thereof until the

year 1828, when the duties on the importation of grain were

adjuste3~~by a sliding scale, in accordance with the average

prices in the English market. /The following abstract may
serve to denote the provisions ol" the amended Law :

—

When the average price of wheat was 36s. the duty was 50s. 8d. per qr.

46s. ,, 40s. 8d. ,,

56s. ,, 30s. 8d. ,,

62s. ,, 24s. 8d. ,,

72s. ,, 28. 8d. ,,

73s. „ IS. od. „

It was soon found that, as a means of protection to the

British farmer, the operation of the sliding scale of duties was
scarcely less effective in deterring imports of grain than the

previous law, which absolutely excluded wheat until it reached

80/- per quarter.

The Act certainly provided that foreign grain might at any
time be imported and be held in bond till the duty was paid

—

a provision under which it was expected to be stored until the

price should be high, and the duty low ; but the expenses

attendant upon warehousing and preserving it from injury by
keeping, were usually looked upon as an undesirable or even
dangerous investment of a merchant's capital.

The following may serve as a practical illustration of the

operation of the new enactment upon an importer of grain :

—

Let it be supposed that, following an unfavourable season,

the average price of wheat in the English market had become
73/- per quarter, and the import duty consequently one shilling

per quarter. This low duty would attract the notice of the

merchant, and induce him to refer to the prices of wheat abroad.

If he concluded to send out orders, the operation had to be
hastened in order to escape payment of a higher rate of duty

on arrival, in consequence of earlier arrivals inducing lower

prices and higher duties, at the instance of other importers.

He would not consider it safe, under these circumstances, to

make his outgoing remittance in manufactures or home produce,

lest the delay in the sale of such produce abroad should cause
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his import of wheat to arrive (in an extreme case) when, in

, consequence of other large imports, it was worth only 36/ a

quarter, and when the duty to be paid would be 50/8, making
the total cost price to the importer 86/8 a quarter. With such

an array of hazards before him, a large adventure might be his

ruin. He might, however, take his chance of making a profit

by sending out gold^ the effect of which would be to facilitate

his purchases of grain abroad, and, at the same time, to derange

our currency, instead of increasing our exports of manufactures.

At a meeting of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce,
December 28, 1839, Mr. J. B. Smith, the President, said that

owing to the prevalence of wet weather during the present

season, and the deficient harvests of 1838 and 1839, the price

of wheat had reached 73/- per quarter, and that a large im-

portation would probably be the result. Foreign exchanges

had already fallen in consequence of the demand for bills to

remit to the Continent in payment for grain, and the Funds
also had declined from the same cause. Every experienced

and intelligent person could foresee that a large amount of

gold would be required to pay for foreign corn during the suc-

ceeding spring. The drain of gold, on this account, led the

Bank of England shortly afterwards to incur the discredit of

borrowing two millions sterling from the Bank of France, and
the rate of interest rose to the then unprecedented amount of

six per cent., whilst many articles of produce fell to extremely

low prices. The losses incurred by British merchants trading

to distant markets were in many cases ruinous, their agents

abroad having entered into extensive engagements before the

news of the revulsion in prices had reached them. In China,

purchases of tea and silk were made at old rates, after the

prices of those articles had fallen in the home market, some

30, 40, or even 50 per cent. But the heavy pecuniary losses

incurred by our capitalists were a minor evil compared with

the moral and social injuries inflicted upon the labouring

classes. Mr. John Brooks, a well-known manufacturer and
merchant, had to lament that many of those in his employment
were obliged to apply to the parish for relief; and he enu-

merated 35 classes of goods which he had imported from
various parts of the world, upon which his losses had varied

from 20 to 58 per cent, and which had averaged 37J per cent,

amounting to a total loss of ;£"i 20,000; and Mr. Cobden
expressed his belief that the losses ofmembers of that Chamber
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since the year 1835 would amount to a million and a half ster-

ling.
^

The Chairman remarked that under a natural system of
trade no sudden drain of specie would occur in payment for

corn, any more than in payment for tea, cotton, or silk ; and
Mr. Cobden added, " If the Landlord Parliament would allow
our starving manufacturers to take charge of their own affairs,

they would soon bring about an exchange of their industry for

foreign food, without creating any disturbance of our currency."
Moreover, he said, " That he should account it a reproach to

the intelligence of those who saw these sufferings, and were
cognisant of the cause, if they could remain passive, and not
attempt their removal."

The President and Directors of the Chamber of Commerce
did not fail, from time to time, to plead with impatient urgency
for the repeal of the Corn Law, the import duty upon raw
cotton, and the excise on cotton prints, as well as many other

fiscal burthens which were pressing heavily upon industry.

At this time the generality of commercial people under-
stood very little of the doctrines of political economy, and
publications such as Adam Smith's " Wealth of Nations " had
been but little read. But as early as the year 1820 a con-
siderable amount of public interest was temporarily created by
the publication of a petition to Parliament embodying the

elements of Free Trade, which had been drawn up by Mr.
^lomas Tpqke, an eminent London merchant, and which had
rec'eived'the signatures of nearly all the leading bankers and
merchants of the City of London.

A recognition of sound views of political economy also ap-

peared occasionally in Parliamentary discussions, and attention

was thus being gradually drawn to the injustice of class legisla-

tion. The system of Protection began to be more generally

understood, and from about the year 1830 it was occasionally

assailed by some portion of the public press, and by a good
many literary men. Two officials of the Board of Trade

—

namely, Mr. J. D. Hume and Mr. G. R. Porter—wrote very

strongly in condemnation of Protection, as did also Mr. Ricardo,

Dr., afterwards Sir, John Bowring, Bart, Mr. Thomas Tooke,
and some others ; but the most persistent and most effective

writer on these subjects was Col., afterwards General, Perronet

Thompson, whose essays in the Westminster Review^ and
"Corn Law Catechism " (1829) exposed the Corn Law as a
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flagrant scheme of the landlords to enrich themselves by a

legal authority which oppressed all other portions of the com-
munity.

Agricultural protection, as exhibited by the Corn Law,
would, however, have been very incomplete without the ad-

dition of the Provision Laws. By these laws the importation

of foreign cattle and foreign meat were strictly prohibited.
|

Butter and lard were, indeed, allowed to be imported, but they

were not to be used as food; and in order to provide against

any infraction of the law, the officers at the custom-houses

were employed to ^^ spoil" these articles on their arrival, by
smearing them with a tarred stick. They could then be used
only as grease for wheels or for the smearing of sheep.

With bread purposely made dear, with the import of cattle

and of fresh meat prohibited, and with lard and butter wilfully

reduced from articles of food to grease for wheels, there is no
difficulty in accounting for the frequent murmurs of discontent,

and for the starvation among the poorer classes in every part

of the kingdom. Soup kitchens were opened almost every

winter, and coals and clothing gratuitously distributed in many
places ; but such palliatives were regarded with derision by all

who understood the true causes of the evil. Such help was
scorned, and a cry for justice was raised ; scarcity was said to »

be created by Act of Parliament, in order to be mitigated by \

philanthropy.



CHAPTER 11.

Early Free Trade Movements by Mr. Hume, Mr. Whitmore, and Mr.
Villiers—Mr. Cobden's Early Days—The British Association in

1837—National Education— The Municipal Corporations Act

—

Incorporation of Bolton and Manchester—Mr. Bright as a Public
Speaker.

From "The Life and Times of Viscount Palmerston," vol. 3,

chapter 45, we learn that in the year 1826 Mr. Hume, and in

1832 Mr. Whitmore, moved resolutions in the House of Com-
mons against the Corn Law, as operating unfavourably on
trade ; and in 1834 Mr. Hume initiated a two nights' debate
on the subject, and expressed his confident behef that the

manufactures of this country might be doubled or trebled if

the Com Law was repealed. The system of Protection ap-

peared to him so mischievous, that he considered the very

name of a protecting duty ought to be blotted out. Of course

Mr. Hume argued in vain.

In March, 1838, the Hon. C. Pelham Villiers moved for an
inquiry into the operations of the Corn Law. The House refused

to inquire; indeed, it would scarcely listen. In 1839 Mr.
Villiers moved that certain petitioners should be heard at the

bar of the House, when Sir Robert Peel, as well as the then

Ministry, opposed the motion.

Again Mr. Villiers returned to the charge, and took bolder

ground. On this occasion he prayed for no inquiry : he as-

sumed that the Corn Law had a disastrous effect upon all

classes in the land, and he continued :
—" Is their position in

keeping, I would ask the landlords of this country, with their

duty to the community, and do they see no signs in the

present times that should make them pause before they deter-

mine to maintain a system opposed by the industry, the intel-

ligence, the commerce, and the masses of this country, and
which they cannot possibly, beyond a limited time, expect to

retain?" The debate lasted five nights, and was well sustained,

Mr. O'Connell, and many other gentlemen, speaking in favour
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of the resolution. On the fourth night, Sir Robert Peel deT
livered a remarkably powerful speech in opposition to the mo-\
tion, and Mr. Villiers again found himself defeated. *

A meeting of merchants and manufacturers was held in

Manchester, in 1838, to consider how the repeal of the Com
Laws could be obtained. The Liberal press also began about
this time more generally to aid the cause. Mr. A. Prentice,

the Editor of the Manchester Times ; Mr. Weir, of the Glasgow
ArguSj and afterwards of the Daily News ; Col. Thompson

;

Ebenezer Elliott, the Corn Law Rhymer ; and last, not least,

Richard Cobden—were now in the field.

The mention of Mr. Cobden's name demands that we
glance at the career of this truly illustrious man.

At the farm-house of Dunford, near Midhurst, on the 3rd

of June, 1804, Richard Cobden was born. His father farmed
his own land; and in the Grammar School of Midhurst
Cobden received most, if not all, of the scholastic training with

which he was ever favoured. Mr. Cobden senior died early,

and the boy was taken to London by an uncle named Part-

ridge, and placed in his warehouse. In time he became a

commercial traveller, and in 1832 took up his residence in

Manchester, and commenced business on his own account.

The fortunes of the house rapidly progressed; and Mr. Cobden
had no sooner settled in Manchester than he became a man of

mark. Perhaps the first thing that brought him prominently
into public notice was his earliest and, in some respects, most
able, pamphlet on " England, Ireland, and America," published

in 1835-6. In„i838 an Anti-Corn-Law Association was formed
in the manufacturing districts. The late Dr. Bowring was en-

terTained at a public dinner in Blackburn, and a number of

Free Traders met him in Manchester, when he denounced the

Corn Law in very severe language. Mr. A. W. Paulton, a

young medical student, who had signalised himself by deliver-

ing an excellent lecture at Bolton on the Com Law, also

came to Manchester, and in an address delivered there, de-

clared that the Association was established on the same
righteous principle as the Anti-Slavery Society. He was after-

wards editor and one of the proprietors of the Manchester
Exa?nt?ier and Times newspaper.

I had read the pamphlets of the Manchester manufacturer,

but my personal acquaintance with Mr. Cobden commenced
in the year 1837. Being at the Union Club, in Manchester,
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my friend, Mr. S. D. Darbishire, informed me that Mr. Cobden,
who was also present, was desirous to be introduced to me,
and his first salutation was, " I am very glad to make your
acquaintance. I have heard of you whilst in Egypt, and
having just now returned from that country, I have been
anxious to secure your friendship." It appeared that, whilst

in Egypt, he had met with Mr. John Haworth, a young man
who had formerly been in my employment, and who had ac-

cepted an appointment from the Pacha of Egypt (Mehemet
Ali) to take charge of his cotton mills at Boulac, near Cairo,

and that Haworth had shown some attention to Mr. Cobden
by accompanying him to the Pyramids, the Sphynx, and to other

objects of interest. Our intercourse soon became frequent and
intimate, and in the autumn of that year Mr. Cobden accom-
panied me to the annual meeting of the British Association,

which was then being held at Liverpool. At one of these

meetings I read a paper on the Preston strike of cotton spin-

ners, giving a summary of the proceedings, and an estimate of

the pecuniary losses involved to the employers, to the work-
people, to the shopkeepers, and to the town generally. The
reading of this paper brought together a good many political

economists, and amongst them Mr. G. R. Porter of the Board
of Trade, the author of " The Progress of the Nation," with a

number of his friends who were attending the Association.

During our intercourse with these gentlemen the subjects

of the Corn Law, Protection, and Monopoly, were frequently

under discussion, and were denounced as the great hindrances

to commercial progress in this country, more especially the

Com Law, as being the most flagrant, and the sustaining but-

tress of the whole fabric of legislative monopoly. Mr. Cobden
and I, being members of the Manchester Chamber of Com-
merce, had often conferred together upon the mischievous in-

fluence of the Corn Law ; but the discussions raised by Mr.

Porter and his friends so aroused his feelings, that it became
almost a constant topic of conversation with him ; and one
evening, after a soiree at the Liverpool Town Hall, he stopped

suddenly, as we were walking quietly at midnight up Pembroke
Place, and with some abruptness, said : "I'll tell you what we
will do; we'll use the Chamber of Commerce for an agitation

to repeal the Corn Law." My reply was that it could not be
done, that the rules of the Chamber would not admit of it, and
that the subscriptions to tlie Chamber would be inadequate for



MR. COBDENS EARLY DAYS. 1

5

the purpose ; therefore the agitation, if undertaken, must be
independent, and must be provided with funds raised for the

special purpose. He seemed disappointed, and said, *' Well,

my income is so safe, that I would not give any one 5 per
cent, to assure it, and I am determined to put forth my strength

for the repeal of these Corn and Provision Laws."* In speak-
ing of Mr. Cobden's income, I am reminded of what he told

me of his business history. He said that whilst with his uncle,

Mr. Partridge, in Watling Street, London, selling cotton prints,

he was frequently rebuked for learning his French lessons in

early mornings in his bed-room, and generally for making a
study of books, all of which his uncle thought gave no promise
of advantage to a man of business.

Mr. Cobden afterwards became associated in business

pursuits with two other young men, Mr. Gillett and Mr.
Foster, of London, and they agreed to make a partnership

adventure. They travelled to Manchester together, outside a
stage coach called " The Peveril of the Peak," and lodged at

the Albion Hotel, Piccadilly ; and after breakfast the following

morning they obtained from the waiter the " Manchester
Directory," and, referring to the head of " Calico Printers," took
out the names of the various firms engaged in that trade, and
appropriated them by turns in succession, for each of them
to wait upon with a view to business. The name of Mr.
Fort fell to Mr. Cobden, and he in due course visited the

print works, near CHtheroe, and presented himself to Mr.

John Fort, the principal. After a long conversation on the

subject of business, Mr. Fort invited Mr. Cobden to his

residence, at Read Hall, to dinner. Whilst on the way

* It is very likely that Mr. Cobden, whilst speaking thus confidently of
his own income, and in expressing his determination to undertake a
crusade against Protection, thought trade generally very unsafe so long as

it was not free ; and that he very much under-estimated the time, the
labour, the expense, the anxiety, and the personal sacrifice, involved in a
struggle against the richest and most powerful class in the land.

He had to excite the feelings of the people in opposition to the existing

laws (at all times a very dangerous process) ; he had to point out that these

laws were enacted for the special benefit of the great landowners ; and this

could hardly be done without exciting anger against them as individuals.

In looking back upon the work then practically commenced, and counting

the odds—on the one side, a few comparatively unknown and uninfluential

men ; and on the other, almost the entire ruling class of the country— it

seems wonderful that even a seVen years' struggle, and the expenditure of

nearly half a million of money, should have prevailed.
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there, the horse fell, and they were both thrown out of the
gig, Mr. Cobden escaping unhurt ; but Mr. Fort, who was a
bulky, heavy man, fell upon his face, which was blackened as

well as bruised by the cinder road. Mr. Cobden succeeded in

obtaining the agency for the sale of Mr. Fort's cotton prints,

and the firm of " Gillett, Foster, and Cobden," of London,
soon commended themselves by their assiduity in his interest.

They afterwards became the proprietors of Mr. Fort's print

works, at Sabden, and it was from the successful pursuit of
this business at Manchester and Sabden, that Mr. Cobden
was enabled so confidently to estimate a continuance of his

then large income.

After leaving Liverpool and the British Association, Mr.
Cobden and I met in Manchester with Mr. Thomas Wyse,
M.P. for VVaterford, and afterwards Her Majesty's Plenipo-

tentiary at the Court of Greece ; also with Lieutenant Fabian,

the agent of the British and Foreign School Society, who
sought to promote a movement for " National Education," by
raising a number of schools in Manchester, to be supported

by voluntary subscriptions. Several schools were opened as

the result of this efibrt ; but with the exception of that in the

Old Meeting House of Friends, in Jackson's Row, they all

disappeared in the course of a year or two, owing to the severe

commercial distress which followed. Whilst the feeling in

favour of education was still strong, I got some of the

advanced Liberals of Bolton to unite for the purpose of

establishing a British School there ; and at a meeting which
was called for the promotion of that object, and which was
addressed by Mr. Cobden, a sufficient subscription was raised

to defray the expense of the building.

The Municipal Corporations Act, which had recently passed

the Legislature (1835-6), appeared to Mr. Cobden a most
appropriate provision for Manchester, Bolton, and others of

the large towns of Lancashire ; and, in company with Messrs.

Thomas Potter (afterwards Sir Thomas Potter, the first Mayor
of Manchester), George Wilson, J. C. Dyer, W. R. Callender,

and one or two others, the subject was carefully considered.

I undertook to make inquiries in relation to Bolton, and for

this object attended at a private tea-party, at the residence of

Mr. John Dean, of Silverwell House. There were present at this

party Messrs. Robert Heywood, Charles James Darbishire,

Thomas Thomasson, James Winder, my brother Edmund, and
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myself, with some others whose names I do not remember.
The existing Government of the borough by Court Leet, under
the authority of the lords of the manor, was discussed, and
declared to be inappropriate and unworthy of the population,

wealth, and commercial character of the place. The Manchester
gentlemen whom I have named considered the case of Bolton
to be one more urgently requiring reform than Manchester, and
I was advised to put in motion the best means for obtaining a
decision of the inhabitants upon the matter.

At that time it did not appear that application had been
made, on behalf of any town or place, for a charter of

incorporation under the Act, and I therefore wrote to my
friend, Joseph Parkes, of London, for advice. The result

was, that the little clique who met at John Dean's over a cup
of tea at once advertised a public meeting, and prepared reso-

lutions to be submitted thereat. The object of the meeting
was opposed by the Tory party ; but we carried all before us,

and adopted a petition to the Privy Council, setting forth our

grievances, and praying for a charter of incorporation. Mr.
Heywood and I, with Mr. Winder, our solicitor, obtained an
audience of the Privy Council, pleaded our cause, answered all

inquiries, and left our petition, which we had got very nume-
rously signed by the ratepayers.

On retiring from the Council chamber we found at the

door, waiting for admission, the agent of the Earl of Bradford,

the lord of the manor of Great Bolton, and the agent of

Mr. Tipping, the lord of the manor of Little Bolton, accom-
panied by about a dozen Bolton Tories, supported by Mr.
William Boiling, one of the borough members, who introduced
these gentlemen, our opponents, with a counter petition, to the

Privy Council. Mr. Heywood expressed himself dismayed at

a local representation so formidable and influential, but I

assured him we had no need to fear for our cause ; that we had
a democratic case, whilst they had a baronial one, and that I did

not dread the result.

Soon after our return home we were informed that the

Privy Council had appointed Captain Jebb to proceed to

Bolton to investigate the correctness of the allegations of the

two petitions, and to report. Captain Jebb remained in Bolton
for some weeks, to prosecute his inquiries, and after his return

to London, the charter of incorporation was granted on the

5 th of March, 1838.
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Mr. Cobden, and the other gentlemen in Manchester, then

adopted a similar course of proceeding, and were also successful

in obtaining a charter of incorporation for that town.

MR. JOHN BRIGHT's FIRST APPEARANCE AS A PUBLIC SPEAKER.

The author of " The Life and Times of Lord Palmerston
"

thus refers to Mr. John Bright :

—

" About this time the name of Mr. John Bright occurs as a

public speaker. It is said that when attending an education

meeting, at Rochdale, Mr. Cobden was so struck with Bright's

speaking, that he sought to gain him over wholly. ' Come
with me,' said Cobden, ' and we will never rest until we abolish

the Com Law.'

"

John Bright is the son of the late Jacob Bright, of Green-
bank, near Rochdale, and was born in 1811. He is decidedly

the finest product of the middle class in this our land and age.

Brought up amongst the Quakers, imbibing at his birth their

noblest traditions, he early attained that independence of cha-

racter, and unsophisticated and unconventional way of looking

at human affairs and actions, which has always been the leading

characteristic of George Fox and his followers. As a rule
" Friends " rather avoid the political arena ; but John Bright was
impelled thither by circumstances which he could not control.

^As a manufacturer, the impoHcy—as a philanthropist, the

V iniquity—of the Corn Law, was forced upon his attention. He
was young and ardent, gifted by nature with a great command
of language, full of ideality, and with an excellent voice ; how
could he be silent when trade languished, when the mills were
deserted, when those who had filled them with busy life were
becoming emigrants or paupers, or, perhaps, urged by hunger
and want, were being driven to the commission of crime ?

Under such circumstances the manufacturers had no
[alternative but to agitate for the repeal of laws which hindered
[their trade, and which, by refusing work to the operative, not
only taxed his daily bread, but actually deprived him of the
means of earning it.

When, in 1843, Mr. Bright was returned for Durham, every-

thing was against him. As Mr. Ewing Ritchie says of him in
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his " British Senators." " All his antecedents were precisely

those most calculated to excite opposition and contempt. He
was not merely not a landlord, but he was a cotton lord. He was
not merely not of the Church of England, but of the Church
whose harmless peculiarities have been more laughed at than

its virtues admired.'' As an orator Mr. Bright is unrivalled.

When Manchester refused to re-elect him during his absence
and illness, the House of Commons mourned the loss of one of

its brightest ornaments ; and his return for Birmingham in 1857
was hailed with joy throughout the country.

C2



CHAPTER III.

Origin of the Anti-Corn-T.aw League— Early Meetings in Newall's
Buildings—Mr. A. W. Paulton—Appointment of Lecturers—Issue of

the Anti-Corn Law Circular— Derangement of the Currency—Great
Meeting in Manchester—Meeting of Deputies in London, 1840

—

Interviews with Lord Melbourne, Sir Robert Peel, and Sir James
Graham—Unequal Pressure of Customs Duties—Sugar Monopoly

—

Coalition of Protectionists with the Anti-Slavery Society—Mr. C. P.

Villiers' Motion.

Agreeably to a requisition to the President of the Manchester
Chamber of Commerce (Mr. George Wm. Wood, M.P. for

Kendal), a general meeting of the members was held on the

13th December, 1838, to consider the effect of the law on the

importation of Corn, and, if thought advisable, to petition

Parliament for its repeal. At the meeting the President read

a petition which he had drawn up, setting forth very fully the

evils occasioned by the operations of the Corn Law ; but during

the discussion which followed, it became evident that he and
some of the directors were divided in opinion, and that the

President was more inclined to 7nodify than to repeal the exist-

mg law, and the prayer of the petition which he had prepared

was accordingly to that effect. It was the largest meeting of

the Chamber which had ever assembled, and the discussion,

after continuing for some hours, was adjourned to the following

week (the 20th December), when the attendance was still more
numerous, and comprised the most eminent manufacturers and
merchants of the district. During the interval, Mr. Cobden,
Mr. J. B. Smith, and I, prepared another petition, praying for
*' the Repeal of all Laws relating to the Importation of Foreign

Corn and other Foreign Articles of Subsistence^^ which was sub-

mitted to the meeting for approval. The debate again extended
over five hours, and the merits of the rival petitions were amply
discussed. During the whole of this protracted sitting there

was evidence of a deep and concentrated interest, amounting
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even to a feeling of solemnity. The amended form of petition

was moved by Mr. Cobden, seconded by Mr. R. H. Greg, and
carried by a majority of about six to one, and this was followed

by the non-election of the President, and, at the next annual
meeting of the Chamber, by the appointment of Mr. J. B.

Smith to the office.

Mr. Smith had for many years been well known as the advo-
cate of Free Trade and as a most inveterate opponent of Corn
Laws and other monopolies ; and therefore his appointment as

President of the Chamber of Commerce at this juncture was
most opportune.

The trade of the country was evidently overpowered by
fiscal obstacles; and amongst the sufferers there were many
who did not comprehend the question, or who saw but dimly

the distinction betwixt those duties which were levied for

revenue and those which had been imposed for Protection.

The powerful advocacy of sound principles by Mr. SmitH
was of the utmost importance to the cause, and led to his

selection as the first President of the Anti-Corn-Law League,

and as one of the members of Parliament for the borough of

Stockport, a seat which he occupied for more than twenty

years.

It was now seen to be necessary to follow up the action

of the Chamber of Commerce by a special organisation, and
a small body of thoughtful men, under the influence

of Mr. John Benjamin Smith and Mr. Archibald Prentice,

including Mr. Cobden, Mr. Thos. Bazley, Mr. WilHam Rawson,
Mr. W. R. Callender, my brother Edmund, and myself, met
for consultation. This little company was very soon joined by
other influential gentlemen, and assumed the title of the " Anti-

Com-Law Association ;" and on the loth January, 1839, a
meeting was held, at the York Hotel, " To consider the proper

mode of carrying forward the proceedings of the Anti-Com-
Law Association, in a manner commensurate with the magni-

tude of the obstacles to be surmounted, and worthy of the

object for which it was established." Mr. Cobden recom-

mended to those present an investment of part of their

property, to save the rest from confiscation ; and subscriptions

were at once put down in the room for ;^i,8oo, and in the

course of a month they had reached j£6,i^6 los. These
proceedings gave vitality to the Association, which was soon

enlarged, and adopted the title of " The National Anti-
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Corn-Law League." A small narrow room, in Newall's Build-

ings, Market Street, was hired for our meetings—the " League
Room," as we called it—and when it was first opened, there

were usually not more than seven or eight members present,

and, the room being very cold, we had a red blanket hung
up to mitigate the severity of the draughts of wind. When it

became publicly known that an Association was in existence

having in view the repeal of the Com Law, people came from
far and near, in the greatest anxiety, giving most doleful

accounts of mills and other works which were standing idle,

whilst the operatives were dependent on charity or on their

various parishes for support. The Association had no funds
to relieve this distress, and could only advance the object of

the distressed by the publication of properly authenticated

statements in the newspapers.

These statements brought the League into notice, and led to

many small donations of money to advance its usefulness. The
first subscription of the amount of ten pounds came from Mr.
Robert Stuart, of Ardwick, and was hailed as an omen of suc-

cess ; other and larger subscriptions soon began to pour in, and
as it became necessary to make a show of organisation, we ap-

pointed Mr. John Benjamin Smith president, Mr. William
Rawson treasurer, and a few of our most energetic members
were formed into an Executive Council for conducting the

transactions of the body.
It would be impossible to call to mind with clearness the

names of all the devoted pioneers of the cause, who, with great

and commendable zeal, put forth their strength in aid of the

League ; but I should be very remiss not to mention, in addition

to those already named. The Hon. C. P. Villiers, Mr. Thomas
Milner Gibson, Col. Thompson, Lord Ducie, and Lord Radnor.
It is equally impossible to narrate with entire accuracy every
important occurrence of the period ; but in the details of all

the principal proceedings which I remember, I shall have
recourse to the publications of the day for- confirmation.

The League soon commenced to hold public meetings, and
in various ways to disseminate facts and authentic information

;

but the speakers at these meetings very often found that Cor?i

was a dry subject to talk about, and one that did not easily

admit of a popular style of address to an audience.

Mr. A. W. Paulton, of Bolton, was the first to overcome
this difficulty. He exposed with great severity the impotent
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contrivances of the sliding scale as a means of supplying food

to the labouring man, denounced the injustice of the law and
the legislative inventors of it, and concluded his address by
repeating with emphasis the following extract from Lord Byron's
*' Age of Bronze "

:
—

" For what were all the landed patriots born ?
"

To hunt, and vote, and raise the price of corn.

Safe in the barns, these Sabine tillers sent

Their brethren out to battle—why ?—for rent

!

Year after year they voted, cent, per cent..

Blood, sweat, and tear-wrung millions : why ?—for rent !

They roared, they dined, they drank : they swore they meant
To die for England :—why then live ?—for rent

!

And will they not repay the treasures lent ?

No! down with everything, and up with rent!

Their good, ill, health, wealth, joy, and discontent,

Being, end, aim, religion—rent! rent! rent \"

The enthusiastic founders of the League attended the

meeting-room in Newall's Buildings with great regularity from
day to day, to such extent as the nature of their business

occupations would permit, feeling and knowing that the repeal

of the Corn Law was a work that must be done, and that

they themselves must do it.

An extensive correspondence was originated, and branch
Associations were rapidly formed in a great number of large

towns, so that it became impossible for Mr. Cobden and
the other influential members to comply with the general

desire to attend and address these branches. The Council
therefore resolved to appoint for this purpose a number of

well-qualified lecturers ; but they found it no small difficulty

to provide a class of men who would be painstaking and
observant, and who could also address an audience with

judgment and eff"ect.

However, these missionaries were found, and did good
service, and some of them acquired considerable oratorical

skill and power in denouncing the Corn and Provision Laws,
and in exposing the delusions which were promulgated by
the advocates of Protection. They were instructed to impress

the people with the iniquity involved in the action of the

laws, and to cheer their auditors with the evidence of pro-

gress from time to time, and with the certainty of eventual

repeal ; but, above all, not to excite anger against individuals.
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and to urge upon all who heard them not in any way to

disturb the public peace.

Popular interest increased everywhere, and it was found
advisable to meet the demand for information by the issue of a
weekly publication, which was called " The Anti-Corn-Law
Circular." Meanwhile, the enlarged undertakings and expenses
necessarily incurred required a considerable command of funds,

and it was surprising to see how cheerfully the means were
provided by the various branches ; indeed, the well-wishers

of the League did their utmost eveiywhere to aid the cause
by direct subscriptions, by getting up bazaars, and by various

other means.

Of course the work of the League was opposed by all who
had, or who thought they had, a vested interest in the
maintenance of Protection, and indeed the vigour of the"

agitation owed much to the opposition which it encountered.

The pro-Com-Law party consisted of the vast majority of
the members of both Houses of Parliament, sustained by
the great bulk of the large landed proprietors of the kingdom,
with many of their tenant farmers, and other officials con-
nected with land.

The political party of the Tories, almost without exception,

united themselves with the landlords, and opposed the
work of the League.

The independent gentry, so called, who by reason of wealth
and position in life are usually adherents of the British Con-
stitution as established by our forefathers, also supported the

landlords.

The working class, as a body, did not openly support the

Protectionists ; but, for the most part, they held aloof from
the League, and preferred to agitate for Chartism and Par-

liamentary reform, being persuaded by their leaders that this

was a more effectual means of obtaining higher wages.

Against these varied and powerful influences, a mere hand-
ful of energetic men undertook the attack upon the Corn and
Provision Laws. They were men of strong will and of ardent
temperament, but with no outward pretensions. They felt

strongly the injustice of a system of Protection which was leading

to disaster on every hand ; and, impressed with the sacredness

of the cause they had undertaken, they disregarded every

prophet of failure, although the array of odds appeared to

be fearfully against them.
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Mr. Cobden, in particular, was at no loss to determine

upon a policy of action. He advised the Council to make no
approach to the Protectionist party with a view to convince

them of their errors, as it would be time and labour thrown
away. He said :

—

*' Let us fraternise mth the sensible portion of the mer-
cantile middle-class, and appeal to their money-bags, and our

political opponents will be sure to read all we have to say."
" The Anti-Corn-Law Circular" was first published on the

1 6th of April, 1839.
The import duty on wheat was at that time 24/8 per

quarter, and in the four years from 1838 to 1841 inclusive,

nine millions of quarters of wheat, besides other grain, were
required to be imported, at a cost of ten millions sterling

for the grain, besides a similar sum for duty. This drain of

bullion, together with other financial disturbances, proved
embarrassing to the Bank of England, and reduced its stock

of gold from ;^io, 126,000 in April, 1838, to ;£'2,52 2,ooo in

October, 1839.

How much of this derangement of our currency might
have been provided against under a free-trade mercantile

system we can only conjecture ; but the decline of our exports

may serve to explain in what manner this diminution of

gold may be accounted for. In the year 1839 o^^ exports

of merchandise were 53 millions sterling, and in 1842 they

had fallen to 47 millions sterling, thus showing a reduction

of six millions. Hence it appeared that the nation was fallingl

to decay, commerce was declining, the operative classes werej

ill-employed and despairing, whilst the criminal class had/

increased 20 per cent, in three years.
|

Facts such as these had long been foreshadowed, and, by way
of a more imposing demonstration, the Council of the League
held a public meeting in Manchester, and invited the presence

of deputations from many of the large towns. The announce-
ment of this meeting was received with such enthusiasm,

that it was thought advisable to erect a pavilion for four

thousand guests at an entertainment, which was appointed
to be held 15th January, 1840. The principal speakers at this

meeting were the Hon. C. P. Villiers, M.P. ;* Sir William

* The Autotype portrait of the Right Hon. C. P. Villiers, M.P., is

taken from a photograph by Samuel S. Walker, 230, Rejent Street.

'
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Molesworth, M.P. ; Daniel O'Connell, M.P.
;

James Clay,

M.P.
; Joseph Brotherton, M.P. ; with Mr. Cobden, and

other gentlemen.

Mr. VilHers had long been identified with the question of

Corn Law repeal, and having assured himself of the earnest

character of the present movement, he undertook to bring

before Parliament a motion for the repeal of the Corn Law,
and to renew this motion from year to year until the repeal was
accomplished.

Such was the general interest excited, that another meeting,

consisting of five thousand persons, mainly of the operative

classes, was held on the following night.

Miss Martineau, speaking of the League in connection with

these meetings, said " that they set to work with a zeal, a

knowledge, a pertinacity, and a spirit of self-sacrifice, probably
unequalled in the history of peaceful agitation."

M. Frederic Bastiat, the celebrated French economist, in

his publication, " Cobden et la Ligue," says :
—" Certainly there

needed more than ordinary courage to face such an enterprise.

The adversaries to be combated were in possession of

riches, influence, the Legislature, the Church, the State, the

public treasure, the soil, Government places, and monopoly;
and they were walled round by traditional deference and
veneration. But the aspect of these difficulties did not
frighten the founders of the League. After having looked
them in the face and measured their strength, they be-

lieved they had strength to conquer them. The agitation

was decided upon, and Manchester was the cradle of the

grand movement."
Before the deputations from the various branches left Man-

chester, it was concluded by the Council that representatives

of various towns and districts should be asked to assemble in

London on the 24th of March, 1840. On that day 200 depu-

ties appeared, and obtained an interview with the premier,

Lord Melbourne. Having stated their object, namely, the

repeal of the Corn Law, his lordship curtly remarked, " You
know that to be impracticable." The coldness of this official

reception caused considerable indignation amongst those who
were present.

The deputies then procured interviews with Sir Robert Peel,

Sir James Graham, and other leading members of Parliament,

and the result in every case was equally unsatisfactory. The
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deputation seemed to be in no way acceptable to Sir James
Graham. He was perverse and captious to an extent which

we could only account for as the consequence of some severe

comments which had been made by one of our lecturers,

who had been in the neighbourhood of his estates, and who
had reflected strongly upon his disregard of the duties of a

landlord towards his tenants.

When Mr. John Brooks described the distress in the cotton

trade, Sir James retorted that the consumption of cotton was

greater than at any previous period ; and Mr. Thomas Ashton

replied that the dependants for clothing were more numerous

than at any previous period, and that coarser yarns were being

spun. Other members of the deputation supplied painful evi-

dence of the distress and suffering of the working class ; but Sir

James Graham, in a cavilling spirit, tried to discount our com-

plaints ; and at length he concluded his inquiries by expressing

the hope that the deputation, in their report of what he had

said, would not attribute to him any want of feeling or sym-

pathy with the sufferers.

After this interview the deputies passed a resolution pledging

themselves to disregard all party politics, and henceforth only

to assist the return of those members to Parliament who would

vote for the repeal of the Com Law. In Manchester a number
of ladies took up the question, and held an Anti-Corn-Law tea-

party, which was attended by 850 persons.

In April, 1840, the motion of the Hon. C. P. Villiers for

" a Committee of the whole House to take into consideration

the Act 9 Geo. IV., regulating the importation of grain," was

before the House of Commons, and I attended the debates

with a view to discover what the supporters of these Corn and
Provision Laws would consider their strongest grounds of

defence. After three nights' debate a division took place, when
116 voted with Mr. Villiers, and 245 against him. The closing

speech on the part of the defenders was that of Sir Robert Peel,

who appeared somewhat shy as to the benefits of the law, but

insisted strongly that the distress of the country had arisen

from other causes, and not from the operation of the Corn Law.

He then turned upon the repealers, and remarked sarcastically

upon the loose and inconsistent character of their advocacy.

He stated that in an interview he had recently had with a

deputation from the Manchester Chamber of Commerce, one

of the members, Mr. Henry Ashworth, had pleaded very
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urgently on behalf of free trade in com, and had afterwards

commended the proposal of a pamphlet of Mr. W. R. Greg, in

favour of Protection to sugar !

I was present to hear the debate, and was very much startled

to hear a false accusation against myself deliberately made by%a
statesman holding so high a position as Sir Robert Peel, and I

immediately requested Mr. Mark Philips, M.P. for Manchester,

to rise and correct the mis-statement ; but he found that he could

not do so, as Sir Robert Peel's speech had closed the debate. I

therefore wrote a letter contradicting the statement, and explain-

ing the matter, and this letter was inserted in the Morning
Chronicle immediately after Sir Robert Peel's speech. By the

following post the statement I had published was confirmed from

Manchester by the testimony of my colleagues. Sir Robert Peel,

when correcting his speech for Hansard's debates, omitted the

whole of that portion. I presume he had discovered that he had
in his speech transferred the eulogium which I had passed upon
the pamphlet issued by the Chamber of Commerce, and which
was presented to him by the deputation, to the pamphlet pub-

lished by Mr. W. R. Greg, which had only been the subject of

casual conversation.

During the year 1840 the state of the country did not im-

prove ; and that vigilant reformer and economist, Mr. Joseph
Hume, moved for a Committee of Inquiry into the pressure of

Customs duties upon commerce, and into the condition of our

foreign trade. This Committee was appointed, and it was
ascertained by evidence that the duty upon food and the raw
materials of labour had in recent y^ars amounted to upwards
of twenty millions sterling a year ; and that the Customs duties

were taxing subsistence and seriously impeding labour. The
Customs revenue was so unequally levied, that out of only 17

articles there was raised as much as 94J per cent, of the whole

income, whilst no more than 5J per cent, was raised upon i,too

other duty-paying articles, which were thus practically excluded

from the kingdom.
This evidence, when published, produced a startling effect,

and the President of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce,
Mr. J. B. Smith, drew out, in a condensed form, some of the

leading characteristics of Mr. Hume's report, which the Cham-
ber published as a pamphlet for general circulation. This

report also showed the remarkable success of the commercial

policy adopted by Mr. Huskisson in the years 1824 and 1825
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in relation to the silk, linen, woollen, and other trades—

a

policy which tended towards practical freedom of exchange, i^^
The report stated that our West Indian colonists were enjoy-

ing a protection in the article of sugar of 6|d. per lb., or

^6,000,000 per annum ; and it was remarked that to these

very colonists we had recently paid ;^2 0,000,000 for the aboli-

tion of slavery; and it was estimated that, including interest

on the slave compensation money, the British people were then

paying ;^7,000,000 per annum to our West Indian colonies for

the privilege of selling to them home products of the value of

^3,000,000 a year.

But the monopoly which was standing at the head of all

others was the food monopoly, as embodied in the Corn and
Provision Laws. Mr. James Deacon Hume, who for 38 years

had held an official situation in the Customs, and for 1 1 years

was secretary to the Board of Trade, said in his evidence on
the food monopoly—'• I conceive that the actual money paid,

and the evil effect computed in money, would be more than the

whole revenue of the country."

At a meeting of the m.embers of the Manchester Chamber
of Commerce on the nth March, 1841, the abstract of the

report of Mr. Hume's Committee, as prepared by the President,

was read, and a deputation was appointed to wait upon Sir

Robert Peel, the premier expectant, to present to him a copy
thereof, and to plead the importance and necessity of

adopting a sound commercial poHcy. The deputation urged
upon Sir Robert the abolition of all protective duties, as indis-

pensable to the restoration of our commerce from its present

:stagnation. One of the deputation, Mr. Edmupd Grundy, of

Bury—in which town Sir Robert had been born and brought up—addressed him very plainly and powerfully, exhibiting the

distress which was borne by the working classes of Bury for

want of employment, and the very severe losses which had
fallen upon the owners of mills, manufactories, and other pro-

perty, some of which were then held under leases terminable
with the life of Sir Robert, the only possibly remedy for which
distress was cheap food and unrestricted commerce.

The Rev. Mr. Lowe, of Forfar, became very painfully

excited, and after solemnly describing the sufferings of the

operative classes of Forfar, he insisted that the only solid

ground of hope was in the repeal of the Com and Provision
Laws and all other trade monopolies ; and he pointed out how
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awful would be the responsibility of Sir Robert Peel, if, as first

minister of the Crown, having in his own hands the opportunity

of redressing this fearful injustice, he should neglect that oppor-

tunity and be called before the bar of eternal justice, leaving

such a duty unfulfilled.

On the occasion of the interview with Sir Robert Peel, a
conversation ensued on the sugar monopoly as enjoyed by the

West India planters, and reference was made to the views held

by Sir Fowell Buxton, and to a recent pamphlet on this question

by Mr. Wm. Rathbone Greg, in favour of a partial protection

for a limited period ; but with this subject the deputation had
nothing officially to do.

Allusion was then made to a reported coalition of Corn
Law defenders and colonial Protectionists, with a view to sup-

port each other in Parliament. This report was found to be
correct, and it was also found that an increase of the sugar

duties was contemplated by the coalition. At the close of this

interview my colleagues—Mr. J. B. Smith and Mr. Holland
Hoole—returned to Manchester, whilst I, being a member of

the Anti-Slavery Society, remained in London to ascertain

whether the committee of that body were aware of this coahtion,

and whether they had assented to the proposed increase of

duty upon colonial sugar. I waited upon the committee, at

their offices in Old Broad Street, and asked them for an
explanation. One of the committee retorted upon me rather

sharply that they had assented to the proposed increase of

duty, and that they had done this with their eyes open, and with

a view to promote an increase of kindness on the part of the

planters towards their negro apprentices.

I remonstrated, and as a Corn-Law repealer gave them my
reasons for resisting such a proceeding, and left the room under
a feeling of humiliation and grief Having ascertained that in

a few days the annual meeting of the Society would be held at

Exeter Hall, I resolved to attend it and raise this question for

the decision of the great body of the members. Meanwhile I

prepared a small leaflet detailing the nature of the question,

and on the day of the meeting had i,ooo copies distributed in

the Strand and about the doors of the Hall. The hour for the

meeting came, and the Hall was filled. When the annual
report had been moved and seconded, I moved, by way of

amendment, "/^^/ it do not pass, ^^ and stated as my reason the

acknowledged coalition of Protectionists with which the com-
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mittee were identified, and complained that their assent had
been given to an increase of the monopoly duty on sugar.

I appealed very earnestly to that large audience, whether

they were prepared to dishonour the sound principles of the

Anti-Corn-Law League against monopoly in breads by contri-

buting to the funds of the Anti-Slavery Society to obtain an
increase on the monopoly price of sugar "i The meeting

appeared surprised, and showed symptoms of confusion ; and
when I sat down, a working man from the body of the Hall

applied to the chairman for leave to speak, and was invited to

the platform. He threw down his cap, and announced himself

as a Chartist from Birmingham, but said he could most fully

support the views which I had expressed. He spoke most
fervently, and the meeting responded vociferously to his

remarks. At this juncture some of the members of the com-
mittee came to me with the proposal that they would withdraw
the assent they had promised to the coalition, if I would not

press my amendment ; and I agreed to hold it in abeyance for

the present, promising that if they would modify their speeches

to the occasion, I would afterwards allow the report to pass

unopposed. This I did ; and no more was heard of the coalition

between the colonial Protectionists and the defenders of the

Corn Law.
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CHAPTER IV.

The proposal of an Eight Shillings Duty—Meeting of Com Law
Repealers—Chartists and Protectionists in Manchester, June, 1841—Mr, Cobden, M.P. for Stockport—Mr. George Wilson, Chairman
of the League—Sir Robert Peel, Prime Minister—Mr. Cobden in

the House of Commons—Colonel Thompson on the Siege of
Bolton—Mr. W. B. Ferrand—Mr. Ebenezer Elliott, the Corn Law-
Rhymer.

The ministry of Lord Melbourne became very much enfeebled,

and as he was unwilling to surrender power, he informed the

House of Lords that he had changed his mind on the subject

of the Com Laws, and at the same time, his colleague. Lord
John Russell, proposed to the House of Commons to impose
a fixed duty of 8/- per quarter on imported wheat, 5/- on rye,

4/6 on barley, and 3/4 on oats. The discussion on this proposal

was, however, postponed; and on the 4th of June, 1841, Parlia-

ment was dissolved.

An impression prevailed that this ministerial proposal of an
8/- duty would find favour with the League ; but the Council
disclaimed any compromise with injustice, and issued an ad-

dress, urging their friends not to allow the cause of repeal to

be thus weakened.

Some of the working men of Manchester, under the in-

creasing severity of their sufferings, determined to assist the

cause of the League, and in three days 5,390 of them signed

a requisition to the Council of the League, for a public meeting

in Stevenson's Square, to be presided over by Mr. Cobden.
When the meeting was announced for June 21st, 1841, a

counter placard was issued by the advocates of *' The People's

Charter," addressed to their followers in Manchester and all

the large towns adjacent, urging them to congregate in count-

less thousands, and put down " the humbug clap-trap of the

League."
During the night before the meeting hustings were erected

by the Chartists close to the platform of the requisitionists,

and there was circulated a formidable list of Chartist leaders
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vvho were expected to be present ; and amongst were them the

names of Dr. Sleigh, and Mr. Wilkins, a barrister-at-law. It

was soon ascertained that these last-named gentlemen had
been deputed to be present by " The Central Society for the

Protection of Agriculture," and the secret was also disclosed

that a cheque for ;£i5o, drawn by the Duke of Buckingham
in favour of Mr. Wilkins, had been presented for payment at

the bank of Jones, Lloyd, and Co., of Manchester.

When the leaguers went to the meeting, they found that a

body of Chartists, with a display of obnoxious flags, had
previously surrounded the platform. The League requisi-

tionists and their supporters were believed to represent twenty

thousand of those present. Mr. Cobden took the chair, and

a resolution was moved by Mr. Absalom. Watkin—" That in the

opinion of this meeting the bread tax is impolitic, injurious,

and unjust."

After some other speeches, Dr. Sleigh addressed the meeting,

and was patiently heard until he declared his opinion that the

Corn Laws was not the cause of the distress, when a storm of

disapprobation arose which caused him to retire ; and as it was
believed that the Duke of Buckingham's cheque in the hands
of Mr. Wilkins would be the occasion of disturbance in the

meeting if he spoke, it was decided that he should not be
heard. Several working men afterwards addressed the meeting

;

and a petition for the total and immediate abolition of the

Com Law was carried all but unanimously.

A general election being at hand, it was determined that

Mr. Cobden should, if possible, be returned to Parliament, and
be the recognised Parhamentary leader of the League, and he
was accordingly nominated and elected for the borough of

Stockport.

Mr. J. B. Smith, on account of failing health, resigned the

presidency of the League, when Mr. George Wilson accepted

the appointment, and retained the office throughout the sub-

sequent existence of the organisation.

On the 1 9th of August, 1841, a new Parliament assembled,

and an amendment on the reply to Her Majesty's Speech was
carried by a majority of 91, and on the night of August 30th

the Melbourne Ministry resigned.

A new Government was formed, with Sir Robert Peel as

premier, the Duke of Wellington, Lord Aberdeen, and Sir

James Graham, being also members of the Cabinet, and the

D
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whole official staff were high Conservatives, and adherents of
the sliding-scale Corn Law.

The misery throughout the country was at this time most
heartrending. The new premier, however, was quiet and
calm, and would make no disclosure of his policy ; but in the

House of Lords, the Duke of Wellington did not hesitate to

declare that there was no deficiency of corn in the country,

and that the food question had nothing to do with the existing

distress ; that it was owing to want of work and wages and
various other causes, but that he had never heard how Parlia-

ment could do anything in such a case.

Amongst the advocates of Free Trade returned to the new
Parliament, besides Mr. Cobden, were Dr. Bowring for Bolton,

Messrs. Mark Philips and Thomas Milner Gibson for Man-
chester, and Mr. Joseph Brotherton for Salford.

On the 25th August, 1841, in the debate on the Address,

Mr. Cobden told the case of the bread-winners in a way which
fixed the attention of the House and the country upon him,

and led to inquiries as to his origin, which were followed by
the discovery that he was a calico-printer from Manchester,

who was ready to sacrifice his time, his talents, and his fortune,

in the great cause of Corn Law repeal.

It was remarked that he did not receive very great courtesy,

nor indeed could he expect it from an assembly composed so

largely of representatives of the landed interests ; and some
of his most pathetic statements were received with jeers. He
said: " He did not know whether it was the supposed injustice

of his cause, or the humble individual who advocated it, that

excited this manifestation of feeling ; but he persisted in the fact

he had stated, that the nobleman's family paid to his bread tax

but one halfpenny in every ;j^ioo of his income, while the effect

of the tax upon the labouring man's family was 20 per cent, at

least. He had lately had the opportunity of perusing a report

on the state of our labouring population in all parts of the

country. Probably honourable gentlemen were aware that a

very important meeting had been lately held at Manchester ; he
alluded to the meeting of ministers of religion. (A laugh.)

He understood that laugh ; but he should not pause in his

statement of facts, but might perhaps notice it before con-

cluding. He had seen a body of ministers of religion of all

denominations, 650 in number, assembled from all parts of the

country, at an expense of from three to four thousand pounds.
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which was paid by their respective congregations. At that

meeting most important statements of facts were made relating

to the condition of the labouring classes. He would not

trouble the House by reading those statements ; but they

showed that in every district of the country the condition of

the great body of Her Majesty^s subjects had deteriorated

wofully within the last ten years, and more especially within

the last three years ; and that in proportion as the price of

food increased, in the same proportion the comforts of the

working classes were diminished. One word with respect to

the manner in which his allusion to this meeting had been
received. He did not come there to vindicate the conduct of

these Christian ministers in having assembled to take this sub-

ject into consideration. The parties who had to judge them were

their own congregations. There were at that meeting members
of the EstabHshed Church, of the Church of Rome, Inde-

pendents, Baptists, members of the Church of Scotland, and
of the Secession Church, Methodists, and, indeed, ministers of

every denomination ; and if he were disposed to impugn the

characters of those divines, he felt that in doing so he should

be casting a stigma and a reproach upon the great body of

professing Christians in this country. He happened to be the

only member of the House who had been present at that

meeting, and he might be allowed to state that when he heard
the tales of misery there related—when he heard those minis-

ters declare that members of their congregations were kept
away from places of worship during the morning service for

want of decent clothes, and only crept out under cover of the

darkness of night; when he heard them describe others as

unfit to receive spiritual consolation, because they were sunk
so low in physical destitution ; that the attendance at the

Sunday-school was falling off ; when he heard these and such
like statements, from such authority, he, who believed that the

Corn Law and the provision monopoly were at the bottom of

all that was endured, must say that he rejoiced to see gentlemen
of such character come forward, and, like Nathan, when he
addressed the owner of flocks and herds who had plundered
the poor man of his only lamb, say to the doer of injustice

whoever it might be, ' Thou art the man !' The people,

through their ministers, had protested against the Corn and
Provision Laws. Those laws had been tested and condemned
by the immutable morality of Scripture. Those reverend

D 2
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gentlemen had prepared and signed a petition in which they

prayed for the removal of those laws—laws which, they said,

violated the promises of the Scriptures, and prevented famishing

children from having a portion of those fatherly bounties which

were intended for all people. He would remind honourable

gentlemen, that besides the 650 ministers who were present,

there were 1,500 others from whom letters had been received,

and who were offering up prayers in their several localities

to incline the will of Him who ruled princes and potentates,

to turn the hearts of their rulers to justice and mercy.

When they found so many ministers of religion forgetting

their sectarian differences and joining hand and heart in a

great cause, there could be no doubt of their earnestness.

Englishmen had a respect for rank ; for wealth, perhaps too

much respect. They felt an attachment to the laws of the

country. But there was another attribute in the minds of

Englishmen—there was a paramount veneration for sacred

things ; and where this sympathy, and respect, and deference,

were enlisted in what they believed to be a sacred cause, you
and yours," declared the speaker, addressing the Protectionists,

" will vanish like chaff before the whirlwind.''

Some of the laughing members of the House of Commons
called Mr. Cobden a Methodist parson, a pledged Radical, a

representative of the Manchester manufacturers, an embodiment
of cotton spinning, and therefore a sworn foe of the landed

interest. Others there were who considered this a simple state-

ment of a weighty matter, and who called it a great speech.

On the 7th January, 1842, the distress of some portion of

the working class of Bolton was graphically and pathetically

described by Col. Peronett Thompson. After having become
identified with the League, he had felt desirous to acquaint

himself with the state of Lancashire, and accepted my invitation

for that purpose. I accompanied him to the homes of a con-

siderable number of the operative classes, and when he heard

them describe their sufferings, his feelings became completely

overpowered, and the old soldier shed tears. On our return

home that evening, he wrote to the Editor of The Sun news-

paper the following letter :

—

TO THE EDITOR OF " THE SUN."

Sir,—I have been at the siege of Bolton—for nothing but some such

cause suggests itself as adequate to the phenomenon. And is it not a siege?
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Not carried on perhaps by an enemy within gun-shot, but by one working

on a wider radius, and making his blockade by sea upon the means of

life.

Many sights it has been my chance to see. I think I know what is

the minimum of help by which horse, ass, dog, hog, or monkey, can sus-

tain existence, and when it must go out for want of appliances and means
of living. But anything like the squalid misery, the slow, mouldering,

putrefying death, by which the weak and the feeble of the working-classes

are perishing here, it never befel my eyes to behold, nor my imagination to

conceive. And the creatures seem to have no idea of resisting or even re-

pining. They sit down with Oriental submission, as if it was God, and not

the landlord, that was laying his hand upon them. And when their

honourable representative in Parhament gave a description of their suffer-

ings, "liar" was the best word applied to him by the organs of tyranny.

Did you ever set your eyes on a pennyworth of mutton ? Come here,

and you shall see how rations are served out under the landlord 's state of

siege. It might bait a rat-trap ; though a well-fed rat would hardly risk

his personalities for such a pittance. Pennyworths of mutton, and half-

penny-worths of bread cut off the loaf, are what the shopkeepers of Bolton

deal out to the inhabitants of their Jerusalem. I saw a woman come
for one halfpenny-worth of bread, which was to be the dinner of herself

and her children twain ; and when I reflected that of this transparent

slice the other one was gone to buy the landlord's sack, astonishment

possessed me at the endurance of that long-bearing ass—the public, and
the extent to which ignorance and divisions will prop the rich man's
robbery.

I saw another mother of a family, who said she had not tasted meat
for many months ; and on one of the children being sent off to the

butcher's for some of the strange luxury, she was discovered making many
efforts to intercept the messenger. Her anxiety was to instruct the boy to

bring back nothing but one pennyworth of bacon ; there was a to-morrow,

and to-morrow, and to-morrow, for which she had conceived the idea of

spinning out existence by means of the remainder of the fund.

If you are curious in human misery, if you are anxious to know what
a shabby tyranny can bring the rank and file to suffer, come, at your
leisure, to the "leaguer" of Bolton, and see what the people sleep upon, if

they do sleep. Chopped dirt, the sweepings of a hen-house, mingled
with a proportion of sparrows' nests, to show that men had heard of straw,

would be the best representatives of what they huddle upon in corners,

and call it resting. And all this because Sir Having Greedy votes in the

House of Commons for closing honest trade, as the means of doubling his

rents.

The minister, meanwhile, and his associates, are racking their tender

hearts to find a remedy. As in O'Connell's celebrated story of the horse,
" W^ILL THEY TRY CORN ?" They will try anything except allow the sufferers

to keep themselves, for that would interfere with the plans of those who,
being rich already, use their riches as a means of doubling them by confis-

cation of the poor man's bread.

There is danger in their schemes. Already people of all kinds are

parodying the sentiment of the Italians
— *' ad ogni uomo puzza questo

BARBARO DOMiNio," which may be translated for English use, ** Neither

man nor woman will endure this dynasty of clodhoppers." It wants nothing
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but the privates of the regiment to know what hurts them, and to get rid

(as they are doing fast) of the various false lights thrown out to induce
them to run in every direction that will preserve the evil ; and a quicker
end than pleasant may be put to mischiefs, which nobody would remove by '

an earlier application of the prudential virtues.—Yours very sincerely,

T. Peronett Thompson.

Soon afterwards I received an application from a Tory-

friend to assist in a visit of the like character by Lord John
Manners and the Hon. Mr. Smythe, two members of Parlia-

liament who were well-known Protectionists, and I conducted
them to the same places that I had shown to Col. Thompson,
and I regret to remark that I did not observe the same deep
sympathy that the old soldier had exhibited, nor do- 1 re-

member the same sort of alms-giving; but they indicated a

good deal of curiosity, and made inquiry about the previous

conditio7t and other circumstances of the family they visited.

At this time there was in Parliament, and usually sitting

beside Lord John Manners and his friend the Hon. Mr.
Smythe, another Protectionist member, Mr. Wm. Busfield

Ferrand, M.P. for Knaresborough, whose character and conduct
in Parliament were sometimes characterised as " ruffianly''

This gentleman made it his parliamentary vocation to abuse the

leaders of the League individually, and on one occasion he
chose to speak of me in terms too atrocious to be believed.

My case and my reputation were most effectively defended by
Dr. Bowring, one of the members for Bolton, who appealed

for confirmation of his statements to Lord John Manners and
his friend, Mr. Smythe, who were then sitting side by side

with Mr. Ferrand, but neither of them appeared willing to

answer to the call. Upon a subsequent occasion, however,

the matter being again referred to. Lord John Manners
admitted having shared my hospitality and attention, and
asserted his belief in my generosity and kindness to the

poor ; but did not then fully disavow Mr. Ferrand's declama-

tory remarks.

Amongst the many cases of distress which I visited, there

was one which produced a sense of grief and pain of unusual

intensity. The father of the family was sitting at the dinner-

table with his wife and three or four children. He was
evidently familiar with the chief cause of the depression of

trade, as illustrated by the lecturers of the League, and when
he saw me enter his house, he rose up in a state of fiery

indignation ; he rolled up his shirt-sleeves, and flourishing his
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brawny, muscular arms, he exclaimed, "They have brought
me to this at last, and I know not what I am to come to." I

tried to tranquillise his feelings, and inquired who it was that

he had referred to, and his reply was, " those folk at Lunnon.'*

Eventually, I learned that he had formerly been a blacksmith

at Westhoughton, but had found more regular employment in

the works of an eminent engineer in Bolton, until through
'

bad trade the business of the engineer was stopped, and he
was now unemployed. On the table he had a loaf of bread
and a pitcher of buttermilk, this being all the food in the

house, and these he had purchased by pawning one of his

shirts. I never saw him again, but I heard that he had after-

wards been removed to an asylum, and had died there.

Poetry, chiefly of the plaintive and pathetic kind, also lent

its aid to the League. That of Ebenezer Elliott was very

touching ; and the " Song of the Shirt," by Tom Hood, which
was purposely written for the cause of the League, was a timely

and appropriate illustration of human suffering. At this period

the whole of the island, from Cornwall to Caithness, was in

commotion. To give a sketch of the meetings would fill a
volume. Merchants, manufacturers, and representatives of

every class in all our populous towns, thronged together to

Hsten and to learn, and to join in the outcry against man-made
famine. I present here a specimen of the writings of Ebenezer
Elhott, and I think that the reader will feel that they came
straight from the heart of the writer, and were well calculated

to advance the cause which he sought to advocate.

CAGED RATS.

Ye coop us up and tax our bread,A
And wonder why we pine ; \

But ye are fat, and round, and red,
j

And filled with tax-bought wine. /
Thus twelve rats starve, while thr^^ rats thrive

(Like you on mine and me),
When fifteen rats are caged alive,

With food for nine and three.

Hark! Havoc's torch begins to glow

—

The ending is begun
;

Make haste! Destruction thinks ye slow ;

Make haste to be undone

!

Why are ye called "my Lord," and " Squire,"'
While fed by mine and me,

And wringing food, and clothes, and fire,

From bread-taxed misery ?
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Make haste, slow rogaes! prohilit trade,

\ Prohibit honest gain
;

Turn all the good that God hath made
To fear, and hate, and pain

;

Till beggars all, assassins all,

All cannibals we be.

And death shall have no funeral

From shipless sea to sea.

SONG.

Child, is thy father dead ?

Father is gone !

Why did they tax his bread ?

God's will be done!
Mother has sold her bed ;

Better to die than wed!
Where shall she lay her head ?

Home we have none.

Father clamm'd thrice a week —
God's will be done !

Long for work did he seek ;

Work he found none.

Tears on his hollow cheek
Told what no tongue could speak
Why did his master break ?

God's will be done!

Doctor said air was best

—

Food we had none
;

Father with panting breast

Groaned to be gone :

Now he is with the blest

—

Mother says death is best !

We have no place of rest

—

Yes, ye have one !

STANZA.

The gnat sings through its little day ;

The tiniest weeds how glad are they!

Man only lives on tears and sighs,

A living death before he dies!

Yet while the tax-gorged lords of land

Blast toil's stout heart and skill's right hand,

We curse not them who curse the soil

;

We only ask for "leave to toil,"
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For labour, food—to us our own ;

For woven wool, a mutton bone
A little rest, a little com,
For weary man, to trouble born

!

But not the sneer of them we feed

!

Their workhouse graves ! their chains for need

!

The dying life of blighted flowers!

And early death for us and ours!

"We only ask to toil and eat!

But hungrier men with us compete ;

For they who tax our bread, and smile,

Deprive of bread our sister isle!

And towards the end of the struggle, when session after

session of Parliament had passed without visible progress, and
men began to lose faith in the Divine government of the world,

Elliott wrote the following :

—

THE PEOPLE'S ANTHEM.
Written for Music^ at the request of W. T. Wood, Esq.

When wilt Thou save the people ?

O God of mercy! when?
Not kings and lords, but nations!

Not thrones and crowns, but men!
Flowers of thy heart, O God, are they!

Let them not pass, like weeds, away!
Their heritage a sunless day

!

God, save the people!

Shall crime bring crime for ever.

Strength aiding still the strong ?

Is it Thy will, O Father,

That man shall toil for wrong ?

" No! " say Thy mountains, " No!" Thy skies,
** Man's clouded sun shall brightly rise.

And songs be heard instead of sighs."

God, save the people!

When wilt Thou save the people ?

O God of mercy! when?
The people. Lord, the people!
Not thrones and crowns, but men!
God, save the people ! Thine they are.

Thy children, as Thy angels fair :

Save them from bondage and despair!

God, save the people!

Copied from "More Verse and Prose," by the Corn-Law Rhymer.
In 2 vols. 1850.
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The League in the Metropolis—The Agricultural Protection Society

—

"The maddest thing Lord Melbourne had ever heard of—Lord
Stanley on the District of Tamboff—Curry Powder for Food

—

Adhesion of Earls Fitzwilliam, Radnor, Clarendon, and Lansdowne
—The Session of 1842—Six Hundred Deputies in London—The
Sliding Scale— Sir Robert Peel a Free-Trader, except in Corn and
Sugar—Subscriptions to the League—The League a Great Fact
—Mr. Cobden on Sir Robert Peel's Proposals—Mr. T. B. Macaulay.

London is proverbially difficult to move in public matters, but
the work of Messrs. Villiers, Cobden, Bright, and others, had,

in spite of many obstacles, raised a spirit of inquiry into the

wrongs inflicted by the policy of Protection ; and the Council

of the League, in order to secure the effective co-operation of

the metropolis in their work, sent a deputation, consisting of

Messrs. R. H. Greg, William Evans, Hamer Stansfield, of

Leeds, and myself, to London, and after several consultations

with Mr. C. P. Villiers, Mr. Thos. Milner Gibson, Mr. Warbur-
ton, and Mr. Joseph Parkes, we hired rooms at 67, Fleet

Street, appointed a secretary, and advertised our presence by a

stirring appeal to the citizens. We then solicited contributions

;

and in a short time the question of Corn Law Repeal became
so popular that Drury Lane Theatre could scarcely supply

room enough for the audiences which attended the meetings.

At length a number of the largest territorial proprietors

began to manifest uneasiness, and the " Agricultural Protection

Society" engaged offices at 17, Old Bond Street, and adopted
measures for the purpose of upholding the Corn Laws. The
most prominent leaders were the Duke of Buckingham and the

Duke of Richmond, and amongst their immediate supporters

were some of the most powerful and influential of the land-

owners and tenant-farmers of the kingdom. They did not

dare to make a display of their strength by holding public

meetings in London after the manner of the League, but they

held small meetings in country places, in which they could col-

lect and address sometimes as many as 200 or 300 persons.
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They issued a good many pamphlets and other small publica-

tions, written chiefly by land-agents, and others who were im-

mediately dependent on the pursuits of agriculture. The lead-

ing object of these publications was to show that the free

importation of foreign grain would have the effect of destroying

British agriculture by throwing the land out of cultivation.

They asserted that the cry for cheap food, as advocated by the

League, really meant lower wages ; and endeavoured to per-

suade the working classes that they were more interested in a
high price for grain than a low one. There was a good deal of
bandying about of the discarded opinions of public men ; and
an imposing effect was created by such an authority as that of
Lord Melbourne, who had said in the House of Lords, " That
he had heard of many mad things in his life, but before God,
the idea of repealing the Corn Laws was the maddest he had
ever heard of;" and of his colleague in the ministry. Lord
John Russell, who had counselled the House of Commons to

refuse to hear evidence on the operations of the Corn Law.
One noble Lord who was waited upon by a deputation,

after hearing what they had to say on the subject of repeal, at

once closed the interview by telling them that their agitation

would be of no avail, that " they might as well attempt to

overthrow the monarchy as to repeal the Corn and Provision

Laws."
Lord Stanley (the T3th Earl of Derby) stated, evidently

with a view to create alarm amongst the farmers, that if the
Corn Law was repealed "this country would be inundated with

foreign grain," and by way of proof, he assured them " that in

one single province in Russia, that of Tamboff, there was a

surplus growth of 30,000,000 of quarters of wheat per annum,
which of itself would swamp the English market." It was
afterwards discovered that he had been misinformed, and that

the entire growth of wheat in the province of TambofF did not

exceed 2,000,000 of quarters.

The Duke of Norfolk, who admitted the existence of dis-

tress, but upheld the Corn Law, was said to have recom-
mended, perhaps from a feeling of compassion, that the opera-

tive classes, who were suffering from hunger, should take an
occasional pinch of curry powder, in a little water, to allay their

craving for food.

About this time I was invited, through Mr. Parker, one ot

the members for Sheffield, to pay a visit to the Earl FitzwUliam.
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Accordingly, I waited upon him, and when he had introduced

the subject of the League, he inquired the names of the lead-

ing members, and the general character of the proceedings of

the body.

I gave him the names of noblemen and other titled per-

sons, and also of some of the principal merchants and large

manufacturers in the various towns in the north, who were con-

tributors to the funds, and some of whom were actively asso-

ciated with the proceedings of the League. He was agreeably

impressed with all that I told him, and expressed himself in

favour of repeal, and by way of explanation stated that his

reason for inquiry was the prevalence in certain quarters of re-

ports unfavourable to the character and standing of the principal

parties to the movement, coupled with insinuations that some
of the Manchester people were great gamblers ; and that this

latter impression arose from the fact that two or three columns
of the Manchester newspapers were usually devoted to turf

topics.

Some time after my interview, Mr. Cobden received an
invitation to become his lordship's guest at Wentworth House,
and to accompany him on 21st October, 1843, ^^ ^^ Anti-

Corn-Law meeting at Don caster. The speakers at that meet-

ing were Earl Fitzwilliam, Mr. Cobden, Mr. Childers, and Mr.

John Bright, who had arrived that morning from London, and
who had for some time past taken an important part in the

proceedings of the League.

I received requests in like manner to wait upon Lord Rad-
nor, upon Lord Clarendon, and upon Lord Lansdowne, and I

found that all of them were in favour of the repeal of the Com
Laws, and that they were also desirous to ascertain the consti-

tution and character of the Anti-Corn-Law League. They had
already become favourably impressed, and, consequently, their

inquiries were not so minute and searching as those of Earl

Fitzwilliam.

The excitement raised at the numerous meetings, which

were being held in the manufacturing towns for charitable ob-

jects, together with the proceedings of the lecturers employed
by the League, secured the attention of the literary profession

and the editors of popular newspapers. Dr. W. Cooke Taylor

visited most of the towns of Lancashire, and published, in the

Mornifig Chro7itde, "Notes of a Tour in the Manufacturing Dis-

tricts," showing in vivid colours the depression of trade, and
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the destitute condition of the people. But the interest of the

general press was not secured without some difficulty in the

early days of the League. Indeed, the London papers, with

the exception of The Sun, completely ignored our work for a

considerable period, and the reports of the conferences and
other important proceedings were only secured in The Sim by
a subvention of ;£^5oo a year ; whilst several of the provincial

papers required orders by the League of i,ooo copies on the

occasion of any lengthy report.

At parliamentary elections the League publications were
sent to every elector. ;£"5o,ooo was subscribed, and spent at the

rate of from ^6,000 to ;^i 0,000 a year up to 1843, in the

pursuit of inquiries into the condition of the country, in the

distribution of tracts and serial publications, in the employment
of lecturers, and the holding of public meetings, when it was
found necessary to enlarge the area of operations, and
;£i00,000 was called for at once.

When the meeting for this purpose was announced, the

conductors of The Times sent reporters to Manchester, and the

success of the movement, as evidenced by the enthusiasm of

the Free-Traders, and the immense amount of money sub-

scribed in the meeting, fairly forced the leading journal to con-

fess that the League was a greatfact.

Henceforth the other newspaper conductors needed no sub-

sidies. The League and its prominent members soon became
objects of so much interest, that Messrs. Agnew undertook to

publish the portraits of the principal advocates, as a commer-
cial speculation ; and at a later period they employed an eminent
artist to paint a group picture of the Council of the League as

assembled in their room at Newall's Buildings, where they had
now descended to the first floor, and occupied a really hand-

some chamber for their deliberations. The wealthy popula-

tion of London did not, however, afford the amount of pecuniary

support which was expected, and some of the more active mem-
bers of the League volunteered to canvass for subscriptions in

the city. Amongst the mercantile and manufacturing classes

we found many free givers, and so diligent were our movements
in the work, that I was led to remark that there was hardly a

stone in Wood Street over which we had not trodden in pur-

suit of our object.

On February 3rd, 1842, the Queen opened ParHament in

person, and acknowledged, " with deep regret, the continued
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distress in the manufacturing districts of the country
;
" ad-

mitting that the sufferings and privations which had resulted

from it " had been borne with exemplary patience and forti-

tude/' she recommended to the consideration of both Houses
*' the laws which affect the imports of corn and other articles."

In the House of Commons Sir Robert Peel announced that on
the following Wednesday he would state what his intentions were.

On February 7th, 1842, an An ti-Corn-Law Bazaar was
opened in Manchester, under the patronage of the lady friends

of the League, and the sales realised nearly ;£"10,000, This
method of propagandism was very attractive and popular, and
gave increasing evidence ofthe power and progress of the League.

On Tuesday, the 8th February, a meeting of deputies from
various conferences and branch Anti-Corn-Law Associations

met at the " Crown and Anchor " in London. Mr. Duncan
McLaren, now M.P. for Edinburgh, presided over the confer-

ence for the first three days. Nearly 600 persons assembled,
and they resolved that they would accept nothing short of an
entire abolition of the obnoxious Corn Law. The day follow-

ing being the day appointed by Sir Robert Peel to declare his

intentions, about 500 of the deputies formed a procession from
the hotel to the House of Commons, and, having applied for

admission into the lobby for some portion of their number, they

were refused. Seeing the cold imperturbable demeanour of the

premier, and the declaration of his principal colleague, the Duke
of WeUington, who asserted in the House of Lords that there

was no deficiency of corn in the country, and that the distress

had nothing to do with the food question, the deputies to this

conference were summoned again for 5th June, to meet at the

King's Arms, Palace Yard, Westminster, and they were asked
to come furnished with the most recent facts, showing the con-

dition of their various localities, in order that they might again

be fairly brought before the Government of the country.

Sir Robert Peel, in the House of Commons, gave an expo-
sition of the Government proposals. He admitted and deplored
the existence of distress, but said he could not attribute it in

any degree to the operation of the Corn Law, but to a combi-
nation of other causes acting concurrently ; and he enumerated
facility of credit, the monetary affairs of the United States, and
•over-production at home. He said that the consumption of
food per head in Prussia was less than in England, and the

consumption of sugar in France was less than it was in England,
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and that wages were lower on the Continent than they were in

England. A total repeal of the Corn Law, he said, would add

agricultural to manufacturing distress, and he thought it would

be well to be independent of foreign countries for bread. He
did not mean to advocate an absolute independence ; there

should be a supply from abroad when there was scarcity at

home : he wished to have the price of wheat
, to oscillate

between 54/- and 58/- per quarter, and he thought the agricul-

turists ought not to expect more. He said that the duty at

that time was 38/8, and he would reduce it to 20/, and the duty

on other kinds of grain in proportion. He spoke of the exclu-

sive burdens on land as demanding consideration, but did not

describe what they were.

Mr. Cobden denounced the proposed measure as an insult

to a suffering people— a people whose patience had been ex-

tolled by Her Majesty, and by the right honourable baronet

himself, and who deserved very different treatment, both from

the landed aristocracy and from the Cabinet which was the

instrument of that aristocracy.

On the following morning there was a meeting in London
of more than 700 deputies, who, after many expressions of dis-

appointment, passed resolutions in solemn protest against the

Government measure, as a denial of the just demands of the

people ; as a selfish and unrighteous proposal, destructive of

every interest in the country ; and expressing their unalterable

determination not to relax in their exertions until a measure of

complete justice was obtained.

This protest was signed by Mr. Duncan Maclaren, as

chairman, and large placards containing it were posted up far

.and wide after the dehvery of Sir Robert Peel's speech. After

meeting daily for a week, the Conference broke up.

In Manchester a meeting was held in the Town Hall in

•opposition to the Cabinet measure, and was adjourned to

Stevenson Square, which was filled with people. Mr. Thomas
Bazley (now Sir Thomas Bazley, Bart., M.P.), was appointed
chairman, and the meeting declared almost unanimously against

the proposal of the Government.
The Manchester Chamber of Commerce held a meeting of

its members for a similar object ; and public meetings were also

held in Salford and in many other towns in the district, all

under great excitement, and all passed very spirited resolutions

in opposition to the partial measures of relief proposed.
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On the 14th, 15th, and i6th February, 1842, the merits of a
fixed duty of 8/- per quarter on foreign wheat, proposed as an
amendment by Lord John Russell, instead of the sliding scale,

was under discussion in the House of Commons, but the voting

was in favour of the continuance of the sliding scale.

On the 1 6th Sir Robert Peel again spoke, but evidently kept
a restraint upon the other members of his party. He attempted
to show, as on a previous occasion, that the prevailing distress

was not to be attributed to the Corn Law alone, but to other

causes, which were temporary in their operation, such as inju-

dicious banking at home and in America ; and he commended
the Bill which he had proposed as being likely to prevent

sudden inundations of foreign corn, which, if permitted, would
produce agricultural distress.

This debate became memorable by a bold and telling

speech from Mr. Cobden, who put the question, " How far is

it just, honest, or expedient, that any tax whatever should be
laid on the people's food ?" Mr. Cobden proceeded to contro-

vert the fallacy that high wages was accompanied by high prices

of food, and charged the House with ignorance on this part of

the question. Cries of "oh, oh," and derisive laughter followed.

He repeated the charge of ignorance, and referring to the prices

of bread for the last three years as having been higher than

during any other three years of the last twenty, he showed that

the wages of labour in every branch of industry had suffered a

greater decline at the same time, than in any three years before.

He would ask (addressing the opponents of repeal), " To whom
do the energies of the British people belong ? Are they theirs,

or are they yours ?
"

Referring to the advocacy by Mr. Cayley of such legislation

as would tend to keep the price of wheat at 64/- a quarter,

cheese at 52/- to 60/- per cwt, wool and butter at i/- per lb.

each, and other produce in proportion, he said :
" It may be

very amusing to find that there are a few gentlemen still at

large who advocate the principle of Parliamentary interposition,

to fix the prices at which articles are to be sold ; but when we
find a prime minister coming down to Parliament to avow such

principles, it really becomes anything but amusing. (Cheering

from the opposition). I ask the right honourable baronet, and
I pause for a reply—is he prepared to carry out that principle

in the articles of cotton and wool, as well as in corn?" (Hear,

hear.)



DEBATE IN THE HOUSE. 49

Sir Robert Peel said it was impossible to fix the price of

food by legislation. (Loud ministerial cheers.)

Mr. Cobden resumed :
" Then on what are we legisla-

ting? (Counter cheers.) I thank the right honourable baronet

for his avowal. Will he try to legislate so as to keep up the

price of cotton, silk, and wool. (No reply.) Then we come
to this conclusion, that we are not legislating for the universal

people ! (Tremendous cheers.)

" I ask the right honourable baronet, whether, while he fixes

his scale of prices to secure to his landowners 56/- per quarter

for wheat, has he any sliding scale for wages ? (Cheers.) Will

he give the people a law to keep up the rate of wages ? He
will say that you have passed resolutions to the effect that you
cannot keep up the rate of wages ; but that is no reason why
you should pass a law to mulct the working-man by one-third

of the loaf he earns.

" What are the pretexts upon which the corn tax is justi-

fied ? We have heard that there are exclusive burdens borne

by the agriculturists. I think the country has a right to know
what they are, and that it is due to this House that they

should be enumerated ! A witty gentlemen who sits near me
says, the only exclusive burdens upon land which he knows of

are mortgages ! I tell the right honourable gentleman, that

for every particular burden he can show me as pressing upon
the land, I will show him ten exemptions. (Hear, hear.) In
conclusion, what I supplicate for on the part of the starving

people is, that they, and not you, shall be the judges of their

need of corn ; that they, and not you, shall say when it is

wanted. You, who never knew the want of a meal in your
lives, do you presume to know when the people want bread ?

The right honourable baronet is the cause of our present po-

sition, and upon his shoulders will the people lay the whole of

the responsibility." Addressing the House, he inquired, " Are
you prepared to carry out even-handed justice to the people ?

If not, your law will not stand—nay, your House itself, if

based upon injustice, will not stand !
" (Cheers.)

The speeches of Mr. VilHers and of other gentlemen on
this question possessed great merit, and are deserving of being

referred to as masterly denunciations of the policy of Protection
;

but the speeches of Sir Robert Peel and Mr. Cobden appear to

convey all the leading characteristics of the controversy.

Another and most important matter for the considera-

E
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tion of the Government at that time was, how to adjust the

revenue and expenditure of the countiy, which had become
seriously deranged during the depression of commerce, i. The
deficiency of income for the last year was 2J millions sterling,

and for the last six years it was 10 milHons sterling. This
state of things demanded a remedy, and Sir Robert Peel pro-

posed to levy an income tax of yd. in the pound, or at the

rate of 3 per cent, for a limited period ; and by way of recon-

ciliation to the burden, he stated that there would be a re-

moval of commercial duties upon 750 articles of import (as

referred to by the report of Mr. Hume's committee), and that

the difference to individuals from this reliefwould be jQz i8s. 4d.

in every ;£ioo of their incomes.

Next to corn the most important articles of food to import
were live animals, which had hitherto been prohibited, but
which were now proposed to be admitted at varying rates of duty,

along with butter, cheese, salted meat, onions, and potatoes.

The discussion on the third reading of the new Tariff Bill

commenced on the 7 th of April, and the speech of Sir Robert
Peel on that occasion occupied nine columns in the Morning
Chronicle. Referring to the proposed admission of foreign

cattle, he endeavoured to dissipate the alarm of the agricul-

turists, by assuring them that there was no ground for appre-

hending that we should have any imports of cattle from Spain,

Portugal, France, Holland, Belgium, or Germany, but only

from Holstein and Jutland ; and, he would ask, supposing that

10,000 or even 20,000 additional cattle were to be taken to

Smithfield in the course of a year, would it make any material

difference to the prices ? And (appealing to the agriculturists) he
added, " I believe the general annual consumption of cattle in

England is between thirteen and fifteen hundred thousand ; is

there, therefore, any material ground for apprehension that should

justly alarm you ? " He assured the House that the accounts of

distress he was daily receiving were such as must come home to

the feelings of any man. With respect to the Corn Law, he pro-

posed that the present duties should be lowered, and the sliding-

scale adhered to and improved, so that the pubHc would be

protected from the frauds and artifices practised under the old

scale. He avowed himself an ultra free-trader in everything

but corn and sugar, adding, " I believe that on the general

principle of free trade there is now no great difference of

opinion, and that all agree in the general rule that we should
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purchase in the cheapest market and sell in the dearest. I

contend, however, that the Corn Law and the sugar duties are

exceptions to the general rule."

Mr. Cobden moved, as an amendment, on the third reading

of this Bill
—"That, inasmuch as this House has repeatedly

declared, by its votesj and through reports of committees, that

it is beyond the power of Parliament to regulate the wages of

labour in this country, it is inexpedient and unjust to pass a»

law to regulate, with a view to raise unnaturally, the prices of

food." Sir Robert Peel said, in reply, that he had listened

with great attention to the speech of Mr. Cobden in support of

the amendment, but did not deem it necessary to further dis-

cuss the question. The amendment of Mr. Cobden was then

rejected, and he entered a solemn protest against the Bill, de-

nouncing it as a robbery of the poor.

On the 7th of April, 1842, the Corn Law Bill, as amended,,

was read a third time and passed, and the following scale of

duties was thereby enacted for regulating the introduction of

foreign wheat, viz. :

—

When the average price of wheat is 50s.,
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their friends in this House to meet them .... and the result

was that they unanimously agreed, and it was carried by accla-

mation, that this motion be made."
Mr. Villiers' amendment was seconded by Mr. Fielden,

and supported by Lord John Russell, who, however, said that

he did not agree with total repeal, and had already voted
against it that year. On a division the amendment was lost

by a majority of 114.

Mr. T. B. Macaulay, afterwards Lord Macaulay, voted with
Mr. Villiers, and he very properly characterised Sir Robert
Peel's plan as '*a measure which unsetdes everything and
settles nothing ; a measure which pleases nobody ; a measure
which nobody asks for, and which nobody thanks him for

;

a measure which will neither extend trade nor relieve distress."

At the meeting of the deputies to the Conference on June
5th, Mr. P. A. Taylor was called to the chair. Addresses were
delivered by Mr. John Bright, Mr. Thomas Plint of Leeds,
Mr. Bailey of Sheffield, Mr. Bonner of Bilston, Mr. Taunton
and Mr. Taylor of Coventry (son of the Chairman, and now
M.P. for Leicester), Mr. Nelstrop (Mayor of Stockport), and
many others.

At the request of the conference. Dr. Black and I under-
took to make an abstract of the various reports presented, and
I wrote an introduction, requesting that readers who found any
erroneous statements therein would oblige us with corrections

;

but no such corrections ever came to hand, nor was any ques-

tion ever raised as to the authenticity of the facts stated,

although 5,000 copies of the report were printed and circu-

lated, bearing the signatures of P. A. Taylor, Henry Ashworth,
Hamer Stansfield, William Rawson, and Roberts Black.

Here are a few samples of the reports of the deputies :

—

Bolton, December, 1841.—There are 50 cotton mills in

Bolton, usually employing more than 8,000 hands, and of these

there are 30 either now standing idle, or working four days a
week. By a comparison with previous years, it appears that

the number of engineers, mechanics, carpenters, masons, and
other well-paid operatives, has been reduced from 3,100 to

1,730. The amount raised for poors' rates in 1836 was
;^i,558, and in 1841 ^6,268. In the month of January,

1842, the Poor Protection Society had 6,995 applicants for

relief, whose nett earnings were only 13d. per head per week.
Visits were paid by agents of this Society to 1,003 famiUes, con-
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sisting of 5,305 persons, whose earnings averaged less than

i4jd. per head per week. In 950 families there were 1,553
beds

; 53 families had no beds at all. There were only 466
blankets found in the course of this visit, being at the rate of

about loj persons to each blanket. Very little furniture was

met with, only two seats being found for every three persons.

In 609 families they had no change of under-clothing. Pledg-

ing or pawning had been resorted to in 5 1 1 famiHes. In some
cases account was taken of the number of pawn-tickets held in

families, and these varied from 15 to 40, and in one case there

were as many as 129 separate tickets. There were 1,500

houses uninhabited, and a very large additional number were

not yielding any rents.

Sir Thomas Potter, the first Mayor of Manchester, speaking

in a public meeting in the Town Hall, Manchester, on the

increase of crime, said :
" I have been horror-struck to hear

the observations from the prisoners brought up at the court,

that they wished to be sent to prison, that they would prefer

going to the New Bailey Prison, for there they would be

better fed than they could be at home. (Cries of " hear hear,"

from the crowd, and "that's true."). Now this is a shocking

state of things ! (Cries of "we want to go.") No, no, you

don't deserve to go ; and I do say that there is not a popula-

tion in the world who are bearing their sufferings with such

fortitude and such resignation as you are bearing them. They
cannot be endured long, gentlemen ; it is impossible." Contrast

this with an assertion made about the same time by the Duke
of Wellington :

—" This is the only country in the world in which

a poor man who is industrious and sober is sure to obtain a

competence."
In Manchester there were 116 mills and other works

standing idle, 681 shops and offices untenanted, 5,492 dwellings

unoccupied.

In one district of Manchester, as reported by the Rev.
Father Heame, there were 2,000 families without a bed, and
8,666 persons whose weekly income was only i4jd. each.

The patients in the various hospitals had increased by 1

5

per cent. The criminals in prison had nearly doubled. Cer-

tain cotton mills of recent erection, deemed to be worth
;^2ii,ooo, had been sold for ;2^66,ooo. The receipts of

retail shopkeepers were diminished by one half.

Stockport.—Since 1836 there have been 37 firms of master
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spinners in a state of insolvency, and consequently great dis-

tress amongst the workpeople, 3,000 dwellings being shut up.

Mr. Nelstrop, the mayor of Stockport, stated that 73,314 in-

dividuals had received relief whose average weekly income per
head was 9x^0^- He wished Sir Robert Peel to know that he,

as mayor, would not be responsible for the consequences
which might follow from the present state of things. Thomas
Carlyle in his " Chartism," which he classed with Socialism

and various other "isms" as meaning only a demand for

a fair day's wages for a fair day's work, tells that a cynic had
in droll earnest chalked upon a cottage shutter, " Stockport to

let"

Bury.—Out of 776 families visited, comprising 3,982 persons,

only 1,107 were employed, and their average earnings were
3:^d. per day.

Returns were also received from Rochdale, Preston, Old-
ham, VVigan, Accrington, Ashton-in-Makerfield, Ashton-under-
Lyne, Colne, and Leigh. In all these towns the distress was
ofthe same character and extent as above described. Charitable

societies were inaugurated everywhere, and the amount of

pauperism was frightful.

The Anti-Corn-Law deputies of the West Riding held a
meeting at Leeds, December 13, 1841, and appointed a
committee to inquire into the state of trade and the condition
of the manufacturing population in the Leeds district.

The returns received comprised Leeds, Bradford, Halifax,

and other smaller places. Insolvency was everywhere preva-

lent, and in Leeds alone there had been 29 large failures in

the three years, 1838 to 1841, the liabilities amounting to

^515,000. Taking the clothing districts generally, exclusive

of Leeds township, during the last four years, the total amount
of insolvency would probably be upwards of ^2,000,000. The
capital engaged in the woollen trade had become seriously

diminished, and the diminution of working capital was more
embarrassing than any other loss. The depreciation in the

value of mill property had been ruinous. Pauperism was over-

taking one class after another ; the local trade was approaching
a fearful climax.

Returns were also received from Stroud, Frome, and Brad-
ford in Wiltshire ; from Kendal, Barnard Castle, and Carlisle

;

from Coventry, Middleton, and the silk-manufacturing districts

of Spitalfields and Bethnal Green in London ; from the
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hosiery trades of Nottingham, Leicester, Derby, Hinckley,

and Mansfield; from the iron districts of Birmingham, Wol-
verhampton, and Sheffield, and from those of Scotland ; from

the Forest of Dean ; from Pontypool and other parts of Wales
;

from the potteries of Staflfordshire ; from the glass trades of

Warrington, Stourbridge, and St. Helens ; from the glove trade

of Yeovil ; from the paper trade in various places ; from the

shipping trade of Liverpool and Newcastle; from Dundee,
Paisley, Perth, Aberdeen, and many other places in Scotland

;

showing that in every instance the same condition of disaster

to a greater or less extent prevailed.

It was also resolved by the Conference to issue a circular,

of which the following is an abstract, to every member of

Parliament.

Abstract of the circular referred to, dated :

—

King's Arms Hotel, Palace Yard,

June 25th, 1842.
""'

Sir,—We, whose names are appended to this document, have been for

some days in London seeking interviews with Her Majesty's Ministers, and
with Members of Parliament of all political parties, that we might commu-
nicate to them facts which we deem most important respecting the present

very alarming condition of the country, and more particularly of the north

of England. We have had opportunities of stating our sentiments to

various members, and we have also had an interview with Sir Robert Peel.

We propose to lay before you the substance of the statements which we en-

deavoured to press upon the attention of the Prime Minister, and we re-

spectfully and earnestly request your consideration of the following facts :

—

In Glasgow 12,000 persons are on the relief funds, and wages are still

falling. In Dundee the number of unemployed is increasing, and wages
are falling. In 1836 Dundee consumed 150 head of cattle per week j in

1 84 1, 91 head ; and in 1842 only 71 head. In Accrington, out of a popu-
lation of 9,000 persons, not more than 100 are fully employed. In Mars-
den, near Burnley, out of 5,000 persons, 2,000 have become paupers, and
the remainder are on the verge of pauperism ; the poors' rate is i/- in the

pound per month. In Great Bolton the amount levied in 1827 was
;^3>95i5 and in 1841 ;^i6,740; the rated rental is upon ;^86,ooo, and
only ;^36,ooo is paying to the poor rates, the remainder being either empty
property, or else the occupiers are unable to pay the rates. In Stockport
the poors' rate is 10/- in the pound, and the guardians are;^5,ooo in debt.

In Wigan many families remain in bed during the day, because they feel

hunger less intolerable when in a recumbent position.

In Prescot, having 1,100 householders, principally employed in watch-
making, there were 200 recently summoned in one day for non-payment of
the poors' rate. A watch movement, which a few years ago was selling

for 30/-, may be bought for 4/6.
In Saddleworth, from a survey made in December, 1 841, there were 55

farms without tenants ; 26 mills were unoccupied, whilst most of the others

were working short time j and matters are still getting worse.
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In Sheffield the poors' rate of 1836 averaged £\(>2. per quarter ; in

l839,;^54i ; and in the June quarter of 1842, it was ;i^4,253.

In Leeds, with a population of 80,000 persons, there are 10,000 who
have been supported from a voluntary relief fund, which is now exhausted.

In Nottingham, the number of persons receiving parish relief in 1841
was 4,453, and in 1842, 7,938.

In the Midland Counties one-third of the hosiery population are un-

employed, and in the glove trade three-fifths are unemployed. Bodies of

men, under leadership, parade the town of Leicesterj^asking for alms, and
it has been deemed necessary to introduce a troop ofhorse soldiers, to pre-

serve the peace of the place.

In Manchester the shopkeepers have stated at a public meeting that

such is the poverty of the people that their trade has fallen off one-third,

and that there are thousands who buy their bread by halfpenny and
penny-worths, and that private charity is insufficient to relieve the necessi-

tous.

Details such as the foregoing might be increased indefinitely. We have
facts of an equally painful character from almost every part of the country.

We believe that if the Com Laws be abolished, trade will revive, and
the abodes of millions of the wretched will be filled with gratitude and joy.

The predictions as to the consequences of delay have already been more
than fulfilled.

You have passed a new Com Law this session, and grain has advanced
in price since its enactment, and it still rises. You have turned the burden
somewhat, but you have not lightened it. We ask you to open the ports

for the free admission of foreign grain, and to do this before you separate.

Justice, policy, humanity, the very safety of our common country, im-

peratively require it.

In your present course your motives are doubted ; self-aggrandisement,

rather than a regard for your country's welfare, is believed to be the object

of your legislation. Your names are loaded with obloquy, and harsh

terms are applied to you, on account of your unwillingness to liberate the

industry of your country.

We feel bound to warn you of the evils which impend, if you prefer the

unwise policy you have hitherto adopted. We shall hail you as the de-

liverers of your country if you have the wisdom to see what is right, and
the courage to act boldly and immediately on what is wise. Our sense of

the critical position of our country has caused us thus to address you. The
responsibility rests with you, and a heavy responsibility it is. That the Wis-
dom which cannot err may guide your councils, is our fervent wish. We
subscribe ourselves, with the greatest respect,

HAMER STANSFIELD, Leeds.

WILLIAM RAWSON, Manchester.
WM. ROAFE, Independent Minister, Wigan.

JAMES LEES, Saddleworth.

JOHN BRIGHT, Rochdale.
CHAS. BAKER, Baptist Minister, Stockport.

WILLIAM DIXON, Accrington.



CHAPTER VI.

Deputations to Cabinet Ministers—Messrs. Pawson and Holdforth of Leeds,

Chappell and Gardner of Manchester, Ashton of Hyde, Brooke of

Huddersfield, Akroyd of Halifax, Biggs of Leicester, Walker of Bury,

Hoole of Salford, and Ashworth of Bolton, on the Distress—Explana-

tions by Sir Robert Peel—Temper of Sir James Graham—Close of the

London Conference—Address by the Council of the League.

The alarming character of the crisis became so strongly im-

]:>ressed upon the deputies who had answered the call of the

i^eague, that they were unwilling to separate without forming

another deputation, and making yet another appeal to the

premier, to Sir James Graham, the Home Secretary, and to

others who held positions of influence in Parliament.

This deputation consisted of Mr. Pawson, the mayor of

J^eeds; Mr. Holdforth, of Leeds; Mr. Chappell and Mr.

Gardner, of Manchester ; Mr. Thomas Ashton, of Hyde ; Mr.
lirook, of Huddersfield; Mr. Edward Akroyd, of Halifax;

Mr. Biggs, of Leicester ; Mr. J. Walker, of Bury ; Mr. Henry
Ashworth, of Bolton ; Mr. Hoole, of Salford ; Mr. John Bright,

of Rochdale ; and other gentlemen.

On the 25th of July, 1842, Sir Robert Peel received the

deputation, and they remained standing in his presence during

a conference which lasted two hours.

Messrs. Pawson and Holdforth described the appalling con-

dition of the working classes of Leeds, and the charitable

.. efforts made there to provide food for the distressed.

Mr. Alderman Chappell, of Manchester, described the

exhausted condition of the cotton manufacturers, and gave a

number of instances in which the depreciation in the value of

mill property was utterly ruinous to the proprietors.

Mr. Gardner confirmed the statement, and in his appeal,

related a conversation with a working man who was going to

America, believing, as he said, that " the manufacturers would
soon be done up here."

Mr. J. Walker, of Bury, referring to his own business as an
iron-founder and machine-maker, stated, that one of his con-

cerns had been twelve months closed, and in another the
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employment had so fallen off that the wages' payments had
been reduced from ;£8oo to ;£^35o per week.

Mr. Edward Akroyd stated, that since 1838 the number of

persons receiving out-door relief in Halifax had increased by
130 per cent. The slaughtering of animals had been re-

duced to about one half. Provision dealers were sustaining

bad debts of serious amount. Serious disaffection was showing
itself, and 15,000 Chartists had met to consider about ulterior

steps.

The Rev. Mr. Lowe, of Forfar, argued the injustice and
immorality of the Corn Law, and so pressed his personal re-

sponsibility on Peel, that he turned very pale, and had to

leave the room for a time. Mr. Lowe's denunciations were
like those of the prophets of old, or like those of Knox against

Mary.

I assured the right hon. baronet that the painful accounts

he had listened to were by no means exaggerated ; and in cor-

roboration I stated that in the Poor Law Union of Bolton,

consisting of 90,000 persons, there were about 13,000 receiving

parish reUef, besides a great many others whose immediate
wants were provided for by voluntary charity.

The ratepayers themselves showed signs of severe embar-
rassment, only ^9,000 having been collected towards a rate

of ;^2 1,000, which had been laid a year ago. Amongst the

destitute there were a considerable number who were either

skilled workmen in engineering and the mechanical arts, .or in

the chemistry of printing, dyeing, and bleaching calicoes. To
such persons the want of food was not a mere physical suffer-

ing, but was even more harassing to the mind. They knew but

little of the commercial difhculties whence their distress had
sprung, but they were looking impatiently for the remedy, and
trying to acquaint themselves with the resources for food and
employment in other countries. Some of the choicest of our

skilled workmen were already emigrating; and my mill manager,
who had a large salary, had lately removed with his family to

the United States ; for he said he had concluded that the fate

of this country was sealed, and he was desirous to have his

family settled where they would have a more favourable cl^ance

of success in life.

The attention of the people of Lancashire had recently been
drawn to an impressive statement made to them by Mr. Curtis,

of Ohio, who was on a visit to Manchester, which gave an
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account of the enormous food-productions of Ohio and the

districts of the Mississippi ; stating also that in the absence of

tape, buttons, and thread, the clothes of the producers in that

State were held together by strings made from the bark of trees.

He (Mr. Curtis) had seen supplies of wheat, and barrels of

animal food, consigned for sale at New Orleans, to an extent

so far beyond the means of export and the purchasing power
of the place, that at length this food became putrid, and led to

pestilence and fever. Doubtless a system of exchanges of our

manufactures for food, if once put in motion, and not hindered

by law, would alleviate the sufferings of our own people, and
tend to enrich the inhabitants of both countries.

Sir Robert Peel, in reply, said, " You will admit that I have
diminished the protection to agriculture more than has been
done within any previous six months, at any rate ?

"

I said that I considered the alteration made in the Corn
Law was only nominal, and of no real advantage to the

consumer. Sir Robert had reduced the import duty on
wheat from 37/8 to 20/- per quarter, but he knew that six

feet of water would drown a man just as well as six yards, and
so a 20/- duty would exclude imports almost as completely as

37/8. With regard to the new tariff, and the 750 articles

upon which the import duty had been reduced or repealed, I

was unable to see any substantial benefit to the working man,
whatever it might be to the other and more wealthy classes

;

there was a reduction of the duty upon silk, gloves, satin, boots,

spices, turtle, perfumery, and cosmetics, but the cheapening of

these would avail but little to the operative classes.

Sir Robert Peel remarked, "It is rather shallow to say that

the poor don't care for cosmetics. It must be recollected, too,

that I have made a great reduction of the duty on the importa-

tion of meat."

I said that I was aware of that, but reminded him that pork,

which was now allowed to be imported, was being purchased
at Cincinnati for 8/- per cwt, whilst the import duty was also

8/-, or cent, per cent. ; and we had little need to be surprised,

therefore, that the Americans should impose a duty of 35 per
cent, and upwards upon our manufactures.

Sir Robert Peel said, " I think we had better not discuss

the tariff." The day was very close and warm, and Sir Robert,
who appeared to be suffering from the heat, retired for a few
minutes.
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On his return, Mr. Thomas Ashton referred to the great

extent of the emigration of factory hands to America. He said

that the best, the most careful, steady, and industrious men
were leaving, and he very much regretted this, and thought

that the good hands should be induced to stay at home.
Sir Robert Peel replied that he should say they went to

America to invest what money they had in hand.
Mr. Ashton rejoined, " I should say, to obtain employ-

ment."

Sir Robert Peel then promised to convey the facts and
statements of the deputation to his colleagues.

The deputation saw Lord Stanley at the Colonial Office,

and Lord Wharncliffs at the Privy Council Office, and Lord
Ripon and Mr. Gladstone at the Board of Trade.

They all appeared unwilling to discuss the subject at length,

because they, as an administration, were agreed that the Corn
Law was for the benefit of the country.

On the 4th August, 1842, the deputation waited upon Sir

James Graham at the Colonial Office. The interview was
evidently unwelcome, and Sir James appeared captious and
uneasy during the whole time of the conference. The state-

ments of the deputation confirmed the previous accounts of

the extreme sufferings of the people, arising from the absence

of employment in all the manufacturing districts. Sir James,
in reply, referred to the report of Mr. Horner, the factory

inspector, showing that during the last five years no les.s than

91 new mills had been erected for the cotton, flax, silk, and
worsted trades.

Mr. Alderman Chappell, of Manchester, rejoined to the

effect that many of these mills had never been completed, and
that, had they been completed, the five years' provision of

mills would only have absorbed one year's increase of the

population, leaving the other four years' increase totally un-

provided for ; moreover, that in the same districts, as the report

would show, there were 138 mills not working at all, whilst

139 others were working on short time.

Sir James referred to a statement of Mr. Fielden, M.P. for

Oldham, to the effect that improvements in machinery had
thrown out of employment 35 per cent, of the hands
engaged in those mills where the improvements had been
adopted.

Mr. Alderman Chappell said that was not the fact ; that it
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was not so much a superseding of labour, as a change of labour,

which was caused by improvements in machinery.

Mr. John Bright repudiated the idea of making it a question

of mills, or of Manchester only, and said that distress prevailed

more largely in districts where there were no mills.

Sir James wished to know, if trade was so bad, how it

happened that the consumption of raw cotton was greater

during the last six months than during the corresponding period

of last year.

Mr. Thomas Ashton said they were spinning coarser num-
bers, and therefore consumed a greater quantity of cotton with

the same amount of labour and machinery.

Mr. Alderman Holdforth, of Leeds; Mr. Blyth, of Glasgow;
Mr. Houtson, of Halifax, and other gentlemen, gave par-

ticulars of the distress existing in their respective neighbour-

hoods.

Sir James replied that the fact of the distress was admitted,

and no one was more desirous than himself to apply a remedy,
and that the Ministry had proposed such measures as ap-

peared to them expedient. Mr. Brook, of Huddersfield,

objected to the doctrine of expediency, and said that justice,

and not expediency, ought to be the guide and policy of our

rulers.

Mr. John Brooks, of Manchester, described the state of

distress existing in that town, and spoke of the feverish discon-

tent as evidently leading to political troubles. Sir James inter-

rupted him, exclaiming, " Why, you are a Chartist
!

"

Mr. Wm. Rawson interposed, saying, " Mr. Brooks is not

a Chartist
;
" and he added, " If you will put that question

to me, I will tell you whether I am a Chartist or not." He
then related some striking facts as to the extreme depres-

sion of the hosiery trade, with which he had long been
connected.

I said that for more than two centuries our countrymen had'

been the leading manufacturers of hosiery for the world, and
that now they were unable to provide themselves with stock-

ings : that it was the object of the deputation to avert, by a

timely repeal of the Corn Laws, the still greater depth of suffer-

ing towards which our trade and population were rapidly

approaching. It was evident from the frequent assembling of

large masses of people, that they were impatient and indig-

nant, and 66,000 of the working classes in Manchester and
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Salford had memorialised their representatives in Parliament to
" stop the suppHes."

Sir James Graham inquired, " How many amongst those

66,000 persons understood what they asked for ?"

I replied that it would be impossible to answer for the
political intelligence of that large number ; but doubtless there

were amongst them many well-informed persons, who knew the

importance of what they demanded, and they would know that

the demand was not unconstitutional, but was based upon
ancient and modern precedents. That I need not remind Sir

James that, until a comparatively recent time, the national

revenue was raised for the most part direct from the landlords,

and that they could restrain the expenditure of Parliament by
withholding, or threatening to withhold, the supplies. That
since the period referred to, a legislature of landlords had dis-

covered a means of raising revenue by " indirect taxation," and
that in this way the landlords were relieved, and a heavy burden
of taxation was made to fall upon commerce and industry. It

could not therefore be wondered at, that the memorialists, who
were themselves tax-payers, and writhing under the pressure of

the times, should take examples from the landlords of a former

period, or from the more recent example of the citizens of

London, who, in 1832, memorialised in like manner for the

stoppage of supplies until the Reform Bill had passed. More-
over, the industrious classes were beginning to feel their im-

portance to the country, and could show the advantages to the

community arising from their skill and labour ; and they com-
plained that whilst they were called upon to endure these

grievous privations, the landlords were enjoying protection by
law, with rents greatly increased in amount, and with comforts

unknown and undreamt of by their forefathers. Sir James
Graham assumed asi air of indignant surprise, and exclaimed,

"Why, you are a leveller," and inquired if he was to under-

stand that the labouring classes considered that they had some
claim upon the landlords' estates ? I, under some emotion,

turned to the deputation, and inquired whether in their opinion

I had conveyed any such idea in what I had said ? They at

at once cheered me, and declared that it was utterly impossible

that such an impression should have been conveyed in what I

had said.—Mr. Thomas Ashton appeared indignant at the impu-

tation, and called out, " Go on, Mr. Ashworth, and never mind
him." I proceeded, and reminded Sir James that Sir Robert
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Peel had told the landlords that the manufacturing prosperity

of this country was of far more value to them than any advan-

tages they could possibly gain by the Corn Law ; and I asserted,

on my own deliberate judgment, that if the Corn Law was not

soon repealed, and the manufacturing prosperity of the country

restored, the remaining interests which landlords might possess

in mortgaged and rack-rented estates would soon become
worth only a very few years' purchase.

Upon the rising of the deputation, Sir James Graham re-

marked, in a way somewhat premonitory, that if any serious

outbreak were to take place, all the institutions of the country

would in one week be reduced to their primitive elements

—

that the rights of property would be sacrificed, and that the

labouring classes themselves would be amongst the greatest

sufferers.

I said if Sir James Graham would also allow me to specu-

late in like manner upon the results of such a disaster, I

would venture to predict that, whatever might befal the rest, I

trusted and believed that the soui>d moral tone of our middle
class would be retained ; and though the industrial freedom of

the country might pass through a severe ordeal, it would
eventually be established, and the well-being of the country

preserved. This interview lasted two hours.

The sittings of the Conference were now brought to a close.

Deputies from every part of the country had continued to arrive

from day to day foi about a month, all giving the most painful

details of the sufferings of the people in their several localities,

and these accounts were reported from day to day in the

public papers.

The Conference before separating adopted and published

the following address :

—

Again we have assembled as a Conference, and we have proclaimed
from the heart of the Empire the impolicy and the wickedness of

the Corn Law. We have obtained interviews with the principal mem-
bers of the Executive Government, and have addressed them with a

freedom which our desire for the safety of our country authorised and
enabled us to do. We have forced upon the attention of Parliament the
unwelcome subject of the national distress and its remedy ; and we have
sent through the public press to the remotest comers of the country facts

and arguments on the great principle of industrial freedom, and we know
that our labours have not been in vain. The time for argument would
appear to have passed, and our opponents now seek safety in a morose and
obstinate silence. The springs of national power and wealth are rapidly



64 RECOLLECTIONS OF COBDEN AND THE LEAGUE.

drying up. We would say, fellow-countrymen, look to your representa-
tives ; let deputations M^ait upon them ; tell them the people must live,

even though party should perish. Your own intelligence, your own virtue,

your own energy, must deliver you. We now separate, but are prepared
to re-assemble at such time and place as the Council in Manchester may
determine. Providence has given plenty. A few men of wealth and title

have opposed their mandate to the will of Heaven. Shall mortal man be
more just than God ?

Signed, Peter Taylor, Chairman.

Palace Yard, Westminster, Aug. ist, 1842.

Messrs. Hume, Villiers, Cobden, and O'Connell, were
present at the last sitting, and addressed the Conference most
feelingly on the occasion of their retirement.

This was a trying moment to the Council of the League,
and to all who had for years been labouring in the cause.

The Ministry, regardless of the representations made to them,

had taken no action thereon, but allowed Parliament to

separate, thus taking upon themselves the responsibility of

another winter of destitution and suffering.

At a special meeting of the Council of the League held on
the 20th of August, 1842, Robert Hyde Greg, Esq., in the

chair, an address, moved by Mr. John Bright, and seconded
by Mr. Henry Ashworth, was issued to the people of the

United Kingdom. The address was to the following effect :

—

That whilst wholly disregarding the wicked and calumnious attacks

made upon us by the abettors of monopoly, we feel it to be our duty to

recall to the calm consideration of all classes the long prevailing evils

against which we have unceasingly contended—evils which we solemnly
believe have led to the existing commotions, and which, unless removed,
will inevitably involve the nation in still greater calamities.

In the autumn of 1838 the accumulating privations and alarming
prospects of the people impelled a united effort to procure the abolition of

the Com Law.
In the spring of 1839 a numerous body of delegates assembled in

London, and appealed to the House of Commons to be heard at their bar j

but their application was refused.

In 1840 another delegation assembled in London to press upon Parlia-

ment and the Ministry the necessity of repealing the Com Law, and this

second appeal was likewise rejected.

In 184 1 another and more numerous body of deputies met, and reiterated

their facts and arguments, and again the Legislature refused the act of

justice demanded of them.
During the parliamentary recess between 1841 and 1842 meetings were

held in almost every part of the country, amongst which was one of 650
ministers of religion held in Manchester, and another of 800 ministers and
office-bearers of Scotch congregations held at Edinburgh, all proclaiming
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the moral and physical deterioration of the working classes, and the

ruinous effects of the Corn Law upon every department of industry.

In 1842, at the opening of the Parliamentary Session, 700 delegates

commenced their sittings in the metropolis. They sought an interview

with the Prime Minister, who declined to receive them. They published

an appalling statement of the sufferings of the population, and showed the

intimate connection between those sufferings and the working of the Corn
Law. The Legislature then sanctioned a change in the law, which was
entirely worthless, and tantamount to an utter denial of the just claims of

the people.

Subsequently another delegation assembled in London, and had inter-

views with the Prime Minister, and with various of his colleagues. They
laid before them the state of the country, the impending destruction of

some, and the great depression of all trades ; the intense and wide-spread
sufferings of the people ; the exasperation of feeling at the hopelessness of

redress which prevailed amongst them, and the danger that some great

social convulsion would result from the infatuated resolution of the majority

of the Legislature, despite the prayers of millions ofpetitioners, to maintain

at all hazards their destructive monopoly.
We have long foreseen, and often foretold, the disastrous effects of the

Corn Law, pointed out the chief cause of distress, suggested the remedy,
and foretold the consequences of delay ; our duty has therefore been
performed, and the responsibility now rests upon the Government and the

Legislature^

Whilst we strongly and unequivocally condemn every breach of the

public peace, we desire to express our sympathy with the unmerited and
long-continued sufferings of the working-classes, and our belief that the

industrious population of this country, if justly governed, would in-

variably be disposed to conduct themselves as peaceable, honest men, and
good citizens.

Finally, we declare our unshaken conviction that the unjust and in-

human Corn Law is the main cause of the evils which afflict the industrial

community, destroying the profits of the manufacturers, reducing the wages
of the working-men, and bringing beggary and ruin upon a large portion of

our countrymen ; and we desire to record our deliberate opinion that the

dense and increasing population of this country cannot be in a prosperous,

comfortable, or contented condition, so long as they are subjected to the

pressure of the Corn Law ; and that there can be no guarantee for the

peace of society, or for the security of life and property, whilst large

masses of the people are sinking into a state of abject destitution. We
therefore earnestly implore our countrymen of every class to unite with us

in urging upon the Government the necessity of immediately re-assembling
the Legislature with a view to the total abolition of the destructive monopoly
in the food of the people.

Signed, Robert Hyde Greg, Chairman.
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Address by Mr. Bright to tlie Men of Rochdale—Miss Martineau on

the Chartists—The Trades' Delegates in Manchester—The Plug

Riots—Increased Exertions of the League—The ^^50,000 Fund

—

The Corn Law Condemned by the Common Council of the City of

London.

It is due to the premier, Sir Robert Peel, to state that he ap-

peared to entertain generally sound views on political economy,

and at various times insisted on the policy of buying in the

cheapest and selling in the dearest market ; he also admitted

that it was impossible to fix the price of food by legislation

;

but in making such admissions, he alarmed and offended his

monopolist and agricultural supporters in Parliament, and he

therefore made exceptions in favour of corn and sugar as being

entitled to Protection. He admitted the existence of great

distress, and it was obvious that he also knew the true remedy,

but felt afraid of giving offence to his party, and therefore in

his legislation disregarded, to a great extent, the sufferings of

the people.

The condition of the working classes at this time was des-

perate, and in such a state they were exposed to the influence

of unscrupulous leaders who had no dread of the results of a

crisis.

A meeting of trades' delegates was held in Manchester,

who, while they pledged themselves to preserve the public

peace, passed resolutions insisting upon the enactment of the
" People's Charter " for the achievement of their political

rights ; and invited working men generally to disregard for the

present the Anti-Corn-Law movement, and to unite in securing

the Charter, insisting most strongly that the repeal of the Corn
Law would afterwards be accomplished in due course.

It was represented by the leaders of this movement that a

great commercial convulsion would render the demand for the

Charter irresistible, and that the representative system would
thus be reformed, leading to working-class power, and to a

great advance of wages. The plan of action laid down was the
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revival of the idea of a sacred month, during which every man
should entirely cease working.

On the 8th of August, 1842, the factory hands of Ashton-
under-Lyne, Stalybridge, Hyde, and other parts of that district,

acting upon this advice, ceased working, and moved about
from town to town, in large companies; and at Manchester.

Oldham, and other towns, they induced the operatives to leave

the mills, and join them.

In this manner, and for about a fortnight, there were large

bodies of men, in a state of great excitement, visiting the

various manufacturing towns and villages, and causing the la-

bour of the mills to be suspended. The cotton trade, already

unprofitable, became involved in great losses, and most of the

employers, under this pressure, allowed their hands to leave off

working and to go about as they pleased ; indeed, they had no
option, for where any hesitation appeared, either with masters

or workmen, the rioters would proceed to draw the water plugs

of the steam boilers, and thus, without personal violence, they

would put an end to the working of the mills. Notwithstand-

ing this folly, there was complete abstinence from plunder, and
the rioters were seldom disturbed by the preservers of the

peace.

A belief was prevalent among the more intelligent, that the

turn-out was not the voluntary act of the majority. The
magistrates were, however, on the alert ; and the mayor of

Manchester issued a caution against joining promiscuous
crowds in the streets, and a great number of special constables

were appointed, to be ready for action in case of necessity.

An assemblage, comprising some thousands of persons, in

Granby Row fields, Manchester, was being addressed by
several Chartist leaders, at an early hour of the morning, which
proceeding produced alarm, and caused the interference of the

civil and military authorities. The Riot Act was read, and the

occupants of the hustings were informed that they would be
dispersed. This announcement was received with manifesta-

tions of great displeasure, but it had the effect of causing the

dispersion of the assembled multitude without recourse to

violence.

At a meeting of trades' delegates, held in the following

week, in the Carpenters' Hall, Brook Street, Manchester, it

was resolved:—"That in the opinion of this meeting our

p olitical rights are imperatively necessary for the preservation

F 2
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of our wages, and the * People's Charter ' is the only means of

gaining the said rights." They had been made to believe that

this universal movement would compel their employers to

advance wages, but they had not anticipated the non-resisting

policy of the employers, who were quite willing to let their

mills stand idle, when they could not be worked without great

loss.

A tranquillising effect was produced by the publication in

Manchester of an address from Sir Benjamin Heywood to the

working men, and by one from Mr. John Bright to the working

men of Rochdale ; these gentlemen expressed deep sympathy
with the sufferers, and warned them against the advice of pub-

lie speakers who would urge them to stand upon the Charter

as a means to effect a rise of wages ; they showed that there

was delusion and folly in such a movement, and that the first

step to improvement for all concerned was commercial free-

dom—freedom ofindustry ; therefore it became them to exercise

their reason, to lay aside their prejudices, and to decide wisely

on the course to be pursued. The following is the address

written by Mr. Bright :

—

TO THE WORKING MEN OF ROCHDALE.

A deep sympathy with you in your present circumstances induces me
to address you. Listen and reflect, even though you may not approve.

You 9.re suffering—you have long suffered. Your wages have for many
years declined, and your position has gradually and steadily become worse

and worse. Your sufferings have naturally produced discontent, and
you have turned eagerly to almost any scheme which gave hope of

relief.

Your fellow-workmen in Ashton and Oldham turned out for an

advance of wages ; they invaded your town, and compelled you to turn

out. Some of you, doubtless, were willing, but many of you were re-

liictant, to join them. They urged you to treat the men of Bacup and
Todmorden as they had treated you. They told you that you had no
aourage, and that you would be unworthy the good opinion of your fellow-

workmen, if you refused to act towards others as they had acted towards

you. You became an invading force. You visited the peaceful villages

of Bacup and Todmorden, and compelled your fellow-workmen to cease

their labour. You were regardless of the sufferings you were bringing on
their wives and children ; you relentlessly, and contrary to every principle

of justice and freedom, deprived them of bread ! You have had many
meetings to deliberate on your position and prospects. An advance of

wages to the rate paid in 1840, and ten hours' work per day, were the

demands you were urged to make. But when the turning-out in this

district was completed, and you had become evicted, these demands were

abandoned, and you were then urged to refuse to work until the Charter

became law.
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Many of you know full well that neither an Act of Parliament nor the
act of a multitude can keep up wages. You know that trade has long been
bad, and that with a bad trade wages cannot rise. If you are resolved to

compel an advance of wages, you cannot compel manufacturers to give you
employment. Trade must yield a profit, or it will not long be carried on ;

and an advance of wages now would destroy all profit. You have a strong

case now in the condition of the colliers and calico-printers. The wages of
the colliers are not so low as those in many other trades ; but they suffer,

because they are only employed two or three days per week. The wages
of calico-printers have only been reduced once during twenty or thirty

years, and yet they are now earning as little as any class of workmen,
having not more than two or three days' work per week. If they combined
to double the rate of wages, they would gain nothing, unless they could
secure increased regular employment. Your attempt to raise wages cannot
succeed. Such attempts have always failed in the end, and yours must
fail.

To diminish the hours of labour at this time is equally impossible ; it

is, in effect, a rise of wages, and must also fail. You can have no rise of
wages without a great demand for labour ; and you cannot dictate what
hours you will work, until workmen are scarce.

Your speakers and self-constituted leaders urge you to give up the

question of wages, and stand upon the Charter. Against obtaining the
Charter the laws of nature offer no impediment, as they do against a forcible

advance of wages ; but, to obtain the Charter now is just as impossible as

to raise wages by force.

The aristocracy are powerful and determined ; and, unhappily, the
middle classes are not yet intelligent enough to see the safety of extending
political power to the whole people. The working classes can never gain
it of themselves. Physical force you wisely repudiate. It is immoral, and
you have no arms and little organisation. Moral force can only succeed
through the electors, and these are not yet convinced. The principles of
the Charter will one day be established ; but years may pass over, months
must pass over, before that day arrives. You cannot stand idle till it

comes. Your only means of living are from the produce of your ovni
labour. Unhappily, you have wives and children, and all of you have
the cravings of hunger, and you must live ; and, in order to live, you must
work.

Your speakers talk loudly. They tell you of your numbers and your
power, and they promise marvellous results if you will but be firm. They
deceive you—perhaps they are themselves deceived. Some of them con-
trive to live on this deception, and some are content with the glory of their

leadership. They flatter you grossly, and they as grossly calumniate your
employers. They pretend to be working out your political freedom ; they
know that that freedom can only be obtained through the electoral body
and the middle classes, and yet they incessantly abuse the parties whom it

is your interest to conciliate and convince. For four years past they have
held before your eyes an object at present unattainable, and they have
urged you to pursue it ; they have laboured incessantly to prevent your
following any practical object. They have vilified the substance and
extolled the shadow. They have striven continually to exasperate you
against those who alone will or can aid you to overturn the usurpations of
the aristocracy. They have succeeded in creating suspicion and dissension.
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and upon that dissension many of them have lived. They have done their

•utmost to perpetuate your seven or eight shillings per week, and by their

labours in that cause they have enjoyed an income of three or four times

that amount.
My fellow-tovi^nsmen,—You have been in a fever during this week.

Your conduct, unopposed as you have been, has been peaceable, and such

as my intimate knowledge of you led me to expect from you. We are all

liable to err
;
you have committed an error, but it is not a fatal one— it

may be retrieved. I believe you to be intelligent men, or I would not

address you. As intelligent men, you know you cannot remain out
;
you

cannot permanently raise wages by force
;
you cannot get the Charter now.

"What are you to do then ? Return to your employment. It is more noble
to confess your error than to persist in it, and the giving up of an error

Tarings you nearer the truth. When you resume your labour, do not give

lip the hope of political improvement— that would be even more to be
deplored than your present movement. Cherish it still—a brighter day
will come—and you and your children will yet enjoy it. Your first step to

entire freedom must be commercial freedom—freedom of industry. We
must put an end to the partial famine which is destroying trade, the

demand for your labour, your wages, your comforts, and your inde-

pendence. The aristocracy regard the Anti-Corn-I.aw League as their

greatest enemy. That which is the greatest enemy of the remorseless

aristocracy of Britain must almost of necessity be your firmest friend.

Every man who tells you to support the Corn Law is your enemy— every

man who hastens, by a single hour, the abolition of the Corn Law, shortens

by so much the duration of your sufferings. Whilst that inhuman law exists,

your wages must decline. When it is abolished, and not till then, they will

rise.

If every employer and workman in the kingdom were to swear on their

bended knees that wages should not fall, they would still assuredly fall if

the Corn Law continues. No power on earth can maintain your wages at

their present rate, if the Corn Law be not repealed. You may doubt this

now ; but consider the past, I beseech you—what the past tells you the

future will confirm. You may not thank me for thus addressing you ; but,

nevertheless, I am your friend. Your own class does not include a man
more sincerely anxious than I am to obtain for you both industrial and
political freedom. You have found me on all occasions, if a feeble, yet

an honest and zealous defender ; and I trust in this matter time will work
no change in me. My heart sympathises deeply in your sufferings. I

believe I know whence they mainly spring, and I would gladly relieve

them. I v^ould willingly become poor if that would make you comfortable

and happy.
I now conclude. I ask only the exercise of your reason. If it be

possible, lay aside your prejudices, and you will decide wisely.

To such of you who have been employed at the mills with which I am
connected I may add, that as soon as you are disposed to resume your
work, the doors shall be open to you. I invite you to come, and you shall

be treated as, I trust, you have ever been—as I would ever wish you to

treat me.
I am, with all sincerity, your friend,

John BraoiiT.
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in Other parts of the kingdom similar disturbances prevailed,

and, in some places, less regard was shown to life and property.

Miss Martineau, writing of that period, says:—"The Chartists

had got into the hands of Protectionist guides or agents
;

they broke in upon free-trade meetings, and denounced free

trade in corn, and stirred up precisely those among the work-

ing classes who were suffering least—such as the pitmen of the

coal districts, and the Welsh miners. There were riots of

nailers and miners at Dudley, and in the districts around Stour-

bridge, requiring the active services of the military for their

:suppression. In the Potteries a force of 6,000 malcontents

•committed violence, broke into shops, burnt dwelling-houses,

and kept all Staffordshire in alarm, so that troops had to be en-

camped there." In a few weeks the Chartist strangers, who
had been dropping in from a distance, and many of whom
nobody knew, showed a depth of design and an extent of rapa-

city which disgusted the bulk of the Lancashire operatives, and
they accordingly lost their hold, and th-e disorder gradually sub-

sided through the last weeks of August and the beginning of

September.
The Chartist turn-out made obvious the need of more

popular teaching by the League, and increased efforts were

made to indoctrinate the people with the principles of free

trade. On the 15th and 29th September, and 6th October,

meetings of the Council of the League were held, and the

chairman, Mr. George Wilson, proposed that England should

be formed into twelve districts, with a lecturer for each district;

and this proposal was carried unanimously.

Up to the 13th October, 1842, 2,000 lectures had been de-

livered, and more than 5,000,000 of Anti-Corn-Law tracts had

been printed and circulated ; whilst petitions, with millions of

signatures, had been presented to the Legislature ; conferences

of deputations from various parts of the kingdom had assembled

five times in the metropolis, and had waited upon the Execu-

tive Government and upon other influential members of the

Legislature ; ministers of religion had met m large numbers in

Manchester, in Edinburgh, and in Carnarvon, and had pro-

tested against the demoraUsing influences which arose from the

pernicious policy which interfered between the bounties of

Providence and his creature, man. A memorial had been pre-

sented to Her Majesty, signed by 255,271 of the women of

Manchester and other towns ; another from the women of
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Edinburgh, signed by 34,428, and one from the women of Car-

lisle, signed by 6,216. Memorials had also been presented

from many Dissenting congregations in the counties of Lancas-

ter and York, all in favour of the total and immediate repeal of

the Com and Provision Laws.
The pecuniary expenditure of the League had, from its

commencement up to this date, exceeded ;^i 00,000.

Of ultimate success no one doubted, but much yet remained
to be done, and the Council of the League, in entering upon
the fifth year of their struggle for justice and for industrial ex-

istence, appealed to their supporters to enable them to com-
mence the ensuing year of agitation with a disposable fund of

;£'50,000, and they did not ask in vain.

Public Meeting.—On Tuesday, November 22nd, 1842, a

public meeting of merchants, manufacturers, and other capi-

talists, was held at the Town Hall, Manchester, to consider the

ruinous effect produced on trade by the operation of the Corn
and Provision Laws, and by our restrictive commercial policy.

The meeting was convened by a circular from the Anti-Corn-

Law League, and was one of the largest assemblages of mer-
chants and wealthy and influential manufacturers ever held in

Manchester. The chair was taken by Robert Hyde Greg, Esq.

He referred to a meeting of the cotton trade of this district,

which had taken place twelve months before on this subject,

and said that since that time our prospects had not improved.
By the report of the Factory Inspectors it appeared tl/at ten

per cent, of all the cotton mills, and 12 per cent, of all the

woollen mills, in Lancashire and Yorkshire, were standing idle,

and that of the rest only one-fourth were working full time.

He directed attention to the increase of commercial failures, to

the declining state of public institutions, to the acknowledged
distress of our manufacturing towns, and to the falling revenue
of the country, as evidence of the disastrous state of our trade

and commerce. Speeches by Sir Thomas Potter, Mr. B. Pear-

son, Mr. Thomas Ashton, Mr. Edmund Grundy, Mr. Cobden, Mr.
Bright, Mr. Jno. Brooks, Mr. Thomasson, Mr. W. Bickham, Mr.
Foster, Mr. J. Chadwick, and the Mayor of Manchester, fol-

lowed, all corroborative of the statements of the chairman, and
all insisting upon the repeal of the Corn and Provision Laws,
and the removal of all restrictions on trade, as indispensable to

the restoration of commercial prosperity.

Subscriptions were announced in the room amounting to
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;£"4,ooo, and the subscriptions announced from meetings held

in Other towns showed the same spirit of Hberahty, viz. : Leeds,

;^i,ooo ; Huddersfield, ^1,320 ; HaHfax, 780 ; Bradford,

;£"425 ; Hohnfirth, ;£^ioo ; Blackburn, ;^6oo ; Rochdale,

;£i,7oo. In all the large towns committees were formed for

collecting subscriptions; and so vital had the question become,
that, notwithstanding the heavy losses continually occurring in

trade, the whole sum of ;^5 0,000 was speedily subscribed.

I was at this time in London, canvassing for subscriptions,

and I wrote an address to the inhabitants of the metropolis on
the general subject of the depression of trade and the destitu-

tion of the operative classes ; and shortly afterwards the Com-
mon Council of the City of London denounced the Corn Laws
in the following resolution :

—

Humphrey, Mayor.—At a Common Council holden in the Chamber
of the Guildhall the 8th December, 1842.—Resolved : That the continued
and increasing depression of the manufacturing, commercial, and agricul-

cultural interests of this country, and the M^ide-spreading distress of the

working-classes, are most alarming ; manufacturers without a market, and
shipping without freight ; capital without investment ; trade without
profit ; and farmers struggling under a system of high rents ; Corn Laws to

restrain the importation of food, and inducing a starving people to regard
the laws of their country with a deep sense of their injustice. That this

Court anxiously appeals to the first minister of the Crown to give practical

effect to his declarations in favour of Free Trade, by bringing forward at

the earliest possible period such measures for securing the unrestricted

supply of food, and the employment of the people, as may effectually

remove a condition of depression and distress too widely prevailing to

co-exist with the safety and the preservation of our social and political

institutions.

Mereweather.



CHAPTER VIII.

Lords Fitzwilliam and Radnor on the Corn Law—The Times Newspaper
on the Principal Men of the League—The Anti-Corn-Law Lecturers
—Mr Acland at Brill—The League Tracts on the Corn Law

—

Opinions of Eminent Men contained therein—Sir Robert Peel's

Responsibility—Extraordinary Scene in the House of Commons

—

Mr. Cobden charged with abetting Assassination—Great Meetings
protesting against this charge, and expressing sympathy with Mr.
Cobden.

It was from time to time vehemently denied by the Duke of

Buckingham and the principal advocates of Protection, that

the Corn Law was a contrivance to keep up rents ; and it

will be interesting to prove at once the hollowness of the

landlords' plea, and the sincerity and earnestness of the noble
recruits to the cause of the League, by reference to a debate in

the House of Lords, in May, 1841, upon the proposal made by
Lord John Russell, in the Commons, to impose a fixed duty of

8/- a quarter on wheat.

Earl Fitzwilliam, referring to a recent letter addressed by
Lord Willoughby d'Eresby to a meeting of the county of Lin-

coln, expressing his apprehension that the enactment of an 8/-

duty for the sliding scale would be detrimental to the interests

of the country, said, " But in my opinion, the fears of my noble

friend, and of those who agree with him, have prostrated their

understandings. (Laughter.) My noble friend states in his

letter, that a duty of 8/- a quarter upon corn would have the

effect of sweeping away one-third of the rents of the country.

(Cheers.) I believe, my lords, that it will have no such effect.

(Oh, oh.) If you think, my lords, that it will have any such

effect, what becomes of the charge which you so often make
against me in speech and gesture, that I falsely accuse a part of

the legislature with acting upon selfish motives in maintaining

the present laws ? For if the ground of your lordships' appre-

hension be that the proposed alteration would sweep away one-

third of your rents, then it follows that you wish to maintain

the law to prevent a reduction of your rents."

Upon this same subject Earl Radnor said, " That the whole

object of the Corn Law was to uphold rent. It was said that

the object was to employ labour in the cultivation of land.
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Now if that was the case, why was the produce of grass as well

as of arable land protected ? There was a tax upon the impor-

tation of horses and also upon the importation of asses.

(Laughter). The importation of horned cattle was prohibited,

and so were sheep and swine. (Hear, hear.) Turkeys, fowls,

eggs, milk, and cheese were taxed. (Hear, hear, and laughter.)

There was not an article of food of any description which was
not taxed. What could be the object of that, but to put money
into the pockets of the landlords? Not only the produce of

the land, but that of the sea also was taxed. (Hear, hear.)

Now this latter was said to be done for the purpose of protect-

ing the fisheries, and encouraging a race of seamen. How was
the fact? What fish was most highly taxed? Why, salmon

—

the fishing of which had nothing to do with educating seamen.
Several noble lords derived from this tax as much as ^4,000
or ^£"5,000 a year from their salmon fisheries. But what fish

did their lordships think was exempt from taxation? They
would suppose it was some ignoble fish, but it was no such
thing. It was a fish that never was seen on the table of a poor
man. It was turbot. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) Yes, there

was another fish which was not taxed. Was that a poor man's
fish ? No indeed, it was a lobster, that their lordships might
might have sauce for their turbot. (Laughter.) This was not
a subject to laugh at. Hundreds of thousands of their country-

men were starving around them, whilst every animal upon the

earth, and every fish in the sea, and every bird of the air, was
taxed, to prevent its coming to those famished people."

These speeches were delivered before the League became
'* a great fact," and it is not wonderful that noblemen, who
were so clear-sfighted on the subject of import duties in general,

should, on the rejection by the House of Commons of Lord
John Russell's 8/ palliative, be driven by force of logic into

the arms of the League. Meanwhile the leading journal was
thus described in " The Anti-Bread-Tax Circular," of November
4th, 1 841 :

—
" The Thiies has for several months assailed person-

ally, and with savage rancour, all who have been prominently
engaged in advocating the repeal of the Corn Law. An assembly
of 650 Christian ministers, including Dr. Pye Smith, Dr.
Vaughan, and Dr. Cox, were designated ' varlets ' in the lead-

ing columns of that journal ; their coats were said to be borrowed
from the shelves of ' old clothes shops,' and their shirts to be
unfit for the backs offoottnen ; and the lecturers of the League
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have in that journal been paraded as tap-7'007n companions ;
"whilstfools, dolts, and fanatics are the epithets applied to our
parliamentary champions ; and, at last, by way of climax, that

journal has dared to insinuate the charge—that the Anti-Corn-
Law League prompted the miscreants who fired the corn stacks

at Stratford-on-Avon !

"

I believe that throughout the whole career of the League
only one suggestion was ever made, the carrying out of which,
if adopted, might reasonably have been expected to lead to a
breach of the peace. It was made by Mr. William Hill, of

Wisbeach in Cambridgeshire, and was to the effect that the

League should promote a penny subscription by working men,
for the purchase of a cargo of foreign corn, and that on its

arrival in port they should go in a body to the ship, provided
with small bags, to claim their property, and should refuse to

pay the duty ; and if not allowed thus to land what they had
already paid for, they were to be instructed to empty their bags
into the sea. The Council of the League saw the danger of

the project, and at once refused, not only their aid, but also

their countenance to the scheme. And I think I may safely

affirm that there never was in this or any other country so

extensive, so energetic, so long-continued, and at the same

^

time so peaceful an agitation upon any other political subject

;

* and if the opponents of the League had been as determined as

were the Leaguers themselves, to resort to no unfair or illegal

practices, it would have been much better for all parties.

But the tactics of the opponents of the League rendered it

advisable to send out lecturers into the agricultural districts.

Mr. Cobden himself went through the southern counties during

the parliamentary recess, holding meetings on market days, and
maintaining his ground against all comers. The eyes of the

farmers were by these means opened, and many of them joined

the League. A few extracts from the reports of meetings held

by Mr. Cobden and his supporters, will show the up-hill work
which had to be done, and how it was accomplished. Speak-
ing of a lecture at Brill by Mr. Acland, one of the most active

of the lecturers employed by the League, the Aylesbury News
wrote—" For a period of six days, the scum of the population,

the bullies and bruisers of Brill and the neighbourhood, had
been kept in a state of great excitement. On Mr. Acland's

arrival, half a dozen drunken brawlers rushed from the Sun Inn,

shouting, * We won't have him ! No Acland ! We '11 have
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nobody but the Duke.' Fighting between the opponents and
the supporters of Mr. Acland then became the order of the

day. At five o'clock the constables of the town proceeded to

the store of Mr. Parsons, the brewer, and returned with a

barrel of strong ale, which was tapped and served out by Con-
stable Stuchfield, in the public highway, immediately opposite

the farmyard where Mr. Acland was to lecture. On Mr.
Acland's approach he was hustled, abused, and threatened by
the drunken retainers of the Duke's representative. He was
with difficulty got within some railings which separated the yard

from the garden, where he remained for nearly an hour, a wit-

ness of the most disgraceful riot ever seen in the place. The
bruisers of course won the battle, and then they mounted the

late landlord of the Sun Inn upon a barrel for a song, and
afterwards carried him round the yard on their shoulders. A
solicitor named Reid then attempted to address the mob in

favour of ' his friend and their friend the Duke of Bucking-

ham.' On concluding his speech, he was also carried round
the yard in staggering procession. Mr. Acland then mounted
a table, and commenced to address the crowd, when a rush

was made by the drunken mob, and the struggle became des-

perate between them and the orderly labourers who had come
to listen ; meanwhile Mr. Acland was pelted with stones and
mud, until the rioters broke through the palings, and smashed
the table which he had just vacated."

This is a fair sample ofthe tactics of the opponents of the Anti-

Corn-Law League in Buckinghamshire ; and the reader will not

need to be informed that it is characteristic of the upholders of

every bad cause.

ANTI-CORN-LAW TRACTS.

At one of the League meetings, when the reports of the

stolid ignorance of the people, the obstinacy of the Ministry

and of the most influential members on both sides of the

House of Commons, had made the Council somewhat dull and
sad, Mr. Cobden jumped up and said that they must no longer

be contented to dispense simply free-trade tracts, but they

must circulate condensed libraries on the Corn Laws, and
instead of raising a subscription of ;^5o,ooo, he thought they

might as well ask for ;^i 00,000 at once. Up to 1843 the sum
of ;^47,8i4 towards the ^£^50,000 fund had actually been re-

ceived by the treasurer of the League, and nine millions of

tracts, weighing upwards of 100 tons, and 20,000 copies weekly



73 RECOLLECTIONS OF COBDEN AND THE LEAGUE.

of the League newspaper, beside other pubHcations, had been
issued from the oflice.

These tracts were sent to every Parliamentary elector, and
comprised io8 octavo pages, including three prize essays of

i6 pages each ; the evidence of Mr. J. D. Hume before a

committee of the House of Commons ; a tract by the Honi
and Rev. Baptist Noel ; extracts from the works of CoL
Peronett Thompson, and from Mrs. Loudoun's " Philanthropic-

Economy ;" three tracts addressed specially to farmers ; art

address to the Duke of Wellington ; and various extracts front

twenty-four popular authors. The solemn earnestness of the

Council of the League is sufficiently evidenced by the printed

slip containing their own address, which was enclosed in each

packet of tracts, and I give it entire—"You are an elector.

To you is entrusted the privilege of choosing the law-makers.

It is a trust for the good of others ; and upon the right or

wrong exercise of this trust depends the happiness or miser}^

of millions of your fellow-creatures. At the next Parlia-

mentary election you will be entitled to choose between a

bread-taxer (one who withholds corn from the people) and a

candidate who will untax the poor man's loaf. The choice

involves an awful responsibility. Think, solemnly and care-

fully, before you decide. Examine the evidence which is now
placed in your hands. Ignorance cannot be pleaded after

knowledge has been freely given to you. Remember that you
will decide for plenty or for scarcity, for comfort or misery, for

health or disease, for life or death, to many thousands of

immortal beings. Remember, above all, that your decision

will be recorded on high, and that you will be called to

account for your vote at that dread tribunal, when all mankind
will be judged—not by their professions, not by their prayers,

but when the blessed will be told, ' I was an hungered, and ye

gave me meat.' " .

I will try to compress into a few words some of the

authorities quoted in the tracts which were circulated with this

solemn appeal.
" It is absurd to suppose that the most momentous of

all raw materials should be prohibited or restrained in use

for the sake of enriching a few monopolisers."

—

Dean Tucker.

"The unlimited freedom of the corn trade is the only effective

preventive of the miseries of famine, and the best palliative of

the inconveniences of a dearth."

—

Adam Smith. " Wherever
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commerce is known to be always free, and the merchant abso-

lute master of his commodity, there will always be a reasonable

supply of corn."

—

Be?ijamhi Fratiklin. " Of all things, an
indiscreet tampering with the trade in provisions is the most
dangerous."

—

Edmund Burke. " In England all other interests

are overborne and crushed by the agricultural interest."

—

Jeremy Bcjitham. "All classes, except the landlords, will be
injured by the increase in the price of corn."

—

D. Ricardo^
'•' The larger the surface from which a country draws its.

supplies of food, the less likely is it to be injuriously affected

by varieties in the harvests."^^. R, McCulloch. " To cut off

any of the sources of supply can only tend to lessen its abun-

dance ; to close against ourselves the cheapest market for any
commodity must enhance the price at which we purchase it,

and to confine the consumer of corn to the produce of his own
country, is to refuse ourselves that provision which Providence

itself has made, for equalising to man the variations of climate

and of seasons."

—

Protest by Lord Grenville, a?id signed by ten

Peers. " Food is the last thing upon which I would attempt tO'

place any protection."

—

-James Deacon Hume. " All Protection

means robbing somebody else."

—

Colonel Tho7?ipson. "The
Corn Law is an extension of the pension list to the whole of
the aristocracy of Great Britain."

—

London Times. " A Corn
Law is a mere excuse for keeping up high rents."

—

Mr. Baring\
against the Corn Bill of 1815. " No better notion of cheating

a nation could be devised than the present Corn Laws.''

—

Lord
Morpeth. " Sir Thomas Robinson, you talk like a savage

;

what, sir, would you prevent any people from feeding them-
selves, if by any honest means they can do it ? "

—

BoswelVs
Life ofJohns071. " An importation of 50,000 head of cattle

would produce an import trade of half a million of money, and
would lead to an export trade of equal amount, which would
contribute to increased labour and employment."

—

Mr. Glad-

stone^ May 2'^rd, 1842. "The Corn Law increases the price

of bread. Rents rise with the rise in the price of com.
Wages do not rise with the rise in the price of bread."

—

Lord
Stanley's admissiofis to John Brooks at the Parliamentary
election ^1841.

One of these tracts is by a farmer's son, and it sets forth, in

a very clear manner, how even farmers are for their own sakes

interested in the prosperity of trade. Here is the essence of

the tract :
—" I am the son of a farmer, whose father, grand-
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father, great-grandfather, and great-great-grandfather, have

occupied land on the same estate from the time of Queen
Elizabeth. All my relatives in the last generation were em-

ployed in agriculture. I have never ceased to cherish the

hope that I should be enabled to terminate an active life on
a piece of land of my own, where I could follow out the

employment which had so many charms for me in youth. My
conviction that the Corn Law is injurious, therefore, arises

from no prejudice against the class of men from whom I have

sprung. My father told us he could make no more than one

son a farmer, for, said he, ' if I could, I would not send three

of you out to bid against my neighbours and to raise their rents

or displace them.' And thus, when I had begun to pride

myself on ploughing a furrow as straight as a mathematical line,

I was compelled to the soUtude of a great town, and I have

ever since been convinced that farmers take a very mistaken

view of their own interests, if they think they can be promoted

at the expense of the trade in which a great portion of their

own families will have to seek for employment. The farmer

can bring up one son only to his employment, if he is to hold

the same station as his father ; trade, therefore, becomes the

resource of the surplus population of the farm." Then follow

statistics of 12 families known to the writer, in which, out of

47 sons, only four were farmers, and of 32 daughters, only four

were married to farmers.

Another tract is from Mrs. Loudon, and is made to say

:

" The Saviour of mankind, in setting us an example that we
should follow His footsteps, blessed a few small loaves, and by
His divine mandate made them sufficient to feed five thousand

persons. The Parliament of Christian England follows this

example—how ? By cursing the bread of twenty-five millions

of people, and changing, by their word, each poor labourer's

portion into one half of that which his Creator has furnished

him with the natural means of obtaining for himself. Surely, as

much food as a man can buy, with as much wages as a man can

get, for as much work as a man can do, is not more than the

natural, inalienable birthright of every man whom God has

created, with strength to labour, and with hands to work. Is

it, or is it not, an infringement of this right, to compel our

labourers by Act of Parliament—^by law—to give as much
money for half a sack of wheat as they could purchase a whole

sack of wheat for, did no such Act of Parliament, no such
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abuse of brief authority, no such abuse of the principle of equal

justice flowing from good-will to all, did no such law exist?

That law, too, made law by the votes of those who put the

difference into their own pockets."

Another tract consists of extracts from three addresses,

published at different times, by Earl Fitzwilliam, in which he
successfully combats the notion that agricultural labourers are

benefited by the high price of corn. He gives a table, showing
the wages of labourers in the month of May in each year, from

1797 to 1829, and the price of two- thirds of a bushel of wheat
at each of the same dates ; from which it is clear, that not-

withstanding the variations in the amount of money wages, the

largest sum left over the necessary cost of bread is almost

invariably when wheat is lowest in price. And Earl Fitzwilliam

tells his brother landowners that " the painful confession must
be made, that our own benefit is the true object for which this

obnoxious code (the Corn Law) is established."

Another tract consists of extracts from the various works of

Colonel Thompson, who very properly follows up the confession

of Earl Fitzwilliam, and says, " Every poor man, agricultural or

other, that is brought upon the poor rates for relief, is brought

there by the immediate act of the men who lord it over him at

quarter sessions and parish vestries, as much as if they had

made an Act of Parliament saying, ' Be it enacted, that Hob
Carter and Giles Ploughman shall never have a shilling in

their pockets without the squire of the parish taking sixpence

of it to keep his coach horses.'" * * " It is a cruel joke

to talk about the evils of an increasing population, when that

population is cut off by law from selling the produce of its

labours in the best market, for the sake of a nobler caste, who
tell us plainly, like the French noblesse^ that they will pay no
taxes, unless they may have liberty to take the amount again

from other people, and who, if speedy change of mind be not

vouchsafed them, will come to the same rough end." * *

" The strength of the country must depend upon food, popu-

lation, and manufactures; or upon some or other of them.

And all these must be cut down together, by having two
bushels of corn instead of four." * * "If Noah had shut

himself up in his ark and let his family eat nothing but what
could be grown upon his decks, he would soon have had an
outcry against population, and the formation of an emigration

committee ; and Shem, Ham, and Japhet would have been

G
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distressed manufacturers ; and instead of reading lectures on
not multiplying, his remedy would have been to let in foreign

corn." '^ * " The origin and foundation of property is

labour. The proposal to keep up rent by restrictions virtually

includes the essence of personal slavery, which consists in

obliging one man to labour for the benefit of another without

an equivalent." * * <' When a manufacturer produces
goods and exchanges them abroad for corn, he may as truly be
said to produce the corn as if it came out of his loom or his

mill. And if he is prohibited from doing this, it is /ii's pro-

duction that in reaUty is stopped." * * *' Does any mystery
of nature conceal the fact, that different countries have been
created under such circumstances as to make it practically

impossible that a partial failure in the harvests should not be
remediable by communications with the others, if man, in the

wisdom of his absurdity, could be persuaded not to stand by to

prevent." * * " Xo say that the removal of restrictions

would reduce the incomes of landowners is at most only saying

it would take awayfrom them what they never ought to have had."

Trite as these extracts read now, self-evident as is their

truthfulness, they had, in the struggle for the repeal of the Corn
and Provision Laws, to be reiterated and argued for years, in

order to procure their acceptance, and thereby induce such a

state of mind as to force legislation in the proper course.

Mr. J. Deacon Hume, late Secretary to the Board of Trade,

in the evidence given by him before a Committee of the House
of Commons, in 1839, estimated the burden of Protection on
wheat alone at ;£"36,000,000 a year. Two of the prize essays

on the Corn Law were by tenant-farmers, and the third by Mr.
W. R. Greg. These tracts argue the question from every

possible point of view, and tend to show, what everybody now
acknowledges, that a policy of Protection injures even the

classes for whose benefit it is imposed ; and we all now know
that, whilst our foreign trade has been immensely increased,

both landlords and farmers are far better off than they were
under the Corn and Provision Laws : and I think a single

short extract from The Financial Reformer for August,

1876, will very properly sum up this whole question. " We
tried the plan (of Protection) in this country with such remark-

able success * * the exports of our produce and manufac-

tures, having been ;£^5i,6o3,ooo in 1815, were ;^5i,634,ooo

in 1841 ; we then arrived at the conclusion that Protection was
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' all a lie/ and commenced a course of legislation which has in-

creased our exports, so that in 1875 they reached ;£"239,558,ooo."

I may perhaps as well add an extract from a letter, written by
Mr. Bright, in acknowledgment of his election as an honorary

member of" The Boston Free Trade Club,'' in 1876 :—" Protec-

tion has upon it a taint of the great wrong of slavery. It does not

steal the labourer, but it steals his labour ; it taxes it cruelly,

it lessens its result and its profit, and turns it into channels less

useful to the labourer. It says to your cultivator of the soil,

you must not exchange your quarter of wheat or your barrel of

flour with an Englishman for the cloth or hardware he would
give you for it

;
you must exchange it only with an American,

who will give you so much less for it. It was so with us 30
years ago. Our weavers could not exchange with your farmers

a piece of cloth for a barrel of flour, but only with an English

farmer who offered him half a barrel. So the protective system

has in it much of the evil of slavery, for the labour of the labourer

is not free ; it is by force of law diminished in value." And to

these extracts may very appropriately be added the following

from Thomas Carlyle's reply to a letter of invitation to the Anti-

Corn-Lavv banquet in 1843:—"As for the Corn Laws, my
opinion, any time these ten years, has been complete ; and even,

so to speak, more than complete. For these ten years I have
heard no argument, or shadow of an argument, in behalf of

them, which was not of a kind (too literally) ' to make the angels

weep.' I consider that if there is a pernicious, portentous,

practical solecism, threatening huge ruin under the sun at pre-

sent, it is that of Corn Laws in such an England as ours of the

year 1843. I consider that the Corn Laws lie on the threshold

of all and every important improvement in our anomalous, dis-

tressed, and, distressing condition of society; that they fatally

block up all possibility of the innumerable improvements which
are fast becoming indispensable, if England is to continue to

exist. That it is the duty of all English citizens to do what-

soever is practicable for the removal of those laws. That they

will have to be removed, unless this universe, and its eternal

laws, are a chimera. That God declares against them, audibly

to all just hearts ; and that man is now fast declaring—that all

men cannot too soon declare—how much lies beyond the

Corn Laws, desperately calling for revision, for reformation,

among us ; and till the Corn Laws are removed, the problem
cannot so much as begin."

1

G 2
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On the 2nd of February, 1843, Parliament reassembled, but
there was no increase of hopefulness in any quarter ; indeed,

the distress in the country was deeper, and the revenue returns

were still unfavourable.

In January, 1843, occurred an event which, deplorable

enough in itself, was converted into a malignant accusation

against Mr. Cobden and the League. On this subject Miss
Martineau writes as follows :

—" Mr. Drummond, the private

secretaiy of Sir Robert Peel, was shot in the street, and died of

the wound; and, as it happened at a season of political troubles,

it was supposed that he had been mistaken for the premier.

The murderer was at once apprehended, and proved to be a
lunatic, and was committed to an asylum for life." In connection
with this event a strange and melancholy scene took place in the

House of Commons. On the fifth night of the debate on the

address, Mr. Cobden told the country gentlemen some very

straightforward and unwelcome truths, such as he had repeated

frequently out of doors, to the effect that they could not call

themselves agriculturists, but merely rent-owners ; and that the

Corn and Provision Laws were not enacted to protect farmers

and labourers, but to raise rents ; and on this occasion no one
attempted to answer his charges. He had more than once
asserted the responsibility of the premier for this state of things

without a single interruption or call to order, or any indication

that any one believed the word responsibility to be used with

any other than its usual parliamentary import. At the conclu-

sion of Mr. Cobden's speech, Sir Robert Peel and Mr. Bankes
rose together, and loud cries arose for '' Bankes ;

" but the

prime minister, by violent gesticulations, striking upon a box
on the table before him with furious violence, and with a coun-

tenance which indicated extreme agitation, succeeded in ob-

taining the ear of the House, and he then spoke as follows :

—

'• Sir, the honourable gentlemen who has just sat down has

stated here, very emphatically, what he has more than once

stated at the conferences of the Anti-Corn-Law League, that he

holds me individually responsible* (loud cheers of assent)

—

responsible for the distress and suffering of the country ; that

* These words were pronounced with much solemnity, and were fol-

lowed by a loud and emphatic cheer from the ministerial benches, the House
presenting an appearance of extreme excitement, the members in the

galleries standing up, and many of those below whispering eagerly to each

other.
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he holds me personally responsible. (Renewed cheering of the

same character.) Be the consequences of those insinuations

what they may (cheering renewed with great vehemence), never

will I be influenced by menaces (continued cheering) to adopt

a course which I consider "—(the rest of the sentence was lost

in renewed shouts from the ministerial benches).

Mr. Cobden rose again, and said :
—

" I did not say that I

held the right honourable gentleman personally responsible.

(Shouts from the ministerial benches of 'yes, yes
3
you did,

you did,' mingled with cries of 'order' and 'chair.') I have
said that I hold the right honourable gentleman responsible by
virtue of his office (renewed shouts from the same quarter,

cries of ' no, no,' and confusion), as the whole context of what
I said was sufficient to explain." (Renewed cries of " no, no,"

from the ministerial benches.)

The Morning Chronicle^ in describing the scene, stated that

Sir Robert Peel, in the opening of his speech, in a manner
peculiarly his own, gave the signal for this new reading ; that

then, and not till then, the sense so conveyed brought forth a

frantic yell, which would have better accorded with a company
of savages who first saw and scented their victim, than a grave

and dignified assembly, insulted by conduct which they deemed
deserving of condemnation. The report stated that Mr. Cob-
den rose instantly, and disavowed having used the word " per-

sonal," whilst Sir Robert Peel, from his seat, fiercely replied
" you did, you did."

The rule of the House of Commons is, that the explanation

given by a member of his words and meaning is always ac-

cepted. In this case Sir Robert violated the rule ; but upon
reflection, and after Mr. Cobden's disclaimer, the premier

added :
—

" I will not overstate anything ; therefore I will not

say that I am certain the honourable gentleman used the word
' personally.'

"

Notwithstanding this retractation, the Protectionist press

next day renewed the charge against Mr. Cobden, and in-

dulged in the basest insinuations. The Times wrote as fol-

lows :
—

" We do not impute to Mr. Cobden an intent to murder;
but we do impute to him that with his eyes open, knowing fully

the threatening consequences to Sir Robert Peel's life, of popu-
lar odium, and with no other purpose than to increase his own
credit and power with the most violent class of politicians, he
feels no scruple at recklessly and unceasingly labouring to direct
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that odium, personally and individually, on the minister whose
life has been once already attempted. It is difficult to avoid

the suspicion that, though he has no intention to use the pistol

himself, he does not find himself at liberty to affront those who
do. If he is not anxious to put the premier out of the world,

he cannot, by the extreme of charity, be fancied very careful to

keep him in it."

This sort of incendiary language was bad enough, but it was
surpassed in atrocity by that of many hireling pens, and the

result was to injuriously influence the minds of the opponents
of the League, whilst it only disgusted the great majority in the

country.

The League deputies were then in London, and at their

next meeting, Mr. Hamer Stansfield of Leeds being in the

chair, the warmest indignation was expressed against the at-

tempt to fix a stigma on the name of Richard Cobden. In the

following week nearly 10,000 persons assembled in Manchester
to testify their unabated attachment to the distinguished advo-

cate of the cause of free trade, and they gave an emphatic

denial of all alliance with any other than peaceful and moral

means for the accomplishment of their object. An address to

Mr. Cobden was unanimously adopted, from which I quote

the following extract :

—

We have seen with indignation the attempts made by the monopoHsts
to heap slanders upon the man who has been so powerfully instrumental in

denouncing the injustice of that legislation which has brought this once
flourishing country to the verge of ruin ; and we can understand that the

distinguished position in which you are placed is well calculated to excite

the hostility of all who believe themselves interested in the continuance of

the wrong which you have done so much to expose.

Fortified by the approbation of your own conscience, and by that of a

vast majority of your fellow-countrymen, who have watched your career

with intense and increasing interest, you can well afford to despise the

assaults and calumnies of the abettors of monopoly. We bid you go on I

Your country and mankind call upon you not to falter in youi course ; and
may He who is the dispenser of all mercies prosper you in your arduous

labours.

A great number of other addresses, from various parts of the

country, were presented to Mr. Cobden, all condemning the

conduct of Sir Robert Peel in having insinuated or imputed to

him an alliance so atrocious.

Some three years afterwards (in 1846), when the Corn and
Provision Laws were doomed, Mr. Roebuck revived the sub-
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ject in the House of Commons, and Sir Robert Peel then for-

mally withdrew the imputation.

At a public meeting, held in London a day or two after the

debate, Mr. Cobden expressed his astonishment that he, who*

was a member of the Peace Society, and conscientiously

beheved that it was worse than useless to take human life,

even for murder, should be accused of instigating assas-

sination.

The meeting in Manchester, on the 23rd of February, was
called as an " extraordinary general meeting " of the League,
and was certainly one of the most "extraordinary" meetings
ever held in Manchester or the country ; the Free Trade Hall

being crowded to excess, although calculated to hold more than

5,000 persons. The meeting was called " to repudiate the

charges made in the legislature against the League, and more
particularly against Richard Cobden, Esq., M.P." The word
" charges " covered both the personal attack of Sir Robert
Peel in the Commons, and Lord Brougham's bitter invectives

upon the same subject in the Lords. Mr. George Wilson pre-

sided, and in the course of his address said :
—" I deny all-

alliance with, and approbation and knowledge of any agent or

means, other than those that are peaceful, moral, and in ac-

cordance with the British constitution, for the accomplishment
of our object, and I hurl back the calumny as a most atrocious,

most wilful, and most audacious falsehood."

A letter was then read to the meeting, from the late Absalom
Watkin (father of Sir Edward W. Watkin, M.P.), in which he
said :

—
" They who made the charge do not believe it ; but it

should nevertheless be repelled, in order that silence may not
be mistaken for acquiescence, and the usefulness of the League
be impeded by the infamous calumny. At the same time I think

we ought to assert fully and clearly the constitutional doctrine

of the 'individual and personal responsibility' of every minister

of the Crown. I am not aware that this responsibility has ever

been doubted by any writer on the law of England. Sir Robert
Peel is unquestionably responsible for all the measures which he
recommends, and which his majority enables him to carry. He
is in the habit, more than any minister whose speeches I can
recollect, of speaking of those measures as distinctively and
personally his. If he will assume all the credit, he must at

least retain his legal portion of the responsibility. That
responsibility is individual and personal. A minister may be
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impeached, he may be tried, convicted, and executed. All
these things are individual and personal, and in this sense he
is held, by the Constitution, to be individually and personally
responsible to the people of this country, acting by and through
their representatives. * * In the utter astonisment which
Mr. Cobden must have felt at such a shameless perversion of
his meaning, and in the midst of the hideous outcry by which
those who cannot speak endeavoured to sustain their leader, it

is no wonder that Mr. Cobden was more eager to disclaim an
odious imputation than to re-assert a principle. But the mem-
bers of the League have had time for consideration, and it is

for them to supply what is wanting. It is their duty, while
they disavow the odious charge which has been insinuated
against them as a body, and while they do justice to the

character of Mr. Cobden, to maintain and assert the unques-
tionable doctrine of the British Constitution, that every minister

of the crown, and consequently Sir Robert Peel, is individually

and personally responsible for the measures which he adopts.
The assertion of the principle appears to be called for by the
treatment which Mr. Cobden has received from the monopolist
majority, and may perhaps have some influence upon those
who are inaccessible to higher motives."

Resolutions were passed at this meeting expressing the
highest respect for Mr. Cobden ;' and an address to him from
the inhabitants of Manchester and Salford was also adopted,
embodying their grateful acknowledgments for the valuable
services he had rendered to the country.

I was called upon to move the first resolution, which was as

follows :

—

That this meeting, having learnt that in the two Houses of Parlia-

ment the Anti-Corn Law League has been charged with encouraging, or
countenancing, the employment of personal violence, in order to obtain the
repeal of the Corn Law, feels called upon to repel so unjust and groundless
an insinuation ; and especially to declare the indignation with which it

views the attempt to misrepresent the expressions used by the hon. member
for Stockport during the recent debate on the suffering state of the country.

In moving the resolution, I said :
—" Gentlemen, I believe

it may be taken for granted that with a wrong-doer nothing is

so provoking as truth. Mr. Cobden made his speech, and
what followed ? Mr. Bankes, who had been assailed in that

speech, immediately rose as Mr. Cobden sat down. At the

same time Sir Robert Peel rose also ; and as a proof that there
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was no conception in the House that Mr. Cobden had made
any reprehensible aUusion to the premier, the general cry was

for ' Bankes.' There was no cry for Sir Robert Peel. It may
therefore be supposed that if any injury had been inflicted, the

House thought Mr. Bankes was the injured man, and not Sir

Robert Peel. Sir Robert, however, flourished his arms, and
struck his fists upon a wooden box, in order to attract attention,

and then the House consented to hear him. But what did

they hear ? Not a defence of his measures, but an enunciation

of insinuations, which, if they meant anything, meant an alliance

of Mr. Cobden with the objects of the assassin McNaughten.
I have seen the feeling of this meeting on the subject ; the

oflence will not soon be forgotten. It is a subject, as Mr.

Cobden said last night at the ,

' Crown and Anchor,' that will

keep, and mend with keeping. When a man of acknowledged
talent and superior mind abandons reasoning and takes to

insinuation, what are we to think of him ? I leave the con-

sideration which it suggests to your minds. But let us not

leave the subject without a word of comment on the proud
position of Mr. Cobden. It has become the privilege of the

hon. member for Stockport to defeat the highest man in the

realm, and that, too, with the noblest weapon which human
intellect and human tongue can wield. Gentlemen, if the

offence of our friend is the charging of responsibility on the

minister, I plead guilty to that charge myself. I was one of

a deputation to wait upon him last session, and I see men
around me now who were present at that interview. You will

remember that during the session Sir Robert Peel commended
the conduct of the people, who had borne their sufferings so

patiently. At the interview we reminded him of this, but we
told him that though they had been so patient, there were
embers smouldering underneath the mass, which, but Httle

seen, were yet known to have given indications of a sudden
breaking out into flames. We told him of the Sunday meet-
ings held in this neighbourhood. We told him of the language

used at those meetings ; we told him that banners were carried

before the processions having inscribed on them ' Bread or

Blood,' and we implored him, as he valued the peace of

the country, to remove the cause of the people's trouble.

Gentlemen, if the leaders of the Anti-Corn-Law League, who
then declared the responsibiHty of ministers, are the violent

men they are now represented to be by the ministerial organs,
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why were they not then rebuked ? If Sir Robert Peel and
Sir James Graham thought that we deserved the title of in-

cendiaries, why did they not then charge it upon us ? But Sir

James Graham said on that occasion, ' I see you are men of
station, property, and influence, and I call upon you as such
to preserve the institutions and the peace of the country/
According to this confession, then, we are not the men it is

now sought to represent us to be. You will recollect that,

following these indications of danger, of which we gave the
ministers friendly warning, painful scenes occurred. You
know that afterwards miUtary force was brought amongst you
to protect life and property, whilst the free importation of
bread was refused. It must have been familiar to Sir Robert
Peel and to Sir James Graham that the people were starving

at the cannon's mouth. And what did they do? Did they
pass an Order in Council to admit foreign wheat duty free ?

No such thing. One stroke of the pen would have brought to-

our shores those barrels of flour which were lying in thousands,

in the storehouses of the United States, decaying and falling to

pieces for want of mouths to eat thereof, and which would have
restored happiness to thousands in this country who were
pining away for want. But what did they do ? They passed
an Order in Council to enable us to export machinery duty
free. When the free importation of food might have given the
people peaceful employment, was that a time to put our im-
proved machinery into the hands of the foreigner, so as to

deprive our people still further of work ? I am not one of
those who oppose the sale of machinery abroad. Sell any-
thing, I say, that we do not want to keep ourselves, but do let

us have what we want in return for it. Now, responsibility

must rest somewhere, and those who made that Order in

Council, without taking off" the duty on corn, are, in my
opinion, responsible for much of the suffering and the misery
which the people of this country have endured since that time.""

These sentiments were endorsed by the enthusiastic applause
of the meeting.

Mr. Thomas Bazley was the next speaker. He said he
repelled, on his own and on their behalf, with all the power he
could command, the insinuation that they had used or coun-
tenanced violence in attempting to attain their object. He
added :

—
" Surely we should not use, as an instrument for

obtaining justice, inhuman cruelty and injustice. We are
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engaged in a peaceful struggle. Our means are mental ; they

are moral. We seek a conquest through conviction, by the

force of truth and reason; not by a physical process. With
my friend, Mr. Ashworth, I hold the Government of the,

country responsible for the people's sufferings ? May not the

increased number of paupers in the workhouses hold Govern-
ment responsible? And there are the silent reproaches of

those who lie in their still graves—whose cry is gone up to

heaven—they reproach not, but I trust we shall see redressed

the wrongs done to them. Shall I attempt to vindicate the

character of Richard Cobden ? No, my friends ! He stands

upon a pinnacle too elevated for us to approach. We may
admire it, but we have no occasion to vindicate that position."

Mr. Benjamin Pearson moved the following resolution :

—

That whilst this meeting has witnessed, on all occasions when the hon.

member for Stockport has advocated the repeal of the Corn Law, that he
has evinced a stern regard for justice and for the real welfare of his

country, it has been a source of peculiar satisfaction to observe that he has

always, in his writings and in his speeches, maintained the importance and
benefits of free trade, in a spirit conformable with the principles of the con-

stitution, the laws of the land, and the precepts of Christianity.

In the course of his speech he said :
—" I have had an

opportunity, I think, of knowing what are the real sentiments

of Mr. Cobden. I have had opportunities, on some occasions,

which were too private and too confidential to admit of or

require reserve, to know the real sentiments of that noble cha-

racter ; and I must declare that it has been to me a matter of

the highest satisfaction to find in him so profound a reverence

for the precepts of Christianity. When the disciples of Socrates

lamented that he was suffering, being innocent, * What

!

' said

he, ' would you have me suffer, guilty ? ' It is likely that in so

large a body as the Anti-Corn-Law League there will be found
some who will evince feelings of retaliation for the thousands

of our fellow-creatures who have been brought to premature

graves by injustice ; but I can confidently say that no such sen-

timent has existed for a moment in the breast of Mr. Cobden."
Sir Thomas Potter said:—"Suppose any individual in

Manchester were to have the audacity to charge a person who
is known to stand as high as a man can stand, with instigating

murder, what should we think of him ? Why, he would be
mobbed, and very deservedly mobbed too, I '11 be bound he
would never repeat the charge."
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The late Alderman Callender (father of the late William
Romaine Callender, M.P. for Manchester) said he had been
connected with the League from its formation, and he assured

them that if he could not, as a Christian man, justify every step

taken by the League, he would not appear amongst its mem-
bers. "The object we have in view," said Mr. Callender,
" you all know, is to enlighten the minds of our fellow-country-

men ; and if it be a sin, I will bear my share of the odium. A
good deal has been said of Sir Robert Peel's attack. Now I

take this view of the matter—that he has been acting a little.

He could not answer the home thrusts of our friend Mr. Cobden,
and therefore he stood forward to act—what shall I call it ?

—

a very unworthy part for the prime minister of England. As
to being responsible, have we forgotten what the right hon.

baronet said at Tamworth before he took office? Have we
forgotten the dinner he gave, and the appeal he made to one
or two physicians, whether their responsibility was at all involved

unless they were regularly called in ? * Call me in,' he said,

then I'll tell you what is to be done ?
' Well, we have had the

doctor called in with the leave of the State. Now, who ever

heard of such a thing as that without responsibility ? But if a
man incurs a responsibiHty in a case where one life is placed

under his care, what degree of responsibility must he incur

when the lives of a nation are at his will ? I do not hesitate

to say that he will have to answer for the performance of his

trust, not merely at the bar of his country, but at the bar of his

God. But who is the right hon. baronet? Some meii, it is

said, are a disgrace to their origin ; the origin of some is a dis-

grace to them. Old Sir Robert Peel was never ashamed to

look at the block whence he was hewn. But the present Sir

Robert is not only ashamed to own his descent, but he comes
forward on behalf of those iniquitous laws, which were not only

enacted professedly to serve the landlords at the expense of

the manufacturers, but which are inflicting upon them the most
deadly of evils. Well, then, we have seen Sir Robert not only

as an actor but as a doctor ; and I cannot help repeating two
lines which referred to an individual who was both a doctor

and a writer of farces, and which may, I think, be applied to

Sir Robert Peel :

—

*In physic and farces his equal there scarce is

His farce it is physic—his physic a farce is.'
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Now I think you will say that his physic—for you have had a
pretty good sample of it—is one of the worst kinds ever

produced in this country. It is to try how little people can
live upon. This doctor has brought millions down to starving

point."

Mr. John Bright was the next speaker. He began by
saying that twenty-four hours ago he was addressing a crowded
meeting in London on this question, but the present meeting
gave him more pleasure, though the cause of it was mingled
with regret. Mr. Bright thus proceeded :

—" Every man must
deplore the fact that the prime minister of this country should

have degraded himself by such an exhibition as that which he
made in the House of Commons last week. I rejoice that

we have so speedily again an opportunity of meeting in this

Hall, to denounce the law which the prime minister acknow-
ledges to be unjust, and which he knows full well must soon be
repealed. Look at the miserable tactics of our opponents from
the beginning. We are not at the climax of the game they have
been playing. They treated us at first with ridicule. After-

wards they pretended to meet us with a little of argument

;

and that failed, as it was likely to fail. Then they hinted at

the suppression of the League as an illegal association ; but

though there are laws in this country with meshes so small

that it might be possible we should not be able to get through
them, yet these laws are laws which no minister dare enforce,

unless he have the sanction of the great body of the intelligent

population of this country ; and I dare assert that on this

question the intelligence of this country, and of the middle
classes in particular, is in direct antagonism to the ministry

of the day. This project, then, of suppressing the League as

an illegal association, did not do, and slander was next
resorted to."

Mr. Bright then administered a scathing rebuke to Lord
Brougham and Mr. Roebuck, for their " attempt to crush the

League through its most distinguished advocate in the House
of Commons ;" adding, " Never was an attempt more vain.

' Thrice is he armed that hath his quarrel just

:

And he but naked, though locked up in steel.

Whose conscience with injustice is corrupted.'

I confess that I feel sensations of the deepest humility when
I sit in the gallery of the House of Commons and see the
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Protectionists all conscience-stricken. But what shall we say
of him who is the leader of that band of men, and who shrinks

from the just responsibility which has been laid upon him ?

There was no obligation laid upon Sir Robert Peel to assume
the reins of power. I hold that his own ambition made him
seek that office ; and if he will seek the power, and patronage,
and influence, and fame of office, I, for one, will never allow
him to shrink from the responsibility of office. * * If Sir

Robert Peel had been a cotton-spinner—if he had followed
his father's trade—I have no doubt, nay, I solemnly believe,

he would have been a Leaguer, for his opinions would have
been realities ; but as prime minister of the landlords his

opinions are merely abstractions. When he is asked why,
having free-trade opinions, he cannot enforce them, the answer
is, * It is not the time.' I ask, when will it be the time ? We
thought it was time five years ago. When he says it is not
the time, he ought to be hooted out of any inteUigent company
in this country. I tell you that it is a hypocritical pretence to

say that this is not the time. It is now the time ; the hour
is now striking. It is absolutely necessary that this law should
be repealed, in order to restore prosperity and avert from you
calamities which I cannot contemplate without horror. I tell

you, men of Manchester, that it is from you must come the

deliverance of your country. You have the power to say to

this monstrous, this hideous monopoly, ' Go back to the den
from which all such hideous things have come, and let honest
men enjoy the life that God has given them.' I got up for

the purpose of proposing that we should present an address to

Richard Cobden. (Here the immense meeting burst into a
tremendous round of cheering, and waving of hats and hand-
kerchiefs, in which the ladies joined most heartily, and which
lasted for several minutes.) They say that the people are

proverbially ungrateful. It is a gross calumny upon them.

I do not stand up to flatter the member for Stockport. I

believe him to be a very intelligent and very honest man.
I believe that he will act with a single eye to the good of his

country. I cannot suppose that the triumph of the great

principles of which he is so distinguished an advocate is far

distant, and when that is accomplished we shall be amply
repaid by the marvellous change which in a few years will take

place in the moral aspect of this country."

Miss Martineau writes :
" The Anti-Corn-Law League had
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not yet had time to win the respect and command the defer-

ence which it was soon to enjoy ; but it was known to be
organised and led by men of station, character, and substance

—

men of enlarged education, and of that virtuous and decorous
character which distinguishes the middle class of England. Yet
it was believed—believed by men of education—by men in

Parliament— by men in attendance on the Government—that

the Anti-Corn-Law League sanctioned assassination, and did

not object to carry its aims by means of it. This is, perhaps,

the strongest manifestation of the tribulation of the time."



CHAPTER IX.

The ** AB C" of the League—Prize Essay on the Corn Law—County
Meetings—Mr. Cobden at Norwich—Mr. Cobden and Mr. Bright at

Taunton—Mr. Bright at Liskeard and Dorchester— Mr. Cobden at

Uxbridge, Bedford, and Rye—Mr. Bright at Huntingdon—Mr.
Cobden on Penenden Heath, at Colchester, and at Chelmsford—Mr.
Bright at Alnwick—Mr. Cobden at Lewes, Hereford, and Bury St.

Edmunds—Mr. Bright and Mr. Cobden at Salisbury, Canterbury,
Reading, and Oxford.

The publications of the "Agricultural Protection Society/'

issued about this time, rendered it advisable to procure reliable

information on the position of agriculture and the views of the

farmers, and a deputation, consisting of Mr. Cobden, Mr.
Bright, and myself, was appointed, and undertook to visit some
of the most highly cultivated parts of Durham, Northumber-
land. Cumberland, and East Lothian, for that purpose. We
were engaged for several weeks, at the latter end of 1843, on
this mission, and in our absence it was jocosely remarked, from
the initials of our names, that the "A B C " of the League
were gone to study farming.

Our reception by the farmers was everywhere most cordial,

and they met all our inquiries without any appearance of

reserve. In some places they had anticipated our arrival, and
appointed public meetings, which we attended and addressed.

In all the intercourse we had, we did not meet with a single

farmer who said that the Corn Laws had been of any benefit

to him. Many of them complained, that in the absence of

leases, their farming operations were narrowed and made un-

remunerative. In East Lothian we found that leases for 19

or 21 years were universal, that farms were mostly of 300 or

400 acres in extent, that the farmers were men of capital, and
that the rents were payable as " grain rents," the amount being

annually determined by the average price of grain. These
robust and independent men ridiculed the idea of land going

out of cultivation after Corn Law repeal ; and in our inter-

course with them, whetlier singly or in company, the conclusion
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arrived at was uniformly the same, namely—that long leases

and corn rents were indispensable to the welfare of the landlord

as well as of the tenant-farmers.

The gentlemen from whom we derived the most important

information were Mr. Adam Hope, and his son Mr. George
Hope, both of Fenton Barns, and their neighbour Mr. Water-

son. The principal topics discussed with them were those

which had been raised by the "Agricultural Protection Society,"

and the substance of the replies we received will be found very

fully embodied in the following extracts from a prize essay by
Mr. George Hope :

—

He says, " I wish to show, as a farmer, that however necessary

a Corn Bill may be to enable landlords to obtain high money
rents, it is not at all requisite for the well-being of the tenant-

farmers, and still less for the agricultural labourers ; but on the

contrary, that it is a positive evil for both. The only honest

and true plan of fostering agriculture has yet to be tried, and
that method is, cherishing the growth ofgrain, and securing the

welfare of the largest possible number of consumers. By the law

of 1 8 1
5 importation was wholly prohibited until wheat reached

80/- per quarter. Farmers were found to state, in evidence be-

fore Parliamentary Committees, that unless they got 80/- or 90/-

per quarter for wheat, the great bulk of the wheat-growing

lands would be thrown out of cultivation. This law practically

secured a monopoly of the home market for the British

growers. We all know the bitter disappointment of those who
entered into contracts and leases with that idea. A few years'

experience made a solvent tenant almost a rarity. The law of

1828 was a new plan to prevent importation by means of a

sliding scale of duties ; but it has been confessed by all parties

to have proved beneficial only to gambling speculators. It

has been tinkered anew by Sir Robert Peel (1842), but it is

clear that this supposed amendment was not meant to go to

tlje root of the evil, but was intended to keep the price of

wheat at 56/- per quarter. These artificial famine laws compel
the British farmers to occupy a singular position—they are

ruined, not by bad crops, but by the very richness of the bles-

sings of a bountiful Providence. From the evidence given befoie

the Agricultural Society of 1836 it will be found, that though for

years no foreign grain had been in the market, yet the farmers

who paid money rents were distressed, while those whose rents

were regulated by \kiQ prices ofgraifi had no cause of complaint.'*

H
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Mr. Hope, speaking as a tenant-farmer on a lease of 2

1

years, and paying an average rent of ^£1,500 a year—the

amount of rent depending on the price of grain—said, " I

would rejoice were the Corn Law to be abolished whenever
Parliament meets, and I am by no means singular in holding

these views."

Speaking of the expenses of cultivation he says, '' It is

admitted that the nominal price of labour is much lower on the

Continent than here, but when the quantity of work done is

taken into account, this difference vanishes.
" I fearlessly appeal to you, my brother farmers throughout

the kingdom, if there is not a mighty deal of humbug vented
about the expense of raising grain. You and I know well that

these expenses depend almost, if not altogether, upon the re/i/.

It is high money-rents that make the farmers sometimes think

corn too cheap.

"Free trade would do away in part with the ruinous com-
petition among farmers for land, by opening up other and more
profitable investments for capital. Where the rent is regulated

by the price of grain, it is matter of comparative indifference to

the farmers what the price may be, and it is sometimes their

interest to have that price very moderate. A sliding scale

appears to be solely calculated to accumulate stores of grain

in bonded warehouses, until perhaps immediately before the

harvest, when the grain is almost wholly out of the hands of

the farmers; then only do prices reach the pitch to enable

importers to pay, or rather to avoid paying, the duty, when the

whole stock is thrown upon the market, just as we, the home
growers, begin to dispose of our new crop ; and it has happened
repeatedly, that when we farmers had little or nothing to sell,

the bonded corn has been liberated just in time to forestall our

market, and thus, in the time of harvest, the new crop and the

foreign supply come to market together. Farmers without

leases should have little cause to complain of free trade in

grain, as they can have no difficulty in making new arrange-

ments with their landlords, and those who are paying grain
rents do not require any alteration. The landlords who refuse

leases have but an equivocal title to be ranked amongst * the

farmers' friends.'

"

There is one argument in favour of free trade which will

reach both the feelings and the judgment of every farmer who
is a parent.
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"Farmers' sons cannot be all farmers, nor can their daughters

all find settlements among their own class. We cannot, like

the privileged orders, quarter our younger sons upon the State,

or find them employment in the army, the church, or the colo-

nies. They must push their fortunes in trade or manufactures.

A farmer with six children will probably keep a son and a
daughter at home ; but the other four will in all probability

depend for their prospects in life upon the prosperity of trade

and manufactures ; hence the family is more interested in trade

than in farming, in the proportion of two to one."

Upon the subject of Protection Mr, Hope says :
" You, as

farmers, have always secured to you the natural protection of

the cost of bringing the corn from distant countries. Upon an
average, I believe the freight and other charges upon corn im-

ported from the Baltic or from America amount to ten shillings

a quarter. Now this I say is a 7iatural ^xqX.^qX\otl which nobody
can deprive you of, and supposing you grow four quarters of

wheat an acre, this protection of ten shillings a quarter is equal

to two pounds an acre."

Addressing himself to the farm-labourers he says :
" It is

unblushingly declared, that it is on your account that we enjoy

a Corn Law ; but you will have observed that we still possess

the fertile soil of Britain, and that ploughing, sowing, and har-

rowing, would under any circumstances go on much as usual.

It has been said that, with low-priced food, a reduction of wages
would follow ; but in Ireland, with high-priced grain, wages are

now from 8d. to i/- a day, whilst in America, with low-priced

food, they are a dollar, or 4s. 2d., a day ; so that wages, like

everything else, evidently depend on supply and demand. The
Chartists in every village point to the palaces of the wealthy,

and to the wretched hovels of the workmen. I am afraid of
our institutions when the labourer can say to the Government,
' You tell us that we are unfit to govern ourselves, and you show
your fitness to rule by robbing us through your bread tax.'

"

Fenton Barns, by Haddington, N.B., 20th October, 1842.

COUNTY MEETINGS.

Although the Council of the League found it advisable to

carry the agitation for Corn Law repeal into the strongholds of
the enemy, and for this purpose to obtain the services of a
host of lecturers, amongst whom were to be found some of the

H 2
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most eloquent men in the kingdom—as, for instance, Wm.
Johnson Fox, sometime M.P. for Oldham; George Thompson,
sometime M.P. for the Tower Hamlets ; Dr. J. Bowring, after-

wards M.P. for Bolton ; Mr. Sidney Smith ; Mr. J. S. Bucking-

ham; Mr. A. W. Paulton; Mr. James Acland; Mr. R. R. R.

Moore, Barrister-at-law ; Mr. T. Falvey; and many others; yet

the great leaders of the League did not at any time hold them-

selves absolved from hard work. On the contrary, this

extension of the agitation only increased the desire of the

people throughout the country to listen to Messrs. Cobden
and Bright ; and they, although both engaged in and depen-

dent on their incomes from trade, yet left their establishments

to the conduct of partners or assistants, whilst they devoted

time, talent, health, and income, to explode a great fallacy, to

denounce and overturn a piece of unjust and selfish legislation,

and by so doing to increase the welfare of the country at large
;

and they did this at a time when even the utmost care and
attention to business often failed to bring a profitable result.

Mr. Cobden, besides fulfilling his duties in Parliament, and

assisting at meetings of the League in Manchester, London,

and other large towns, found time to address no less than

thirty-one county meetings; whilst Mr. Bright also attended

thirty similar gatherings ; and at fifteen meetings out of a total

forty-six, both gentlemen attended and spoke. On these occa-

sions they were frequently accompanied by the veteran Colonel

Thompson, and occasionally by the Hon. C. P. ViUiers, M.P.

It would have been strange indeed if the calm, argumentative,

and persuasive eloquence of Mr. Cobden, with the fiery energy

and earnest denunciations of injustice and folly, levelled at the

aristocracy and the Legislature by Mr. Bright, and the trenchant

sarcasms of Colonel Thompson, had not told upon public

opinion ; and the numerous adhesions to the cause of Free

Trade which followed these meetings, clearly showed that the

workers would not fail of their ultimate reward.

I venture to collect and present to the reader a few extracts

from the speeches at these meetings, as reported in the Anti-

Bread-Tax Circular. At Norwich, 31st March, 1843, Mr.

Cobden, appealing to the working men and farmers present,

said: * * * " Who eats the bread in this country ? Why,
the greater portion of the bread is eaten by the working men,

their wives and children ; and if they do not eat bread they have

to eat potatoes, and the more shame for it, for they ought to have
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bread. (Cheers and immense applause.) Now, what is the Anti-

Com-Law League seeking ? Who is to eat more bread when
the Com Laws are repealed ? Do you think I should ? (An
interruption, and cries of * Turn him out.') Don't turn him
out ; if you will only keep him here we will make a convert of

him. (Cheers, and hear, hear.) I know there are men in this

room hired to make a disturbance, but we will make friends

of them before we have done. (Reiterated cries of ' Turn him
out,' and * No, no.') Don't interfere with any one ; don't turn

anybody out ; I want our enemies to hear us. (A voice, ' Only
keep them quiet.') I was going on to ask, who will eat the

bread which the Anti-Corn-Law League brings into this

country? I shan't eat any more. You may say I am not

very fat, but I have as much bread as I want, and if bread
were ten times dearer than it is, I have enough to buy what I

want ; and if not, why I have wherewithal to carry myself to

where bread is to be had, in the United States of America, and
I could easily go there. (Cheers.) If there is more bread
brought into this country by the work of the Anti-Corn-Law
League, who is to eat the extra quantity ? Why, the working
classes must ; and those who are eating potatoes, and oatmeal,

and barley bread, will then get wheaten bread
^ instead.

(Cheers). Well, how is this corn to be paid for ? If we bring

in cargoes of corn, the Americans won't give us their cargoes

of corn for nothing. We must give them something for it ; we
must give the produce of labour, either out of the loom, or the

spinning-wheel, or the mine.
;r # * # * * #

My father lost his property as a tenant-farmer, and I fled

from the family occupation to a manufacturing district, in hopes
of finding that independence which was denied to me in the

far more preferable pursuit of farming." (Hear, hear.)

Mr. Cobden continued by saying "that he wished first of all

to ask what was the protection which the landlords and politicians

professed to give to their farmers—what was this protection ?

They professed to be able to give them a certain fixed price

for their produce, through an Act of Parliament. But how do
you think we can give any protection in Parliament to any par-

ticular class ? How do you think we can give riches to any
particular class by our votes in Parliament ? We have no
money in the House of Commons to give away. The House
of Commons is as bare, aye, more bare, than these walls were
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when we entered them. We don't find money enough in the

House of Commons to pay the doorkeeper. Well, how then
do we profess to enrich any class there ? Why, simply by pass-

ing an Act of Parliament to take something away from some
other class. (Hear, hear, and great cheering.) * * *

Here is an illustration of how we all depend upon each other.

We send our manufactures to you in the agricultural districts,

and you send your corn to us ; and yet there are political land-

lords who would fain persuade you that your interests and ours

are opposed to each other. Did not Dr. Marsham, at the

Buckingham dinner, say that five millions of the people of this

country live upon oatmeal, and five millions more rejoice upon
potato diet? Let these people be fed as they ought to be
fed. (Hear, hear, and great applause.) Let them be fed as

the working population in America are fed—let them have
wheaten bread every day—let them have butter and cheese

—

and let them have free scope for their industry, and they will

then be able to buy these things. (Hear, hear.) Give to the

artisans the free trade they ask for, and the demand for their

labour will enable them to purchase the extra quantity of corn
that will be brought in from abroad, and you will be left with

plenty of customers still. * * * * How is it that the

English farmer cannot compete with the foreigner ? You did
compete with the foreigner eighty years ago. England then
exported corn, and sold it at the door of the foreigner; but
now we are told that the farmer here cannot* sell his corn-in the

home market in opposition to the foreigner, although the

foreigner has to convey it, clear of charges, over hundreds or

thousands of miles, to our own door. If this be so, let us have
a corn rent—let the farmers hire their farms as the Scotch
farmers do, upon a corn rent, and upon long leases, and then

let them try whether, with the application of skill, industry,

and improvements in agricultural machinery, they will not be
able to compete with the foreigners, as well as the manufacturer
now competes with them at their own doors. Let them be
secure of the fruits of their labours, the interest of their capital,

and the application of their skill and industry, and the English

farmers can compete with the foreigners better than the manu-
facturers can."

At Taunton, on 8th April, 1843, Mr. Cobden said :
* *

* * * " Since the present system of Corn and Provision

Laws, which was adopted in 1815, the farmers had been the
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least prosperous part of the community, judging by their own
declarations. They had either been great hypocrites in saying

they had been distressed and unprosperous, or else they had
been the most unfortunate part of the community. (Hear,

hear.) It began in 1815, and the professed object of the law
which was passed in that year was to give the farmers a high

and steady price for their wheat. Well, from 181 5 to the

present time there had been five successive periods of agricul-

tural distress ; five times had the farmers, as a body, been up
in arms, complaining of what they called unparalleled distress

and difficulty. Could they say that any other class of traders,

such as drapers, grocers, &c., or professional men, had been
found up in arms in a similar manner complaining of their

condition ? If this unparalleled distress had only come upon
the farmers, was not \h2X prima facie evidence that something;

had particularly interfered with their interests? (Hear, anci

cheers.) He would go back to 18 15, to see how the law had
produced distress. The law was made for keeping corn up to

80/- per quarter. Some of those who advocated what they

called Protection, denied that ; but the evidence taken before

the House of Com.mons in 18 14 went to show that they passed
the law to keep the price of wheat up to 80/- per quarter, and
for this purpose—to keep out foreign wheat. When they had
got the law, the landlords and their stewards went and bargained

with the farmers for their rents, and they (the farmers), under
the impression that they were to get 80/- per quarter for their

wheat, entered into arrangements accordingly. What was the

consequence? In 1822, seven years after this arrangement,

wheat was selling in the English market at 42/- per quarter.

* * * Then in 1828 the farmers got another law, and they

then thought they had got the perfection of Protection. The
sliding scale of duty was adopted in 1828, and the object of

that scale was to keep corn up at from 65/- to 70/- per quarter;

and the farmers again entered into arrangements with the land-

lords and their stewards j and the land agents were again set

to work to fix the proper rental of the land. What followed ?

Why, in December, 1835, wheat was sold for Tydj- per quarter.

(Hear, hear.) * * * * Thus the effect of the Corn Law
was to ruin trade and starve the people. It so destroyed trade

that people could not even buy wheat at 36/- a quarter. The
poor were dying off, and women, and children, and weak men,
perished by thousands during these years. (Hear, hear.) They
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(the Taunton farmers) were interested in something besides the

Taunton market every Saturday. (Hear). Their market was
regulated by Mark Lane, and they knew they could not get

higher prices than the London prices. And what governed
the London markets, but the consumption in Manchester,
Leeds, and other large manufacturing towns ? If these towns
took less food, the prices fell, and the fate of the manufacturers
sealed the fate of the farmers." (Hear, and cheers.)

Mr. Bright followed, and said : * * * * " If he were
to ask a farmer (he would not ask him there, as men would not
always avow their sentiments in public) what he would have in

order that he might be as prosperous as possible, the reply

would be, that he should like to have high prices and low
rents, (Laughter.) Now the Corn Law had given them in

times of deficient harvest unhealthily high prices, which had
been followed constantly by unnaturally high rents ; and as

constantly accompanied by high poor rates and high rates of

tithe. Every outgoing which the farmer had to pay was in-

creased during the operation of this law in seasons of deficient

harvest. He had high rents, which were constantly increasing.

Well, he had his produce to sell ; and he had his price for it

;

but a price which was not increased in proportion to the in-

crease of his outlay. Then there came a plentiful harvest,

and the farmer was ruined ; he was plunged lower than if this

unnatural increase of prices had not taken place ; his customers
were ruined also, and it was utterly impossible for him to sell

his produce. (Hear, hear.) When a farmer failed, ' they

scarcely ever saw his name in the Gazette ; the people who
made the Corn Law, made also another law, by which, on a
failure taking place, everything owing to the landlords must
be paid first, and a man generally left as much stock upon his

farm as would be swept into the huge drag-net of the political

landowner. (Cheers.) The farmer went from his old home

—

he might emigrate, or he might take a wayside public-house, or

he might become an agricultural labourer, for aught they cared.

And what was the consequence? Why, twenty others were
ready to step into his shoes, and to bid more rent than the

ruined man had given. A man must have a homestead, and
the new tenant lived upon hope—hoping that times would
mend, and he went struggling on and on, until he also sank
down into the vortex which had swallowed those who had
gone before him." (Hear, hear.)
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At Liskeard, April 15th, Mr. Bright said: "As one of a

deputation from the National Anti-Corn-Law League, he felt

that he stood there under circumstances of some difficulty

and of some suspicion ; although he beHeved that a majority

of the population in the northern counties of England did

give them credit for honesty and good intentions, yet he

doubted not there were many in the southern counties who
were led to believe that the League had objects and interests

different to those of the landowner, the farmer, and the farm

labourer. * * * * But they of the League thought that

by spreading information, and by holding meetings such as this,

they should before very long bring the whole population to

believe that a great fraud had been practised upon them by
the Corn Law, and by all other monopolies, such as are

generally called protections to any particular interest. * * *

There are, he said, three millions of people in Lancashire and
Yorkshire, one-ninth of the whole population of the kingdom,
who are chiefly maintained by the cotton and woollen trades.

If these two trades were injured by the impossibility of buying
goods in return for their own productions, these three millions

of people would sink into distress ; they would cease to buy a

fair portion of what you produce, and the industry of the

whole country would be injured in consequence. * * *

One half of the people in Sheffield, in Birmingham, and other

large towns, are employed in working on articles which are

sold abroad; but in consequence of our refusing in this

country to take the productions of foreign soil, foreigners

refuse to take our goods, except under very disadvantageous
circumstances. They place very high import duties on goods
taken into their countries, so high that we are unable to sell

in those countries except by beating down wages at home.
(Hear, hear.) Take America as an instance. We had a

large trade with America. Some of the States grow a great

deal of wheat, and pork, and so on, and they wanted it to come
into England. The EngHsh Government would not allow it,

except under high import duties ; and then the Americans said,

* If you put a duty upon our corn, we will put a duty upon
your manufactures in retaliation for your Corn Law.' * * *

Now many persons say that this course cannot hurt the work-
men, because wages will rise when food rises in price. Nothing
could be more untrue. Wages always fall in such cases.

(Hear, hear.) There is no instance on record where a scarcity
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of food has caused a rise of wages. * * * The farmers
have been told to rely on the Corn Law as the true source of

their prosperity, and hence it has been the custom for land-

lords to tell their friends that the Corn Law is their sheet-

anchor of safety, and that the farmers would be ruined without
it. He threw all such propositions to the winds, as being the

grossest fallacy ever put into the heads of the people."

Mr. R. R. R. Moore followed, and said :
* * * " In

1824 Mr. Huskisson proposed to reduce the import duty on
wool, and to substitute id. per lb. for 6d. The landed
interests made an outcry against it, and the farmers also

petitioned against the proposal. * * The ministry of that

day was strong, and they were enabled to reduce the duty to a
penny a pound, and the quantity of wool introduced in 1841
was 56,000,000 lbs., being 51,000,000 lbs. more than was im-

ported in 1824 ; and yet the price of wool in 1841 was i/io

per lb. instead of 1/6 as in 1824. (Hear, hear.) That
happened in this way. The whole quantity of wool in the

country being increased, the employment of the workers at

the woollen trades was increased, a greater number of people

could buy woollen clothes, and the farmer had a settled

demand for his produce, because there was a greater number
of customers. That would be precisely the case if the Corn
Law was repealed."

At Hertford on 29th April, 1843, Mr. Cobden said:
* * * " Farming for many years past had been the worst

of all trades, notwithstanding the protection it had received

from Parliament. There had never been any members repre-

senting the particular interests of grocers, drapers, innkeepers,

or other trading persons, sitting in the House of Commons.
Whatever Parliament might do, farmers could command good
prices for their produce only so long as their customers could

afford to pay them, and the farmers' customers were the town
population, the traders, manufacturers, and merchants of the

kingdom ; and when distress existed among them, it could not

fail to reach the agriculturists, and what the latter body was
now suffering from was the reaction of distress suffered by the

former, which was as sure to follow as night to succeed the

setting of the sun."

At Dorchester, on 13 th May, 1843, ^^' Bright attended,

and said:***'« The Corn Law, by preventing

imports of corn, and thereby unduly raising prices during
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seasons of deficient harvests, takes from the people so much
of their earnings as to leave them without the means of

keeping up their usual consumption of such articles of cloth-

ing, furniture, &c., as they require, and by the making of

which millions of people are profitably employed, and paid,

and earn a livelihood ; and thus, when the general demand
for these articles falls off, and men are without employment,
distress is brought upon large masses of the people. The
home trade, or demand for home products, is thus greatly

injured ; and whilst this process is going on, the Corn Law is

also preventing the extension of the foreign trade, by raising

up high duties abroad, and by diminishing the home con-

sumption of foreign commodities, and thus diminishing the

amount of exports required to pay for those commodities. But
however injurious the Corn Law has been to manufacturers, it

has been more destructive of the well-being of the tenant

farmers. If it has injured and impoverished the farmers'

customers, it must have injured the farmers. i(- * -x-

The Corn Law renders the farmers wholly dependent upon
their landlords. They can scarcely think or act for themselves.

They are cajoled or bullied into voting for the landlord's

candidate, who, as a legislator, maintains the Corn Law by
which trade is destroyed, and farming made a hazardous and
unprofitable business."

Mr. Moore, addressing the meeting, said :
* * *

" The question for the English farmer is a very simple one.

The able-bodied pauper now buys nothing from you ; but

you have to keep hundreds of thousands of them by means of

poors' rates ; the question is, will you let them buy their wheat
abroad, and let them work at home to pay for that wheat,

so that they may then be able to buy other articles from you ?

or will you still keep them as paupers living upon the industry

of others? The Corn Law makes the farmers dread abun-
dance. ThQ JVew J^armer's J^oi^7'na/ -proposes a. i)\a.n by which
no more wheat shall be grown than the country can give a

high price for. What a daring outrage upon the laws of Pro-

vidence is this ! Shall the sun shine, and the showers fall, and
the earth yield her increase, and shall man say this increase is

a curse ? Why not send for the men at the time of harvest, not

to reap, but to trample down and destroy a portion of the

crops, so that what is left may sell for a famine price ? Sir E.

Knatchbull, the other night, said the Corn Laws must be kept
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on, in order to keep up the marriage settlements of the land-

owners' daughters ! Have farmers' daughters no marriage

settlements to be secured ? Have labourers no rights of this

kind to be maintained ? The Corn Law is evidently intended

to keep the tenantry as tools in the hands of the landlords, to

pillage the community, to keep up rents and marriage settle-

ments, and to pay mortgage interests."

At Uxbridge, on 1 7th May, 1843, Mr. Cobden said :
* *

"The farmers were in 18 15 promised 80/- a quarter for their

corn, and their farms were valued upon that supposition.

(Hear, hear.) In 1827 wheat was as low as 42/- a quarter, and
all must remember the ruin and bankruptcy in which the farm-

ing interest was at that time involved. In a single newspaper,

published at Norwich, there were 120 advertisements of sales of

farming stock in one day. The political landlords continually

called out for protection, and in 1828 the sliding scale of im-

port duties was established, which was to have given the far-

mers 64/- per quarter for their wheat, and according to that sum
the tenant-farmer then had his rent valued. Agricultural dis-

tress continued, and in 1841 another alteration was made in

the law, with a view of securing a price of from 54/- to 58/- a

quarter. That was a reduction of 20 per cent. The price of

com at Uxbridge that day might be rather more, but the average

throughout the kingdom was at least 10/- lower ; and if the pre-

sent crops were well got in, it was the opinion of the wisest

heads in London that wheat would be down to 36/- a quarter.

(Hear, hear.) Such had been the result of 27 years' experience

of the working of the Corn Law. The only way in which far-

mers could hope to obtain high prices was by improving the

condition of their customers. * * * It had been formerly

argued that the country would be ruined by the introduction of

railways, and he recollected the present Duke of Buckingham
presiding at a meeting at Salt Hill, to oppose the making of the

Great Western Railway, on which occasion his Grace repre-

sented railways as the most pestiferous things in the country

—

just as, in former ages, some people had been found to weep
and mourn when they could no longer burn old women for

witchcraft, declaring that the country would be ruined by the

alteration of the law on that subject. (Hear, hear, and laughter.)

He would take a more recent case. Previous to 1824 the duty

upon foreign wool was 6d. per lb. The manufacturers com-
plained that they could not carry on their business if the duty
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was maintained at this high price. A Parliamentary Com-
mittee was appointed, and the reduction of the duty to id. per

lb. ultimately determined upon, notwithstanding strong opposi-

tion on the part of the landlords. What was the result?

British wool advanced in price from iid. to 22d. per lb., whilst

the imports increased from 5,000,000 of pounds avoirdupois, at

liigh duty, to 56,000,000 of pounds when the duty was lowered.

(Hear, hear.) Take another case. The import duty on skins

had been reduced by about one half; but they never heard of

the butcher or the grazier having any difficulty in finding a

market for his skins. If the duty were still as high as formerly,

who would cease to wear shoes ? Not the rich, but the poor,

for they would be compelled, as on the continent of Europe, to

wear wooden shoes."

Mr. Cobden fought for six hours in a county meeting at

Bedford, on Saturday, June 3rd, 1843. The meeting was
called in the Castle rooms, but had to be adjourned to a field

outside the town. Lord Charles Russell occupied the chair.

He stated that he had been placed in the chair, partly by the

confidence which he enjoyed amongst the farmers, and partly

by the confidence of Mr. Cobden—a confidence which he
thought he had no right to expect from a perfect stranger.

Lord Charles was gallant enough to say, that when he learned

that Mr. Cobden was coming to visit them, " I at once felt

that whatever opinions I had with regard to his views, honour
was due to his chivalrous bearing, in coming among a set of

farmers to advocate a measure to which they have hitherto

been so strongly opposed ; and as I know that the truth will

prevail, I came to use what little influence I have to induce
you to give him a fair hearing." The chief opponent of Mr.
Cobden on this occasion was Mr. Pym, the chairman of
Quarter Sessions, who moved the following resolution :

" That
protection to native industry, particularly to the agriculture of

the country, is essential to the well-being of the State, and any
attempt, however plausible, to abolish that Protection and fur-

ther depreciate the productions of our own soil, will only end
in the spread of inevitable ruin throughout the rural districts,

and ultimately deprive the manufacturers of their best and
surest customers." This resolution was seconded by Mr.
Bennett, of Luton, after which the following amendment was
proposed by Mr. Metcalfe, and seconded by Mr. Lattimore :

—

" That in the opinion of this meeting the Com Law, and every
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Other law which protects one class at the expense of other

classes, must prove injurious to the national prosperity ; and
therefore all monopolies, whether passed under the pretext of

benefiting the agricultural, colonial, or manufacturing interests,

ought to be immediately abolished." This amendment was
supported by Mr. R. R. R. Moore, and was carried by at least

two to one.

The Anii-Bread-Tax Circular wrote of this and other

meetings to the following effect :
—" Mr. Cobden has gained

another victory over monopoly in one of its strongholds. He
is a sort of Napier in his way, and likes to carry the war into

the enemy's camp, no matter what the odds in numbers, or

what preparations they have made for defence. At Bedford
the Squires, Hke the Beloochees, died hard. They neither gave
nor took quarter. At Hertford their tactics were different.

They affected to treat the meeting there with contempt, and
were beaten by two to one. At Uxbridge they tried argument,

with what success poor Colonel Wood may say ! At Bedford
they wisely resolved not to trust too much to reason, but to

canvass the county betimes, in the belief that the farmers must
stand by their opinions, if once put down in black and white.

This excess of caution bespeaks alarm ; it shows that ex-

perience is getting the better of prejudice amongst the tenantry,

and that the landlords dare not trust their own jury, however
dexterously packed. The fact is, that a few leading truths

have been knocked into men's heads by Mr. Cobden, which
have found the readier reception because they explain a phe-

nomenon occurring periodically in the emptiness of their

pockets, in spite of a law which promises them a higher price

than they have ever yet got for all the wheat and barley which
they grow. They formerly believed that Parliament could fix

the prices of corn just as easily as it creates a turnpike trust

;

and although they sometimes got a glimpse of the fact that the

largest portion of the gain must go into the pockets of the

landlord, they hoped that time would give them a fairer share

of the cake. Their faith is now completely shaken by Mr.

Cobden's proofs that no Corn Law can ever guarantee them
«ven 36/- a quarter, and they may well ask, as they did at

Bedford, ' What is the use of a Corn Law, if tenants are to get

Dantzic prices and to pay English rents ?
'

"

This was the secret of Mr. Cobden's success ; he pinned
Jiis opponents to the very point which they were most anxious
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to avoid—" How, when, or where, have farmers and farm

labourers benefited by the Corn Law ? " And he was for-

tunate enough to find at Bedford, in the only persons who
attempted to interrupt the proceedings, landowners or land-

valuers-^r^^ tape men, as he happily christened them—whose
interest obviously lay the other way. The consequence was
that the bond-fide farming portion of his audience were all with

him, and that in spite of the long muster-roll of written names
produced by Mr. Bennett and Mr. Biggar—the latter of whom
had personally canvassed thirty-seven parishes, and obtained

486 signatures disapproving of the object of the meeting—a re-

solution to abolish all protection to agriculture, manufactures,

or colonies, was carried by a majority of three to two, according

to the judgment of the chairman, Lord Charles Russell, who
was not in favour of repeal.

At the meeting held at Rye, June loth, 1843, Mr. Cobden
said :

—" He had come to tell them that this Corn Law, and all

Corn Laws, had been more injurious to the tenant farmer than

to any other class of society. He should be glad to hear, on
this occasion, from the gentlemen around him, what good the

farmers and farm labourers had ever derived from such laws.

Had they come prepared to show that the farmers and farm
labourers had derived any advantage ? It was not enough that

he should have the landlord, or the agent, or the clergyman,

who might possibly benefit by a system of this sort ; but what
he wanted to know was, how, when, and where the tenant-

farmers and farm labourers had been benefited by this system.

The Corn Law was a law passed professedly for the purpose of

protecting the farmer ; that is, a certain number of gentlemen
got together in the House of Commons—all landlords, by-the-

by—and passed a law to raise the price of corn for the benefit

of the farmer and the labourer 1 They had not succeeded in

keeping up the price. The Corn Law of 181 5 was to keep up
corn to 80/- a quarter, and it fell, in 1822, to 42/-. The law of

1828 was to keep prices up to 64/- a quarter, and they soon fell

as low as 2>^l-. Now, a system of law which causes a fluctuation

in prices must be injurious to the farmer, because he cannot
make his calculations with any degree of safety ; he cannot tell

whether five years hence he is to be still a respectable man,
keeping a farm, with capital enough to work it properly, or to

be in a union workhouse. That is the operation of the law. If

you had none of these interferences

—

Corn and Provision Laws



112 RECOLLECTIONS OF COBDEN AND THE LEAGUE.

—the trade of a farmer would be the safest in the kingdom

;

you require only to let the operations of Nature go on, so that

your wheat is not forced up one year to 70/- a quarter, and
down another to 25/-.

" The parties I come against are parties who^want to make
this a political—a church-and-king question—who want to play

a game of chess, in which they are to be kings and queens
and castles, and you are to be the pawns. These are the

men whom I have denounced in the House of Commons more
strongly than ever I denounced them behind their backs, and
they do not come to answer me. These are the men who
never give leases, such as the Duke of Buckingham. He never

gave a lease, and boasts he never will ; and when an election

comes, these political landlords run about the country and say,

' Turn out this administration, and we will come into power,

and give you prosperity.'
" Well, the farmers brought in their own men in 1841, under

the promise that they were to receive some especial benefit,

and they are now left in the lurch ; but what have the ' far-

mers" friends ' got ? They can afford that you should be losing
;

but what have they got by getting into power and place ?

(A voice, ' That is where you want to go.') No, they could

not give me a place good enough. I can do better by the

industry of my hands and the use of my brains than they can

do for me. (At this point some interruption occurred.) That
man who interrupts is a politician or a land-valuer. (No, no.)

Then he is a Tory, I '11 bet a penny. (Laughter and cheers.)

I am told that I am right ; the gentleman is a Tory, and he
has a right to be. Well, gentlemen, if I come into power, it

will not be by humbugging the farmers, because I am here to

expose the trick. I come to tell you that all legislation to

benefit them is humbug. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) And now
I come to the political landlords. What have they got by
turning out the other side ? Why, a considerable plunder

;

they have got the church, the navy, and the army. There is

an expenditure ofsomething like twenty millions a year—that is

pretty good. I say nothing of the crov/ds of civil offices in the

cabinet and out of it, tide-waiters, and custom-house officers

innumerable.
" I want to guard you against another thing; the Whigs are

now out, and the Tories are in, and the Whigs want to get in

again ; and they will tell you that if you will only have a fixed
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duty on corn, you will have prosperity for ever, and the ques-

tion will be settled. Now, do not let them deceive you : a

fixed duty of even one shilling a quarter is a fixed injustice. 1

will show you in a few minutes why we cannot have a fixed

duty on corn. What I want to know is, why there should be
any meddling with the farmer's more than with any other trade.

Why is the trade of a farmer to be protected more than that of

a butcher, or a grocer, or a draper ? But, with all this protec-

tion, where is the farmer who, with the same capital, has made
more money than those who have followed the other trades

that I have mentioned? We have not had a set of landlords

sitting, night after night, to protect grocers, or cabinet-makers
;

and yet, according to their own admission, they have done
better, as a rule, than the farmers have with all this pro-

tection, as they call it. I know that you have the same
feeling as I have, in private, and that farmers say to one another,
^ This is only a landlord's question.' Then, I say, why cannot
farming be carried on without being meddled with by legis-

lation ?

" To hear us talk in Parliament about farmers, one might
suppose that farming was not a trade, but an office under the

government, and that we voted you a certain sum of money
annually out of the taxes. I shall be told by some of those

men who advocate a little monopoly, that you could not carry

on farming without being protected. Now I have travelled a
good deal, and I never found foreigners work harder than
EngHshmen, nor cheaper; and I believe that in England,
taking into account the quantity of labour performed in a given
time, it is cheaper than on the Continent. We shall be told

that farmers have exclusive burdens. I say quite the contrary.

The landlords have taken off all exclusive burdens, not to

benefit the farmers, but to raise the rents and benefit them-
selves. If there be these exclusive burdens, why do they not
prove them ? We have challenged them to do so in the House
of Commons, but they have declined. But if they have made
a mistake in overtaxing themselves, why not arrange it, and
not place this bungling tax on the poor man's loaf? The
landlords understand it in private, and the farmers understand it

in private. I wish they could overhear each other. The pofitical

landlords, in private, talk to each other about jointures, and
mortgages, and settlements, and sometimes one of their number,
not over sharp, lets out the whole secret. (Laughter.) Sir

I
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Edward Knatchbull could not have made a better speech for

the League than that which he made lately, even if he were
paid for it. I roared so with laughter that he called me
specially to order, and I begged his pardon, for he is the last

man in the world I would offend, we are all so much obliged to

him. He said they could not do without this Corn Law,
because, if it were repealed, they could not pay the jointures

charged on their estates. Lord Mountcashel, too (he's not

over sharp), said that one half the land was mortgaged, and
they could not pay the interest unless they had a tax upon
bread. In Lancashire, when a man gets into debt and can't

pay, he goes into the Gazette, and what is good for a manu-
facturer is, I think, good for a landlord." Mr. Cobden then

moved the following resolution :

—

" That in the opinion of this meeting the Corn Law is

injurious to the interest and independence of the tenant-

farmer and farm-labourer, and that it ought to be totally and
immediately repealed." Major Curteiss moved as an amend-
ment, " That in order to prevent the depreciation of the

property of the tenant-farmer, which must ensue from an
immediate repeal of the Corn Laws, a fixed duty is desirable

for the present." Mr. Selmes seconded it. On a division, the

original motion, for a total and immediate repeal, was carried

almost unanimously.

At a meeting held at Huntingdon on the 27th June, 1843,
Mr. Bright said :

—" We must bear in mind that the Corn Law
is a law not made by farmers. It is a law, whether good or

bad (and it is not proved to be either the one or the other by
what I am now saying), made by the owners of the land, and
not by the cultivators at the plough. (Cheers, and cries of
' no, no.') * * * It is a law which was not made because

the farmers clamoured for it, or because they had discovered

the want of such a measure. I will not dispute that many
landowners think that the farmers do, in some way or other,

benefit by the Corn Law ; but I believe that if they imagine

so, they are mistaken ; if they fancy that even they (the land-

owners) themselves, as a class, profit by the existence of the

Corn Law, I believe they labour under a great delusion. But
whether they do so or not, the law is here, and I will now
maintain that it is most prejudicial to the interests of the

country, and that whether it raises rents or not, it is essentially

a rent law and nothing else. (Loud cries of ' hear, hear,' and
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'no, no ;
'

' you can't identify it with that.') I do not say it

raises rents, but if it does not do that, it does nothing else for

the landlords. There is not a man present who can place his

hand upon his heart, and say he does not believe that the

farmers have been tricked by political jugglery. (Cries of
' hear, hear,' and ' no, no.') The men whom you elect derive

more advantage from the present ministry being in power than

anything they can gain from the Corn Law. This government
has hundreds and thousands of offices at its disposal, there

being no less than five hundred appointments in India alone

;

and the political landlord says, ' by going to Parliament, I can,

by-and-by, give up the farmers, and get my son or my brother

into some lucrative office, and settle myself down then in a

well-feathered nest' It becomes very much like Tom Moore's
description of the Whigs upon one occasion, and the same
would equally apply to the Tories :

—

" * As bees on flowers alighting cease their hum,
So, settling upon places, Whigs grow dumb.'

(Laughter and cheers.) I conclude by telling you that the

Anti-Corn-Law League, which you have been taught to con-

sider your enemy, is a body of individuals composed of all

classes, united in one strong desire that every portion of the

people should prosper. I have a business as large as any man
in this assembly, and with as much property at stake in it, and
I am so convinced of the evil of this law—not-to me only, but

to you—that if trade were prosperous, which it is not, I would
still come among you and tell you that the Corn Law is a

curse to agriculture even more blasting than ever it has been
to manufacturers."

A meeting was held on Penenden Heath, June 29th, 1843,

when Mr. Cobden attended, and said :

—" Protection was like

the broad arrow, or, as it had been not inaptly termed, the
* Devil's Claw,' confiscating their property for the benefit of the

landlords and the government. He remembered, as a matter

of history, that when the Corn Law was first passed, the men
of Kent behaved nobly, and routed a- meeting of the aristocracy,

presided over by Lord Darnley, held on the place where they

were then assembled, and drove the monopolists into the back
parlour of an inn at Maidstone, where they passed their resolu-

tions. (Laughter.) Agricultural distress soon followed the

I 2
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enactment, and from time to time Parliamentary committees

of inquiry were appointed—farces, he called them, for they

were mere excuses, intended to keep the farmers off the right

scent—he meant the adjustment of rents and tenure. In 1841

the farmers' friends came into the provinces, and told them that

they should then really have protection, and suffer no more
adversity, if they would only help them (the Tories) to kick

the Whigs out of office, and this the farmers were good enough
to do—returning a majority of 90 advocates of ' protection.'

The result of this victory was a fresh Corn Law, professedly to

secure an average of 66/- per quarter—the new tariff also allow-

ing the importation of cattle, subject to duty, a Canada Bill,

and a Bill for grinding corn in bond. The alleged evil of im-

porting foreign corn was like the cry of ' Old Bogy ' to frighten

children out of a closet where sugar-plums were kept. The
sturdy yeomanry and hardy peasantiy of England could as well

compete with foreigners as manufacturers could, provided they

had a fair system of rents and tenure. Did they suppose that

this was the only country in Europe that was taxed ? Did not

the Continental powers do what all other governments do—tax

the people to the uttermost farthing they could bear ? It was

a gross absurdity to talk of bringing in corn grown without

taxes. Measuring the value of labour, not by time, but by the

quantity of work done, labour was cheaper in England than in

any other country in Europe. The English farmer actually did

now compete with foreigners in the article of wool, which realised

the highest price ever known in the yearwhen there was the largest

importation. There were eight or ten millions of people in this

kingdom who never tasted wheaten bread, except as a luxury.

Such was the condition of the inhabitants of Ireland, whom he
called his own countrymen. (Loud cheers.) He was glad to

hear that cheer, and he (Mr. Cobden) would say, ' Hurrah for

Ireland.' (Renewed cheering.) The object of the Corn Law
repealers was to increase the quantity of corn, in order that all

might be enabled to get bread (hear, hear), and this could
only be done by increasing the foreign trade of the country.

Their unprincipled opponents told their workmen that the

object of the Corn Law repealers was to procure cheap bread
in order that they might reduce their labourers' wages. Having
first invented the lie, they endeavoured to profit by it at the

expense of their opponents. The landlords had made the

Corn Law a sort of church-and-queen question—something
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nearly connected with orthodoxy in reHgion and with sound-

ness in morals. As connected with the existence of the

monarchy and the well-being of the State, he would not
advise them to insult those who talked in this way, but he
recommended them to turn on their heels, and let them know
that they would no longer be gammoned. (Cheers.) When
the Corn and Provision Laws were got rid of, the keystone
of the arch of monopoly would be destroyed, and the whole
structure would come tumbling down. (Hear, hear, and
cheers.) The restrictions on the trade in sugar interfered

especially with their trade as fruit-growers, both in London
and in the north of England, preventing large numbers of

people from consuming their own produce for preserves,

&c. He asked them, when they went home, to tell their

wives that for every knob or spoonful of sugai which they

took out of their basin, there was a certain unseen per-

sonage who dipped his unhallowed fingers in, and extracted

a like quantity; and if they asked for the name of this

mysterious personage, let them tell their wives it was 'Pro-

tection.' 'Y
A meeting was arranged for Colchester, to be held July 8th,

1843, and on this occasion the agricultural associations, throw-

ing aside their non-political character, were brought into active

exercise in marshalling the forces of monopoly ; and their chief

champion. Sir John T. Tyrrel, accompanied by the redoubtable
member for Knaresborough, Mr. W. B. Ferrand, were, it was
reported, to enter Colchester at the head of 1,000 stout

yeomen, good and true. These circumstances, coupled with

the known fact that a great number of the clergy of the country
had been canvassing most anxiously on the part of the Pro-

Corn-Law party, induced them to rely upon victory as confi-

riently as though it had been already won, and the laurels

entwined around the brow of Sir John. By way of weakening
the Anti-Corn-Law party, a singular ruse was had recourse to.

Upwards of fifty of the active Liberals of the district were
sworn in as special constables, and quietly stationed in the

castle, away from the meeting, to await their being called into

active service should occasion require. A vast deal of manoeuv-
ring was also practised with reference to the field of battle.

The place originally appointed by Mr. Cobden's party was the

Mechanics' Institute, which was soon abandoned as being too

small. Subsequently the High Street, in front of the Three
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Cups Inn, was selected by the East Essex Agricultural Asso-
ciation. This arrangement was put an end to by the mayor,
Dr. Nunn, who issued a proclamation prohibiting the meeting
at this spot. The free-traders, however, knowing from previous

experience the monopolist propensity of the Pro-Corn-Law
party, took the matter into their own hands, and erected, in a
field near the east bridge, commodious hustings, in a place

capable of containing 20,000 persons, the admission to which
was by tickets, half of which were sent to the opposing party,

who, at one o'clock on the day of meeting, sent a message to

Mr. Cobden, declining to meet him anywhere except on St.

John's Green. The honourable member was not, however, to

be out-generalled, and the monopolists subsequently thought
proper to give way, and march down to the field where the

hustings were erected. It will be seen by the sequel, that not-

withstanding the formidable preparations and admirable organi-

sation of the Pro-Corn-Law party, the anticipations which they

had so confidently formed of sending back Mr. Cobden and
his Anti-Corn-Law resolutions were doomed to signal disap-

pointment, and that the principles of free trade achieved by far

the greatest triumph they have ever done in the hands of

Mr. Cobden, or any other advocate of similar opinions. The
appearance of the town during the day resembled that usually

caused by a contested election, wanting only banners and
music; and the oldest inhabitants of the quiet town of Col-

chester declared they scarcely ever remembered having seen

the town so full.

At the hour of meeting—three o'clock—there could not have
been less than 5,000 persons on the ground ; and it was a sub-

ject of general remark, how small a proportion of mechanics
were among them. At a few minutes before the above hour,

Mr. Cobden, accompanied by the Hon. C. P. Villiers, M.P.,

Mr. Robert R. R. Moore, Mr. Hurnard, Mr. Esdale, and
several other influential residents in the town, mounted the

hustings. Their appearance was the signal for loud and con-

tinued cheering, which lasted some minutes. Shortly after, Sir

John Tyrrel, Bart, M.P., C. J. Round, Esq., M.P., and W. B.

Ferrand, Esq., M.P., arrived, and took up the position allotted

them on the hustings. Amongst those present at this period

were Sir G. H. Smyth, M.P. for the borough of Colchester,

Colonel Addison of Sudbury, Lieutenant-General Sir John
Malcolm, George Round, Esq., the Revs. R. Strong, W. Tucker,
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Charles Tyrrel, brother of the member for the county, Messrs.

Duffield, Warren, Halward, &c., and a host of the most respect-

able farmers from every district in Essex.

Mr. Cobden presented himself, and began by stating " That
he should have apologised for holding that meeting, if he did

not believe that before they separated they would be perfectly

unanimous upon the subject he came to discuss with them.

(Laughter.) He was sure that the question was of such im-

portance to every one there, that none of them would begrudge
a little of their time and attention to what he had to say, for he
was convinced the subject came home to the bosoms of every

one of them. (Hisses and cheers.) He should be allowed,

then, to say, he appeared before that audience with very great

pleasure, notwithstanding that his presence there was heralded

with no very flattering prospects (laughter, cheers, and hisses)

;

and although the best motives in the world, he admitted, were
not attributed to his coming among them. (Renewed hisses

and cheers.) Yet he ventured to meet gentlemen whose minds
had been prejudiced against himself and his motives, not only

without dread of personal violence (*oh, oh,' and groans,

mingled with partial cheers), but he might say he had done so

as a total stranger, unknown to any of them (hear, hear), and
he appeared before them with confidence that he should get

that fair play and gentlemanly courtesy from the men of Essex
which he knew Englishmen always gave to strangers. He ^\a.s

determined to follow the chairman's advice by keeping as

closely as possible to the question for discussion, which was,
' How the Corn Law affected the agricultural interests of tliis

country?' He would show that whatever interest the land-

lords had in it, their tenants had suffered more than any other

class of the community under the operation of the Corn Laws.
The Corn Laws were called ' protective laws,' but he was pre-

pared to prove that that was a delusion—a perfect deception
;

and that it was nothing else ever since those laws were enacted.

Then, whatever they believed of him, he wished the tenan-^ far-

mers not to suppose that be intended to deprive them r^.
^"'-'

protection, though he was called their enemy ; and, thc'^^^?^J|^^

was attempted to persuade them that he had come to ths^^^^ ,
^

ing to take something from them, he most flatly d 1^^' ^^-^

because he did not acknowledge that the Corn Law g^^^^'-' 7^^

any protection at all, but quite the contrary ; and there^^^ .^^

was that he asserted that he had not come there to depriv^^^^°"'
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farm tenants of any advantage whatever. He had asked the

question in many places, whether the farmers, as a class, had
made more money than any other class of traders? (Hear,
hear.) He should like to hear that question answered by a

tenant-farmer, not by a landowner, or a farmer, or a clergyman,
or a valuator. (A laugh.) He wanted that question to be
honestly answered by a tenant-farmer. He had asked it else-

where, and the answer he had got was, 'they had not.' (Hear.)

Take a man, for instance, with a capital of ;£^3,ooo, and give

him ten years to cultivate his farm. Could that man, under the

existing laws, possibly make as much money by the end of that

time as the coachmaker or the manufacturer could, beginning
with the same amount of capital? ('No, no,' and cheers.)

Then that was the whole question he had come there to prove.

(Cheers.) That was the whole of his case. If his opponents
made such an admission as that, they gave up their whole case.

(Laughter and cheers.) Now, if he had been told that the far-

mers had made more money than any other class of traders,

notwithstanding their 'protection,' he should have probably
thought that they might be benefited by the Com Laws ; but he
found, on looking over the blue books of the House of Com-
mons, that there had been no less than five or six committees
of the House of Commons appointed, all to inquire into the

state of distress of the farmers of the country. (Cheers.)

"In 1836 a gentleman named Christopher Comyn Parker
(who might possibly be then present) was examined as to the

state of the county of Essex ; he was an extensive farmer, and
had the management of more than 20,000 acres of land. The
first question put to that gentleman was, ' Whether, taking the

whole of the farmers of the county, he thought they had at that

time as much capital as in 182 1 and 1822 ?'—and his answer
was, ' Certainly not.' According to that, the farmers of the

county must have been labouring 15 years for nothing. (Hear,

hear.) They had had no return at all for their industry. (Hear,

andmpheers.) The next witness, John Kemp, was asked a

tinned ( question, and, in reply, he stated that the capital of the

John T in the whole county had very much diminished. Charles

Ferrand^nother witness, was asked ' Whether he had gained or

them on orevious year by his farm ?
' His answer was, ' That

were Sijlost by it every year since he had been in business.'

Colon e,i hear.) And he also stated that the farmers' capital had
Malcolshed very materially, whilst their arrears of rent had been
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very much increasing. (Cheers.) That was the evidence of

men who lived in the county of Essex, the very neighbours of

those who were then assembled at that meeting. (Cheers, and
cries of ' What has that to do with the question ?

') It had,

asserted the hon. member, everything to do with it ; it was the

testimony of gentlemen, not only of respectability, but of con-

siderable reputation as good practical farmers. The only object

the House of Commons had in going through the farce of

appointing committees to inquire into their depressed condition,

was to keep the farmers off the right scent in obtaining their

just rights, which was a settlement of rents and tenure. Were
they better off now than in 1836? The landowners, instead

of assisting them in cultivating their farms, in cropping and
manuring them, sympathised with them by inquiring into their

distresses, and by giving them an Act of Parliament. (Hear.)

In 1828 they had another Corn Law passed, which was to be
the perfection of legislation— it was to be called ' the sliding

scale.' (Laughter.) That was to give the farmers from 60/- to

68/- a quarter for their corn ; and 64/- was the average price

which the farmers expected to receive. Again the red tape

men, valuators, lawyers, &c., began to value upon that ground

;

but soon the average price was 39/- and 40/- a quarter, and it

was afterwards as low as 35/- a quarter. Were not those facts

the most convincing proofs that the Com Laws had deceived

the farmers by making promises which they never performed ?

(Hear, hear, and no, no.) But suppose the Corn Laws could
perform all that was promised ; suppose an 8/- duty would
raise the price of corn, what benefit would that confer upon the

farmer ? If there was a permanent rise in corn, there would
also be a permanent rise in rents. (Hear, hear, and no, no.)

Suppose the owners of the back streets in Colchester had the

power, and made an Act of Parliament making their houses as

valuable as the houses in High Street, would any one believe

that they would let those houses for one penny less than the

houses in High Street ? It was the same thing precisely with

the farmers and the landowners. He looked upon the land-

owners of the country whilst legislating upon that question as

*a packed jury.' (Laughter.) The landowners acted invariably

in such a way that, if they had been empanelled as a jury, they
might reasonably and justly be challenged. (Laughter.) He
was anxious to have the opinion of the meeting whether that

system of plunder, of extortion (oh ! oh !), and of starvation.
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for it amounted to that, had been carried on merely for the

benefit of the farmer, the tenant-farmer, and the labourer."

(Cheers and counter-cheers.)

Mr. Cobden concluded, at the request of Sir John Tyrrel

(and contrary to his usual custom), by proposing the following

resolution :
—" That in the opinion of this meeting, the Corn

Law, and every other law which favours one class at the

expense of other classes, is injurious and unjust to the com-
munity at large."

Sir John Tyrrel then presented himself to the meeting, and,

after a few remarks, moved the following amendment :
—"That

in the opinion of this meeting, while the present charges on
land remain, the home grower of corn cannot compete with

the foreign grower without a protective duty."

Sir John Tyrrel then, contrary to all precedent, without

providing himself with a seconder, or deferring to the custo-

mary authority of the chairman upon such occasions, proceeded
to take the sense of the meeting upon his amendment, when
somewhat less than one-third held up their hands for it, the

remainder of the meeting being in favour of free trade. This
novel proceeding of the eccentric baronet, prematurely dis-

closing the numerical inferiority of the monopoHsts at the

meeting, caused the utmost consternation among his party, in

the midst of which Sir John said, upon reflection, he saw he
had been wrong in putting his amendment to a show of hands
at that time, and therefore begged to withdraw it. The meet-
ing loudly protested against this course, which, under the

sanction of the chairman, was ultimately adopted, on the

ground of the irregularity of the proceeding, and it having

been returned to the hon. baronet's pocket, nothing further

was heard of a Pro-Corn-Law amendment during the remainder

of the day.

The Hon. C. P. Villiers next addressed the meeting, and,

referring to the Parliamentary Committee appointed to inquire

into the agricultural distress in 1836, said :
—"The first land

agent called was Mr. Thomas Neve, a resident in Kent, who,

on being asked, ' Comparing the state of the farmers in that

district of the country, at the present time, with their state

in 1833, do you consider it better or worse?—answered: I

think where they are dependent principally on corn, they are

in a worse condition.' Then came Mr. John Houghton,
land agent on property in Bucks, Lincoln, Middlesex, Surrey,
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Sussex, Northampton, and Suffolk, who was asked :
' Do you

find that the capital of the farmers has been diminishing ?

—Answer : Certainly. Have the farmers been paying their

rent out of the produce of their farms, or out of their capital ?

—Answer : If you take the heavy clay lands, they have cer-

tainly been paying out of their capital. When I have been

paying workmen in provincial towns, they have said, " You
take all the money of the place for rent, and I find that the

tenants cannot pay me. " ' Then Mr. Wm. Cox, of Scotsgrove,

Buckinghamshire, was asked :
* Are the farmers doing well or

ill ?—Answer : A great part have failed ; and more than half

the rest, if they were to reckon up, would be insolvent.'

Next, Mr. John Rolfe, of Beaconsfield, Bucks, was asked :

' Do you mean to say that one half of the tenantry in your

district are insolvent?—Answer: Yes, I do.' Then followed

Mr. William Thurnhall, of Daxford, Cambridge, who was
asked :

' What, in your opinion, is the condition of the

tenantry generally in your neighbourhood ?—Answer : I

think, verging on insolvency, the most desperate state men
can be in ; not only in Cambridge, but, generally speaking,

in a great part of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex.' Then Mr.

Thomas Bower was asked :
' What is the condition generally

of the tenantry in Huntingdonshire ?—Answer : They are at

a very low ebb indeed. I think nearly half of them have
next to nothing.' Next, Mr. Evan, of Daird, was asked :

—

' Is there much distress among the farmers in Glamorgan-
shire ?—Answer : Yes, very much ; the capital of the tenantry

has been disappearing in the last ten, twelve, or fifteen years.

Are there many insolvent now ?—Answer : Yes, many have

become insolvent, and I could name several others whose
losses have been very great. I should say, ^£"45,000, almost,

has been sunk by four-and-twenty farmers within ten miles

of me.' Then Mr. Charles Howard, of the East Riding,

York, was asked :
' Are the present wages of labourers paid

out of the profits of the farm, or out of his capital ?—Answer :

Out of his capital.' Next came Mr. J. G. Cooper, of Blyte-

'bury, Suffolk, who was asked :
' What is the state of the

farmer ?—Answer : The condition of the farmer I consider to

be bordering on ruin.' There was much more to the same
effect"

Chelmsford, July 28th, 1843.—At the Colchester meeting

Sir John Tyrrel tauntingly challenged Mr. Cobden to meet him
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at Chelmsford, and a sneering insinuation was thrown out at

the same time that the hon. member for Stockport was too

good a judge to face the farmers of that locality. The
gauntlet was, however, promptly taken up by Mr. Cobden,
who instantly named the 28th of July for the meeting. The
announcement was made public, and the curiosity of the Essex
farmers was raised to a high pitch by the anticipated contest.

True to his word, Mr. Cobden, accompanied by Mr. Robert R.
R. Moore, fearlessly presented himself in the field of action at the

appointed time, prepared to defend the principles of free trade

against Sir John Tyrrel and all comers. The monopoly knight

was anxiously looked for, but in vain ; inquiries were then

made in every direction, " Where is Sir John ? Cobden is

here, but who knows where Sir John is ? " To the surprise of

almost every one, it was at last ascertained that the challenger,

notwithstanding his haughty defiance at Colchester, had
" taken his departure into a far country," leaving his supporters

to fight the battle as they best could.

The meeting took place in a large field at the back of the

Bell Inn, where commodious hustings had been erected. Before

three o'clock a large number of respectable persons had
arrived, and at a few minutes after that hour Mr. Cobden,
accompanied by Mr. Robert R. R. Moore, and two or three

gentlemen of local importance, mounted the platform. The
meeting numbered upwards of 2,000 persons, and included a

large number of practical farmers from all parts of the county.

Mr. J. Copeland was called to the chair. Mr. Cobden
then addressed the meeting ; and Mr. Holt White spoke on the

other side. Mr. Cobden having briefly replied, the original

question and amendment were put to the meeting, and the

former was declared to be carried by a large majority. After

a resolution of thanks to the chairman, the meeting separated.

At Alnwick on 8th July, 1843, Mr. Bright attended, and,

addressing the meeting, ridiculed the possibility of "protect-

ing" one class except at the expense of other classes, and
traced the dreadful effects produced upon the great mass of

the people by the scarcity which the Corn Law had inflicted

upon them during the previous five years. He argued that

the Corn Law was an unjust law, as it denied the right of

exchange; and an unnatural law, as it operated to prevent

abundance of human food. He contended that legal enact-

ments could not give permanently high prices to farmers,
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because high prices, the result of scarcity, impoverished the

farmers' customers, and were consequently followed by low

prices. He showed that ifhigh prices could be secured by law,

farmers would not get the benefit, as their numbers made them
compete with each other, and give all the gain of the Corn

Law to the landlords. He brought forward some valuable

facts connected with the wool trade to prove that " protection
"

had injured the growers of wool, and that in this article bad

trade had always reduced its price, in spite of the operation of

the protecting duty. He implored the farmers to unite in

doing justice to the people as the surest mode of securing their

own prosperity and independence. He described the sufferings

of the industrial labourers of Great Britain, and appealed to

the kind and honest hearts of the Northumberland farmers on
behalf of the trampled-upon and suffering millions. He de-

clared himself the friend of the tenantry, and in the name of

the League held out the right hand of fellowship to them.

His speech produced a very powerful effect, and many a

countenance afforded an index of the response his appeal met
with in that large assembly. A burst of cheering at the close

attested the deep impression produced.

At Winchester, July 14th and 15th, 1843, ^^- Bright said :

" I am here to assert, first, that the Corn Law is injurious to

the great body of the people of this country, and that it is

founded upon principles which involve great injustice and loss

to the community, and contravene the principles of Divine Pro-

vidence. (Hear, hear.) I am here also to assert that the

Corn Law cannot permanently secure to the tenantry of Eng-
land a high price for the produce of their farms ; and, thirdly,

that if it did do so, they would not get the benefit of that in-

crease. (Cheers). If I prove these three points, I have a

right to expect that you will have the candour and honesty to

do justice to your countrymen and to yourselves, and never

henceforth utter a syllable in favour of the Corn Law ; but if

myself and my friend Richard Cobden should fail in convincing

you on these points, then you may go home resolved to main-

tain your present opinions on this law." (Hear, hear, hear).

After a very eloquent and effective speech, the honourable

gentleman resumed his seat amid loud cheering from every part

of the meeting.

Mr. Cobden next came forward, and was loudly cheered

.

He said :
" Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I have little else to
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do but gather up the chaff, as the corn has been already so

well threshed out by my friend John Bright. (Hear, hear).

He, however, has not put one question to you, which I always
put wherever I go. I will put to you, farmers of Hampshire,
the question I have put before in Bedfordshire, Nottingham-
shire, Essex, and Kent, and everywhere else—Has farming
with a given capital—say of ^2,000 or ;£"3,ooo—been as good
a trade upon an average of ten years as that of grocers, cabinet-

makers, and other trades in Winchester ? (Cries of ' No, no

—

nothing like so good.') I have never yet heard in any agricul-

tural town any person who did not admit that the shopkeepers
had been the most prosperous. (Hear, hear). Well, then, I

have not come to rob you of anything, at all events. Protec-

tion has done you no good, and what we aim at is to put you
on precisely the same footing as other trades, for whom there

has been no body of landlords sitting up all night in the House
of Commons, looking after their protection, and who yet have
made more money than you. I have come to tell you that

this protection is all rank delusion, fudge, and humbug.
(Hear). (A voice, 'What wages do you pay?') Better than

are paid in the agricultural districts. I employ 600 people, a

great number of whom are unskilled labourers, and there is not

one of them to whom I give less than 1 2/ ; and I have num-
bers who earn from 20/ to 30/ per week. (Hear, hear.) I

mention this to show that if there has been any benefit derived

from the Corn Law, it has not reached the agricultural labourer,

inasmuch as the manufacturers are paying higher wages than

the agriculturists. (Hear, hear.) I do not charge farmers with

giving less wages than they ought to do, for wages must always

be regulated by the supply and demand, and if there are more
men than masters need, wages will fall, and if there are more
masters than can get men, they will rise. The object of the

Anti-Corn-Law League is to depopulate the union workhouses,

and to give your surplus labourers employment in the manu-
facturing towns." (Hear, hear.) The hon. member, after a

speech to which we can only shortly advert, retired amidst the

most enthusiastic cheering.

At Lewes, July 8th, 1843, Mr. Cobden said : "All that the

manufacturer wanted was liberty to make a free exchange of

his productions all over the world, and when he asked this, he

was content to give the same advantage to those who pur-

chased his manufactures.



MR. COBDEN AT HEREFORD. 127

" The further people were removed from the manufacturing

districts the worse was their condition. In the purely agricul-

tural counties of Bucks, Wilts, and Dorset, the condition of

the labourers was worse than in any other part of the kingdom.

He (Mr. Cobden) employed a great number of unskilled la-

bourers in his business, and he paid none less than 12/- per

week. He took no merit to himself on that account—he paid

only as much as his neighbours ; but he mentioned it merely to

show that if any benefit was derived from the Corn Law, none
accrued to the agricultural labourer. (Hear, hear.) Badly off

as they were in the manufacturing districts, they were still

worse off in many of the agricultural counties. (Hear.) Lan-

cashire alone contained 60,000 Irishmen, besides a large num-
ber of people from all the various counties in England, and
none would be so foolish as to migrate to a distant county,

unless higher wages were obtained there. (Hear, hear.) The
effect of Free Trade would be to increase employment on ever /

side."

At Hereford, July 26th, 1843, Mr. Cobden, upon coming
forward, was received with loud cheers. He said :

'' Gentle-

men, your excellent chairman has very properly stated that

this meeting is a grand jury for the purpose of trying the Corn
Law. Now, gentlemen, I come from another tribunal—the

House of Commons, where I maintain we try this question

before a packed jury. (Hear, and laughter.) For three-fourths

of that body believe themselves to be interested in keeping up
this system of Corn and Provision Laws. Now, my object in

coming here is to show the farmers and the agriculturists

generally in this county, the strong bond of union and of in-

terest which subsists between the people in the manufacturing

and trading towns, and you people in this county of Hereford

—to show you that in future your dependence for prosperity

must be upon their well-being, and not upon the circumstance

of your having a majority of this or that political faction in the

House of Commons. (Cheers.) Now you, the people of

Hereford, are famous for rearing some of the finest beasts in

the kingdom. I call the Hereford farmers good manufacturers

of cattle (loud laughter) ; they put the greatest possible quan-
tity of flesh upon the least bone. But, besides growing good
meat, I believe you raise good corn too ; and I am glad to

come among the manufacturers of a county who excel in all

they produce.
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" Two or three years ago we were in great distress in the

north of England ; the townspeople were all turned paupers or

beggared, and the poor-rates were raised loo percent, through-

out those districts. In the borough which I represent (Stock-

port) one-half of the manufacturers failed, and the remainder

were paying ;£7,ooo a week less last year than they did in

1836. Think of that ! ;^7,ooo a week less in wages, or

;!£"36o,ooo a year less in 1842 than in 1836. Did it never

strike you, farmers of Herefordshire, and you landowners too

—

I mean those of you who are not politicians—that if there were
less money spent in the manufacturing districts, there would be
a smaller quantity of meat consumed ; and, although it might
not come on you for the next six months, yet this distress

would reach you in time ; and now, at length, you have got it.

I will show you what it is that has caused this distress. A
reverend friend of mine in Stockport took some pains to ascer-

tain what the falling off in the consumption of cattle was
between 1835 and 1842; and in the former year, in the three

months of July, August, and September, there were sold 814
liead of cattle in the borough of Stockport ; whilst in the cor-

responding three months of 1842 only 194 head were sold,

being about one-third of the quantity which was consumed in the

same period of 1835. Now, if there was this falling-off to the

amount of 600 head of cattle in three months in Stockport,

the same melancholy fact was also observable in Manchester
and other manufacturing towns. If all this diminution was
going on in the consumption, it does not require much
philosophy to see that it would not be long before you would
be compelled to take a less price for your cattle ; for, as your
customers diminish in number, you will get a less price for

what you have to divide among them. The Corn Law a pro-

tection ! It is a deception, a delusion, a fraud ! We manufac-

turers have no protection, and yet, mark me ! the labourers

and masters amongst us are doing better than you are. I am
a farmer's son ; although I am not half or a quarter so rich as

some of these monopolists endeavour to make out—some of

them say I am a rich man, and worth ;^5 00,000. I should

like to make them prove their words, but that would be no
easy matter. (Laughter.) But then, gentlemen, I plainly and
frankly avow to you that if I had not left my father's farm and
gone first to London and thence to Lancashire, I should have

been a very poor man indeed. (Hear, hear.) If I had
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remained on my father's land in Sussex I should most likely-

have been very poorly off, for I find a good many who were
my playfellows have sunk down to the rank of labourers, and
some are even working on the roads. (Hear, hear.) Then I

say that the manufacturers, both employers and labourers, have
done better than the agriculturists, and that without any pro-

tection. Now I am come, farmers of Herefordshire, to ask you
to put yourselves on the same footing as we are on. I ask
you to have done with their meddling protection to your trade,

and then you will be able to go and make an honest and fair

bargain with your landlords ; but never till then. Depend
upon it you will never have leases for your land while this

Corn Law lasts. I will tell you why. The landowners will

not give leases, because they must make the farmers a party

to this protection. Why is it they will not trust a farmer
with a lease? Because he would find out that the system
of the Corn and Provision Laws is not for his benefit

;

therefore, unless the landlord has a strong hold upon the
farmer, he will not get him to go and vote for this system
of protection. It requires nothing but the exercise of com-
mon sense. (Hear, hear.) It is a great mistake to suppose
that they only lay a duty on corn for the purpose of yielding

a revenue to the country ; the object of levying a duty is to

raise the price at least 8/- a quarter higher than it would be if

the law had no force—not for the benefit of the bread-eater,

but to enable the farmers to get a higher price for their corn,

so that the landlords may thereby get higher rents for their

land. Now, I say, if we are to have a bread tax, let us have it

imposed directly at the corn mill, and we shall then understand
it ; the only reason that the landlords clamour for an import
duty is that it may benefit a particular party. I do not find

that they have any particular anxiety to be taxed on tea, or on
anything else but corn ; and that, simply because for every
shilling that will go into the exchequer, there will be ten shil-

lings go into the pockets of somebody else, who has never done
anything for it. They are usurpers, who put themselves into

the possession of government, and then levy taxes upon their

fellow-subjects for their own benefit."

At Bury St. Edmunds, August 5th, 1843, Mr. Cobden said:

"The woollen trade had formerly what was called a protection,

by means of a tax on foreign wool, and was fostered and
dandled like a child, the Lord Chancellor sitting upon a wool-

J
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sack, and a law was even enacted that no person should be al-

lowed to be buried, except in a woollen shroud, in order that

the woollen trade might flourish ; and yet the cotton manufac-
turer, without any such patronage, having to fetch his raw
material from America and from India, has been more pros-

perous than the woollen manufacturer with his protection." The
hon. gentleman continued :

" In coming to Bury he had passed
through the valley of the Stour, and observed its rich soil and
fine cattle. Would any one tell him that the men in posses-

sion of such land required protection against the Pole and the

Russian ? The farmers had merely been used by the landlords

as a stepping-stone to political power, which gave them the

patronage of the army, the navy, the church, and the colonies,

to the amount of 15 or 20 millions annually." Mr. Cobden
ended by saying :

" The parliamentary returns showed that

when food was at the highest price, pauperism was vastly

greater in the agricultural than in the manufacturing districts^

and the degree of pauperism would always be found increasing,

in proportion as the district referred to became more purely

agricultural." Mr. Cobden sat down amid great applause.

At SaHsbury, August 8th, 1843, Mr. Bright addressed the

meeting, and said :
" I feel the responsibility we have incurred

in having called so many thousands of you together; but
holding the opinions we do, our responsibility would be much
greater if we neglected to bring them before the minds of the

people. Many things have been done by certain parties to

induce you to suppose that the Anti-Corn-Law League was a
merciless and farmer-devouring association, anxious only tO'

destroy the landowner, the tenant, and the labourer. (Cheers.)

We are of opinion that an association which asks for nothing

more than justice, and which will be content with no less, is

one which is as friendly to the farmers of England as to any
other class of the inhabitants of this Empire. Are we treating,

you now as if we despised, or feared, or hated you. There
can be no greater enemy to the welfare of the farmer and
of the people at large than the man who endeavours to create

a feeling of class interest, and who sows dissension and ill-

feeling amongst the community. What are farmers? Are
they not manufacturers of food ? And what are those who are

commonly know as manufacturers ? Are they not the pro-

ducers of clothing ? And in this climate clothing is as neces-

sary as food, and those who make the one are as necessary to
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the existence ot the people as the other. Both are manu-
facturers ; and whatever is destructive to the interests of the

one, must be equally injurious to the interests of the other.

(Hear, hear.) The customers of the manufacturers are also

the customers of the farmers, and there is not a single human
being in these kingdoms, or out of them, who is not also a

customer for the produce of the looms and spindles of Lanca-

shire and Yorkshire, for the cutlery establishments of Sheffield,

and for the various manufactures carried on in various parts of

the kingdom. (Cheers.) If the Corn Law has injured my
customers (for I am a manufacturer), it has necessarily injured

yours ; and if those who have been accustomed to purchase

cotton goods are now in great part impoverished and pau-

perised, they assuredly cannot give you a good price for the

produce of your farms. Let us have a total and immediate

repeal, not of the Corn Law alone, but of all commercial

monopolies. Let the farmer and all other classes buy and
sell everything at its natural price, and then injustice will be
done to none, and thus the increasing strife of parties may be

put at an end to."

Mr. Bright then referred to the evil effects of the Corn Law
upon the tenant-farmers as compared with its effects upon the

manufacturers, and continued : "If it has scourged us with

thongs, it has lashed you with scorpions. It has made your

trade fluctuating and hazardous, it has deprived you of political

independence, it has surrounded you with discontented and
impoverished labourers, it has raised your poor rates ; and by
making you compete with each other for farms, it has raised

your rents ; and all this has been done under cover of

professing to protect you. We come among you to ask your

assistance in the great struggle we are engaged in, a struggle

which will be crowned with complete and early success, a
success which will deliver you and our country from the most
destructive and disgraceful imposition which any Government
ever practised upon any people. (Loud cheers.) In coming
down from London to-day we have passed through many miles

of waving corn ; we have seen how the sun and the shower,

the beautiful machinery of an all-wise and merciful Providence,

have blessed the earth with fruitfulness ; we have felt in many
places how secure is the reliance on the unfailing goodness of

Him who sends seed-time and harvest, and who has promised

that they shall never fail; we have faith in His bounty and

J2
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superintending care ; and we ask only that we may have what
He offers us freely, that we may in security enjoy what He is

pleased to grant us ; we 'ask that our fellow-men may not
impiously interpose between the good gifts of the Creator and
the wants of His creatures ; and we ask the farmers and
inhabitants of this ancient city and of this county to give

us their cordial support in our endeavour to do justice to

the much injured and oppressed population of our suffering

country."

Mr. Cobden then rose, and said :
" After the very eloquent

speech of my friend Mr. Bright, little remains for me to say

;

he has so thoroughly threshed out the subject, that all I can

hope is to find a few grains of argument in the chaff that he
has left behind. (Hear, hear.) I must, however, say that I

am disappointed in not meeting on this platform certain gentle-

men of your county, who, at a recent agricultural meeting at

Devizes, threatened that if the * evil spirit ' which was abroad
should pay a visit to this county, they would confront it.

(Laughter, and cries of ' Where's Benett ?') The Corn and Pro-

vision Laws are a fraud and a cheat upon the poor labourers.

It was said at a meeting of the Agricultural Society at Devizes

that the farmers ought to give higher wages ; but if their capital

was absorbed in paying rent, how could they do so, or even
employ the labourers at all ? I come here to throw upon the

political landlords, who dare not come to meet me, all the

responsibility of finding employment for the agricultural

labourers, whom Mr. Nield, Mr. Benett, and the Rev. Mr.

Ashe say the farmers must find employment for during the

coming winter ; I, on the contrary, affirm that they are throwing

upon the farmers the responsibility which belongs to them-

selves." (Hear, hear.) Mr. Cobden said he came there merely

to denounce those political landlords who mixed up blue

ribbons, church and state, and political party cries with the

business of farming. He, and they who worked with him,

were determined that whatever taxes were raised should be

paid to Queen Victoria for the service of the state ; and not to

enable Mr. Benett to pay the interest of his mortgages, nor Sir

Edward KnatchbuU his daughters' fortunes, nor Lord Mount-

cashel his land incumbrances. He retired amid loud and long-

continued cheering, which was renewed over and over again.

At Canterbury, 12th August, 1843, Mr. Bright on coming

forward was loudly cheered. He commenced by observing
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" that nothing but a full conviction of the immense importance

of the subject they had assembled to discuss, to every class

of the community, would have induced him or his colleague

to visit Kent for the purpose of inviting the inhabitants of

that county, and the farmers especially, to co-operate with them

in procuring what they believed to be justice to the great

body of the people. It could not be imagined that any man
opposed to the interest of a large class of persons, would

come among them, unfriended and unknown, to lay before

them principles hostile to their welfare. (Hear, hear). Agri-

culturists and manufacturers were alike interested in justice

and truth being made the basis of all legislation, and any law

which was detrimental to the interest of the one must be inju-

rious to the welfare of the other. (Hear, hear.) He came there

to assert boldly that the Corn Law had been more destructive

to the interests of the tenant-farmer than that of any other

class. The agriculturists had unfortunately supported this law,

but it was not the first time that men had shown ignorance of

their real interests."

At Reading, August 19th, 1843, in addition to a personal

canvass of the landlords among their tenantry, the following

hostile circular was issued during the week before the meeting,

by a Society calling itself the " Berkshire Association for the

Protection of British Agriculture and other branches of native

industry" :

—

" Farmers of Berkshire ! At a meeting of the committee of

the Berkshire Agricultural Association, held this day, Saturday,

August 1 2th, at the 'Upper Ship Inn,' Reading, Mr. Thomas
Pearman in the chair, it was unanimously resolved :

—
' In con-

sequence of an advertisement, announcing that Richard Cobden,

Esq., M.P., earnestly invites the farmers of Berkshire to meet

him at the Town Hall, Reading, on Saturday next, to hear his

opinions on the Corn Laws, that this committee earnestly advise

their brother farmers to abstain from attending or taking any

part in it, knowing from past experience that their views and
feelings have at all such previous meetings been grossly mis-

represented, and their attendance taken as an admission of

acquiescence in the free-trade doctrines of the Anti-Corn-Law

League ; and also that such meeting is altogether unnecessary,

as the farmers of Berkshire most emphatically gave expression

to their hostiUty to any measure affecting the present protective

laws, at the late important county meeting.'

"
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It was Stated that this resolution was adopted under the

advice of Mr. Walter, and up to within a few hours of the

meeting it was expected by many persons that the ex-member
for Nottingham would appear, and again try the fate of his

fixed-duty amendment.
The League adopted a plan in this instance, at once novel

and excellent, to defeat the intentions of the monopolists. A
full report of the proceedings was published in a local paper,

and two copies were sent to every farmer who, upon reference

to the county register, was found to have voted in favour of a
monopolist candidate at the last election. Thus, although the

landlords may have prevented the tenants from hearing the

speeches in favour of free trade, an opportunity was afforded

them of studying the arguments of the free-trade deputation by
their own firesides.

Mr. Cobden commenced his address by stating "That some
apology, or at least explanation, was due to the farmers of

Berkshire for calling them together on such an occasion, at that

hour of the day, and at a season of the year when their occupa-

tions were certainly ofa most important character. In attempting

to remove the Corn Law as the foundation-stone of all other

monopolies, they of the League were met in the House of

Commons by a body of landowners, who told them that this

Corn Law was necessary for the benefit of the farmer and of the

farm labourer. If those men would avow their own reasons for

maintaining the Corn Law, the task of the League would be
comparatively easy ; but when they thus put forward the far^ner

and the farm-labourer, saying that all they did was for their

benefit, it became a doubly difficult matter to get rid of the

Corn Law. He had always had his suspicions, since he was a

boy on his father's farm, that the Corn Law was no benefit to

the farmer or to the farm-labourer. From the first moment he
could think at all on the subject, he confessed that he had
always viewed the Corn Law as a rent law, increasing rent to

the landlord and tithe to the tithe-owner ; and since maturer

years had given him an opportunity of looking more narrowly

into the subject, and examining the evidence contained in the

blue books of the House of Commons on agriculture, the sus-

picion he had before entertained had become a conviction

—

that, instead of it being a benefit to the farmer and farm

labourer, the Corn Law was an injury to them all. He there-

fore left the House of Commons, and went to the country, to
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challenge discussion on this subject—to call upon the supporters

of the Corn Law in the rural districts to meet him, and defend
it before their neighbours and friends ; and if they shrank from
meeting him in a place like Reading, whatever their pretence

might be, it must be that they felt convinced that their cause

was a bad one, and that they could not maintain it." (Cheers.)

Mr. Bright, M.P., who was also received with cheering,

said :
" That as he came down from London he was meditating

on the signs of the times afforded by two manufacturers, such

as he and his hon. friend were, coming down in this way, at the

rate of thirty miles an hour, into the very heart of an agricultu-

ral county, to discuss with the farmers] themselves, for the

first time, the question of the continuance of the Corn Law.
(Hear.) He could not but think, also, that such meetings

as these were calculated to have a great effect on the future

course of events in this country." (Hear.) He then pro-

ceeded to argue at length against the Corn Law, and con-

cluded by calling upon them to use their franchise in favour of

Free Trade.

At Oxford, on J3th September, 1843, ^^^- Cobden, after

some preliminary forms had been gone through, stepped for-

ward and said :
" We have met here to-day to discuss the

effect of the Corn Law on the tenant-farmer and the farm-

labourer. We have not met to consider the law as it affects the

landlord and landowner. We are not here to consider whether
they benefit by it, for, if necessary, I will at once concede that

they do. Neither have we met to consider it as it affects the

tithe-owner in raising the price of his corn, for, if necessary, I

will also concede that it does that. Nor are we met to consider

it as it affects land-valuers or land-agents, who are interested in

the frequent change of tenants ; nor as it affects the legal

gentlemen who are the agents of great landowners. All these

i know it affects beneficially ; but what we are to consider is,

how it affects the farmers who employ their capital and their

talents in cultivating the land, and who can have no interest in

raising the price of bread ; and also how it affects the interests

of the farm-labourers, who, getting wages for their labour, can

have no interest in raising the price of bread, and of those

necessaries of life which they and their families consume in

such large proportions. Now as I see before me so large a
proportion of bona fide farmers (a cry of ' No no,') ; but I say,

* Yes, yes,' for where did those men below borrow their blush-
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ing faces and sun-burnt brows, but in their corn-fields ? As I

see before me so large a proportion of bona fide farmers, I wish
to put myself perfectly straight with them. Don't you suppose
that I come here to deprive you of protection, for I come here

to show you that what you consider protection is not protec-

tion. I ask you to regard my arguments as if you were honest
jurymen, setting aside prejudice, and acting perfectly im-

partially. Now, my first proposition is this, that if the Corn
Law raises the price of corn, rents rise in proportion to price.

Is not that, let me ask, the regular course ? Does not the

land-valuer always value you according to the price of corn at

the time when you take a farm ? Corn may be at one price, it

may be at another, but is not this always the case ? Well, then,

if this be the case, my next proposition is, that the Corn Law
has promised the farmer prices which it has never realised. I

say that it has cheated the farmers for twenty-seven years, and
that it has led the farmers to expect prices which they have
never obtained. Now what is the fact? In 1814, witnesses

before a Committee of the House ofj Commons stated that the

land could not be cultivated unless there was a price of 80/- a
quarter for wheat. The law of 181 5 recognised that price. If

there is any man here who remembers that period, let me ask

him was it not the universal belief that the law of 181 5 would
secure 80/- a quarter for wheat ? And what was the price of

wheat in 1822, seven years afterwards? Why, only 42/-

a

quarter. (Cheers.) In 1822 the agricultural distress was uni-

versal. In a single Norwich newspaper of that period there

were no less than 120 advertisements of sales of farming stock.

Well, what did you do? The tenants went and asked—for

what ? Why, for another Act of Parliament ! (A laugh.) They
had an Act giving them a nominal price of 80/- a quarter ; so

they asked for another Act. Well, more committees sat, more
witnesses were examined, and, after five or six years, another

Act was given you, involving that perfection of wisdom, the

sliding scale. (Renewed laughter.) That sliding scale was to

secure you not only high prices, but steady prices. In 1828

the sliding scale passed, and you were to have 64/- a quarter

for your wheat. Well, you took the sliding scale, and in 1835
wheat was down to 39/4 ; and there may be many here who re-

member it being sold in Oxford market that year at 35/-.

(Cheers.) Well, you'd have thought the farmers had had

enough of Protection after this. But no ! the Parliament of



LORD CAMOYS. 137

1841 was dissolved. The * farmers' friends' came down to the

hustings, and the siUier a man was, the greater the promises he

made you, so much the more did you farmers throw up your

caps at him. (A laugh.) Yes, there's not a farmer here who
won't confess it ; he'll hang down his head like that man there,

but he'll confess it nevertheless. (More laughter.) Well, I

heard your ' friends ' propose their last Corn Law. Sir Robert

Peel brought it forward, and he said he would give you, as far

as legislation could secure it, a price ranging from 54/- to 58/-

a quarter for your com. Well, in less than eighteen months
after he had made that promise, what were the prices of wheat?

From 46/- to 47/- a quarter— 10/- less than had been promised

to the farmer only twelve months before ! I say, therefore,

that those legislative Acts have never realised to the farmer

what they promised; and I say, further, that Acts of Parliament

never can give you high prices. (Hear, hear.) The farmers

have taken farms on the strength of these Acts, and they have

been ruined because they could not pay the rents for which

they had taken them; and it is because these Acts have ruined

you that I am here to-day to denounce what is called legislative

Protection.
" Your prosperity," he continued, " depends on the manu-

facturers. Believe me, whatever designing people may tell

you, you cannot injure the manufacturing population without

the distress and suffering returning upon your class. But I will

tell you how you may make us your best customers ; I will tell

you how you may improve our means of dealing with you.

Knock off our fetters
;
give us freedom for our industry ; let us

grow and shoot as freely as garden trees ; let us expand under

the influence of the burning sun of liberty, and I will promise

you then that we shall not have taken root in vain."

Lord Camoys then addressed the meeting in favour of a

moderate fixed duty, and moved the following resolution :

—

" Resolved, that the agricultural interests being the para-

mount interest in this country, to depress that interest would be

injurious to the whole community; that suddenly to adopt

free-trade in com might produce that effect, and that, therefore,

it is the opinion of this meeting that a moderate fixed duty

upon the importation of foreign com is the one best adapted to

the present position of the agricultural interests and to the

welfare of the community."
Mr. Langston, M.P., seconded the resolution, and
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Mr. Bright, M.P., then came fonvard, and was received

with loud cheers. He addressed the meeting at very great

length. In one part of his speech he said :
" We come here

to-day to offer you a remedy for your grievances. We want
the winter to pass over your heads without incendiary fires.

(Cheers.) We want you to have as small a poor-rate as pos-

sible ; we want your rent-day to pass Vv^ithout misery—your
elections to proceed in such a manner that you may give an
unfettered vote, free from a landlord's influence. (A groan, and
.a cry of ' Oh ! Norreys.') With respect to the resolution that

had been moved by Lord Camoys, as that noble lord had been
partly converted by his attendance in the House of Lords,

he hoped he would be wholly converted by his attendance at

Oxford. (Cheers.) They had heard from Mr. Cobden what
the law had already done ; did they want another legislative

alteration ? (No, no.) But Lord Camoys hinted that the fixed

duty might be reduced. He had proposed a duty of 6/-. Let
them consider what that would do. First of all, it would raise

by so much the price of bread to the poor ; secondly, the

farmer would be only the means of conveying that price from
the pockets of the poor to the pockets of the landlords. Would
they attempt such a change, too, when they knew it could only

be a partial one ? There was, they must recollect, an organised

body, which had sworn, over and over again, to use all their

time, to exert all their influence, to employ all their money and
all their talent, to obtain a total repeal of the Corn Law.
Would it be worth their while, then, to adopt a change which
would only tend to protract the agitation ?

"

Lord Norreys, Mr. Langston, M.P., and Mr. Henley, M.P.,

having addressed the meeting, Mr. Cobden briefly replied, and
Mr. Towle (a paper-maker) moved the following amend-
ment :

—

That in the opinion of this meeting the principles of free-trade are in

accordance with the laws of nature, and conducive to the welfare of man-
kind, and that all laws which interfere Mdth the intercourse of nations,

under pretence of protection to the agricultural, colonial, or manufacturing
interests, ought to be forthwith abolished.

The Chairman then took a show of hands on the original

motion and the amendment. For the latter nearly every hand
in the crowd was held up, whilst the former only appeared to

meet the approval of some five persons out of 1,800 or 2,000
who were present.
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Various meetings having been held in London, in the Anchor
Tavern, Strand, and the Freemason's Tavern, all of which were
crowded and enthusiastic; it was resolved to centralise the

efforts of the League by engaging the largest available room in

the Metropolis, the Drury Lane Theatre, and to hold weekly
meetings in an arena which hitherto only a love of pleasure

could decently fill, and to advocate there in serious earnest,

in opposition to the bulk of the rank, fashion, and wealth of

the Metropolis, a serious change in the laws and policy of the

nation. The first meeting was held on Wednesday, March
15th, 1843. Coming immediately after the painful scene

between the Premier and Mr. Cobden in the House of Com-
mons, it excited extraordinary interest. Mr. George Wilson
took the chair, and was received with loud cheering, which
having subsided, the chairman rose, and said, *' that three weeks
had scarcely elapsed since, in accordance with the recommen-
dation of some of the warmest friends of the cause of Corn
Law repeal, the League held their first weekly meeting in

London. To those who had witnessed their proceedings from
the time when they had first assembled at the Crown and
Anchor, up to the time when this splendid meeting was held

within the walls of Drury Lane (cheers), it would be un-

necessary to ask whether the experiment of holding these

meetings in London had been a wise and judicious one or not.

(Loud cheers.) They had been told, indeed, that in the North
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the League was powerful, because the question of the repeal oi

the Corn Law was a manufacturers' question, and that the people

there were interested in the progress of manufactures, but that

in the South no such interest prevailed. They had, however,
sent out their lecturers, and their agents had delivered their

tracts in the agricultural districts of the South. (Cheers). They
found no obstruction to their work, and no impediments were
thrown in their way on the part of the intelligent occupiers of

land. (Cheers.) The poor agricultural labourer, living upon
his vegetable regimen, offered them no obstruction. (Cheers.)

They had no feelings of apprehension from the importation of

foreign cattle, or from the importation of foreign corn.

(Cheers.) They had made inquiries on every side, and they
had never been able to discover any one single man, beyond
the proprietors of the soil and their immediate dependents,
who could be said to have the slightest interest, immediately
or remotely, in the maintenance of the present law. (Cheers.)

It was true they did hear, occasionally, that their tracts had
been designated as bad books—(cheers and laughter)—by
those who had wished the people not to read them. It was
true they had frequently heard that persons had been told that

it was their duty not to pay any attention to the information

which the Anti-Corn-Law League had put into circulation.

This was the advice of those who were unable to answer their

arguments. (Cheers.) Their enemies, he supposed, imagined
that these would be the best means of silencing the agitation

of this question ; but he would venture to tell them that they

would find themselves most miserably mistaken. (Loud
cheers.) Let them look back for the last four years, and they

would see the impression that had been made upon the public

mind by their proceedings, their lectures, and their publications.

(Cheers.) If they could blot out of recollection all the suffer-

ings and the evils which the Corn Law had inflicted during

that period, then, indeed, the enemies of the League might hope
to be successful. (Cheers.) If they could restore to their

homes the thousands of emigrants who had been compelled to

leave the shores of their native land—(loud cheers)—then

might their enemies hope to succeed. (Cheers.) If they

could call back from their graves the thousands of persons who
within that time had been consigned to them in consequence

of the Corn Law—(loud cheers)—then, indeed, the enemies of

the League might hope for success. He had, as chairman



MEETING IN DRURY LANE THEATRE. 141

of the League, in common with many others of his friends, the

honour of making his first appearance on those boards.

(Cheers and laughter.) They would now begin with the first

scene of the first act, which their opponents said was ' Much
Ado about Nothing,' to which his reply was, ' As you Like it.'

(Loud cheers, and laughter.) Whatever might be the opening
of the drama, he was convinced that the concluding scene
would be the opening of the ports of the whole globe to their

commerce, and the diffusion to every man, woman, and^^child

in Great Britain, of peace and of plenty. (Cheers.) The pro-

ceedings would be opened by their excellent friend the member
for Dumfries, Mr. Ewart. (Loud cheers.) He should then be
delighted to introduce to them their excellent friend Mr.
Cobden." (At the mention of Mr. Cobden's name the whole
audience rose, and amidst the waving of hats and handkerchiefs,

a roof-rending shout of applause burst from them, succeeded
by continuous cheering, which lasted several minutes.) " The
proceedings of the evening would be incomplete without an
address from their worthy friend John Bright—(loud cheers)

—

and if there should be still sufficient time, Mr. Villiers would
close the proceedings."

Mr. Cobden, in one part of his address, said :
*' What is this

Corn Law? You understood it in London when it was first

passed. (Cheers.) There was not a working man in London
who, in the year 1815, did not foresee all those horrible evils

and sufferings which have sprung from it. I need not tell those

of you who have passed the age of fifty years, and have lived

in this Metropolis, the scenes which were enacted when this

measure was passed—how the House of Commons was sur-

rounded by armed soldiers for its protection, and to keep off

the infinite crowds which pressed to its doors ; and how
members of that House who went down to give their votes in

favour of this enactment, had their clothing torn in their pro-

gress, and were in danger of being injured or even murdered
—how the caricature shops of that day were filled with this

all-pervading topic—how John Bull, just escaped from a
twenty years' war, was being choked with the bread-tax—or

how, being pinioned down between two monopolists, another

and a greater monopolist was seen pushing a roll down his

throat, marked * bread-tax.' (Hear, hear, and laughter.) But
what are the pretences under which the law is now supported?

We are told—and this is said to be the great object of the
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Corn Law—that you must keep land and cultivate it, in order
to secure employment for the people. I will call to your minds
that if the object was to keep the people in employment, there

is another mode of securing this object without maintaining
the Corn Law. You might have the Corn Law repealed, and
if you choose to keep some men in employment, you might
support them by means of taxation, without creating high prices

for those very articles which form the necessaries of life.

(Cheers.) Then, suppose the object is to legislate so as to

secure the employment of the people ; or, in the event of such
employment not being obtainable, to support them by taxation

;

I say, why impose a tax upon the bread of the population of
the whole country, when the same object could be obtained by
a direct tax on income, or even on steam-engines, if they liked

it better? (Hear, hear, and laughter.) But I say, do not let

them hamper and restrict our trdae—do not let them manacle
and fetter our exertions, and doom us to the pining miseries

which we are now enduring, in order to keep a few more men
at work in Dorsetshire at 7s. a week. (Cheers and laughter.)

But we have said too much about the agriculturist and the

manufacturer upon this subject, and their respective interests.

I should be glad to meet Mr. Bankes here, and to prove to

him that the farmers have suffered more than any other class

of the community from the operation of this law—(cheers)

—

or, if there be any exception, it is the agricultural labourers

—

(hear)—who, as Lord Fitzwilliam has justly said, suifer more
than any other classes from the operation of these Coi'n and
Provision Laws. How do I prove this ? If we go back to the

time when this law was passed, the year 1815, we find that

since that time we have had the farmers, as a class, five times

up in arms, and proclaiming themselves to be suffering from
unparalleled distress. (Hear, hear.) There were committees
of the House of Commons sitting in 1816, in 1821, 1822,

1833, and 1836, to inquire into the state of distress to which
the farmers were reduced. Do we find amongst any other

class of the community—amongst any class of shopkeepers, as

grocers, tailors, drapers, &c.—any case in which one particular

trade throughout the country is suffering from exclusive and
pecuHar distress ? (Cheers.) Has such a thing ever happened
as all the grocers of the country running together, and holding

delegate meetings in Palace Yard, and complaining that they

were all suffering from severe distress ? (Cheers.) I will ask
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the farmers another question, and that is a home thrust ; it is a

question about which, as the son of a farmer myself, I may be
presumed to possess some knowledge. I ask them—have
you, as a class, since the year 1815, done as well, made as

much money, and realised as much profit, on a given amount
of capital, as the retail trader—the grocer, the linendraper,

the tailor—in the nearest market town? Why, when such

a question is put, the farmer throws up his eyes in anger, that

he should be called upon to solve such a question. * Why 1

make as much?' he says; 'no, we never did; if we can live,

and send our children to school, and make both ends meet,

that is all we expect.' (Hear, hear.) And as to settlements

with their landlords, and payments of money, why, the

generality of them have endless accounts with Mr. Redtape
the steward, and indeed they are never settled. (Cheers.)

The arrears, it is true, are sometimes paid up in dear years, and
then they run on again, until another period of high prices

enables them once again to clear them off. The farmer of this

country is on precisely the same footing, with regard to the

landlords, as the Fellah population of Egypt is with Mehemet
Ali. I went once, when in Egypt, into the fields with my gun,

and I asked a farmer how he settled his accounts with the

Pacha :
' Do you have any settlements ?' I asked ;

* how are

accounts arranged?' 'Oh, sir,' said he, 'the accounts are as

long as your gun !' (Cheers and laughter.) ' W^e have no
settlements of accounts ; he takes all we produce, and leaves

us just enough to live upon.' (Renewed cheering.) And so

it is with our farmers. How is it, I ask, that they have been
so hoodwinked, so beguiled by the landlords ? I will tell you
the whole secret. It is because they have been foolish enough
to allow the landlords to play the game of politics with them

;

and any man who mixes up politics with trade, and who thinks

to get more money by rendering himself subservient to a
political opponent, unless, indeed, he be the son or the

nephew of a noble lord or a duke, is a blockhead. (Cheers.)

I will tell you how the farmers have been hoodwinked by the

landlords; I have been a sufferer by the system. These
political landlords assume the title of the farmers' friends. They
call themselves agriculturists, though I have always told the

farmer that the landowner is no more an agriculturist than the

shipowner is a sailor. However, they call themselves so ; and
they sit at the farmer's table, and say, * We will give you pro-
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tection ; we will pass an Act of Parliament which will ensure

you 70s. a quarter for your wheat ;' and the farmer believes it

—

(cheers)—and pays rent in proportion—(great cheering)—or at

least promises to do so. (Renewed cheering.) Having made
his bargain, the political landlord comes up to London as a

Parliament man ; but then he has to change his character.

He puts off the garb of the farmer's friend, and the profession

of agriculturist, and he has his little understandings with the

Prime Minister at St. Stephen's. (Cheers and laughter.) The
Prime Minister knows how to deal with these political land-

lords. He has an appointment for a troublesome nephew
in the colonies ; or a mastership in Chancery for a younger
son, who is not very clever, or not very successful at the bar

—

(cheers)—and then, if he finds from his proceedings and his

conduct that he is very unmanageable, why, he closes his lips

with a blue ribbon. (Cheers, and a voice exclaimed, * So
much for Buckingham.') Let us see how this system worked
at the last election. The farmers threw up their caps, and
cried, * No surrender '—(cheers)—the landlords shouted, ' Stand
by the Corn Law.' Then the landlords came up to Parliament

;

and the Prime Minister was in a fix ;
* he must do something

with this Corn Law ; the Anti-Corn-Law League was becoming
very troublesome.' (Cheers.) Then they set to work to alter

the tariff—to alter the Corn Law ; and when all this is done,
they go down again to the country, and say, * There's no harm
done.' (Laughter and cheers.) Well, the farmers are not
exactly sure of that, because they find prices lower than , they

were—(hear, hear)—but then Mr. Bankes tells them * This is

only a panic' (Laughter and cheers.) Parliament meets
again, and now the Prime Minister is in another fix, and
' What is to be done ?' becomes again the question. ' Why, it

is quite evident,' say Her Majesty's ministers to the political

landlords, ' that something must be done to open the trade with

the United States.' Well, but the political landlord has given

a promise to keep out the corn of the United States ; and then

there is some clever friend who steps in and says, ' Never
mind, the front door is shut, but the back door through Canada
is open, and they will never know it' (Loud cheers.) Now,
take the map of the United States—one of the latest—and
look to Michigan, to Indiana, and to Illinois, running up to

those great chains of lakes, the waters of which find their exit

by the river St. Lawrence, and you will find that it is about as
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near a way to England for the wheat of those districts as down
the Mississippi ; ' but then the farmers do not know that/ the

landlords say. (Cheers.) Well, but that is not the whole of

the game. I am now behind the scenes— (hear, hear)—and
I am let into a few secrets. (Hear, hear.) There must be
another plot to make this go off well with the farmer—there

must be a resolute band of some 70 or 80 patriots in the

House of Commons, led on by some chief, to say that they will

prohibit the introduction of long-horns and short-horns—that

they will not allow corn to be introduced through Canada, nor

allow these beasts to come in at all. (Hear, hear.) A motion
is made, an amendment is put, but when it comes to a division,

we generally find that these 70 or 80 gentlemen are quite sure

that they will do no harm. (Cheers.) We always find that

there are just so many of the farmers' friends opposing the

minister, as it is quite sure can do him no harm. (Hear, hear.)

Now, that is the way in which the farmer is laughed at, and
victimised, and deluded. (Cheers.) When will he be put on
the same footing as your honest trader ? He deserves as good
treatment, quite as good as the best of us. (Cheers.) When
the farmers get together without their landlords, and declare

and pass resolutions that they will never allow politics to be
mixed up with their rent bargains again, but that they will take

their land from the landowners just in the same manner as

they buy their harness from the saddler, or their carts from the

wheelwright, then they will get an honest pennyworth for their

penny. (Cheers.) But so long as they allow the landlords to

come to them and talk of a modification of the Com Law, and
of passing other measures in their interest, so long will they be
in danger of having their property swept away, and their

happiness and hopes of prosperity destroyed. (Cheers.) They
must utterly and entirely abolish the Corn Law. (Loud
cheers.) They must not abolish it bit by bit ; it must be done
at once and for ever." * ^- * * * * *

" To hear people talk in the House of Commons about pro-

tection, you would imagine that there was some mine of gold

under the Speaker's chair, and that he had the power, with some
modern Aladdin's lamp, to go down and dig up unlimited

stores of treasure, wherewith to enrich any class which the

House of Commons may choose to enrich. But what is the

fact? Those who passed and who support these Corn and
Provision Laws in Parliament, for the purpose of protecting a

K
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particular class, can only do so at the expense of some other,

or of all other classes. (Hear, hear.) How does Parliament

protect, or profess to protect, the farmer ? By passing laws to

force the customers of those farmers to give them certain high

prices for their produce. But do you not think it would be very

much wiser if they were to pass laws for free trade, to enable

the customers of the farmers to give that price? (Cheers.)

The farmer can be enriched, can get on, in no other way than

by his customers
;
yet the landlords, the farmers' friends, pass

laws to cripple, to hamper, to destroy the prosperity, the

very existence of the customers by whom the farmers live."******** u ^Yj^gn the land-

owners denounce the manufacturing system, let them bear in

mind that there must be something worse in the agricultural

districts to induce the agriculturists to come in crowds to seek

work in the manufacturing towns. (Hear, hear.) To my own
knowledge, in the town of Stockport, there are scores and
hundreds of persons who have no claim on the parish there,

who are pining to death for want of sufficient nourishment

—

(shame !)—and yet they say to the relieving officers, that,

rather than apply for relief from the parish, and be returned to

their own parishes in the agricultural districts, they would perish

under their looms. (Hear, hear.) Oh, you have been most
grossly bamboozled—('we have, \Ve have')—most grossly

deceived and gulled ! most effectually practised on by the

monopolists in London about the factory system ! (Hear,

hear.)" * * * * "You have been told that

the people engaged in this agitation are a mere set of factory-

owners and millowners, who want, for their own purposes, to

pull down wages. If we wanted to pull down wages, our

simplest and most effectual way would be to let things continue

as they are. (Hear.) But no one who knows us will believe

that such is our object ; it is as little our interest as our

inclination. (Hear, hear.) We want a repeal of the Corn Laws,

in order that we may have a greater demand for labour, that

the labourer may have more to do for us, and that we may
be able to pay him higher rewards for his services. (Hear,

hear.)" ******* (The hon.

member sat down amidst loud and long-continued cheering.)

The Chairman then introduced to the meeting

Mr. Bright, who said :
" Was not the Corn Law an abuse

—(yes, yes)—an abomination? (Yes, and cheers.) Was it
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not a famine-creating law ? (Loud cries of * yes, yes.') Was
it not passed in order to raise the price of food ? (Yes, yes.)

And how could the price of food be raised except by
diminishing the quantity of food? If they diminished the

quantity greatly, did they not cause a famine? If the law
was very severe and restrictive, would not the famine be
severe? Must not the people suffer? The Corn Law had
been proved to raise the prices and diminish the supply

of food, and they were aware that for several years the

amount of food had been very small, and that many of

the people had been obliged to go short. The meeting
knew that—although it was not known by those who went
from their mansions in Belgrave Square to the chapel of

St. Stephen's. Hundreds and thousands of the people, during

the last five years, had not had an adequate supply of even the

most wretched means of subsistence. (Hear, hear.) The law
was at the same time professing to put an end to scarcity

while it really introduced famine.
" If the industrious father of a family, careful for the welfare

of his offspring, were to do what was done by our boasting

legislature, what would be thought of him ? Would not such a
father give his family, above all things, plenty of ood ? But
did our paternal legislature show any such care of the people ?

Had it not reduced many of them from three meals a day
to two ? (A voice :

' Many of them have none at all.')

The effects of the law did not touch the rich—did not reach

those that lived in splendid mansions around the squares of

the metropolis—but touched very severely the people who
inhabited the back lanes. In touching them, they would
afterwards reach the rest, for they were neighbours. The
misery of such large classes soon became the misery of all.

The misery which had at length reached this metropolis

was, he knew, very great in Lancashire. Was such a law
righteous and just? was it to be supported as a good law?
and was it consistent with the order of nature and of God?
Edmund Burke, when he represented Bristol, voted for a
law to open the trade with Ireland. Thereupon several

merchants of Bristol, who, he supposed, were not more en-

lightened than some of the present merchants of the metropolis,

protested against him for giving his vote for opening the

trade with Ireland. But Burke wrote to them, saying, ' God
has given the earth to the children of men, and he has,

K 2
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undoubtedly, in giving it to them, given them abundantly-

sufficient for all their exigencies—not a scanty, but a most
liberal provision for them all. The Author of our nature has

written it strongly in that nature, and has promulgated the

same law in his written word, that man shall eat his bread

by his labour; and I am persuaded that no man, and no
combination of men, from their own ideas of particular

profit, can, without great impiety, undertake to say he shall

not do so ; that they have no sort of right either to prevent

the labour, or to withhold the bread.' He asked, then, had
the government not withheld bread from the people? (Yes.)

Look at the state of this country in 1838. The harvest

then failed, and the price of corn rose immediately, and
that rise in food prevented the people from having as much
food as they had before. Did the law then allow the people

to supply themselves with food? It did not. Our country

abounded in mines of coal, iron, and other minerals, which
Providence had given us as a means of supplying our wants.

Had God said that mankind were to supply themselves entirely

from the surface of the earth, and were not to go beneath that

surface if they could turn it to their purposes ? (No, no.)

Was it not then in their power, in 1838, to have sent abroad

the produce of their coal and iron mines, the produce of

their manufactures, and to have purchased food therewith from

all parts of the world? But the crops had failed for five

years, and though the people had this power, they were

not allowed to use it by this accursed law—(cheers)—which,

far from reHeving the wants of the people, had, day after

day, destroyed them, and caused them to suffer, to starve,

and to die. (Loud and long-continued cheering.) Had
not the wages of the people during those five years been
all expended for food ? All their earnings went to the baker's

shop, and from the baker to the miller, and from the miller to

the farmer, and from the farmer they went to the landowner

;

so that five millions of the working classes, consuming all their

wages in food, had been unable to buy manufactures. There
were many things which were impossible, and yet were be-

lieved to be probable ; and there was nothing more impossible,

however probable some folks might suppose it, than that wages

should rise with the price of food. It was saying you could

make much out of little, a great deal out of a small quantity.

Prices rose because the produce was scarce. Was it possible.
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then, that each man could have as much as before the prices

rose ? Was it possible that he should go on receiving better

wages, day after day, as the prices of food rose? It was
not possible; and if it were, where would be the benefit?

It would be only transferring his capital to the landowner.

(Hear, hear.) The landlords kept a great truck shop;
they were the only accredited provision-dealers authorised by
law, and they fixed by law the prices of the commodities they

had to sell. They were the people who said that raising prices

did not affect wages, and they who called others sordid, taxed

the poorest classes in order to enrich themselves. (Cheers.)

Such was the act of our paternal legislature. It made a law to

settle the prices of what the landowners sold, but it had
no power to give the people wages with which to buy.

" It was said of the celebrated writer, Mr. Dickens, that

he had described low life so well that he must have lived

in a workhouse. The reply was, that he had lived in England,
which was one great workhouse. (Hear, hear.) The country

was filled with paupers. We were now devouring each other.

In Leeds there were 40,000 persons subsisting on charity.

A friend of his, who was then in the room, told him that

in Sheffield there were no less than 12,000 paupers, and
that there were as many more who were as badly off as

the paupers themselves. (A voice, 'worse.') Those towns
were desolated; and did they think that when the manu-
facturing districts were involved in ruin, that the metropolis

could be safe ? They were all neighbours. Was the labouring

population of Dorsetshire any better than the others ? Why,
every seventh man was a pauper, and the number was not
diminishing. The return from which he quoted that was
made two years ago, and since then the number of paupers
had increased. When and where was the deterioration to

stop? It was so general that no pettifogging law, no trifling

error of legislation, could have caused it ; nothing could effect

such general mischief but that desolating and hideous mo-
nopoly, the Corn Law legislation, which spread its baneful
influence throughout the land. (Cheers.)

''Sir James Graham, our Home Secretary, said that the
physical condition of the people was very bad. He admitted
that now, though he had formerly denied it; but he would
not, even now, when he was asked, admit that the time
had arrived to consider the physical condition of the people.
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Well, then, when would the time arrive? Four years ago
the League asked Parliament to consider it; and the Parlia-

ment refused. Three years ago it refused, two years ago
it refused, one year ago it refused, and even now it still

refuses. When, then, would the time come for amending
the physical condition of the people? ('When we make
them,' shouted a loud voice. Great cheers.) The monopolists,
he believed, would never find out that the time was come
for doing justice to the people. All that he loved was in

England; his all was at stake here; but they had seen in

neighbouring kingdoms, not far distant, thrones tumbled down
and crowns prostrate in the dust, and he feared that such
would be the case in England. But in the midst of all

that destruction there was one party which had survived,

and that party was the people. Whatever calamities might
befall the other classes, however great might be their distress

and sufferings, whatever might be the fate of aristocracies

and kings, he was satisfied that the people would survive them
all, and flourish. He was afraid that Sir R. Peel had forgotten

whence he sprung. Was he not, instead of protecting that

industry to which he owed all his greatness, crushing it, or

allowing it to be crushed by a bad law ? A great man. Lord
Stowell, had said, ' Ambition breaks the ties of blood and
forgets the obligations of gratitude.' He was afraid that such
was the case of Sir R. Peel ; but if he neglected his duty,

what, he would ask, was their duty? They had a duty to

perform, and they must not shrink from it. Was, then, our
country to be the prey of monopolists? Were the people
only sojourners and lodgers, to exist on sufferance, depending
on the will of the monopolists of the soil ? Were they to sow,

and weave, and spin, and forge, and sweat with toil, and were
they never to reap ? Monopoly said, yes. The people would
boldly answer, no ! (Enthusiastic cheers.) He had attended

many meetings scarcely less numerous, and not less enthu-

siastic than this, and they had all said, no ! The provinces

had spoken out The Anti-Corn-Law League said it wanted
;^5o,ooo. It asked for the money, and it received it. (Cheers.)

The Council of the League had stated Avhat it would do with

the money, and what it had promised, that it had done. The
Council now found that it would require a larger sum than

;;^50,000, and he knew that they would get it. The men
of London had a great deal in their pockets of what the
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Council of the League wanted. The time would arrive

—

and he believed it was not far off—when the repeal would

be carried by their exertions, and they would rejoice that

they had contributed to aid it. The Anti-Corn-Law League

was a powerful lever to obtain repeal ; and he wished every

man present to exert himself in such a holy cause. There

were many bright pages in the history of the metropolis ;

but if they neglected this opportunity—if they shrunk from

supporting this good cause— if they failed to accomplish

this great work—or if, when once engaged in it, they turned

back, they might wish that all the pages of their history should

be destroyed, and that no historian should ever transmit to

future generations the history of the age in which they lived."

The Chairman announced that the following members of

Parliament were also present at the meeting :—Messrs. W.
S. Crawford, Dr. Bowring, William Williams, William Ewart,

Thomas Thorneley, Joshua Schofield, Robert Wallace, J.

L. Ricardo, J. T. Leader, W. D. Christie, Richard Walker,

Sir Valentine Blake, and Thomas Milner Gibson.

In addition to the meeting at which the above addresses

were given, there were six other similar meetings held in

Drury Lane Theatre, on the 22nd and 28th of March,

the 5th, 1 2th, and 26th of April, and 3rd of May, 1843,

respectively.

MEETINGS IN COVENT GARDEN THEATRE.

It was intended by the Council of the League after

the close of the summer season to resume their weekly

meetings in Drury Lane Theatre, but they were not able

to make satisfactory arrangements with the lessee, and they

therefore hired the rival theatre, in Covent Garden, for the

purpose. The first meeting was held 28th September, 1843,

when the accounts for the previous year were read, showing total

receipts ;£"5o,29o 14s., and expenditure ^^47,814 3s. gd.

This expenditure comprised, amongst other matters, the print-

ing and distribution of 9,026,000 tracts and stamped publica-

tions, the salaries of fourteen lecturers, the hire of rooms

and cost of advertisement for 651 lectures; the expenses of

deputations to 156 public meetings in counties and boroughs,

and various other necessary matters.
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The Chairman (Mr. George Wilson), in speaking of the

meetings which had been held in the agricultural districts,

remarked :

—

*' That it had always been said :
* Oh ! of course the mill-

owners, and manufacturers, and shipowners, and shopkeepers,

and so on, are in favour of Free Trade ; but the great masses
—those engaged in agriculture—are dead against you.' In
order to test the correctness of this statement Mr. Cobden
commenced his agricultural meetings—(loud cheers)—and
what had been the result ? (Cheers.) Mr. Cobden went among
the agriculturists an entire stranger to them, except in name

;

the meetings he called together were bona fide public meetings

of farmers, county meetings, open-air meetings, most, if not all,

of them being open to all who chose to attend them. (Cheers.)

The first meeting was held—a second was held—a third was
held. In these they met with some little opposition, but so

little that their opponents actually disclaimed it. They were
told that these meetings might do in Buckinghamshire and
Herefordshire, and such outlandish places ; but there were
places where they would not do : in Essex for instance, Sir

John Tyrrel said, Why did they not try Essex? (Cheers and
laughter.) They supposed that Mr. Cobden was afraid of Sir

John Tyrrel. However, he was determined to try Essex.

(Cheers.) The monopolists exerted themselves to the utmost
—they strained every nerve. The squires mounted their

horses, and posted up and down the country, beating up for

recruits to oppose Mr. Cobden and the Free Traders. ' The
day came, the resolution was proposed, and Sir John Tyrrel,

who, up to that time, had held the chief rule over the opinions

of the constituency of that county for thirty years, found that,

for once in his life, he had calculated wrongly \ the principal

resolution was put and carried in favour of Free Trade and
a total abolition of the Corn Law. (Cheers.) And such had
been the result in twenty-six county meetings which had been
held, with one exception, and that was the meeting at Hun-
tingdon, where the division had been so equal that, although

the chairman had given it in favour of the monopolists, a

number of gentlemen who were present, reporters and others,

who were used to public meetings, had given it as their

opinion that the decision of the meeting was the contrary

way. Still, giving the monopolists the full benefit of their

victory, if such they chose to call it, at Huntingdon, it would
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appear that at twenty-six different public meetings, called under

every variety of circumstances, in places purely and strictly

agricultural, whether they had been convened by the League,

or had been county meetings called by the High Sheriff, or

had been convened by requisition from the farmers, the same
unvarying success had attended them everywhere. Go where

they would, they had found no party in the country, out of

Parliament, which had argued in support of the Corn Law,

(Loud cheers.) Not all the political influence of monopoHst
landlords—not all the influence of the highest rank, drawn

from the ashes of the brightest names in our history—^was

suflScient to array effectual opposition to the banners raised by
the opponents of monopoly on this question. It was in Parlia-

ment, and in Parliament alone, that the question had to be

discussed and decided. There was no great party out of

Parliament that was in favour of monopoly ; and their future

plan of proceeding, which it was intended Mr. Cobden should

bring under their notice that night— (cheers)—had especial

reference to that portion of the subject. Of course that plan

would meet with severe animadversion from the supporters

of monopoly, but they cared not what might be the opinion

of the monopolists on the subject. (Cheers.) They had never

shaped their course to please them, and they proposed to abide

by the consequences, whatever those might be, of their hos-

tility. (Loud cheers.) Perhaps their opposition might assume

the same shape this year as it had done in the last. They
might accuse them of foully abetting assassination. (Cheers,

and cries of * oh, oh!' and laughter.) The Prime Minister

might get up a scene in the House of Commons, on the

subject of personal responsibility—(cheers and laughter) ; a

noble lord in the other House of Parliament might ' play

fantastic tricks before high heaven

;

' and the Quarterly Review

might publish 700 pages instead of seventy, for the purpose of

endeavouring to show that they had been getting up a strike
;

but neither the pages of Quarterly Reviews^ nor the tricks

of noble lords, nor the scenes of prime ministers, could divert

the League from the fulfilment of the duty which they had
undertaken, of bringing about the final settlement of this

question. (Cheers.) It had the blessing of Heaven upon it,

and its accomplishment rested in the hands of Omnipotence."

(Cheers.)

After the report had been read, Mr. Cobden came forward
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and in the course of his address, said :
—" You will have

observed in the monopolist newspapers, that they place
considerable reliance, in seeking to make out a case, upon,

the recent revival of trade and manufactures, and they tell

you that this revival is not only to terminate our agitation,

but that it is the best possible refutation of the truth of
our principles. Now I tell them that it will not put an
^nd to our agitation, and I am prepared to show them and
you that it is a triumphant proof of the truth of our principles

(Cheers.) I admit the partial revival of trade and manufactures ;.

I wish I could say it was a general revival. I wish I could say

that it was half as extensive as the monopolist exaggerations

represent it to be. (Hear, hear.) What is the cause of

the revival ? I am not in the habit of troubling such meetings,

as this with reading statistical documents—they are generally

most inappropriate—but by way of showing you what the cause

of the recent revival in trade is, as an illustration better than

any other I could give you of the truth of our principles, I will

just ask your attention to one short statistical statement. The
average price of wheat in the three years 1839, 1840, and 1841,

was 67/1 ; the price in 1839 being 70/6, the price in 1840
being 66/4, and the price in 1841 64/5. These three years.

were years of unparalleled suffering and distress in this country.

Last autumn Providence blessed us with an abundant harvest,.

and this, with an importation of foreign corn to the extent

of three millions of quarters, so reduced the price of wheat,

that the average price of that article for the first six months of
the present year was only 47/7. Now, if there had been
no revival of trade under such circumstances, I should not

have dared to appear before you. (Hear, hear.) I should

deserve, indeed, the character of an impostor as to all I

have said on this subject, had there been no revival of trade

under such circumstances. You will have observed from what
I have said, that wheat was about 20/- a quarter less for the

first six months of the present year than for the three years

1839, 1840, and 1841 ; and while there was this reduction

in the price of wheat, there was, at the same time, a reduction

in all other kinds of grain of 8/- a quarter. In order to under-

stand the magnitude and importance of the subject with which

we have to deal, I will mention that the estimated consumptioii

of grain per annum in this country is twenty million quarters of

wheat, and forty million quarters of all other kinds of grain. It
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follows, therefore, that the additional cost of grain in each

of the three years of distress was, say—twenty millions of

quarters of wheat, at 20/- a quarter, twenty millions sterling

;

forty million quarters of all other kinds of grain, at 8/- a

quarter, sixteen millions sterling ; together, thirty-six millions

sterling. But grain is not the only article of agricultural

produce, though grain governs the prices of the other articles.

It is estimated that the consumption of potatoes, meat, cheese,

and all other articles of agricultural produce, equals the

quantity of grain (60,000,000 quarters) ; and the price of

the one being, as I have said, governed by the other, taking

the advance in price as equal to 8/- a quarter, here is a further

addition of twenty-four millions sterling, making a total of sixty

millions sterling per annum, or thirty millions sterling for the

half-year, or five millions per month. (Hear, hear.) All this

difference in price was left in the pockets of the people during

the first six months of the present year; which saving, after

supplying food and other articles of agricultural produce, they

were thus able to spend in other ways, in buying articles of

cotton and linen manufacture, hats, bonnets, and so forth.

This accounts for the increased demand for the labour of

those who make linen and cotton goods, hats, bonnets, and
so forth—(hear, hear)—and this accounts, too, for the people
being able to buy an extra quantity of tea, sugar, and other

articles in this cheap year, beyond what they consume in

dear years, and it again accounts for the foreign trade in

those articles improving. This, I say, accounts for the partial

revival we have observed in trade ; but then, this revival

has been accompanied by a corresponding depression in the

agricultural interest. The agricultural and manufacturing in-

terests would seem to be like the two buckets in a draw-

well, the one going down empty as the other comes up
full. (Hear, hear.) In proportion as there is a revival in

manufactures, consequent upon the moderate prices of food,

we hear the cry of agricultural distress. This has always

been so much the case, that I challenge any one to point

out an instance, ever since these Corn and Provision Laws
were introduced, wherein the manufacturers and agriculturists

have had simultaneous prosperity. Now, I ask, is this a
natural state of things? Is this alternation of distress—this

intermittent fever, now attacking one portion of the body
politic, and then the other—this distress falling on the farmer
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when Heaven has blessed him with an abundant harvest—is

this a natural state of things? (No.) And yet, in every

instance when the farmers have been plunged in the greatest

distress and suffering, it has been in the midst of the most
bountiful harvests and the most genial seasons. Any man who
takes these facts alone into consideration must have a very

undue and irreverent notion of the great Creator of the world,

if he supposes that this is a natural or a designed state of

things. (Hear, hear.) No, there is an unnatural cause for

this unnatural state of things, and that unnatural cause is

the law which interferes with the decrees of Divine Provi-

dence, and substitutes the law of wicked men for the law

of nature. (Cheers.) During the three years to which I

have adverted the owners of the soil might have been ex-

pected to have suffered in consequence of the bad seasons ;

but what has been the fact? The landlords have been
revelling in prosperity—a bloated and diseased prosperity

—

at the very time when the people have been suffering the

greatest privations and want of food. Rents have been
rising—I say it boldly ; it cannot be denied—rents have been
generally, if not universally, raised during the three years of

which I have been speaking. How stands the case of the

landowner during the years of short crops and suffering to

the whole community? He then extorts his rents from the

distress of the operative, the capital of the employer, or the

savings of those who live upon the accumulations of them-
selves or their forefathers. And when the seasons are

favourable—when Heaven smiles upon the fields, and our

harvests are again abundant, the landlord extorts his rent

from the distress and capital of the farmer. Nobody can
deny that for a series of years the landowners have been
raising their rents, not from the legitimate prosperity of the

tillers of the soil, or from the prosperity of the manufacturing

classes, but from the capital and labour of the trading com-
munity, or from the capital of their own deluded victims,

the farmers. (Cheers.) The landowners—Oh, shame upon
the order ! (Cheers.) I say shame upon the landowners
and their order, unless they rescue themselves from this

pitiable, this degrading dilemma ! The landowners will very

soon be ashamed to hold up their heads, and to own them-
selves to be English landowners and members of our aris-

tocracy, in any enlightened country in Europe. Do I seek
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to injure the landowners, even pecuniarily? I have never

owned it where I should be most ready to tell my opinions

to their face—in the House of Commons. They have

nothing, pecuniarily or otherwise, to dread from Free Trade
in corn ; but then, instead of letting them extort their rents

from the distress of every class in the country, I say let

us throw them back upon their own. resources ; for there

are riches hidden in the soil, if they will employ their capital

and intelligence, as other classes are forced to do, in other

pursuits—there are undeveloped bounties on the surface of

the earth, and there are ten times more beneath the surface,

which would soon make them richer, happier, and better men,
if they would only cast aside their monopoly. Last week,

in addressing the farmers of Cheshire, I said I would bring

a jury of Scotch agriculturists before the House of Commons

—

if their verdict could be taken there—who would state upon
oath that the surface of Cheshire, if properly cultivated, would
yield three times the amount of its present produce. If you
were travelling by the railroad, and were to mark the country

frorh Stafford to Whitmore, and then from Whitmore to Crewe,
and thence over the thirty miles to Manchester, you might
challenge all England to show such a disgraceful picture

—

three-fourths of the fields being left to the undisputed posses-

sion of rushes ; not a shilHng being spent in draining, although

it is now universally acknowledged that draining is the means
of doubling the produce of such soils; hedgerows of every

possible shape except straight ; fields of every imaginable form
but the right one. And these are the men who content them-
selves with sluggish indolence, and who draw incomes from the

impoverishment of the people ; and even pick the pockets of

the hand-loom weavers, rather than, by a right application of

their intellect and their capital, double the quantity of grain,

butter, or cheese, which the land is capable of producing. And
then, if Free Trade did compel them to sell their articles at

a less price, it would be the means of enabling the people
of the country to have a double supply of food. They would
have the market for food doubled, and the landowner would
then be an honest politician. We are now told that the state

of the manufacturing and trading classes will put an end to the

agitation for the repeal of the Com Law. Why, gentlemen, I

think we have a few mementoes left yet to remind us that we
have a Corn Law monopoly—first in the shape of an income-
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tax, then in our extra poor-rates, extra county-rates, extra taxa-

tion for the five thousand troops that were added to the army
in 1839, on the first outbreak consequent on the famine which
overspread the land. We have these and other memorials of
monopoly ; and if some of us have survived the hurricane, can
we forget the thousands and tens of thousands who fell victims

to the distress of 1839, 1840, and 1841 ? Shall we forget that

500,000 of our countrymen have, since the August of 1838,
expatriated themselves from our soil, to seek in more hospitable

lands the food which is denied them here ? (Cheers.) Can we
forget the hundreds who have dropped into premature graves,

famine-stricken, during that time? Can we forget the scores

who, by the records of the coroner's court, have died by their

own hands, to escape lingering deaths by starvation? No,
if we were selfish enough—we who have outlived the hurricane,

who have braved the storm—ourselves to forget these things,

we will think of these events ; and that we are not going to

forget them, and that we will make this the occasion for

redoubling our exertions, the plan which I shall have the
pleasure of laying before you, and submitting to your approba-
tion as the plan of the League for future proceedings, will

be sufficient to demonstrate.
" The more powerful sections of the electoral body are

to be brought to a union with the more vulnerable portions.
** I have been to your cathedral cities and rural boroughs,

which are now represented by monopolists ; and I have heard
upon the best authority, that three-fourths of the inhabitants

are heart and soul Free Traders. Therefore we propose to

provide a copy of the registration list for every borough and
<ivery county in the kingdom. We intend to bring these

registers to a central office in London, and to open a cor-

respondence the most extensive, probably, that ever was
contemplated, and the most extensive that ever, I am sure,

was undertaken. Those electors amount to 800,000 ; but I

will take 300,000, thus excluding those in the already safe

boroughs, as forming the numbers necessary to constitute the
return of a majority in the House of Commons. We propose
to correspond with those 300,000 to begin with. (Cheers.)

We intend, then, to keep the constituencies well informed by
m,eans of the penny postage, enclosing all useful information
connected with our question, together with tracts containing
the most recent illustrations of it What could be more
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desirable than to send to-morrow to those three hundred

thousand electors copies of the newspapers containing the best

reports of this meeting? (Cheers.) But we propose to send

them one letter each a week, and that will cost twopence for

the stamp and the enclosure. That will be ;^2,5oo. Besides

this correspondence, we shall urge upon our friends to organise

themselves, and to commence a canvass of the constituencies,

to ascertain the number of Free Traders ; and in every case

where it is possible to obtain a majority of electors in favour of

Free Trade, that majority is to be asked to memorialise their

members, where they have not hitherto voted rightly, to vote in

favour of Mr. Villiers' motion, which will be brought on early

next session. Besides that, deputations will urge upon the

electors to have a Free Trade candidate ready to supplant

every monopolist who still retains a seat for a borough ; and
the League will pledge itself, where a borough constituency

finds itself at a loss for a candidate, to furnish it with one,

and to give to every borough in which a vacancy occurs,

an opportunity for its electors to record their votes in favour of

Free Trade principles. (A voice :
' The City.') We'll talk of

that by-and-by. Now it may be objected to us—and it has

been objected—that by such means no good can be accom-
plished. I reply that if the good we seek cannot be
accomplished by such means, it cannot be righteously

accomplished at all.

" It is not the intention of the League to recommend any
further petitioning to the present House of Commons. (At
this announcement the audience, almost in one mass, rose and
burst into a series of the most enthusiastic cheers, which lasted

for several minutes, accompanied by waving of hats and
handkerchiefs, and other tokens of satisfaction.) So soon as

the proceedings in reference to the electoral body to which I

have alluded shall have reached such a point as to justify the

step, the Council will recommend the electors—not to petition

Parliament, of that enough has been done already—but to

memorialise the Queen—{vehement cheering)—that she may
be pleased to dissolve the present Parliament—(renewed
cheering)—which, like everything generated in corruption,

must necessarily be short-lived ; and to give to the electors an
opportunity of using the light and experience which they have
acquired since the last election, to enable them to return a
different class of men from those who constitute the majority of
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the present House of Commons. I have now told you the

plan we have to submit, and I ask your sanction to-night ; and
I have further to tell you that as a means of carrying on these

proceedings, and in order to furnish the money for doing so,

the Council are resolved to raise the sum of ^^ 100,000.
(Cheers.) Yes, and it may save a waste of ink and paper to-

morrow, to tell the monopolist scribes that the money will be
raised, and that now, as heretofore, the men who have taken,

and who will continue to take, the greatest amount of labour,

and who did so before they were heard of beyond the precincts

of their own localities, will also, as they did from the begin-

ning, lead the van in the amount of their subscriptions for the

great object we have in view. We ask no persons to give us

money, unless they are fully convinced that we are in earnest

in the principles which we advocate. We ask none to con-

tribute, unless they believe that the characters, personal,

private, and pubHc, of the men who will hereafter take the

responsible part in this agitation, are such as they can approve

and trust ; and we do not ask anybody to join us now, who
will not be prepared, when the time shall come, to give full

effect to his opinions and convictions, by standing firmly to

the principles upon which the League is founded. Let there

be no misunderstanding as to that. This is not a move to

serve any existing political party—we care nothing for political

parties. We do not seek to interfere Avith any man's political

opinions; there are no ulterior objects in the view of this

Association. I say it solemnly, on behalf of the men. with

whom I am daily associating, that they have no second or

collateral object in view, that I am acquainted with. The
single and undisguised object of the League is to put down
commercial monopoly ; but that cannot be done by saddling

on our backs a fixed duty on corn, which means* also a

differential duty on coffee and sugar, and a monopoly in every

other article. This is the great tree of monopoly, under whose

baneful shadow every other restriction exists. Cut it down by

the roots, and it will destroy the others in its fall. The sole

object of the League is to put an end to, and to extinguish, at

once and for ever, the principle of maintaining taxes for the

benefit of a particular class. The object is to make the

revenue what it ought to be—a stream flowing into the Queen's

exchequer, not a penny of it being intercepted by the Duke of

Buckingham to pay off his mortgages ; or by Sir E. Knatchbull
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for his settlements ; or by Lord Mountcashel to discharge his

burdens or his debts ; or by any other person, for any other
object. There are other gentlemen to follow me, and I will

only say, unfeignedly, that we are engaged in an agitation

which has no ulterior views, and that while so engaged, we are
utterly regardless of the imputations which may be cast upon
us by our opponents. I could spare the monopolist papers
oceans of ink, and great midnight labour in preparing their

vituperations, if I could only make them believe that their

attacks upon me fall as harmlessly as the water falls from the
sky. We have no desire to be politicians. If I were not
convinced that this question comprises a great moral principle,

and involves the greatest moral revolution ever yet accom-
plished for mankind, I should not take the part I do in this

agitation. Free Trade ! What is it ? Why, breaking down
the barriers that separate nations—those barriers, behind which
nestle the feelings of pride, revenge, hatred, and jealousy,

which every now and then burst their bounds, and deluge
whole countries with blood (cheers); those feelings which
nourish the poison of war and conquest, thinking that without
conquest we can have no trade—which foster a love for con-
quest and dominion, and send forth your warrior chiefs to

scatter devastation in other lands, and then to return enthroned
securely in your passions, to harass and oppress you at home.
.(Loud cheers.) It is because I think that I have a full

apprehension of the moral bearings of this question, that I

takfe pride and gratification in sharing in the present agitation

;

and I invite you all to take part in it, for there is room and
glory and fame enough for all of us, in the achievement of the
great triumph of Corn Law repeal." (Loud and continued
cheering.)

Mr. R. R. R. Moore then read, amidst much cheering, the
address of the Council.

Mr. John Bright, M.P. for Durham, said : "It was a truly

refreshing thing to look upon this vast assembly; and the
sight was doubly agreeable when he remembered that, from
influences not the most creditable to the parties, they were
some time ago prevented from holding the weekly meetings of
the League at another place. He was not sorry to discover
more faults in monopoly, and in the abettors of monopoly.
(Cheers.) Monopoly itself was of a miserable and paltry

nature, and the abettors of monopoly partook of its nature.

L
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(Cheers and laughter. ) Monopoly would put down discussion

—would be content that the twenty-seven millions of people
of Great Britain and Ireland should suffer for ever from its

exactions, and be for ever prevented from inquiring, discussing,

or remonstrating. This meeting was still more pleasant as a
proof of the progress of the great cause. But it was some-
what humiHating to think that an assembly of 4,000 or 5,000
people should be required to be called together at this time of

day, to protest against a law so evidently bad and unjust as

the Corn Law, and to assert a right so clear and evident as

that which they wished to gain for the people—perfect freedom
for their industry. (Loud cheers.) And when they were
travelling about the country, he felt humbled that his species

had made so little progress—that so much must still be done
to make them see or acknowledge their true interests, and to

make them pursue their real line of duty. (Cheers.) But
still, when they were travelling to expose the hideousness and
deformity of monopoly—to point the finger of scorn at this

foul creature, generated in the slime of an unnatural selfishness

—when they were working to direct the burning and indignant

glance of a plundered people on this most foul and glaring

injustice—they were compensated for all they did, by the glad

and cordial greetings which they met with from thousands on
every hand ^cheers) : and they were animated to pursue their

labours—nay, to work, if possible and if necessary, ten timea

harder—by the consciousness that they were even now in

anticipation of carrying happiness to thousands of desolated

homes. (Cheers.) They asserted this principle—that every

man had a right to the fruits of his own industry, and a right

to exchange it with any other man ; a right to dispose of it

wherever he could get most for it. (Cheers.) They had
asserted that an infringement of this great law brought with it

a great national calamity ; that its infringement, in respect to

food especially, brought with it disasters to every interest.

Their opponents denied this ; but the course of events ever

since the hour when the League was first formed, had gone to

accumulate fresh proofs in favour of the sentiments and doc-

trines of its members. (Cheers.) Their opponents stated

that high prices in agricultural produce and national prosperity

went together, and that low prices of agricultural produce
were accompanied by national and commercial depression.

But more than this—their opponents had stated that the great



MR. BRIGHT AT COVENT GARDEN. 1 63

cause of the distress which had prevailed during the last four

years had been over-production. (Derisive laughter.) At the

last meeting in the county of Oxford, a young man who was
called a representative of that county—and it was a county in

which there should be some knowledge of what was good for

man, both as to his temporal and eternal interests—(laughter)

—

well this young man, Lord Norreys, said that the Corn Law
had nothing to do with the existing distress. (Oh, oh !) He
quite admitted that agriculture and commerce were bound up
together; but he believed that it was over-production which
had first ruined commerce, and which was then reacting upon
agriculture. (Oh, and laughter.) He talked of over-produc-

tion. The opposite of over-production was surely under-

production ; of greater production, less production ;—and
what then did less production mean? Why, less of employ-
ment, less of wages, and less of everything that wages could

produce. (Cheers.) Their opponents boasted of the present

improvement in trade. Well, there was an improvement.
They knew that an improvement would come, either when a
bountiful Providence sent a good harvest, or when their legis-

lators chose to repeal the Corn Law. The- Standard (loud

laughter and hisses) had promised that soon it would be able

to bring before the public certain facts as to the state of

carriage on the canals at Manchester and Liverpool, showing
such an enormous increase of trade as would astonish all its

readers. Now, they did not dispute the great amount of

carriage at present going over these canals. There had been
considerable speculation in cotton lately ; but even if such was
not the case, there was undoubtedly an increase of business.

Yet, with all this there was a time when the Standard said
*' that England would be as prosperous as she now is, and that

all useful Englishmen would be as happy as they now are, if

the whole of the manufacturing districts of the Empire were
involved in one common ruin.'' (Loud hisses, and cries of
* shame.') But now the Standard, in attempting to prop up
the administration to which it had sold itself—he would not
say body and soul, for there was no soul connected with it

—

(cheers)—the Staiidard, he repeated, now turned to the manu-
facturing districts for the only atom of consolation it could
find, wherewith to administer comfort to the Government and
to its partisans out of doors. (Cheers.) This man (the editor

of the Standard) and their opponents flattered themselves that

L 2
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the improvement in trade was to stop the League. That
showed what these people were made of, but it showed also

that they knew little of what the League was made. (Cheers.)

Would not bad harvests return again ? Had there been any
revelation from Heaven, saying that in future the earth should
always yield abundantly ? Would not the return of bad har-

vests bring with it the return of all the calamities from which
he trusted some portion of the people were now escaping ?

And if they had suffered so much for five years past—if

honourable men had become bankrupt from no fault of their

own ; and if multitudes of honest, industrious, and meritorious

artizans had been driven into the degradation of pauperism,

and not a few into crime, through the pressure of these Com
and Provision Laws ;—if that was so, was it to be thought that

they, who had put their hands to the plough, would now turn

back from the work.? (Cheers.) No, he told them that the

people in the north, who had subscribed most largely to the

Anti-Corn-Law Funds, were rejoicing deeply in the present

improvement of trade, because they hoped that in consequence
of it they would be enabled to make a more gigantic effort

than they otherwise could for the overthrow of monopoly.
Was it not a singular thing that the monopolists were now
rejoicing in the prosperity of the manufacturing districts?

Last year its advocates trembled as they thought of them ; now
the Home Secretary could rub his hands, and say, ' All will go
right again ; the storm has blown over.' Lancashire was the

only part of the country, on which, to the eye of the Ministry,

the sun seemed to shine brilliantly, and cotton was the only

article on which these statesmen could at present find any
repose. But what had become of their arguments against

machinery ? Machinery, they said, did a vast deal of mischief;

and even the Premier did not hesitate to insinuate that it had
more to do with the general distress than the Corn Law.
(Oh, oh !) How came it, then, that where there was the best

and the most perfect machinery, the revival in trade was the

most evident and came the soonest? (Hear, hear.) They
had now a little sunshine in Lancashire. He fervently hoped
that it might never again be overcast; but the monopolists

had other prospects not quite so pleasant to look upon. They
had a contest in Ireland, which bade fair to become unpleasant.

(Hear, hear.) He did not mean unpleasant as respected

violence against the Government, or to secure the dismember-
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ment of the Empire, but unpleasant for that portion of the

community against whom they were now struggUng—the land-

owners. Yes, the landowners of Ireland were now engaged in

a contest with the people of Ireland, as to who should possess

the land in future. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) They had

not got so far in England ; they wanted no man's estate ; they

would not object to landowners building high walls round their

parks whenever they chose; they would not object to their

having as large a quantity of game as they chose ; all they

wanted was, that if the landowners did what they liked with

their own, that the people should be permitted to do what they

liked with their own. (Loud cheers.) They did not want the

landowners to quit the country; they merely wanted that,

having the land, they should not ask for anything else, unless

they paid for it. (Cheers.) But the farmers of England were

not contented. He was at Oxford the other day, at a meeting

over which the High Sheriff of the county presided. It was

attended by the county members. Two lords were there.

(Laughter.) He just mentioned this to show that some per-

sons were there of whom the country sometimes heard the

names. There was a large number of farmers there. Before

the meeting, they dined with upwards of thirty farmers at the

ordinary. One of these gentlemen, a large farmer, said he
would give a thousand pounds to any man who would go with

him to his farm and show him how to pay the rent. Another
respectable farmer assured them that not one farmer in ten in

Oxfordshire had made anything more than the interest of his

money for the last twenty years. They told the farmers that

when they took stock in Lancashire they crossed off five per

cent, of interest before they began to calculate their profits;

and the farmers rejoined, that if they in Oxfordshire did so,

there would be nothing left. They told the farmers that they

were placed in this unpleasant position ; they had capital, but

all they got from their labour was not more than the interest of

that capital, which interest they might obtain by investing it in

railways, mortgages, or in any other mode ; so that now they

sat down, and cultivated their farms, enduring much labour,

undergoing many anxieties and many risks ; and they did all

this that they might get rent for their landlords, and nothing

for themselves. (Loud cheers.) It put him in mind of what
he had heard of a man working upon the conditions of ' noth-

ing a day and finding himself.' (Loud laughter.) The farmers
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admitted that this was the state of things in that county, and
the same tale had been told them wherever they went. Now,
if it were all true that they heard with respect to the improve-
ment of trade in Lancashire, did they think, knowing the state

in which the farmers were, that the League could quietly sit

down and leave them to be ruined? The farmers had not
injured them intentionally. No men were more honourable
and well-meaning than those very farmers, by whose votes,

mistakenly given, the Corn and Provision Laws were supported.

But they (the manufacturers) knew better ; they had no plea of
ignorance to shelter themselves under, and they would, indeed,

be recreants to their principles, if they were now to stay at

home, if they were to refuse to come to the relief of the dis-

tressed agriculturists, and to ask the honest farmers to listen to

the plain truths which they promulgated ; to shake hands with
them, and to entreat them to form one great fraternity with the
manufacturers, to abolish a scourge as destructive to one class

as to the other. (Cheers.) He heard everywhere, and he saw
trumpeted forth in every newspaper, that my Lord This, or Mr.
Such-a-one, had generously remitted from lo to 25 per cent, of

his tenants' rents. (Oh, oh !) Yes, it was a very easy way of

being generous, that of giving up what there was not the most
remote possibility of obtaining. (Laughter.) What was the

position of the English landowner ? He might be great, titled,

rich, learned, possessed of vast estates, but still his position

was one of unmixed littleness. In Parliament the landowners
had nothing to say for themselves; in the country they had
just as little. Lord Norreys, indeed, said at the late meeting
in Oxford, that the great cause of mischief was over-produc-

tion ; and Mr. Henley, one of the members for the county, said

that all the manufacturers wanted was to reduce the wages of

the people. (Oh, oh !) The monopolist landowners tried to

keep their tenantry away from meetings where they might hear

the Corn Law discussed. And why ? For the same reason

that they tried to shut up Drury Lane Theatre. (Cheers.)

They did not wish to have the matter touched—they felt that

it would not bear handling, that it would not bear to be ex-

amined. They knew that the pretences on which the Corn
and Provision Laws were maintained were unfounded and
dishonest. They wished their tenants, therefore, not to hear

the matter discussed ; but they were greatly deceived if they

flattered themselves that the farmers would not make amends
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for their exclusion from hearing by reading, for the report of

this meeting would be sent to nearly every occupying farmer in

some one or more of the counties of England. (Loud and
continued cheering.) They had a great deal to do to deliver

this country from the tyranny of the landowners. Land was
given them all to live upon ; but certain men becoming
possessors of it, usurped a power which the Creator never in-

tended they should possess. Yet, let them bear in mind that

all landlords were not unjust. Men might possess land and be
as good as those who possessed anything else, or as any of

those who possessed nothing else ; but he would like to see a

broad line of demarcation drawn between those landlords who
were ready to do justice, and those who were determined to

continue injustice. The injustice which characterised one
portion of the landowners was endangering the property and
characters of the whole. It was so now in Ireland and Wales

;

and unless the evils of which they complained were remedied,

they would see the same thing in England ere long. (Hear,

hear.) They all knew that there were many men—members of

the aristocracy—who had considerable sympathy with their

operations ; there were several who subscribed to their funds :

why did not such men in greater numbers come boldly out

and show what side they were really on—the just or the

unjust ? Let them rest assured that the time would soon come
when they would have so to declare themselves. (Cheers.)

Some of them were not only Corn-Law-Repealers, but Free

Traders in the widest sense of the word. (Cheers.) They
beheved that Free Trade would bless the world, and would
especially bless this country. As England was the greatest

trading nation in the world, so Free Trade would benefit her

most. She was the most commercial country, because she

possessed the greatest powers of production and consump-
tion, and by production and consumption, which rendered ex-

change a necessity, the trade of the world was carried on.

(Cheers.) They wanted to have the question settled for the

world, as well as for England. They were tired of what were

called the natural divisions of empires. They wanted not that

the Channel should separate this country from France—they

hoped and wished that Frenchmen and Englishmen should no
longer consider each other as naturally hostile nations. (Loud
cheers.) It was common to speak of rivers, and mountains,

and seas, as the natural divisions of countries, separating one



1 68 RECOLLECTIONS OF COBDEN AND THE LEAGUE.

nation from another, from all time and for all time ; but there

was no barrier which nature had reared which was a thousandth

part so detrimental to the interests of mankind, or so much
calculated to embitter their feelings and promote hostilities, as

were those miserable and unnatural barriers which legal restric-

tions on trade had imposed, and which were upheld by lines of

custom-houses between nation and nation. (Loud cheers.)
" It is too true (continued the hon. gentleman), that one

half of the world knows not how the other half lives. Here
they knew not the misery which surrounded them : they had
vast streets and squares, and magnificent mansions and
equipages ; and their occupants saw not the poverty which
existed along with and in the midst of these things. In his

part of the country there was the same misery, the same
poverty. In the United Kingdom there were four millions of

paupers ; it was really terrible to think that the Queen—a lady

who, from all they knew of her, possessed sympathies like the

rest of her sex—sympathies that would love and bless all on
whom she could pour blessings—should wield a sceptre, not

over twenty-seven millions of happy, independent people, but
over three or four and twenty millions, living as they best could,

and over four milHons of absolute and hopeless paupers. Well,

the League would stand between these helpless beings and their

oppressors, between the heartless selfishness of monopolists and
the victims they would relentlessly trample on. And we ask

you whether you will stand by us in such a work ; whether, as

in the past year, we shall have your confidence ? (' Yes, yes !')

"We have a perfect faith in the beauty, excellence, and
perfection of the principles we promulgate ; and we know that

Heaven will prosper those who are working in a cause that shall

bless the world ; and we know that the promises of Omnipotence
are to those who bless His creatures, and who bring happiness

to their hearts and their homes. (Cheers.) We shall go
onward, then, we shall have no slackening in our ranks because

cotton is a little dearer than it was. We did not buckle on
our armour for a sham contest. We ourselves were not
hungering ; I never had a meal the less, however many of my
countrymen suffered, and my business has always yielded some
profit. We have no other motive to action than the wish to do
away with this cruel injustice. Our opponents know that they

are unjust, and they now know that we know it ; and we are

resolved that the millions amongst whom we live shall no longer
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be trampled on by the iron hoof of monopoly. We have

fought this battle with the confidence of success, and we know
that success awaits us, for we remember in faith and gratitude

that royal lips have declared, by the inspiration of the Eternal

Spirit, that ' the needy shall not always be forgotten, that

the expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever.' " (The

hon. gentleman sat down amidst loud and long-continued

cheering.)

Mr. W. J. Fox, on coming forward, was received with loud

cheers ; he said :
—" Ladies and Gentlemen,—In the able

speeches of the mover and seconder of the address, two points

have been slightly passed over, or only incidentally mentioned,

which I think tend very much to recommend that address

to the public, and the objects of its authors to their co-operation.

One characteristic feature of the address is the frankness and
plainness with which the plans of the League are told out.

There are no claims of implicit confidence—there are no
ambiguous promises—there is no endeavour to lead on the

people to results not specified ; there is no saying, like a certain

State physician, ' Let me into office, give me the fee, and then

you shall see my prescription.' (Loud cheers and laughter.)

But the succession of measures is distinctly marked out, all

tending towards a definite point, which point gained, the objects

of the League must needs be accompHshed ; and towards which

a movement is now made as distinct, and, I apprehend, as these

measures in succession are reaHsed, as resistless as the great

operations of nature. They conduct us towards a result which

no administration can resist, against which no law can stand

;

to that declaration of the will of the possessor of the political

power of a great empire, which must be respected by all who
aspire to minister its affairs ; which cannot be resisted but in

the dissolution of society, and before which any opposing

power, any law, any institution even, however time-honoured,

must pass away, as the leaves fall before the winds of autumn,

or as the snow vanishes in the sunshine of spring. (Loud
cheers.) And the men who propose this course of measures

are plainly as honest as they are earnest in that for which they

ask your co-operation. They themselves make the largest

sacrifices that are made ; and the very fact which has been
thrown in their teeth, that they have an interest in this object,

is their best justification. (Hear, hear, hear.) The interest of

honest industry is surely one of the objects of the policy of a
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great empire. They have an interest in it ; so have you ; so
have we all. Who has not an interest in repealing the Bread
Tax, that lives by eating bread? Who has not an interest

in Free Trade, that is endeavouring to support himself and his.

family by commerce? Who has not an interest in what
advances the general prosperity of the country, even though
his pursuits are artistic or intellectual, ministering to the

spiritual rather than the material portions of our nature. For
as one thrives well, all thrive—they react the one upon the

other ; the starving do not encourage literature and art ; but
we are all bound together by the ties which Providence formed
to uphold society ; and it is because they and we have an
interest in this matter, that we are determined the question

shall not drop until it is satisfactorily settled. (Loud cheers.)

I say, all classes have an interest in this matter, even they who
are represented as the great opposing class—the landlord class.

For what has made England the paradise of landowners, but

its being the workshop of the world? (Loud cheers.) In the

progress of manufactures, if machinery has enabled one man to

do the work of 200, it has also employed 200, and even 2,000,

where before only one was employed, all of them being bread-

eaters, and coming to the farmer for his produce. And while

the manufactures of this country have been thus advancing
during the last century, the growth of wheat has been tripled,

and the rents of the farmers have been in many cases quad-

rupled. The landlords gain by railways, which enhance the

worth of their property ; they gain by the rich and flourishing

community arising around them ; and if for a while they should

have to make some slight sacrifice—if at first their rents should

fall in the change now demanded—they will still be gaining

that which gold can never buy. By graceful concession they

would be gaining the goodwill and gratitude of their fellow-

countrymen ; they would gain for themselves an exemption
from the execration that now pursues their class, from the

infamy of their names in history, from the reprobation of their

own consciences, and the pollution of their own souls. (Loud
and continued cheering.) The confidence which the Council

expresses in the successful operations of the measures they

trace out, is, I think a well-founded one. For when have
recognised principles failed of meeting with success—when in

all the world's history? Some affect to sneer at abstract prin-

ciples, but abstract good is the real practical good after all

;
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the exceptions made to it are some little dirty contrivances of

those who would have trade free for others, but would reserve

monoply for themselves—would have Free Trade as to what
they buy, but restrictions as to what they sell—and whe» tell us

that our principles are sound excellent things in reference to

all other commodities whatever, but that there is some exception

left—the exception of that in which the exceptor himself deals ;

and each in turn will tell you that Free Trade is the noblest

thing in the world except for corn, except for sugar, except for

coffee, and except for this, that, and the other, till once, even
in the House of Commons, it came to an exception of second-

hand glass bottles. (Loud cheers and laughter.) I say this is

a principle recognised by all, recognised even by the Govern-
ment in its measures of last year, however paltry their nature and
limited their operation ; recognised in their Canada Com Bill

;

recognised in their repeal of the laws against the exportation

of machinery, the last rag of that form of monopoly : and I

say that the repeal of the duties on imports must follow that

of restriction on exports. A principle thus practically recog-

nised by foes as well as by friends is certain of success.
^' And this is the second point in the address on which I

wish to fix your attention—the importance that it assigns to

towns and cities ; because it is in towns and cities that the

wrong most deeply exists, which it is the aim of the League in

its noble efforts to redress. It is in cities that the pressure is

felt most extensively—that the iron enters most deeply into

the soul. It is not merely in the expression and feeling of

such an assemblage as this that I read the condemnation of

the laws which uphold monopoly ; it is in what you and I know,
it is in what leads you here. It is something—it is much to

many in this vast and brilliant assemblage—that from day to

day the pressure upon their circumstances is rendered more
and more hard by the artificial limitations of trade ; it is

something—it is much to many here—that from time to time

one hostile tariff after another makes its appearance, shutting

us out from the markets of the Continent which had been
open ; it is something—it is much to many here—that in the

most frequented thoroughfares of this great metropolis, house
after house should be shut up, exhibiting a spectacle of

desolation, where once were 'thriving tradesmen and happy
families ; it is something—it is much to many here—that the

pressure comes at each extremity, that the candle is burning
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at both ends ; that on one side they are exhausted by paying

to the rehef of the poor, and on the other they are plundered

by claims upon them for income-tax. (Loud cheers.) It is

something—it is much to many here—that through every class,

in every rank in life, the pressure is felt—that the demon
appears to be omnipresent, and they cannot possibly escape

his pestiferous influence. (Cheers.) But even this is not the

deadliest evil of the Corn Laws. Did one want to exhibit it in

this great theatre, it might be done, not by calling together such

an audience as I now see here, but by going into the by-places,

the alleys, the dark courts, the garrets and cellars of this

metropolis, and by bringing out thence their wretched and
famished inmates. Oh ! we might crowd them here—boxes,

pit, and galleries—and with their shrunk and shrivelled forms,

with their wan and pallid cheeks, with their distressful looks

—

perhaps with dark and bitter passions depicted in their coun-

tenances—we might thus exhibit a scene that would appal the

stoutest heart, and melt the hardest—a scene that we would
wish the Prime Minister of this country to see—(immense
cheering)—when we would say to him, ' There, delegate of

majesty, leader of legislators, conservator of institutions, look

upon that mass of misery ! That is what your laws and your

power, if they did not create, have failed to cure or even to

mitigate.' (Loud and long-continued cheering.) And supposing

this to be done, supposing this scene to be realised, we know
what would be said. We should be told that there has always

been poverty in the world ; that there are numerous ills which
laws can neither make nor cure ; that, whatever is done,

much distress will still exist. They will say, ' It is the myste-

rious dispensation of Providence, and there we must leave it.'

* Hypocrites ! hypocrites !' I would say to them, ' urge not that

plea yet
;
you have no right to it. Strike off every fetter upon

industry ; take the last grain of the poison of monopoly out of

the cup of poverty
;
give labour its full rights ; throw open the

markets of the world to an industrious people ; and then, if

after all there be poverty, you will have earned your right to

qualify for the unenviable dignity of a blasphemer of Provi-

dence—(loud cheers)—but until then, whatever restriction exists,

while any impediment is raised to the well-being of the many
for the sordid profit of the few—till then, you cannot, you dare

not, look this gaunt spectre in the face and exclaim, ' Thou
canst not say I did it.' (Loud cheering.) Why, the Corn Law
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and the general policy of our agricultural legislators hunt

poverty and wretchedness from their own districts into ours.

In the natural growth of the population in the rural districts

they find a superfluous population, and that superfluity is con-

tinually on the increase. Well, in this way there is more of

the surplus population who go on in the natural course of

wretchedness—who fall from one stage to another—in the

agricultural districts, than anywhere else. Up they troop to

some great town ; they come—men, women, and children

;

they toil their way along the high roads, and then, without

friends or help, they look around them ; they look for work,

they ask for alms, they endeavour in vain to find that for which
they are seeking, for monopoly has been there beforehand ; and
having driven them out of the country, it bars the occasion for

theiremployment in the towns, and so theyarebeaten and battered

from pillar to post ; and they have, perhaps, to incur the frown

of power for some irregular attempt to support themselves.

The police hunt and hound them for endeavouring to sell apples

or lucifers in the streets ; they are sent to the station-house, they

are brought out to be committed to gaol ; they pass through

various stages of disease to the only factories into which they

can get—into those great factories of typhus which abound in

great towns. One union workhouse sends them to another, the

overseers send them to the magistrates, and the magistrates

send them back to the overseers ; and at last, in this hopeless

and heartless strife, they drop out by the way. Death completes

what monopoly began ; and we, inhabitants of great towns,

know that all this is passing around us, and we are quiet and
acquiescing, and conscience never demands, 'iVre you not

accessory to these murders?' (Loud cheers.) Wisely has the

Council appealed to the great towns, for in them is the power.

What can the poor farmer do ? His money is in his landlord's

ground, and the man who has money in another man's ground
must needs be a slave. His freedom is buried there with it,

not like the grain, to germinate, but only to rot and dissolve in

corruption. It is where great bodies are congregated, where
they can stand by one another, where, not the importance of

the individual, but the importance of the many, is the great

thing for all. And how independent are such places, if they

but knew their position, of all that aristocracy is, or can do.

Landlords ! They built not this magnificent metropolis—they

covered not these forty square miles with the great mass ofhuman
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dwellings that spread over them—they crowd not your ports

with shipping—they filled not your city with its monuments of

science and art, with its institutions of literature and its temples

of religion— they poured not that stream of commercial pros-

perity into the country, which, during the last century, has

made the grandeur of London, quadrupling its population, and
showing that it has one heart beating within the entire commu-
nity. They! Why, if you were to impose upon them the

laws they would impose upon you, if they were bound to spend
in this metropolis all their rents—if there were no toleration

for French wines or foreign luxuries—if they were prohibited

from locking up, in their remote galleries, works of art, real or

pretended, which they prize as their property—if here, amongst
the shopkeepers of London, they were bound to spend all that

which they had obtained by their rents, it would be but wretched
payment to you for what you have forfeited by the absence of

Free Trade. (Loud cheers.) For Free Trade principles are

the dictates of nature, plainly written on the face of land and
ocean, so that the simplest may read them and imbibe their

spirit. For that Power which stretched abroad the land, poured
forth the ocean, and piled up the mountains—that Power which
gave Western America its broad prairies, and reared the gigantic

forests of the north—that Power which covered with rich vine-

yards the smiling hills of France, which wafts sweet odours
from the spicy shores of Arabia the blessed, which has en-

dowed this country with its minerals and its insular advantages,

and its people with their indomitable Saxon energy, with their

skill, their hardihood, their perseverance, their enterprise—that

Power which does all this, evidently designed it for the common
good, for the reciprocal advantage of all—(cheers)—intended
that all should enrich all by the freest interchange, thus making
the world no longer the patrimony of a class, but the heritage

and the paradise of humanity."

The Moriiing Post, September 29th, 1843, in reporting the

above meeting, said :
—

" Sir Robert Peel has induced parlia-

mentary landowners to give in their adhesion to the Anti-Corn-

Law League. In obedience to the requisition of the Minister,

parliamentary landowners have falsified their professions—have
forfeited the love and confidence of their tenants, and have
sacrificed large portions of their own property. Have these

frightful sacrifices quieted the League, or rendered that con-

federacy less formidable? Let landowners look around before
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they answer that question ! The League is more vigorous

than ever. The League has, once more, opened a campaign
in London, The League has not failed, in short, to profit by
the ministerial adoption of League principles. During the late

session of Parliament Cobden bullied in the House of Com-
mons all the representatives of the agricultural interest. During

the recess Cobden has carried the war into the agricultural

•camp. He has reared the banner of Free Trade in districts

where ' protection to native industry ' has formerly been the

irallying cry ; and he has scattered like chaff the few supporters

of the ministerial policy who have ventured to encounter him.

In Parliament and out of Parliament, agriculturists seem to

crouch before the League. Let landowners awake now, or

prepare to fall for ever. Their situation is one of surprising

peril. Ministers have deserted them. The League denounces
them. Their tenants distrust them. Nothing can now save

ithem, save the re-adoption of the old maxims of industrial

policy. Let them make common cause once more with the

oppressed order of labourers—let them once more secure to the

children of toil 'a fair day's wages for an honest day's work,' and
the labourers of England will, in turn, even yet bring to nought
all the machinations of the League. But time flies fast ; and if

landowners will still cling to the principles of Free Trade,

these principles will assuredly destroy them."

On February 21st, 1844, a meeting was held, which was ad-

dressed by Mr. O'Connell. I give a digest of the speeches.

The Chairman, Mr. George Wilson, referring to the monopo-
list meetings, said: "We could refer to meetings at which the

public have been told there were 200 persons present, actually

ilield in small, smoky rooms, which, when completely filled,

-would not contain more than 50 individuals; and we could tell

you of eloquent speeches which were never made, but which
were nevertheless fully reported ; of resolutions said to have
been passed, but which were never proposed for the adoption
of any such meetings ; of subscriptions said to be put down
by various individuals, but which were never promised, and
which most assuredly will never be paid. (Hear, and.laughter.)

"Gentlemen, at one of these meetings a noble earl, whose
station in society would have led you to expect from him at

least an equal amount of good breeding with that which would
be exhibited by the members of the Anti-Corn-Law League, or

of agricultural societies generally, is reported to have described
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the Anti-Corn-Law League as one of the most bloody, revo-

lutionary, and unconstitutional societies which ever disgraced

this country. (Loud cries of ' shame ! shame !' ' Name, name.')

The name of the nobleman who made this modest statement

is the Earl of Winchilsea. (This announcement produced a

storm of groans and hisses.) For the information of that

illustrious personage I may state that the League is not un-

constitutional, nor in any respect opposed to the laws of this

country. (Hear, hear.) We admire the provision that has
been made by our constitution, that such pre-eminent wisdom
as his should be secured to the country—(loud laughter)—by
a seat in the higher House of the Legislature ; but we repudiate

the term 'bloody;' it belongs not to us. We seek the aboli-

tion of the Corn Law by peaceful and constitutional means
alone. That iniquitous measure was imposed amidst the

sacrifice of human life, and it will be repealed amidst the re-

joicings of millions of our fellow-countrymen, who watch this

struggle with an interest superior even to that which we feel in

it. (Cheers.) It would be unbecoming in me to waste the

time of the meeting by any lengthened address. I shall,

therefore, at once proceed to the immediate business of the

evening by calling upon Mr. James Wilson to address you."

(Loud cheers.)

Mr. James Wilson said

;

* * * " We meet
here for the simple purpose of discussing whether the interests

of the country and the faculties of the human mind are best

developed by the principles of freedom of competition, or by
those of protection; I may say of delusive protection, for

never was protection contemplated to be given by law to any
party that it did not prove delusive ; for this simple and obvious

reason, that it is impossible by an Act of Parliament to raise any
particular interests—to add wealth to that or any class—with-

out extracting an equal amount from some other part of the

community. During the period (1815 to 1842) there has not

been one single additional hand occupied in agriculture. The
population of the country has increased by several millions,

and yet there has not been one more hand employed in agri-

culture. It has been in manufactures alone that the necessary

increase of employment has been found. At an agricultural

meeting held last week, an agriculturist was boasting, or rather

saying, that he saw no reason why the people ought to complain

of the effects of the Corn Law, because the price of com was
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not now higher than it was at the commencement of the

present century. Here, then, you have the contrast—the price

of corn and of agricultural produce is retained at the same
prices, while those of manufactured goods have been lowered

one-half. But if the prices of agricultural produce be what
they were at the former period, let us inquire what becomes of

the extra fund for which the extra agricultural produce sells.

Is the labourer paid the same rate of wages that he was then ?

He then received 12/-, 15/-, or 18/- a week, according to the

district in which he lived ; he now receives only 8/-, 9/-, or 10/-

a week. The farmer was then said to be a prosperous man

;

he is now stated on all hands to be the reverse. I have put

the question frequently to owners of land, and have said to

them, ' Why, your labourers are paid less than one-half what
they were at the commencement of the century. Your
farmers, instead of being prosperous, are now, you admit, in a

bad state. Then what has become of the whole residue of the

price of the produce you receive now, seeing that you employ
no more labourers, and that you give the labourers you have
much less wages ; and seeing that the portion of profit which
falls to the farmer is considerably smaller now than then?'

The whole additional quantity must needs resolve itself into

rent. From this state of things it is quite obvious that the

landlord has two pre-eminent advantages :—First of all, that of

regularly and gradually increasing rents ; and, secondly, that

of uniformly and gradually diminishing prices for everything

that he has to buy. On the other hand, the labourer has two
disadvantages :—He has had a constantly decreasing rate of

wages, while he has had the same fixed price to pay for the

first necessaries of life during the whole period. (Cheers.)

Now, what we contend is, that if agriculturists were exposed to

the same principle as manufacturers are—to free competition

—

the same improvements might have taken place in agriculture

which have been witnessed under competition in manufactures.

(Hear.) We contend, therefore, that without Free Trade you
will never have the energies of the tillers of the soil, any more
than those of the workers of the loom, brought out in the way
they ought to be."

Mr. O'Connell then rose, and was greeted with the most
enthusiastic outbursts of applause. The hon. gentleman made
several attempts to speak, but the cheering drowned his voice

;

but silence having been at length restored, he proceeded to

M
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address the meeting as follows :
—

" Your highly respected

chairman was good enough to introduce me to you with a very
short preface. He did me but justice in saying that I am, and
have been, the constant friend of the Anti-Corn-Law League.
(Cheers.) I am so, not from preference and predilection, but
from a thorough conviction that its principles are for the good
of the people. I was elected to the present Parliament by two
counties in Ireland, containing jointly a population of upwards
of 1,100,000. I allude to the counties of Meath and Cork. I

represent in Parliament the latter county, which contains an
agricultural population of 750,000. I had no means of
purchasing their votes, or of intimidating them in any way. I

possessed no landlord influence to overrule their conscientious

convictions ; my election cost me not a single shilling ; and a
majority of 1,100 voters, among an agricultural population, sent

me to Parliament, knowing well my sentiments with respect to

the Corn Laws, and that I was the determined enemy of any
tax on the bread of the people—(loud cheers) ; nay, more ;

not only knowing that I had announced this opinion, but had
given my reason so often that I had convinced every one of

them ; and this result has followed my election—the agricul-

turists have not attempted one single Com Law meeting in

Ireland. Oh yes ! they did try one, and they were defeated.

(Laughter.) My Lord Mountcashel was present. (Groans and
hisses.) Poor gentleman ! he was there, and really he made a
most piteous case of it, for he said :

' We of the nobility owe
debts j we have money to pay ; we have mortgages upon our
estates ; we have family charges upon us.' A poor fellow in

the crowd at the time said, ' Why don't you pay them, then ?
''

(Laughter.) What was his answer, or rather, what did it

amount to ? ' No, thank you,' said he, ' I will not pay them,
but the working classes of England shall pay them. I owe
money, and others shall pay it. I get a higher price for my
corn under the present system ; I am disposed to be a very

good landlord, and I would reduce my rents if I could afford

it ; but as I owe money, I will keep up my rents on my
tenants, sell my corn where it must be bought at my price, and
out of the high price thus extorted I will pay my debts

—

ivhen

I choose.^ (Great cheering.) There was only one proposition

which was perfectly certain, that he will have the highest price

for his corn ; but as to the payments, they remain in what the

learned call t\\Q paulo-post-fntiiripn te?ise ; that is, it will happen
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one time or another. (Laughter.) And then, again, no later than

yesterday, out comes the Duke of Northumberland, and says,

in a ' proclamation ' to his tenants, ' You must get up Leagues
in favour of the Corn Law, for those exceedingly conspiring

wretches, the Anti-Corn-Law League, tell you that if you
abolish the Corn Law, you will have cheap bread. Do not

believe a word of it,' says he. (Laughter.) I do not believe

him—(cheers)—and I think I can prove that he does not

believe himself. Now, would it not be a mighty pretty thing

to see a Duke on a table, obliged to acknowledge that he did

not believe a word that he himself said ? (Laughter.) Now I

will show you that he does not believe it ; ' because,' he said,

' we must have protection.' But what is the meaning of ' pro-

tection ?
' Protection means an additional sixpence for each

loaf; that is the Irish of it. (Loud cheers.) If he had not

protection, the loaf would sell for i/- ; but if he has protection,

it will sell for i/6. Protection is the English for sixpence ; and
what is worse, it is the English for an extorted sixpence. The
real meaning of ' protection,' therefore, is robbery—(cheers)

—

robbery of the poor by the rich. (Cheers.) For what signifies

the quantity of loaves that are consumed in the Duke of

Northumberland's establishment ? To be sure, he pays the

additional sixpence ; but well he may, for not one-thousandth

part of his expenditure consists in the purchase of bread ; but

the labouring man and the poor widow with her children, nine-

tenths of their income goes in the price of bread ; they pay
lo/- for every sixpence he pays, and he pockets the difference.

But then, he is one of your mighty aristocrats of the land ; one
of your exceedingly great men, whose shadow scarcely dares to

follow him. (Loud cheers.) But then, out comes another

landlord ' Leaguer,' a man of the League for making bread

dear, another protectionist, another robbery-man ; he says,

—

' Oh, don't make bread cheap ; that would be horrible !
' This

man says, ' it would be horrible to make bread cheap, for if you
did, there would be less employment and lower wages.' We
will see how that is. If the bread were cheap, you would get

it cheap by getting corn from foreign countries, where it is

grown cheaply, but from whence it cannot be imported now.

What is the consequence ? If it had been imported, then for

every pound's worth of corn that you obtained, a pound's
worth of your manufactured goods would be sent out to pay
for it. Those who had not formerly the means of paying for

M 2
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your manufactures, would now have them, because you would

buy their bread. So that, instead of lessening employment,

it would increase it ; and then it is as clear as that two and two

make four, that you must also have increased wages : therefore

the argument totally fails. Why, I speak from my own know-
ledge of Ireland, and as one of the representatives of Ireland,

and I say that if the Corn Law was of any use anywhere, it

would be valuable in Ireland, which is essentially an agricul-

tural country. If that enactment raised wages anywhere, it

would do so in a country purely agricultural. But are wages

raised in Ireland in consequence of its existence ? Oh no !

for, unhappily, you can get men to work there for fourpence a

day. ('Shame!') The labourer there thinks he is a bountiful

benefactor who pays him sixpence a day; and he feels

supremely blessed if he gets eightpence a day. There is the

effect of the Corn Law for you ! It is in full force in Ireland,

and doing all it can for that country, and yet this is the state of

wages there ; and what is worse, there is very little employ-

ment for the labourer, even at these rates. Therefore the

people of Ireland, and those of the gentry who take a con-

scientious view of affairs, and are kind to the people, regard

this matter in the same light that I do ; so that, instead of

Ireland being an impediment in the way, or one of your ' diffi-

culties '—(laughter)—you have the people of that country heart

and soul at your side. (Cheers.)
" I declare to you, that the injustice and iniquity ^f the

landed aristocracy overcome me with horror and loathing which
I cannot describe ! Why, if therewere no Corn Lawnow existing,

and the Ministers were bold enough to bring in a bill to tax the

people's bread—if they placed, as they do in some despotic

countries, a man at the door of the baker's shop to insist on
one-third part of the price of the bread, which the baker would
of course be obliged to charge to the customer—if this were
attempted, there is not a man in the country would endure

such a tax. It would be of no avail for the Minister to say,

* I want the money for my financial plans ; I cannot make the

year's accounts balance unless I have such a tax.' John Bull

would roar out, * No ! tax anything else you please, but you must
not tax bread !* Yet by the swindling scheme of ' protection,'

as it is called, they do the very same thing. They tax the

bread, not for the good of the State, in which you might all equally

participate—not forprotection against aforeign enemy, or to keep
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domestic peace—but for the benefit of one particular class. All

the rest of the community are taxed, that that tax may not go
into the purse of the public, but that it may go into the pockets

of private individuals. (Hear, hear.) Why, really, it is too

bad that you should be called sensible people and bear this.

I, of course, mean you no disrespect, but there is a thick-

headedness about it that I cannot understand. (Cheers.)

Duke of Northumberland, you are not my king ! I owe you
no allegiance—I will pay you no tax ! (Loud cheers.) Duke
of Richmond—there have been Richmonds flourishing before

you, and you may have connection with royalty, but you are

not my king yet, and no tax shall you have ! I owe you no
allegiance, and I will pay you no tax ! (Cheers.) Take them
altogether, we owe them no allegiance, and we are bound to stand

together one and all—(loud cheers)—in peaceable conduct, but

in determination—in tranquillity, but with firmness—resolved

that we will not be cheated—that we will not be robbed—that

we will not be humbugged. (Cheers.) I should like to see

one of those great Dukes levying his tax in kind. I should like

to behold him going into one of the lanes in our manufacturing

towns, to a poor wretched family, where the father after a day's

fatigue was affecting to have no appetite, that he might leave a

few more mouthfuls of bread for his famishing children, or

the wretched mother endeavouring to give nutriment to one
babe, while another was screaming because it had no food : I

should like to see this great Duke, with his stars and garter,

walking into such an assembly, and laying hold of the biggest

hunch of the loaf, and saying, ' This is my bread-tax, and you
may eat the rest of it as you like.' (Cheers.) If the tax were
levied in kind, it would not be tolerated ; and yet this is exactly

what the Duke does in another way. He does not let you
have the pleasure of looking at the hunch of bread and then

take it away ; but he takes care that you shall not have it, for

he charges you that price for the entire loaf, for which the man
would have got the loaf and the hunch, if it had not been for

him. (Cheers.)
" I repeat the phrase in identical terms, over and over again,

because I want to infix in the mind of every one who hears me
the nature of this plunder—this robbery. Increase of wages !

Why, if I chose to open the books of poHtical economy, and
give you dates which you have had before, and particulars with

which you may be conversant, I could show that whenever
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bread was cheap, wages were high ; that they were doubly-

high comparatively, because the man was able to buy more
articles for his money, and thus his wages were doubly useful

to himself. Yes, and all these truths are as clear as the sun at

noonday ! And we are stalking about —animals on two legs

—apparently having no head at all, and, still more strange, as

if we had no hearts. Oh, put an end to the system ! (Cheers.)

Why, is not the present Parliament principally backed by these

bread-taxers ? (Hear, hear.) Did they not send two-thirds

of the members to the House not only from the counties by
means of the Chandos clause, but also by purchasing boroughs ?

Indeed, two sessions ago I heard it admitted from one side of

the House and the other, that there never had been so much
bribery and corruption in electing any Parliament as the present

one. Mr. Roebuck proclaimed it on one side of the House,
and Sir^ Robert Peel admitted it on the other. Though they

disagreed in everything else, they agreed unanimously in that.

And yet here are your models of virtue and piety—the men
who are to sustain the Church—who are ready to punish the

poor wretch who happens to stray from the road on Sunday,
if he be not walking towards some church, while they enjoy their

own carriage-drives quite unscathed and free
;

yes, these great

examples of the morality of the country turn up the whites of

their eyes to heaven at the enormity of other men's iniquity,

while they are, at the same time, putting their hands into the

pockets of the wretched man who wishes only to feed his own
family. (Great cheering.) If they stand by the poor and
humble, oh, may every blessing that heaven has in store be
poured upon them ! but if they insist that the poor man shall

be poorer, and the wretched man suffer more—that destitution

shall be augmented and poverty increased, that they may grow
wealthy and pay off their mortgages by means of this tax on
human food—then, I say, shame upon all those who do not
lift up their voices, until the human sound, like the roll of

thunder, affrights the culprits, and sets the land and the people
free ! (Loud cheers.)

" Why do they not give the farmers leases ? Would not that

enable them to feed their labourers, and assist in every charitable

act in their neighbourhoods ? Oh no ! the great landowner is

to have all. His name is Behemoth, and he must swallow the

entire. (Cheers.) You are engaged then in a glorious struggle,

and I am proud to be allowed to take part in it with you. It
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is delightful to me to be able to lend to it the aid of my talents,

small as they are, and the sound of my voice, which ought to

be pretty well worn out with practice by this time ; but such

as they are, I lend them heartily to your sacred cause. I ven-

ture to say of myself, that I have been found on the side of

liberty in every question which has been agitated since I came
to Parliament. (Cheers.) I care not of what caste, or creed,

or colour, any human being may be. I claim for him the pri-

vileges, the rights, the protection which is due to man. Not
the protection of robbery and spoil, but protection against

every iniquity, whatever it may be. (Cheers.) I cannot

therefore but cheer you on ; and whatever may be my own
fate—be it the dungeon, or be it the scaffold—(loud cries of
' no, no,' and enthusiastic cheering)—yes, I am convinced if it

were left to your votes, you would decide differently. (Cheers.)

It gratifies me that I am engaged in this struggle with you. I

see all its bearings—I know all its value. I know how success

would increase your commerce, by giving you consumers who
are now unable to buy from you. I know how it would increase

your comfort, by giving you employment on the one hand
and food on the other. I know how it would put down the

iniquity of class legislation ; for the great and mighty reason

why classification exists, to the prejudice of the poor and
humble in this country, is this very Corn Law, which seems to

me to be the very root and ground of all the evils under which

the nation suffers. (Cheers.) To me it is a cause that stimulates

to every iniquity. The landlords know the injustice of their

position, and they want to fence it round with all the formalities

of the law, and all the force of legislation ; but it will not do.

The public eyes are open—the public mind is roused. Yes,

England never willed and willed in vain. (Cheers.) Scotland

will join in the struggle ; the manufacturing classes are already

arrayed : the labourers and agriculturists find that their interests

are identified with ours -, the farmers understand the chicanery

of the great proprietors, who are making that kind of bustle

and noise which the rats make, when the stack is about to be

thrown down. (Cheers and laughter.) Yes, the time is ap-

proaching—the force is irresistible. They may delude miserable

constituents here and there ; they may overrule them in other

places ; but the public intellect is on its march, like the

mighty waves of the ocean with the incoming tide. The tyrant

of old bade the sea stop at his mandate ; and yet the waves
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came on and overwhelmed him who thought to arrest their

progress. We don't want to overwhelm them ; we only wish

to wet their feet a little. (Laughter.) The progress of this

great cause is magnificent. What country on the face of the

earth could do what you have done ? Last year you subscribed

;£50,000, the income of two or three sovereign princes in

Germany; this year you subscribe your ;£'i 00,000; and if it

be necessary next year, you will double it— (cheers)—it is not
double or win, but double and win. Yes, the movement is

on its majestic progress. From day to day new recruits fall

into your ranks. We who are veterans in the contest are able

to look on with delight at the rapidity with which our armies

are augmented, and our peaceful troops assembled! (Cheers.)

The force of public opinion is manifesting itself everywhere.

The sentiment of England is awakened and abroad ; it never
will sleep again until the poor are righted, and the rich com-
pelled to be honest." (The hon. and learned member resumed
his seat amidst prolonged and most vehement cheering.)

In addition to the above meetings, 29 others were held,

which were addressed by all the principal men in connection

with the League. The first of these meetings, as already stated,

was held on October 14th, 1843, ^.nd the others were held on
the following dates :—On October 27th and November 30th,

1843; ori January 25th, February 1st, 8th, 15th, 21st, and
27th, March 6th, 20th, and 27th, April 17th and 24th, May
ist, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th, June 5th and 19th, July 3rd,

and August 7th, 1844; on January 15th, February 19th,.

March 5th, April 9th, June 1 8th, and December 19th, 1845;
and on January 14th and 30th, 1846.



CHAPTER XL
The Campaign of 1844—The Marquis of Westminster's adhesion—The

League Operations—The County Registration Movement—The
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During the year 1844 the League prosecuted its various

operations with increasing zeal and vigour. In the beginning

of the year the Marquis of Westminster, the wealthiest noble-

man in the kingdom, sent a congratulatory letter, and a cheque
for ;£"5oo towards the funds of the League. Lord Morpeth
addressed a Free Trade meeting at Wakefield, and his address

showed, that although not yet fully converted, he was fast ap-

proaching to that position. There were held during the year no
fewer than 150 public meetings in parliamentary boroughs, and
there were also held various great meetings in Covent Garden
Theatre, London, and in the Free Trade Hall, Manchester.

The lecturers of the League delivered over 600 lectures in the

various counties of England and Wales, More than 2,000,000

of stamped and other publications were distributed, and there

was an average weekly publication of 20,000 copies of the

League newspaper, amounting in the whole to 1,340,000
copies j thus making the total distribution of publications

nearly 3I millions during the year. The number of letters

received was 25,000, while the number despatched was
300,000. The proposed ;^i 00,000 fund, which was com-
menced in September, 1843, amounted to ;£86,ooo at the

close of the year 1844.

The distinguishing feature of this and the following year

was the County Registration movement. Hitherto, through

the instrumentality of the Chandos clause of the Reform Bill,

the representation of the counties had been exclusively in the

hands of the landlords, and had been almost entirely neglected

by the commercial, trading, and industrial classes. The Council
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of the League now resolved to invite their friends to acquire

the political influence to which they were so justly dititled, by
purchasing freehold qualifications in the various counties. Mr.

Cobden, in supporting the invitation of the League, gave the

watchword—" Qualify, qualify, qualify
!

" He pointed out that

by investing money in this way they had all the advantages of

the Savings Banks, viz., interest and security, in addition to

the franchise ; and in the same way, if they wanted to leave a
" nest egg " to their children, they might, by giving it in the

shape of a piece of land, confer on them votes, which they

might use to defend themselves and children from political

aggression. The appeal was taken up with promptitude and
enthusiasm surpassing the most sanguine expectations. Within

a few months it was believed that a sufficient number of per-

sons had purchased freehold qualifications in North Cheshire,

in South Lancashire, and in the West Riding of Yorkshire, to

secure to those constituencies Free Trade majorities in the

event of an election. The movement did not stop here, for

wherever the ramifications of the League extended, their re-

commendation to "Qualify, qualify, qualify!" was brought

prominently forward ; and, undoubtedly, had a general election

been required to carry the repeal of the Corn Law, this move-
ment would have done a great deal towards the return of a
Free Trade majority. And as events turned out, it did not

lack fruit, for it materially helped to place the cabinet of Lord
John Russell in power at the general election in 1847, thus

contributing greatly to the final settlement of the question.

The registration movement did not, however, impede other

modes of propagating the League doctrines, and although the

Agricultural Protection Society declared that the League had
subsided into a mere registration club, still, in May, 1845, there

was produced one of the strongest proofs of its vitality and
power in the Covent Garden Bazaar, the grandest specimen of

its kind that ever had been, and perhaps that ever has yet been
produced. Miss Martineau, on this occasion, wrote :

" Covent
Garden theatre was fitted up with great taste and skill for a

bazaar; and the show was something quite unlike anything

ever seen before in this country. In the large Gothic hall into

which the theatre was transformed, there was a great display of

manufactures—freely presented in aid of the League fund

—

which sold for ;£"2 5,000, besides leaving a sufficient quantity

to supply another large bazaar at Manchester. It was open
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from the 5th to the 29th of May, and 125,000 persons paid

for admission within that time. Four hundred ladies con-

•ducted the sales ; and, generally speaking, each contributing

town had a stall, with its name, and sometimes its civic arms,

painted above it. The porcelain and cutlery exhibitions, the

mirrors and grindstones, the dolls and wheat-sacks, shoes and
statuettes, the relics of antiquity and the last fashion of coloured

muslins, flannels and plated goods, anatomical preparations,

laces and boots, made a curious and wonderful display, which

was thought to produce more effect on some parliamentary

minds than all the eloquence yet uttered in the House of

Commons."
The League newspaper, in describing the appearance of the

bazaar, said :

—

" No catalogue of particulars can give anything approaching

to an adequate idea of the magnificent whole, and no language

can picture an exhibition which presents, in one view, speci-

men-products of every variety of that vast industry, which has

made this little island a queen among nations. The brilliant

success—a success concentrating on a single focal point of

time and space, the work of many months, and of every part

of the United Kingdom—is such as really startles with its

splendour even chose who have watched the undertaking

through every step of its progress, and who have personally

superintended every detail of its execution. We had but

imperfectly realised that vast conception which the zeal of the

free-traders of Great Britain gave us to execute, and which now
stands before the world in all its finished magnificence, a spec-

tacle without precedent and without rival.

" But it is not as a mere spectacle that we can speak or

think of our League bazaar. It is not for a piece of pageantry

that our great manufacturing and mining capitalists have obeyed
the suggestion of the women of Great Britain, and sent the

bulkiest and costliest products of the loom, the forge, and the

steam-engine, to be exhibited under one roof with the fairy-like

creations of woman's exquisite taste and delicate handiwork.

It is fraught with high moral meaning. There is a deep, true

soul in it. It is the embodiment of a profound conviction. It

is the utterance of a stern and inflexible determination. It is a

nation's manifesto against a gigantic iniquity.

"The power of which this spectacle is the expression and
embodiment, is a power which not all the Richmonds and



1 88 RECOLLECTIONS OF COBDEN AND THE LEAGUE.

Buckinghams in creation can hinder from ruling Great Britain.

There is no confuting or resisting this mutely-eloquent plea for

the rights of industry. Its effect on public opinion will be
prompt and decisive. Its effect on the legislation which, sooner

or later, reflects and expresses public opinion, will be, though
less prompt, not less decisive."

The following is a specimen of the style in which the Times
treated the Free Trade movement about this period :

—

Writing of the bazaar, it said :—"The proceedings of the

League bazaar, which began with business, ended in festivity

;

and many hundreds—perhaps thousands—of persons assembled

yesterday evening in the theatre, as a sort of final triumph and
of mutual congratulation on the success of this last gigantic

scheme of the enemies of the Corn Law. Nominally, we believe,

\S\Qfete, or promenade, was given in honour of the fair dames
and damsels, who since the opening of the bazaar have, for the

sake of the good cause, stood the gaze of the miscellaneous

public, in the performance of their duties as saleswomen at

the different stalls. To the same fair influence we may attri-

bute the engagement of the ubiquitous Jullien and his band, and
the performance of profane music and all sorts of polkas and
other shocking things of that kind. There were to be seen

among the gay throng the saintly of all sects, even the most
uncongenial. Side by side with the Independent minister

might be seen the Unitarian, and in a far corner was to be
detected a Wesleyan, looking awful astonishment at the pro-

fane vanities above and around ; but worse than all seemed to

be those who in the tariff of sanctity stand at the highest rate

of import duty, when the gaieties of life are concerned—shock-

ing to relate, there were to be seen a dozen or so of dashing

young Quakers, in ' cut-away ' coats, with diminished collars,

white waistcoats, and unexceptionable kid gloves ; and these

were really the cavaliers of the assemblage, meeting their reward

in the smiles and sly gaiety of their proverbially pretty partners.

Of such materials was this free-trade /^/^ composed ; even the

most rigid felt absolved from the obligations of sanctity by the

superior virtue of the Anti-Corn-Law agitation—the broad
shield of the League covered them all. And to say truth, in

spite of some incongruities, and some singular varieties of the

social animal presented by the different groups, the affair went
off extremely well. A very few of the most remarkable objects

which have been exhibited during the existence of the bazaar
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were retained, but the greater part of the boxes were filled with

company. The Chinese lanterns still shed their light upon the

Gothic hall. In addition to these sights, and the sounds pro-

duced by M. Jullien and his party, there were the more sub-

stantial attractions of tea, coffee, ices, lemonade, and other

more satisfying sundries, all provided at the expense of the

promoters of the festivity. The chief occupation of the guests

was in walking about, listening to the music, or gazing at the

chiefs of the League, who were scattered among the gay crowd

—

the Dr. Bowrings, the Thompsons, the Moores—not to omit

Mr. W. J. Fox, Dr. Price, and some other well-known gentle-

men. Miss Sibilla Novello, Mr. Novello, and some other voca-

lists, then volunteered songs, to the great delight of the party,

and these were kept up till nearly midnight ; after which, pur-

suant to a suggestion of Mr. Fox, those who were for a dance
renewed the claim (which had been put in at an earlier period

of the evening), the conscientious having now left the theatre,

and for aught we know they may be dancing to this hour.

Altogether the promenade went off very well, and proved an
appropriate 7f;M/<? to this great experiment of the Anti-Corn-

Law League—an experiment which, it is said, has attracted to

the theatre nearly 10,000 persons daily since the opening of

the bazaar."

At a meeting in Covent Garden Theatre, on the i8th June,

the chairman, George Wilson, Esq., speaking of the bazaar,

said :
—" It is well known that from the first many ladies have

attended our meetings, and countenanced by their presence

the greater portion of our public proceedings ; that in a time

of great distress in our manufacturing districts, when our

petitions to the Legislature had failed, they memorialised Her
Majesty the Queen, praying that it might please her to look

upon the sufferings of the people, and to mitigate them by
admitting for consumption, duty free, the corn which was then
lying in bond. The ladies obtained signatures to that memo-
rial by a personal canvass from door to door, and in the depth
of winter, throughout the manufacturing districts of the north

of England. (Cheers.) They did more. In 1841 they held

a bazaar in Manchester, which reaHsed the sum of ^10,000
sterling ; and, further, they proposed, in order that they might
show their unaltered and unchanged interest in this movement,
to complete the ;£i 00,000 fund by holding a bazaar during

the past year in this theatre, which, however, was necessarily
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postponed until the present year, to make way for other move-
ments, perhaps of a more important character. This exhibition

has, however, been recently held ; and with what success I

shall presently show.
" A prominent feature of the bazaar is, that it is the con-

clusion of our exertions on account of the ;^i 00,000 fund.

(Hear, hear, hear.) We class the contributions and the fund
after this manner. On December 31st, 1844, the public

receipts in favour of the fund amounted to ;^86,oo9 7s. 5d.

;

since received, ;^5,632 5s. 2d.; bazaar, ;£"25,o46 los. iid. ;

making a total of ;£"i 16,687 13s. 4d. (The audience here
rose en masse, and cheered for a considerable time.) But it is

not merely in a pecuniary sense that we can congratulate each
other on the results which have attended this bazaar. We
were visited on the first day we opened it by upwards of 5,000
persons; and 120,000 individuals passed through from first to

last, being an average of upwards of 7,000 a day, the bazaar
lasting seventeen days from beginning to end, and the receipts

averaging more than ;^1,200 per diem."

Mr. W. J. Fox, at a Covent Garden meeting, in April, 1845,.

spoke of the principles of the League as follows :
—" Our

principles are not merely as old as political economy ; they are,

in truth, as old as the history of mankind, the facts of which
are the materials of political economy. They are intertwined

with the records of the prosperity and calamity of nations.

We can trace them through the long annals of ancient and
modern times. We trace them back beyond this even, to the

very constitution of nature and of the globe itself. They are

the dictates of philosophy, interpreted by the system of things

under which we live, and of which we form a portion. For
when that mighty Power who spread abroad the heavens, fixed

suns in their central position, rolled the planets in their orbits,

surrounded them with belts and satellites, and measured the

course, limitless as it seems, of the wandering comet, which
in its wild career moves from the intensity of light to the

deepest darkness, binding all together by the principle of

gravitation, and thus uniting it to other systems through all

the infinity of being—when that Power fashioned this earth of

ours, it made a reflex of the combined, harmonising, and
mutually dependent system which is exhibited to the astronomer

when he gazes on the heavens ; it endowed one climate with

one species of fertility, and another with another, and sur-
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rounded the earth with zones—temperate, torrid, and frigid

—

constituting climates, sunny or moist in all their diversities :

it gave the luscious vine to grow upon the banks of the Rhine
and the Rhone, and enriched the Spice Islands with their

fragrant products ; it spread the broad and vast prairies of

America, sufficient to grow corn for the whole world's con-

sumption, planted the tea groves of China, endowed the sugar-

cane with its sweetness, and gave to Britain its coasts, minerals,

and industry : by these, as by the mutual dependence of the

heavenly bodies, it plainly said, * All these belong to each

other ! Let their influence be reciprocal ; let one minister to

another ; be the interest of each the interest of all, and let all

minister to each.' They are one in beneficence, and show
forth as resplendently as the starry heavens themselves the

glory of a benevolent Providence. It is plain, therefore, that

a monopoly in food is an audacious interference with the divine

government ; that it is an open revolt against the ordinances

which the wisdom of the Creator has afiixed to the constitution

which He Himself called into being. Excluding the political

aspects of the question, and looking to this phase alone, is

it to be v/ondered at that a body of men who had such

never-failing evidence of the truth of their principles, should

succeed ?
"

It has previously been remarked, that during the Com Law
debates in the House of Commons, much stress was laid

upon the special burdens affecting land, in the form of local

rates, from which the manufacturing and commercial classes

were said to be exempt, and that when called upon to explain

what they were, the Corn Law advocates were always silent.

In 1845 the House of Lords, finding that the potato disease

and the consequent troubled state of the country were pro-

ducing a very threatening aspect of affairs, and increasing the

demand for a repeal of the Com Law, appointed a committee
of about 20 members to inquire into the pressure of local

taxation on landed property, and a great number of witnesses

from the agricultural districts were examined. Mr. R. H. Greg
and I were summoned to give evidence from the manufacturing

district of Lancashire. The most prominently active of the

members of the committee were the Dukes of Richmond and
Buckingham, whilst the late Lord Derby (then Lord Stanley),

Lord Ashburton, and Earl Grey, also took an active part in

the proceedings. The leading subject of inquiry was the
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proportion of rates and taxes borne by land, as compared
with those upon other freehold property. Immediately pre-

vious to the examination of Mr. Greg and myself, evidence

was given by an eminent London brewer, to the effect that in

the establishment with which he was connected, the property

of the concern was largely insured, that the insurance so paid

was subject to Government taxation, and that horse duty was
charged upon all the horses employed in their business. He
then stated that he also held a large farm in a neighbouring

county, but he was not called upon to pay any duty upon the

insurance of his corn ricks and other farming stock, nor yet

upon the horses that he used for agricultural purposes. Mr.
Greg stated that he was a landowner and farmer in Hertford-

shire, and his evidence in relation to his business was cor-

roborative of that which had just previously been given, and in

relation to his cotton manufactories in Lancashire, his evidence

was substantially to the same effect as that which was after-

wards detailed by myself.

My evidence was directed to prove the existence of an
inequality of local rating in Lancashire, which was favourable

to the owners of land and an injustice to the owners of

factories and other commercial property, and that this in-

equality had arisen out of a mistaken view of the Justices in

determining the principle of assessment. They had decided

that all rates should be payable upon the gross or rack rental

of rateable property. In Lancashire, as is well known, a very

large proportion of the rateable property is in towns, and much
of this property is of a perishable nature, such as houses and
manufactories which require continual outlay for repairs

and renewals, as well as large annual payments for insurance

from fire ; whilst property in land, being of a permanent cha-

racter, requiring only labour and seed, is favoured by exemptions

from these duties.

Some estimate may be formed of the extra burden upon
commercial property by the fact that recently an amount,
varying from 15 to 21 per cent, has been deducted from the

gross value in the scale of rating.

But it was my desire to impress upon the Committee the

utter insignificance, as a landlord's question, of any inquiry

into the local taxation of Lancashire, seeing that the land itself,

as mere land, had been enormously increased in value by
reason of the presence of our manufactures, whether regarded
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in an agricultural point of view for farming purposes, or as

saleable for building sites. I was kept for several hours under

a searching examination on this branch of the inquiry ; and by

way of example of what had been the former as compared with

the present condition of the landed property surrounding all

our large towns, I drew attention to one particular district,

extending from Manchester along the valley of the Irwell, by

way of Bury to the town of Bacup, which stands at the head of

the forest of Rossendale. A considerable portion of this land

had formerly been held as a deer forest, but was now occupied

as seats of manufacture, and adorned by the dwellings of a

numerous and wealthy population ; and the remaining unoc-

cupied land was now anxiously sought after, and was being

purchased from the proprietors by the square yard, for manu-

facturing and domestic purposes.

I remarked, casually, that a large portion of the fruits ot

this improvement, arising as it did from manufacturing industry,

had fallen to the Derby family. Lord Stanley (the late Lord

Derby) being present, appeared to recognise this with a plea-

surable interest, and inquired if I knew a place called " Stand

in Pilkington," and that it belonged to his family. I replied in

the affirmative, and stated that it was six miles from Manches-

ter, and was now a wealthy and populous neighbourhood. He
then remarked that amongst some old family papers he had

recently discovered a letter by one of his ancestors, written

from " Stand in Pilkington," and representing that " Stand " was

the place to which the deer were driven for the purposes of the

chase by the forest sportsmen. Earl Grey inquired jocosely if

his lordship wished this conversation to be taken down, when
of course the pen of the reporter was stopped.

On the following morning I happened to meet the Dukes
of Buckingham and Richmond walking down Parliament Street,

when they stopped, and told me they had been very much
interested and gratified with my evidence on the previous day,

and proceeded to inquire if they might expect to have any

more to-day? I replied, "That will be according to your

Graces' pleasure
;
you have expressed your appreciation of

what 1 gave you yesterday, and there is more of the same kind

to be had where that came from." They then took leave ofme, but

the Committee did not call upon me for more evidence. At the

close of this inquiry the Committee simply reported to the House
the evidence they had received, but without any recommendation.

N
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The late Mr. Duffus Hardy, of the Public Record Office, re-

cently gave an interesting account, from the Rolls of the Court

of Chancery for the County Palatine of Lancaster, confirmatory

of the above anecdote, showing that in the 12 th year of

Henry IV. there was a precept issued to the sheriff of Lanca-

shire to cause proclamation to be made at the next session to

be holden at Lancaster, against hunting and killing deer in

the king's forests of Bowland, Penhill, Rossendale, and
Trawden. There is also mentioned a grant of land by Edward Y.
to Thomas Pilkington, Esq., for his good service, and per-

mission to build, fortify, and castellate a mansion within his

manor of Bury.



CHAPTER XII.

The Session of 1845—The Potato Rot in Ireland—League Meetings.

—

Alarming State of the Country—Adhesion of Lords Shaftesbury,
Morpeth, and Lord John Russell—Resignation of the Peel Ministry
and their Return to Power—The Commencement of a ;^25o,ooo
Fund— Protectionist Meeting at Chichester—The Address to the
Throne—Sir Robert Peel's Proposal to Abolish the Corn Law

—

Debate Thereon—The Corn Law Repealed— Prince Albert on Sir
Robert and the Repeal of the Corn Law—Final Meeting of the
League.

Miss Martineau writes of the League at this time as follows :—" At the opening of the session of 1845 there seemed to be
but one troublesome controversy agitating the community.
The harvest of 1844 had been good ; and therefore provisions

were moderate in price, trade was brisk, the operative classes

were contented, the revenue was steadily rising, and even
Ireland was quieter than usual. The one troublesome contro-

versy was—as need hardly be said—about the Corn Law."
On Mr. Cobden's motion for a Committee of Inquiry into

the existing agricultural distress and its causes, Mr. Sidney
Herbert (afterwards Lord Herbert of Lea), on behalf of the

Government, refused the motion, but said :
" He must further

add, as the representative of an agricultural constituency, that

it would be distasteful to the agriculturists to come whiiimgfor
protection at every period of temporary distress."

Mr. Herbert's speech was bitterly commented upon a few
days afterwards by Mr. Disraeli (afterwards Earl of Beaconsfield),

who assumed the role of leader of the Protectionists in the

House of Commons. He also made some very severe remarks
upon Sir Robert Peel, whom he accused of having forsaken his

first love, and dared him to dissolve the Parliament he had be-

trayed ; and he further expressed his belief that the Conservative
Government was "an organised hypocrisy."

On the 5th of August Lord John Russell reviewed the

labours of the session—Ireland and the Corn Laws being the

two subjects on which he particularly dwelt. Sir Robert Peel
made no reply. The significance of the reference to Ireland

N 2
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will be understood when we take the state of affairs just then

into consideration.

During the earlier portion of the season of 1845 everybody
thought that the country was going to have a splendid harvest,

but the incessant rain which characterised the spring and
summer continued through the autumn, and at last it was
generally felt that nothing could avert the impending scarcity

of food. About the middle of October the failure of the

entire potato crop in Ireland had become generally recognised

as involving probable starvation to millions of the people. To
meet this disaster the monopolist papers very urgently advised

liberal subscriptions throughout the country, and the Free-

Traders as urgently demanded the opening of the ports for

the reception of grain duty free. A Cabinet Council was
held on the 31st of October, but no decision on the subject

was announced.

On the 28th of October a meeting of the members of the

League was held in the Free Trade Hall, Manchester, to

resolve upon further financial plans. The attendance on the

platform indicated a remarkable amount of sympathetic feeling

amongst wealthy manufacturers. The audience within the

hall was estimated at upwards of 8,000 persons. Mr. Wilson,

the chairman, called upon Mr. Cobden, who at once directed

attention to the proper remedy for the calamity, viz., the

opening of the ports of the United Kingdom. He proclaimed

this as the only means by which to provide against the famine

which threatened starvation and death to millions of our fellow-

subjects in Ireland. His speech was very eloquent, and con-

cluded thus :
" We must not relax in our labours ; on the

contrary, we must be more zealous, more energetic, more
laborious than we have ever yet been. When the enemy is

wavering, then is the time to press upon him. Let us at once
come forward to avert this horrible destiny. I call, then,

upon all who have any sympathy with our cause, who have
any promptings of humanity, or who feel any interest in the

well-being of their fellow-men, upon all who have apprehensions

of scarcity and privation, to come forward and avert this

impending visitation."

I was called upon to speak, and said :
" There are around

me men whose cheeks have been furrowed by the last seven

years' service in this cause ; but I fully believe they are ready

to endure another seven years' labour, if needful, and to expend
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a quarter of a million more of money in the contest, being con-

fident that it would be the wisest expenditure they ever made."

Mr. Bright said : "At this moment all around us is strength-

ening the conviction of former years, and is telling us, in a voice

louder than ever, that all the words of reproach, all the harsh

sayings which we have uttered against the Corn Law, have

failed to express its true character as it is now exhibited before

us. The present state of feeling is one of distrust and alarm.

And why? Is it not because the prices of provisions are rising,

and that there is an apprehended scarcity before us ? It has

been said that the Corn Law was a law to secure plenty, and to

secure it from our own soil. If that be true, then in this hour

of apprehended scarcity, of distrust and alarm, what is there to

which we should so readily turn in the hope for relief as to this

very Corn Law, which has been pronounced to be the height of

legislative wisdom ?
"

Mr. Bright continued :
" Peel's pet law is now working pre-

cisely as its supporters wished it to work. It is to prevent the

trade in foreign corn—to make you and your fellow-men—the

twenty-seven millions—work and work, and scramble and
scramble, and starve it may be, in order that out of the produce

of your industry—out of the scarcity of wages of the many

—

something may be taken by law, and handed over to the rich

and the great, by whom and for whom the law was made." He
concluded by saying :

" How dreadful the abandonment of

duty, how awful the crime, not less than that of those who made
the Corn Law, if we should fail in the work we have set our-

selves to do, which is to abolish the law that restricts the bounty

of Providence, and to establish the original and Heaven-given

law, which will secure plenty to all the earth." It was unani-

mously resolved to recommend the commencement of a fund of

;£ 2 50,000, and to hold a great public meeting on December
23rd for its inauguration.

On four successive days it was said that Cabinet Councils

were being held, and that the Ministers were deliberating upon
the alarming accounts which had reached them from Ireland ,

and that Sir R. Peel had been unable to bring his colleagues to

consent either that Parliament should be called together, or

that the ports should be opened by an Order in Council.

The corn markets were in a state of utter confusion ; mer-

chants and manufacturers were in the deepest anxiety; and

millions of working-men were impatiently looking to the result
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of all these grave deliberations. Remonstrances upon the

inaction of the Ministry flowed in from Ireland and Scotland

;

whilst public meetings were held in Manchester, Birmingham,
Nottingham, and a great number of other towns, to memorialise

the Government instantly to open the ports.

In a short time the nation was thoroughly alarmed ; every
one saw the necessity of vast purchases of foreign wheat ; but
how were they to be effected? A financial crisis seemed as

threatening as the food famine. Mr. Cobden, with his usual

vehemence, called on Sir Robert Peel to save the country from
the impending famine. "There is," said he, "no man in the

world, whether he be the Grand Turk, or whether he be a
Russian despot, who has more power than Sir Robert Peel now
has in this country. He has the power, and I say he is a

criminal and a poltroon if he hesitates a whit."

Mr. Bright, at Covent Garden Theatre, said :
" Sir Robert

knows well enough what is w^anted, and were his government
ten times as strong as it is, it must yield before the imperious

and irresistible necessity which is every day gaining upon it.

From his recent speeches I would argue that he intends to

repeal the Corn Law. He cannot say what he now says, and
yet mean ever to go back to the old and foolish policy of Pro-

tection. He sprang from commerce, and until he has proved
it himself, I will never believe that there is any man—much less

will I believe that he is the man—who would go down to the

grave, having had the power to deliver that commerce, and yet

not having had the manliness, honesty, and courage to do it."

Mr. Cobden's appeal to the Manchester meeting was not

made in vain, ^ven to the aristocracy, for the Earl of Shaftes-

bury and Lord Morpeth (afterwards Earl of Carlisle) declared

against the Corn Law ; and Lord John Russell, who, on the

22nd of November, addressed his London constituents on the

apprehension of a deficiency of food, was found at last to have
given up all huckstering on the subject, saying, " Let us then

unite to put an end to a system which has been proved to be
the blight of commerce, the bane of agriculture, the source of

bitter divisions among classes, and the cause of penury, fever,

mortality, and crime among the people."

As the year 1845 drew to its close, it became more and
more evident that the approaching crisis could not long be
delayed. Sir James Graham, in reply to a letter from Sir

Robert Peel, said : "The Anti-Corn-Law pressure is about to
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commence, and it will be the most formidable movement in

modern times. Everything depends on the skill, the prompti-

tude, and the decision with which it is met." On the 3rd of

December the Times, on its own authority, announced that the

abolition of the Corn Laws had been resolved upon. This
announcement was fiercely challenged by the Protectionist

press ; but at the same time it filled them with alarm, and, of

course, cheered the Free-Traders in a corresponding degree.

The Times^ however, still repeated, day after day, that its

information was true, and so events proved it to be.

On the 25th of November Sir Robert Peel assembled his

colleagues, and proposed to them the only course of conduct
which appeared practicable. The Duke of Wellington, how-
ever, obstructed Sir Robert in his proposals for the opening of

the ports, and in his other financial arrangements, including

that of laying before Parliament a Bill to repeal the Corn Law,
Hence came the defeat of Sir Robert in the Cabinet, and the

resignation of his ministry on the 9th of December. Lord
John Russell then attempted to form a Whig ministry, but

failed ; and on the 20th of December Sir Robert Peel came
again into power, with all the former members of his Cabinet,

except Lord Stanley.

On December 23rd, 1845, a large meeting was held in the

Town Hall, Manchester, of bankers, merchants, manufacturers,

and others, to receive a report of the proceedings of the

National Anti-Corn-Law League for the past year, and to con-

sider the best means of aiding its further operations. Mr.
Robert Hyde Greg was in the chair, and I was called upon to

explain the object of the meeting. I stated that under the

most extraordinary emergency of modern times I had to

propose a resolution, perhaps the most weighty in its character

and purpose that had ever been submitted to a public meeting
—^and I might add my own impression, that on no previous

occasion had there been assembled in any one room so power-

ful, influential, and wealthy a body of men, as I then saw before

me. That audience represented not Manchester alone, but

there were also present many men from the neighbouring towns
and districts ; men upon whose shoulders rested the great in-

terests of our cotton manufacture—a manufacture not yet

seventy years in existence, but which had already attained the

greatest magnitude and importance of any organised industry

which the world had ever seen. A crisis had arrived, when they
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had to consider the impending dangers to that industry, and of

famine to the community at large; and also to determine
whether the cotton manufacture of this country should here-

after become matured to a greater extent of usefulness and
power, or be compelled to sink submissively under the baneful

influence of corn monopoly. It was well known that the cotton

trade had now become essential to the continuance of our well-

being as a nation. It owed no sort of allegiance to the soil of

England (and examples were not wanting to show that by a

mistaken policy it might be driven hence to other shores), and
it was evident it could only be retamed in a state of prosperity

in this country by adopting the Free-Trade policy so strongly in-

sisted upon by the League. The resolution which I had to propose
was, " That this meeting hereby expresses its high sense of the

invaluable services which the National Anti-Corn-Law League
has rendered to the cause of Free Trade, and that in order to

enable the Council to make renewed and increased exertions

for the repeal of the Corn and Provision Laws, a subscription

in aid of the great fund of ;^25o,ooo be now commenced; and
that the following gentlemen (whose names were announced) be
appointed a Committee to canvas for subscriptions in Man-
chester and the surrounding districts."

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Alderman Kershaw
(afterwards M.P. for Stockport), and was passed unanimously.

The Chairman at once announced his readiness to receive

the names of subscribers ; and a scene which defies description

immediately followed, in which gentlemen were calling out in

rapid succession ";£i,ooo for me," and "^2^1,000 for me," until

no less than twenty-three names had followed one another for

the like sum. There were twenty-two others who put down
^500 each, and these, together with other smaller sums then

announced, amounted to more than ;£6o,ooo.

Mr. Cobden, on rising, was greatly cheered. He said,

" How very much he was rejoiced to see that there was de-

termination in the country to back the exertions of the League
with adequate funds, to whatever period the controversy might

be prolonged. Two years ago, when they held a meeting in a

small room adjoining, and when ^14,000 was subscribed, an
influential London paper, in its graphic mode, designated the

League a ' great fact ;' and now when the subscription of to-day

was over ;j^6o,ooo, he thought the League might be designated

a still greater fact. The fair and honest settlement of the Corn
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and Provision Laws, that is, their total abrogation, would at

once dissolve the League ; and it might be useful to some of

their more candid opponents that they should know this."

Directing his address to the monopolists, he said: "You have

been challenged to show your peculiar burdens, and you have

uniformly run away. He could not say how proud he felt at

being surrounded by a body of men who were prepared to

make such magnanimous sacrifices in this cause. They had
not been promoting a narrow interest ; the cause was that of

the whole kingdom—of the whole world—and in carrying out

Free Trade from this, its birthplace, the cradle of their

principles, Manchester would become identified to all ages

with the cause
;
just as Jerusalem was with the origin of our

faith, and just as Mecca was in the eyes of the Mahometans, so

would Manchester be identified in the eyes of historians as the

birthplace and the centre of the greatest moral movement since

the invention of printing; one which would have a greater

effect in the world's history than any struggle that had ever

taken place in the annals of civilisation."

Mr. Bright was very much cheered on rising. He expressed

his delight at the event of that morning. " Never (he said) in

the experience of those around him, had any circumstance of a

public character in this city occurred that could be compared
with what they had just witnessed ; and he was confident that

this subscription would have a most powerful effect upon public

opinion. They had told the world that the traders of this dis-

trict were resolved no longer to work in fetters, that they were

determined to emancipate their industry and themselves. The
representatives of capital were assembled in that room to an

amount never before equalled in this kingdom. The leaders of

an enlightened and industrious population were gathered to-

gether ; and if the question should remain any longer unsettled

by the Government, they would declare in the face of the

country and of the world, that this most odious oppression

should be at once and for ever abolished."

Almost immediately following this meeting, the increasing

outcry of approaching famine made it more and more evident

that a crisis was at hand. The Protectionist party was be-

coming m.ore and more infuriated, and on the 31st of Decem-
ber they held a meeting (the last one which was reported) at

Chichester, which was attended and addressed by the Duke of

Richmond. The Rev. V. Harcourt was chairman, and the
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rationale of Protection, as propounded in his speech, was to

the following effect. He said, " It was well known that land-

lords were not accumulators of wealth, for they were mostly
living up to their incomes ; how then were they to maintain

their station in society, when one-fifth of their income was taken
away? What would be the consequence to tradesmen—for

instance, to the silversmiths, the watchmakers, the haberdashers,

the drapers, the coachmakers, the painters, the music-sellers,

and all those who administered to the luxuries of the rich?

The whole of these would suffer from the privations of the land-

owner." It appears strange that the Duke, who had been the

recognised head of the Agricultural Protecdon Society, and who
now assented to such a personal plea, should formerly have
denied that the landlords had ever asked protection for them-
selves from any selfish motives.

A noble kinsman of the Duke said he would like to see a

thousand Sussex labourers annihilate double their number from
the manufacturing districts.

So enraged were the Protectionist party at this time, that

they had the Times newspaper publicly burned in London, be-

cause it had adopted the principle of Free Trade.

Mr. Fox, speaking at Covent Garden Theatre, and referring

to the above meeting, said :
—" All that I have said here about

the aristocracy has been of certain members of that body

—

not in their capacity of aristocrats, but in their occupation of

tradesmen. In that character they are, I imagine, most legiti-

mate objects of animadversion. A man is not to be protected

because he keeps a chandler's ' shop ; and a landlord must not

be allowed to cheat because he happens to be one of the

members of the aristocracy. There was a time when trading

in any form was thought inconsistent with the possession of

that dignity. Your feudal baron did not mind robbing with

the strong hand ; but he would have turned away with con-

tempt from robbing by the short weight of a Protection duty.

If the butter sent to market be not his own, the coronet of the

noble still makes a hole in the firkin, in order to pour in the

pitch and tar. Why this incongruity, this perversion of all

dignity of station, and of all that is most honourable and
majestic in legislative power?"

On the 22nd January, 1846, the Parliamentary Session was
opened. Sir Robert Peel being premier. The Queen's speech

lamented the failure of the potato crop, and advised the. Com-
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mons upon the alleviation of the sufferings which were being

caused by that calamity ; it also expressed satisfaction with the

repeal of prohibitory or protective duties which had already

been accomplished ; and it recommended a careful review of

the existing duties upon many articles of foreign produce and
manufactures, with a view to enlarging our commercial inter-

course, and thereby to increase the comforts, and better the

condition, of the great body of the people.

In the House of Lords, during the debate on the address,

the Duke of Richmond pettishly inquired of the Government
why they did not make Cobden a peer, and place him on the

treasury bench in the House of Lords.

In the House of Commons the scene was very animated.

Sir R. Peel gave notice that on the following Tuesday he

would bring under consideration the commercial policy of the

country and the subject of the Corn Law. He stated that the

laws which regulated the importation of food were the primary,

the grand subject, of the deliberations of a reluctant Cabinet,

and that on the question of the Corn Law his own opinions

had undergone a complete change. He gave examples, show-

ing that freedom of exchange was favourable to the prosperity

of commerce, and that with cheaper food there had been a

decrease of crime, and an improvement of the public health.

He therefore felt that he could no longer stand up in the

House of Commons as the advocate of Protection, and that it

would be -impossible for him, with these convictions on his

mind, any longer to meet the annual motion of the hon. mem-
ber for Wolverhampton (the Hon. C. P. Villiers) with a direct

negative. His propositions were, however, still opposed by
his colleagues in the Cabinet, and he felt it impossible to con-

tinue at the head of the Government, with the strong convic-

tions which he now entertained of an impending danger, and the

necessity of meeting it. He had therefore resigned his office

;

but when Lord John Russell found himself unable to form

an administration, he had consented to resume the Government.
He concluded his triumphant Free-Trade speech in a tone

of manifest defiance of the aristocracy and the landed interest.

He was charged by some of his own party with treason to

agriculture, and was told that the power which had placed him
in his present position could remove him. Referring to this

charge, he said that he had now served four sovereigns, that

he had never used his power for unworthy purposes, but
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always for the advancement of national interests ; and he con-

temptuously remarked that he would not hold office under a

servile tenure.

In a second speech, which followed, he showed that our

exports in 1839 amounted to 53 millions sterling; in 1840, to

51 millions; in 1842, to 47 millions; in 1843, to 52 millions;

and that in 1844 they were 58 millions ; thus showing 11 mil-

lions of increase since the repeal of duties in 1842 ; and that

this increase of trade was also attended by a diminution of

crime. Lord John Russell followed, with an emphatic declara-

tion in favour of Free Trade, and on a division Sir Robert

. Peel's supporters were in a majority of nearly 100.

On the 27th of February the motion for going into com-
mittee was carried, the amendment of the Protectionists being

defeated by a majority of 97 votes, 581 members being

present, of whom 242 maintained their ground as Protection-

ists. Sir Robert Peel remarked upon the circumstance of

having to deal with a public calamity, and said he would ask

of those who had usually given him their support, whether they

thought it probable that he would sacrifice their favourable

/ opinion and their support, unless he was influenced by urgent

considerations of public duty? "I will claim for myself (said

he) the privilege of yielding to the force of argument and con-

viction, and of acting upon the results of enlarged experience.

It may be supposed that there is something humiliating in

making such an admission. I feel no such humiliation, nor

do I feel abashed at admitting that I have been in error. The
question is, whether the facts are sufficient to account for the

change, and whether the motives for it are pure and disin-

terested." After enumerating some of our national advantages,

he asked, " Is this the country which can only flourish in the

sickly artificial atmosphere of Protection ?
"

The second readmg of the Bill was carried on the 23rd of

March, and on the 23rd of May, after a discussion of perhaps

unexampled excitement in the House of Commons, the third

reading of the Corn Law Repeal Bill was carried by a majority

of 98. The Bill then went up to the House of Lords, and
mainly by the influence of the Duke of Wellington, the second

reading was carried by a majority of 47.

On the 26th June (the same day the Com Law Repeal Bill

finally passed in the House of Lords) the Government was
defeated on the Irish Arms Bill.
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Three days afterwards, the Duke of Wellington and Sir

Robert Peel announced—the former in the House of Lords,

and the latter in the House of Commons— that the Queen had
accepted the resignation of the Cabinet, and had directed Lord
John Russell to form a new administration.

Mr. Theodore Martin, in his " Life of the Prince Consort,"

writes as follows :
—"On the 27th of January Sir Robert Peel

developed in a series of resolutions his scheme of financial

policy, which included a total abolition of the Corn Law at the

end of three years. The magnitude of the interests involved

—the speculative uncertainty inseparable from so sweeping a

measure; the soreness of a great party at finding itself deserted,

as it thought, by its leader in a critical hour, and placed in a

minority by the defection of those with whom they had stood

for years shoulder to shoulder, introduced elements of passion

into the long debate that ensued, which a new generation

might find it hard to sympathise with, or even to understand.

Such was the fevered temper of the Opposition, that the

presence of Prince Albert in the House of Commons during

the premier's speech was construed into ' the unfair and unwise
manoeuvre of the minister to give the semblance of the per-

sonal sanction of Her Majesty to the Government measure.'

On the twelfth night of the debate. Lord George Bentinck said—
* If so humble an individual as myself might be permitted to

whisper a word in the ear of that illustrious and royal person-

age, who, as he stands nearest, so is he justly dearest to her

who sits upon the throne, I would take leave to say that I can-

not but think that he listened to ill advice, when, on the first

night of this great discussion, he allowed himself to be seduced
by the First Minister of the Crown, to come down to this.

House to usher in, to give eclat, and as it were, by reflection

from the Queen, to give the semblance of the personal sanction

of Her Majesty to a measure, which, be it for good or for evil,

a great majority at least of the landed aristocracy of England,

of Scotland, and of Ireland, imagine fraught with deep injury,

if not ruin, to them—a measure which, not confined in its

operation to this great class, is calculated to grind down count-

less smaller interests engaged in the domestic trades and in-

terests of the Empire, transferring the profits of all these

interests—English, Scotch, Irish, and Colonial, great and small

alike—from Englishmen, from Scotchmen, and from Irishmen,

to Americans, to Frenchmen, to Russians, to Poles, to Prus-

~I
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sians, and to Germans.' On the i6th of February, 1846,
Prince Albert wrote to Baron Stockmar as follows :

—
' Dear

Stockmar,—Here we are in the middle of the Corn Law
debate. Peel's opponents are 200 of his own party ; he car-

ries with him only go, and 180 Whigs and Radicals. He is

abused like the most disgraceful criminal, and the opinion is

generally current that the measure once through, the Oppo-
sition and the hostile 200 will seize some opportunity of eject-

ing him by a joint vote. This would be a great misfortune.

Peel shows boundless courage, and is in the best of spirits ; his

whole faculties are roused by the consciousness that he is at

this moment playing one of the most important parts in the

history of his country, and with this before him he says to him-
self, ' The Minister who settles the Corn Law is not so easily

turned out.'"

Large majorities in the two houses of Parliament had
thus sealed the fate of the Corn Law. Sir Robert Peel,

in his last speech on the subject, admitted, as we have seen,

that he might be taunted with having changed his opinion on
the Corn Laws. He said that again and again he had heard
from deputations most disastrous accounts of our manufactures

and commerce, the absence of employment and the starvation

among the working classes ; and at length, when the people of

Ireland were overtaken with fever and famine, the weight of

this large increase of responsibility overpowered him, and
severed him from his allegiance to the aristocracy. In taking

leave of office, and looking upon the repeal as a political party

measure, he said, " I must say, with reference to the honour-
able gentlemen opposite, as I say with reference to ourselves,

that neither party is justly entitled to the credit of these

measures. There has been a combination of parties, and that

combination, and the influence of Government, have led to

their ultimate success ; but the name which ought to be, and
which will be associated with the success of these measures, is

the name of the man who, acting, as I believe, from pure and
disinterested motives, has, with untiring energy, by appeals to

reason, enforced their necessity, with an eloquence the more to

be admired because it was unaffected and unadorned—the

name which ought to be associated with the success of these

measures is the name of Richard Cobden." Addressing the

Speaker of the House, he said, " Sir, I now close the address

which it has been my duty to make to the House, thanking
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them sincerely for the favour with which they have listened to

me in performing the last act of my official career." And he
added, " I shall leave a name execrated by every monopolist,

who, from less honourable motives, clamours for protection

because it conduces to his own individual benefit ; but it may
be that I shall also leave a name sometimes remembered with

expressions of good-will in the abodes of those whose lot it is

to labour, and to earn their daily bread by the sweat of their

brow, when they shall recruit their exhausted strength with

abundant and untaxed food, the sweeter because it is no longer

leavened by a sense of injustice."

At the Town Hall, Manchester, on the 2nd of July, 1846,

the final meeting of the League took place. The object of the

meeting was " for the purpose of considering what course the

League shall take, now that the Bill for the repeal of the Com
Law has received the royal assent." No fewer than 500 gen-

tlemen were present ; and for wealth, talent, and moral stand-

ing, it was perhaps such an assemblage as had seldom before

been congregated, even in this extraordinary movement. Mr.

George Wilson occupied the chair, and the following gentlemen
were on the platform :—Richard Cobden, M.P., John Bright,

M.P., J. Brotherton, M.P., Wm. Brown, the candidate for South
Lancashire, Wm. Rawson, treasurer of the League, W. R. Cal-

lander, Wm. Bickham, Henry Ashworth, W. R. Greg, the

Mayor of Bordeaux, J. B. Smith, A. Prentice, P. A. Taylor^ F.

Pennington, Wm. Rathbone of Liverpool, Henry Rawson, C.

J. S. Walker, R. H. Greg, R. R. R. Moore, Vi. B. Watkins,

Mayor of Manchester, John Cheetham, Douglas Jerrold of

London, Thos. Thomasson of Bolton, Robert Stuart, Alexr.

Henry, W. Biggs of Leicester, Edward Baines, jun., and Hamer
Stansfield of Leeds, Jacob Bright, Thomas Bazley, Richard

Johnson, Elkanah Armitage, Charles Cobden, P. R. Arrow-
smith of Bolton, Salis Schwabe, E. W. Watkin, Robert Hibbert,

Thomas Ashton, S. P. Robinson, Nathaniel Buckley of Ashton,

and many others.

The Chairman rose amidst loud cheering, and said, " Gen-
tlemen, I rejoice, as all members of this Association must do,

that we meet no longer to sharpen our weapons, or to prepare

to concentrate our forces for another attack upon that absurd

system of legislation which has for seven years invited our

special opposition. The Corn monopoly, thanks to the last

Bill which has passed the Legislature, has now its days dated
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and numbered ; although, perhaps, if the League had been in-

vited to prepare that measure, or if they had been consulted on
its preparation, they would not have allowed its prolongation

for a single day. Yet, as provision has been made for its final

extinction in 1849, and as all its horrors will be removed during
the time intervening, we propose to take a common-sense view
of the subject, and discuss it as if it were now altogether done
away with. It is due, then, to ourselves and to the public, who
have entrusted us with such unHmited authority during the last

seven years, that we should inquire whether, in the administra-

tion of their affairs, we have ever violated a single pledge, or

departed on one single occasion from the principles which it

was our duty to support. (Hear, hear.) We all know that the

only restrictive provisions of our organisation were these—that

we should seek on all occasions the total and unconditional

abolition of the Corn Law, and that we should seek it peace-

fully, legally, and constitutionally—(cheers)—that, on the one
hand, all men who joined this Association should join it, know-
ing that they would be privileged from being dragged into the

consideration of any other question ; and also that in doing so

they would be free from legal and penal responsibility." He
then reviewed the history of the League from its com-
mencement, and concluded by calling on Mr. Cobden, who
was received with most enthusiastic cheers, which lasted several

minutes.

Mr. Cobden said :
" Ii this were a meeting for any other

purpose than that of business, in the strictest sense of the word,

I am quite sure that I should feel more embarrassed at meeting
you on this than on any previous occasion ; for I feel myselt

oppressed with the consciousness of the importance of the

events we have been passing through lately, and of the great

interests which are involved in the present meeting ; and I am
sure I cannot do justice to the feelings which are now affecting

me. We are met here on the present occasion as the Council
of the League. We who are of the Executive purpose to

recommend, not that the League should be absolutely dissolved

in the strict sense of the word—and yet we propose to take

such steps as amount to a virtual dissolution, unless the Pro-

tectionist party should compel us again to revive our agitation.

We propose to ask from you the authority and instruction to wind
up and suspend the affairs of the League. We recommend
that you should pass a resolution, absolving all those gentlemen
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who have put their names down to the large guarantee fund,

and who have paid their first instalment, from any further

liability. We propose that you should pass a resolution,

authorising the gentlemen in Manchester who have acted on
the Executive Council of the League, in case they should see

any serious effort made by the monopoHsts to revive the system

of Protection, or to induce Parliament to retrace its steps, then

to request these gentlemen to call the League again into active

existence. Gentlemen, we have thought that by such a course

we shall fulfil our duty to the general body of subscribers, and
likewise our pledges to the public. We pledged ourselves not

to retire from this agitation, or to disband the League, until the

Corn Law should be immediately and totally abolished. We
are, therefore, not competent to dissolve this League. At the

same time I ought to say, that with reference to our practical

operations, it would be exceedingly difficult to draw a line

between a total and a partial suspension of the League. If we
continue active operations at all, it must be on a large scale,

and at an enormous expense. I do not think that you can

draw a distinction between ;!^5oo a week and nothing. We
have been spending during the last three years at least ;£"i,ooo

a week. Under these circumstances, I think it is a fair prac-

tical question to consider what can be the object gained, if we
continue the active agitation of the League. In two and a half

years the Corn Law will be abolished by an Act now upon
the statute-book ; and even if we entertained the supposition

that our agitation should be ever so successful out of doors, it

is hardly possible that in less than two years and a half we
should succeed in altering the law which now exists ; therefore

I do not see that any practical good can come from continuing

the agitation in any form whatever. (Hear, hear.) Many
people may say, * Are you safe in disbanding this great organ-

isation ; are you safe in taking off your uniform (if I may use

the expression), of casting aside your weapons of moral war-

fare ? Will not the Protectionists gain strength and confidence

if they see you abandon the field ?
' I am of opinion that there

is no danger of anything of the kind. (Hear, hear.) I look

upon it, that the mere boasting and vapouring of a few of the

less wise of the Protectionist party may be well excused by us.

It is quite natural that men who feel worsted in an argument,

and in all the tactics of political action during the last seven

years, should console themselves ' with the promises of what
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they will do in the next seven years. But I hold that we may
as soon expect to abolish Magna Charta, or do away with Trial

by Jury, or with the Test and Corporation Repeal Acts, or the

Catholic Emancipation Act, as ever to re-enact Protection as a
principle again in this country. (Cheers.) Some people say

that we occasionally go backwards in this country. I maintain

that we never go back after a question has been discussed and
sifted as ours has. (Hear, hear.) Such being our position, we
have very good grounds for congratulation on the present

occasion. I confess, I hardly know whom to thank, or how to

account for our present position ; there has been such a com-
bination of fortunate accidents, that I must confess that I am
disposed to thank that Providence which has overruled so

many apparently conflicting incidents for this great and mighty
good. (Hear, hear.) I believe, gentlemen, that we at all

events may say that, humbly speaking, we owe a debt of
gratitude to our gracious sovereign the Queen. (Hear, hear,

and cheers.) I beHeve it is not in strict etiquette to allude to

our Queen's personal views and feelings in any matter, but it is

well known that Her Majesty's predilections are strongly in

favour of the cause we have been agitating. Then there 's her

late first Minister. Well, gentlemen, along with our success we
have seen the downfall of that Minister. Some people say he
has lost office by giving us Free Trade. Well, if he has lost

office, he has gained a country. (Hear, hear.) For my own
part, I would rather descend into private life with that last

measure of his, which led to his discomfiture, in my hand, than

mount to the highest pinnacle of human power by any other

means. (Hear, hear.) Well then, amongst statesmen, we owe
a debt of gratitude to Lord John Russell. For myself, I

believe we owe it to his individual firmness that we had the

support of the Whig aristocracy at all in this measure. I am
anxious on this occasion that I should lose sight of nobody to

whom the country is indebted for the passing of these measures,

because I feel that there has been a disposition to make one of

us a great deal more a monopolist in this matter than he
deserves. (No, no.) I speak of myself, and I say, that when
I entered upon this career, I found the road very much pre-

pared ; mighty impediments had been removed by the labours

of others; there had been men preceding us who had been
toiling to beat down great prejudices, and destroy great

fallacies, and to prepare a. path for us, which we had simply to
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macadamise in order to win our way to victory. There are many
of these men here around me. I would not forget men who,
like the late Mr. Deacon Hume, Mr. Macgregor, Mr. Porter, in

the privacy of their closets, furnished the world with statistics,

arguments, and facts, which, after all, have swayed mankind
more than any declamation or appeals to the passions can
possibly do. There is one man especially whom I wish not
to forget; it is Colonel Thompson. (Hear, hear.) Colonel
Thompson has made larger pecuniary sacrifices for Free Trade
than any other man livmg, and we all know that his contri-

butions in an intellectual point of view have been invaluable to

us—we will not, therefore, forget the worthy Colonel amidst
our congratulations amongst each other.

*' I believe we are now at an era which, in social importance,
has not had its equal in the last t8oo years. I believe that

there is no event that has ever happened in the world's history,

which, in a moral and social point of view, is more favourable

to the enduring interests of humanity than the establishment of

the principle of Free Trade—I don't mean in a pecuniary point

of view merely, or as a principle applied to England alone ; but
we have a principle established now which is eternal in its truth

and universal in its application, and which must be applied in

all nations and throughout all times, and applied not simply to

commerce, but to every item of the tariffs of the world; and
if we are not mistaken in thinking that our principles are true,

be assured that those results will follow, and at no very distant

period. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) Why, gentlemen, it is a
world's revolution, and nothing else, and every meeting we have
held (and this is probably the League's last meeting) may
be looked back upon as the germ of a movement which will

ultimately comprehend the whole world in its embrace.
(Cheers.) I see and feel, and have always felt, the great

social and moral importance of this great question. I believe

that many who have taken an active part in this question have
been influenced solely by its moral and social consequences.
Having known what I do of my fellow-countrymen who have
been engaged in this agitation—men who are the salt of this

land, and who are active whenever any good is to be accom-
plished—I shall never despair of their moral power to conduct
the good ship of the State through whatever storm may arise.

I am going to be egotistical ; but I will say that, so far as I

myself am concerned—so far as my tastes go, a relief from a
O 2
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life of active agitation will not be unacceptable to me. (Hear,
hear.) I ought, in order to enjoy the full pleasure of an
agitator, to be differently constituted ; and I don't think nature
ever intended me for that line. (Laughter.) I say, most un-
affectedly, that I entered upon the career of agitation without
the slightest idea that it would ever conduct me to the point at

which I have arrived. (Hear, hear.) I had not the most
distant idea of it. I don't think circumstances would have
warranted me in taking the step eight years ago, if I could
have seen what it would lead to. We got into the groove, and
were pushed along, and we found ourselves carrying a train of

good hardy spirits, who would not leave us; and by their

support we were impelled forward at an accelerated speed, and
with constantly increased sympathy. Well, gentlemen, for

myself, you will hardly credit it, when I say I have precisely

the same feeling now with respect to the ordeal of public

meetings that I had when I began this agitation. It is a
matter of great reluctance and difficulty for me to appear
before an audience at all. (Hear, hear.) Many people would
think that we all had our reward in the applause and eclat of
public meetings ; but I declare upon my honour that it is not
so with me, for the inherent reluctance I have to address
public meetings is so great that I don't even get up to present

a petition to the House of Commons without reluctance. I

therefore hope I may be believed when I say, that if this

agitation terminates now, it will be very acceptable to my
feelings ; but if there should be in the future the same neces-

sity, then the feeling which has impelled me to take the part I

have done will equally impel me to a new agitation—aye, and
with tenfold more vigour, after having had a little time to

recruit my strength. (Cheers.) V/ell, gentlemen, we are going
to dissolve ; those good spirits with whom I have associated

must disband, and I am not quite sure that it is not wise and
proper that it should be so. We have been kept together for

seven years without one single dispute, without anything to

cause the slightest alienation. We have had the bond of free-

masonry and brotherhood so closely knit about us, that I don't

think there has been a keen word in the happy family of the

Anti-Corn-Law League. (Cheers.) Well, that is the spirit in

which we should break off. Were we to continue our agitation

when the object for which we were associated is gone, I am afraid

that the demon of discord would be getting in among us. It is
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in nature so. It is morally necessary, that when an organised

body has performed its functions, it must pass into a new state

of existence, and become differently organised. We are dis-

persing our elements to be ready for any other good work, and
it is nothing but good work that will be attempted by good
Leaguers. (Cheers.) Our body will (so to speak) perish,

but our spirit is abroad, and will pervade all the nations of

the earth. (Renewed cheers.) It will pervade all the nations

of the earth, because it is the spirit of truth and justice, because

it is the spirit of peace and good-will amongst men. (Cheers.)
" I move, * That an Act of Parliament having been passed

providing for the abolition of the Corn Law in February, 1 849,
it is deemed expedient to suspend the active operations of the

Anti-Corn-Law League ; and the Executive Council in Man-
chester is hereby requested to take the necessary steps for

making-up and closing the affairs of the League with as little

delay as possible.'

"

Mr. Bright rose to second the resolution, and was greeted

with loud cheers. He spoke as follows :
—" I need not say

that I participate to the fullest extent in the feelings which have
been expressed by Mr. Cobden—feelings which must arise, I

believe, in the hearts of most of us when we contemplate the

fact that this is in all probability the last meeting of the Anti-

Corn-Law League. (Hear, hear.) I am at this moment
impressed with a feeling of the greatest possible delight, that

the object for which we have been banded together is at length

accomplished ; but that feeling is tinged with one of another

character, when I remember that in all probability we are

about to separate finally from friends with whom we have been
long connected, and that we have no longer in pursuit an
object which has been the most cherished of our lives. At
such a meeting as this, and in such circumstances, I would be
the very last man to utter one syllable of unworthy exultation

over those who have been defeated. (Hear, hear.) But I am
of opinion that this final meeting may have some result beyond
that of merely determining to wind up the affairs of the League

;

that by it we may point a moral, and learn a lesson ; that we
may contemplate the past, and to some extent look into the

future. (Hear, hear.) To the public, to those men especially

who don't think very deeply, the object of the League is

accomplished when the Corn Law is repealed ; but if a thinking

and philosophic mind were asked what the League has done, I
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am of opinion that his answer would include many other points

and many other things beyond the repeal of a particular statute.

(Hear, hear.) The public have learned that there is nothing

that can be held out to the intelligent people of this kingdom
which is so calculated to stimulate them to action, to united

and persevering action, as a great and sacred principle like

that which was espoused by the League. (Hear, hear.) They
have learned that there is in public opinion a power much
greater than that which resides in any particular form of

Government ; that although you have in this kingdom a system
of Government which is called ' popular ' and ' representative,'

—a system which is somewhat clumsily contrived, and which
works with many jars and joltings—that still, under the impulse
of a great principle, with great labour and with great sacrifices,

all those obstacles are overcome, so that out of a machine
especially contrived for the contrary, justice and freedom is at

length achieved for the nation; and the people have learned

something beyond this, namely, that the way to freedom is

henceforward not through violence and bloodshed. (Hear,

hear, and loud cheers.) This Anti-Corn-Law League will

henceforth stand before the world as the sign of a new order of

things. Until now, this country has been ruled by the class of

great proprietors of the soil. Every one must have foreseen

that, as trade and manufactures extended, the balance of power
would, at some time or other, be thrown into another scale.

Well, that time has come—(hear, hear)—and the rising of this

League seven years ago was sufficient to have pointed out to

any statesman that the power of the landed aristocracy had
reached its height, and that henceforth it would find a rival to

which eventually it must become subjected. (Cheers.) We
have been living through a revolution without knowing it. In

1833 the House of Lords deemed itself a power in the State,

irresponsible except to heaven, and able to say absolutely

whether a law should pass or not. The House of Lords now
makes no such pretensions. Lord Stanley declared, 'God
forbid that your lordships should set yourselves against the

clearly-expressed will of the people ;
' and I heard (for I

listened to most of their debates on this question)—I heard
several other members of the House of Peers make use of

very similar expressions. I say that the vast population of

Lancashire and Yorkshire—with their interests, their morality,

and their union—must exercise an immense influence upon
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all future legislation in this kingdom, and that the direction of

future legislation must be in accordance with the prevailing

sentiments of these two counties ; and there is not a man
in the kingdom knows this better than Sir Robert Peel. There
is no man more likely to know it, for he was born amongst
us ; and I confess that in looking at the course which he has

pursued during the last session, I have felt some satisfaction

that the man who came forward to give the finishing stroke to

that gigantic monopoly which we have opposed, should have
been a man born amongst us, sprung from the trade of this

district, of a family who have done much to create and extend
the industry of this district, and the wealth of whose family has

to be traced entirely to that industry. (Hear, hear). At the

commencement of the present session Sir Robert Peel showed
that he knew where lay the power of this kingdon. When the

address was to be moved—an address almost pledging the

House of Commons to sanction some great measure of com-
mercial reform—the members chosen to move and second that

address were the members for the West Riding of Yorkshire

and for South Lancashire (hear, hear) ; and I am certain that

henceforth a representative from these districts will have a large

influence in the House of Commons ; and that as the spirit

which is now originated extends and becomes perpetual, we
shall have a much better representation for these districts than

we ever had before ; and that members for these counties will

take the position in the House of Commons, as well as in the

country, which their constituents take out of doors. I said we
have been living in a revolution, and I am prepared to maintain

it. Not such a revolution as that which we were charged with

wishing to make. We all recollect the seditions, the con-

spiracies, and the ulterior objects, the democracy, the revolu-

tion, the destruction of property, and all the other things,

which were laid to the charge of this National Anti-Corn-Law
League. I put it to the meeting, Is the Crown less popular
now than it was seven years ago ? (Cries of ' no,' and cheers.)

Is not the Queen as safe in the occupation of her throne,

without any aspirant, without any one to envy or to slander

her, as she ever was at any time? (Hear, hear). Even the

House of Lords itself, I believe, stands at this moment
infinitely better in the respect and the aff"ections of the people
than it has done for many years. (Cheers.) We don't look at

the House of Lords now as a body which is either ignorantly
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or wickedly maintaining a law which we believe to be unjust

to millions of the people. We look upon it as a House
tending—unfortunately sometimes too much—to moderate the

legislation of another House, which nobody, I think, will

contend goes on too fast for us; but I must confess that I

have a greater respect for the House of Lords, from watching
their passing of this Bill, and the manner in which they have
passed it, than I ever had at any former period. (Cheers.)

And of the House of Commons also we may have a better

opinion ; for notwithstanding we had so few votes before the

Peel conversion, yet there can be no doubt that a very large

number, almost every one of the men who have come round
with Sir R. Peel, had been before wholly or partially convinced
of the necessity for the measures which he has introduced, and
were only prevented from helping us because they were bound
in by those fetters of party by which so much good is often

prevented, and I must say also by which so much good is

often accomplished. I believe this country also is in a much
better position now than it was when our agitation commenced,
because I believe the effect of all our writing and speaking

has been to create a greater reverence for law—not for bad
law, but for justice ; for we have taught that justice between
man and man is really the principle on which legislation ought
to take place. (Cheers).

" We need not raise rhonuments of stone, or of brass, or of

any such durable material, to the honour of this League.

(Hear, hear.) If we have not been mistaken during the seven

years we have worked, if we are not mistaken now—and I think

I may say for all who have been working in this cause, that we
not only do not believe that we are mistaken, but we are

confirmed in our conviction, that we shall find the result of

this measure in extended freedom and increased security, not
only for property, but for labour, and for the rewards and
enjoyments which are procured by labour; and I trust and
believe—I speak conscientiously, and after years of considera-

tion—I believe that we have cleared away the greatest obstacle

in the path of the people ; that we now stand on the threshold

of a new career ; and that if the spirit, the energy, and the

intelligence, the great and noble qualities of which we boast

ourselves the possessors, and which to some extent have been
exhibited in the working of this League—if we still bring those

qualities into action, I know not that there is any height to
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which this nation may not aspire ; and I know not but that in

all good things we may lead forward other nations on the same
career," (Great and prolonged cheering).

The resolution was then put, and carried unanimously,

amidst loud cheers.

Mr. R. H. Greg was next called upon, and moved the

following resolution :
—" That after payment of the first instal-

ment, the subscribers of the ;^25o,ooo League fund be released

from all further liabilities."

I seconded the resolution, and said :
" It has been my duty

more than my pleasure to address you on former occasions,

and on the last occasion it was for the purpose of proposing

that the sum of ;£"25o,ooo should be raised for the purpose of

obtaining the abolition of the Com Law. I now congratulate

you that the work has been done for one-fifth of the sum.

(Loud applause.) I have greater pleasure in rising to take

part in these proceedings than in any former case, because I

believe it may be the last time on which I shall have occasion

to appeal to the public. I shall be thankful to take leave of

public life, if I may be permitted to do so ; and I am thankful

that the residue of my time may be spent in the domestic sphere,

instead of being, as it has been for some years, in political

agitation. (Applause.) In conclusion, I would briefly refer to

the period when we were first banded together. For several

years previous to 1837 we had abundant harvests, good trade,

prosperity, and comfort; and for several years after we had
the reverse of that state of things. We found merchants and
manufacturers engaged in trade, who, without any cause or

sensible reason, so far as they themselves were concerned, found

their prosperity wasted, their business destroyed, and them-

selves driven into the Gazette without any charge of dishonesty

;

and in this way a wreck of property took place which was
painful to behold. (Hear, hear.) And we saw, also, that the

working classes were brought to want and suffering. In fact,

then was the time when it was said, ' Human food was very

dear, and flesh and blood were cheap.' (Hear, hear.) At that

time we associated together for the purpose of repealing the

laws which, we believed, brought these inflictions upon us.

It may appear that seven or eight years is a long time to be
engaged in controversy, in order to bring about what was
merely an act of justice. (Hear, hear.) But let us consider

the elements we have had at command to effect our object.
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We were an association formed for the most part of commercial
people, unlearned in agitation and unskilled in logic and
rhetoric, and lacking those arts of oratory which our opponents
possessed ; and therefore it was hardly to be expected that we
should accompHsh a result such as we have now achieved in

even so short a time as eight years. (Applause.) Gentlemen,
it is now seen that business industry, with a good cause, can
beat titled power with a bad one. (Cheers.) We now know
our strength—it behoves us not to use it heedlessly and im-

properly, but, at the same time, not to hesitate to use it on all

proper occasions. The League has now finished its work, and
in taking leave of it, I will adopt the language used by one of

our distinguished converts on a recent occasion, namely, that

the name of the League will live in the execration of mono-
polists, but that it will be gratefully remembered in the homes of

toiling labour (hear, hear) ; and that when the workman comes
to refresh his strength with food, it may be all the sweeter

because it has not been leavened with taxation." (Cheers.)

The resolution was carried with applause.

Mr. William Brown, of Liverpool, rose amidst loud and
prolonged cheering, and moved the following resolution :

—

" That in case any serious attempt be made by the Protec-

tionist party to induce the Legislature to retrace its steps, or to

prevent the final extinction of the Corn Law in February, 1849,
the gentlemen who have hitherto so ably fulfilled the duties of

the Executive Council, be hereby authorised to call the League
into renewed existence."

Mr. John Cheetham, Stalybridge, seconded the resolution,

which was carried with much applause.

Mr. Robert Hyde Greg having taken the chair, Mr. Cobden
again rose, and after referring in complimentary terms to the

services of the Hon. C. P. Villiers, M.P., said :
— " There are a

number of gentlemen who, during the last seven years and a
half, have been almost daily in attendance at the League rooms
in NewalFs Buildings ; and, let us bear in mind, that for the

first two or three years there was no eclat^ no applause, none of

the power which we now enjoy. (Hear, hear.) We sat in a

small room, with a dingy red curtain drawn across that we
might not feel chilled by the paucity of our numbers. (Cheers

and laughter.) Two or three gentlemen were all that were

there on one occasion, and I recollect smiling, and saying to

my friend Prentice, ' What a lucky thing the monopolists can-
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not draw aside that curtain, and see how many of us there are

;

for if they could, they wouldn't be much frightened.' (Cheers

and laughter.) Now, it will give you an idea of the almost

unheard-of labours of these men, if I tell you the number of

times that half a dozen of them have attended meetings of the

Council, and had their names recorded on the minutes of pro-

ceedings. There is our friend, George Wilson, the chairman,

1,361 times (loud cheers) ; Mr. Prentice, who stands next,

1,127 times (loud cheers); Mr. Samuel Lees, 863 times

(loud cheers) ; Mr. Rawson, 601 times (loud cheers) ; Mr. T.

Woolley, 485 times (loud cheers) ; Mr. W. Bickham, 474
times (loud cheers) ; Mr. W. Evans, 444 times (loud cheers)

;

and Mr. Henry Rawson, 258 times (loud cheers)." Mr.

Cobden then referred to the services of Mr. George Wilson,

saying, " Seven years ago I pressed Mr. Wilson to allow us to

give him, in his office as chairman of the Council of the League,

a stipend ; and although we were then poor, and hardly knew
where to raise funds for our humble agitation, I proposed to

him to receive ;£soo a year, to abstract himself from business,

and give his attention almost exclusively to the League affairs.

As our friends increased, we pressed upon him to accept

;£"i,ooo a year. Both these offers were refused. Gentlemen,

the services of Mr. Wilson have not been on the surface, like

those of some of us. He has had the labours of this body
entirely under his control—and the practical details of the

business of the League have been entirely under the care of

Mr. Wilson ; and I will say, after seeing many public men, and

knowing something of public business, that I never met with a

man who possesses such instinctive sagacity in ascertaining the

principles and motives which actuate men, and such a compre-

hensive power of dealing with matters of business, as my friend

Mr. Wilson, Now, I believe we shall have in our power, after

meeting all engagements, the means of pressing upon his

acceptance the receipt of a sum of not less than ;£"i 0,000.

(Loud and repeated shouts of applause.) I have not said a

word to him as to his feeUngs in this matter, but my friend

Mr. Wilson possesses sound common sense, and is not a

churlish man (laughter), and I therefore hope that he will not

refuse us the satisfaction of paying this tribute to his worth."

(Loud cheers.) I therefore move

—

" ' That this meeting views with feelings of unfeigned satis-

faction and admiration the long, arduous, and invaluable ser-
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vices rendered to the League by the Chairman of its Council, Mr.
George Wilson, and hereby authorises the Executive Council

to present to him, and to ask him to accept, a sum of not

less than ^10,000, to be paid out of the funds of the League.'"

Mr. Archibald Prentice seconded the resolution, and it

was carried with acclamation, in the most enthusiastic manner,
all the members of the Council standing up and cheering voci-

ferously.

Mr. Rathbone, of Liverpool, briefly moved :
—" That the

members of the Executive Council of the League are entitled

to the warmest gratitude of the League, and of the country,

for their high-principled, laborious, and most successful exer-

tions, during the seven years of our constitutional agitation
;

and that a committee be appointed, consisting of Joseph
Brotherton, Esq., M.P., and such gentlemen as he may asso-

ciate with himself, to determinate on some suitable memorial to

be presented to those gentlemen out of the funds of the League.'*

Mr. Wm. Biggs, of Leicester, seconded the resolution, and
it was carried with applause.

The Chairman :
" As no other gentleman has anything to

address to this meeting, it is now my duty to say that the Anti-

Corn-Law League stands conditionally dissolved."

A deep silence followed this announcement for a few

seconds, when some one called out for " three cheers," and
Mr. Cobden rising, said :

'' I don't think we can get up a

cheer (hear, hear), for, as I have just been observing to my
friends on my right and left, I never felt so ' flat ' in all my life.

(Laughter.) I never heard speeches that fell so flat, and never

saw an audience that looked so flat as the audience of to-day.

It is right it should be so, for we have been celebrating the

obsequies of the League. We began in solemnity, and we end
in solemnity. (Hear, hear.) The world will see, at all events,

that whatever else we may be, we are earnest men who have

engaged in this work. (Hear, hear.) If you would like to

have a cheer, let us try if we can't get up a few sepulchral ones.

(Loud cries of 'hear, hear,' and laughter.) Come, I'll be your

fugleman." The right honourable gentleman then led off", and
was followed with right goodwill by the meeting, in very loud,

prolonged, and effective cheering.
" The Queen " was then named, and the mention of Her

Majesty's name was received with a long and hearty burst of

applause ; and the meeting then separated.
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In September, 1845, Mr. Edmund Potter and Mr. Thomas
Hunter, two of Mr. Cobden's most intimate friends, waited

upon me at " The Oaks," with the view of advising him to

retire from ParHament, in order that he might devote his whole
attention to his business, which had suffered so much by his

continued absence as to cause great anxiety to his friends as

well as to himself. He had, some time previously, retired from

the partnership with Mr. Sheriff and Mr. Foster, and had re-

moved to the Print Works at Cross Hall ; and he had entrusted

the practical management of the business to two of his brothers,

who were comparatively inexperienced in the trade, and hence
came his pecuniary troubles. At a second meeting on this

matter Mr. Cobden was present, but no decision was then

arrived at. Just at this time the country was thrown into a
state of alarm at the prevalence of the potato disease in Ireland

;

and at such a crisis our sympathies, as well as our patriotic

feelings, became awakened to the vital importance of maintain-

ing Mr. Cobden's position and influence in Parliament. The
assurances and advice of a small circle of friends removed all

anxiety from his mind, and he at once re-entered with alacrity

and confidence upon his mission, and with what success has

already been told.

But the foregoing facts may serve to show to some extent

what were the pecuniary and other sacrifices which Mr. Cobden
found himself called upon to make for the repeal of the Corn
and Provision Laws ; and it may also be added, that in order

to show their appreciation of his services, a portion of his

countrymen raised a voluntary contribution, amounting to

^76,759 14s. The list is here appended :

—
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COBDEN TESTIMONIAL FUND.
SUBSCRIPTIONS .

LANCASHIRE.

£
25,318

Lyne

Manchester
Liverpool
Ashton-under
Bolton .

Bury
Oldham
Preston
Accrington
Bacup .

Burnley
Blackburn
Rochdale
Lancaster
Darwen
Clitheroe

Todmorden
Sabden

.

Rawtenstall

Eccles .

Wigan .

Warrington
Fairfield .

Contributions from
other parts of Lan

. cashire . . .

YORKSHIRE
Leeds . .

Huddersfield
Halifax . .

Bradford .

Sheffield .

Contributions from
other places in

Yorkshire . . .

Cheshire .

Devonshire
Cumberland
Sussex . .

"Warwickshire

Worcestershire

5,170

4,119
1,392

967
825
724
676
5"
463
347
314
239
232
208
203
200
200
200

157
105
IOC

s. d.

3 9
18 5

o

9
3
6
o
6

o
o
6

9
6

o
o

3
o
o
o
6

o
o

997 o

713 15

605 o

591 6

398 18

364 10 4

46,043 6 o

592 15 6

3,898 15 9

2,799 o 3

39 15 10

543 19 o
26 6 o

1,284 2 o
160 9 o

Carried forward ;^4>853 12 i

Brought forward

Westmoreland .

Norfolk. . . .

Leicestershire . .

Wiltshire . . .

Lincolnshire . .

Gloucestershire (in

eluding Bristol)

Somersetshire.

Dorset, Cambridge,
and Herts . ,

Middlesex (outside of

London).
Nottinghamshire

.

Staffordshire . ,

Shropshire. . .

Hereford, Essex, and
Bucks

Derbyshire. . .

Oxfordshire . .

Hants ....
Bedfordshire . .

Surrey ....
Northumberland .

Durham . . ,

Northamptonshire &
Kent ....

Edinburgh. . . .

Dundee and Forfar-

shire

Paisley

Glasgow ....
Contributions from

other parts of

Scotland . . .

From Wales . .

,, Ireland . .

,, Holland

,, France .

,, Isle of Wight

£ s-

4,853 12

243 19
226 19

515 2

72 4
14 o

20 I

593 3

59 3
38 15

19 12

140 o
124 5

107 7

530
46

4,206

372 10

539 10 9
97 2 o

27 18 6

400 II 8

525 7 3
149 o o

655 II o

12 6 o

9,435 18 I

313 4 4

5,468 10 8

127 I 6
6 10 o
10 10 o

330
2 10 o

;^I49 14. 6
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The net amount of the foregoing Subscriptions 64,996 5 o
Net amount of the London Subscriptions . . 11, 763 9 o

Total of Subscriptions . . . . £l(),1S9 H o

R. H. GREG, 1

GEORGE WILSON, I Treasurers.
WM. RAWSON, J

Examined and found correct, by
HENRY ASHWORTH,
SALIS SCHWABE, '

Auditors.

The following is Mr. Cobden's acknowledgment :

—

TO THE SUBSCRIBERS TO THE COBDEN TESTIMONIAL
FUND.

My Friends,—The Treasurers having placed at my disposal the

amount of " The Cobden Testimonial Fund," particulars of which are given

in the accompanying pages, the agreeable duty now devolves upon me of

offering you my grateful acknowledgments for your munificent con-

tributions. At the time of the dissolution of the Anti-Corn-Law League
circumstances had determined me to withdraw from public life, and to

devote myself, for some time, to the exclusive care of my private affairs,

when the proposal, which was unexpectedly made, to raise a fund for me
by public subscription, and the generous response with which it was met
from all parts of the kingdom, induced me to abandon my determination.

Since my return from the Continent, I have, by the advice of my friends,

withdrawn altogether from the risks and anxieties of business. By this

arrangement I have incurred some heavy sacrifices ; but, through your
liberality, I am left in possession of an ample competence.

Whilst acknowledging that it is by your bounty alone that I am placed

in a position to be able to devote myself to public business, I think it fair

to guard you from being held responsible for my future career. I accept

the testimonial at your hands with the understanding that it commits the

donors to an approval of my Free-Trade principles only, and that it leaves

you at liberty to take an unfettered course on all other public questions.

Having secured my independence, you have a right to expect that, in all

matters affecting the public interests, I shall act up to the dictates of a
conscientious conviction—that I shall not become the slave of a party, the

parasite of the great, or the flatterer of the people ; and in these expecta-

tions you shall not be disappointed. Happy indeed shall I be to find that

my opinions generally have the sanction of your approbation. I have
entered upon this explanation solely to prevent any attempt hereafter

to place you in a false position for want of a frank understanding upon our
future political relationship. Let it not be thought for a moment that this

candour is incompatible with the most profound and grateful sense of your
generosity. 1 feel an inexpressible pride in owing my fortune to the
spontaneous contributions of my countrymen.
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To be thus exalted by you, as a successful labourer in the cause of
Free Trade, is a distinction that I would not relinquish for all the honours
or rewards bestowed upon successful conquerors.

With the sincerest wishes for your happiness,

I remain, my friends.

Your obliged and faithful servant,

London^ May lyd^ 1848. Richard Cobden.

The Whig Ministry of Lord John Russell, after many
vicissitudes, was compelled to resign on the 20th of February,

1852. It was defeated on the Militia Bill, by a coalition of a

section of the Whig party, headed by Lord Palmerston, with

the Protectionists ; and therefore the Ministry resigned its

functions. Lord Derby was then called in, and formed a
ministry which was Protectionist to the backbone.

This event, which was already provided for by the reso-

lutions at the final meeting of the League, in 1846, led to the

principal friends of the League in Manchester being called

together at a few hours' notice. After speeches by Mr. George
Wilson, Mr. J. C. Dyer, Mr. Alderman Harvey, Mr. P. R.
Arrowsmith, myself, and others, showing the reality of the

danger, that the settlement of the Corn Law question, effected

by Sir Robert Peel, and upheld by the Russell Administration,

would be tampered with by the new Government, it was unani-

, mously resolved :

—

j

" That the gentlemen forming the Executive Council of the

:late Anti-Corn-Law League be requested to watch the pro-

ceedings of the new administration, and, should the necessity

arise, call together the parties who formed the general Council

of the League."

That the danger was not magnified, the following extract

.

from Lord Derby's declaration in the House of Lords, on the

27th February, will show :—Lord Derby said :
" That looking

to our fiscal system, it was fairly open to revision. The tariff

of the United States levied duties upon imports, and mainly on
those articles which came into competition with their own
produce. We had proceeded on a different system, admitting

some foreign articles free, and imposing duties upon others

which came into general consumption. In his opinion, whilst

imposing duties upon other articles of import, there was no
reason why the single one of corn should be omitted ; but this

was a question which could only be solved by an appeal to the
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country. A change so great could only be dealt with by a

Government strong in the confidence of the country. In the

other House he knew the Government were in a minority, and
he knew not whether in this House he should have a majority,

but at this period of the year he should be unwilling to inter-

rupt the sittings of the other House."
The necessity for immediate action having thus become

apparent, the following circular was addressed to all Free-

Traders who had taken an interest or prominent part in the

agitation against the Corn Laws :

—

Newall's Buildings, Manchester, Feb. 25th, 1852.
Dear Sir,—The accession of the Earl of Derby to office, pledged to

an attempt to restore the Corn Law, is now a fact beyond dispute. The
question which the country and the Parliament of 1846 decided is to be re-

opened, and the verdict of the English people is again to be demanded.
No time should be lost in preparing for the struggle, which is now in-

evitable. It will not be a long contest, but it will be decisive, for on it

depend the liberties and the future tranquillity of our country.

I am instructed by a preliminary meeting of gentlemen, in whom the
friends of Free Trade have heretofore confided, to summon a meeting of all

those who may be disposed to join them, with a view to deciding upon such
steps as may be necessary to defeat the mad and wicked attempt to re-

impose a tax upon corn, and thus to limit the supply of food to the popula-
tion of the United Kingdom.

The meeting will be held in Newall's Buildings on Tuesday next,

March 2nd, at three o'clock. Mr. Cobden, Mr. Bright, Mr. Gibson, Mr.
Kershaw, and other gentlemen, will be present ; and you are earnestly in-

vited to meet them, with a view to consultation, and to such further

proceedings as the circumstances may require.

I am, dear sir, very respectfully yours, &c.,

George Wilson.

The Manchester Examiner and Times^ reporting the meeting
called by the above circular, said :

" Yesterday afternoon, at

three o'clock, we found ourselves in the crush of a throng of

the principal friends of Free Trade, who had come from various

parts of the country, and who were crowding into the large

room of Newall's Buildings. It had been agreed, at a meeting^

held immediately after Lord Derby's accession to power, to

reconstitute the ' Anti-Corn-Law League ' as soon as he gave
such a declaration of opinion as might produce conviction that

such a step was necessary. His speech, delivered on Friday
evening in the House of Lords, showed his principles to be
unchanged. The members of ' the Council of the League,' and
its chief supporters, were therefore summoned together as of
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yore, and the great meeting of yesterday was held. On enter-

ing the room we found it completely filled, and saw on the

platform a number of gentlemen well known in this locality,

and distinguished by their influential position in society, by
their extensive manufacturing and commercial establishments,

and also by their wealth, talent, and energy. There sat George
Wilson in the old chair. Around him were Messrs. Cobden,
Bright, Gibson, Henry, Heywood, Kershaw, Hindley, and
Milligan—all members of Parliament, with many tried and
trusted chiefs of the Free Trade movement from Liverpool,

Huddersfield, Bradford, Sheffield, and other places—men of

the widest diversity of opinion in other matters. And ministers

of the Gospel were there, to testify that religion would be
invoked to struggle against the reversal of a righteous policy,

which had already greatly promoted the interests of knowledge
and morality—the diffusion of the principles and influences of

true Christianity. Every one in the meeting seemed to be
gratified with the sight of faces which were familiar in former

days, and to be elated with the demonstration of peaceful

power, which visibly declared that the men who were there

would keep what they had won. And to show that words and
arguments were not alone to be employed, but that means to

convey and apply them would be furnished in all needful

abundance, the contributions of money, which, above every-

thing else, evince determination and power, began to be given.

Every announcement of a thousand pounds seemed to impart

additional animation to the meeting, and every shout that was
raised was to our ears the sound of another nail driven into the

coffin of Protection."

Mr. George Wilson, the chairman, on rising, was received

with frequently-renewed cheering. He spoke as follows :

—

" Gentlemen,—We have taken the liberty of convening the

Council of the late Anti-Com-Law League, and the friends of

Free Trade generally, to confer together upon the present

important aspect of the question. (Hear, hear.) I think you
will agree with me that nothing less than a matter of the

greatest importance could justify us in once more summoning
together the Council of that constitutional body, which some
time ago closed its labours, under the impression that it would
never more be required to be called into existence. (Hear,

hear.) But we have to deal now, not with a Conservative

Administration as such—for the members of the Council of
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the League repudiate the smallest allusion to party politics,

whoever may hold the reins of office—but we have to deal

with Lord Derby, not as the head of a Conservative Adminis-

tration, but as the head of a Protectionist Government, sur-

rounded and supported, from first to last, by members who are

pledged, and have been pledged for years past, to the restora-

tion of Protection (cheers) ; and if any further justification

could be required for the convening of this meeting in the

middle of a market day, it must be found in the meeting itself.

(Cheers.) I need not tell you that, previous to taking such

an important step as this, we took counsel and advice from

all those excellent friends of the League who, during our seven

years of work, afforded us their support, their advice, and their

concurrence ; and from all of them, as far as we are at present

in receipt of communications—and we have had an ample

supply—there has come but one opinion, and that is, to advise

you to-day to take into consideration the propriety of reconsti-

tuting the League under the rules and regulations which for-

merly governed it. (Loud cheers.) A resolution to this effect

is not the only one that will be submitted for your considera-

tion, and, I hope, for your unanimous adoption. A preliminary

meeting was held last night, at which, after the fullest discussion,

it was agreed to recommend certain resolutions to you to-day
;

and in order that each of you may have an opportunity of

considering them, I will take the liberty of reading them at

once." The Chairman concluded by reading the resolutions,

and called upon Mr. Cobden to propose the first of them,

which was as follows :

—

" That an administration having been formed, committed

by every pledge that can bind the honour of public men to

attempt to re-impose a duty on com, it is resolved, that the

Anti-Corn-Law League be reconstituted under the rules and
regulations by which that body was formerly organised."

Mr. Cobden said :
—"Gentlemen, when we in 1846 resolved

to lay down our arms, and to commit suicide as an Anti-Corn-

Law League, it was said, even by our enemies, that the fairest

and best part of all our conduct was the close of our existence.

Everybody admitted that the Anti-Corn-Law League had kept

faith with the world at large—that we did not seek to divert the

influence and power which we had obtained by the successful

advocacy of our one question, to be the means of aggrandising

any individual, or any bodies of men, in any other direction. I

p 2
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can say for myself, and I am sure, too, I can say for all those

around me, that so far as concerns any influence we acquired,

by having been mainly instrumental in placing a new government
in power, we have never sought at the hands of any government
any recompense or reward, official or otherwise ; we have never

sought to obtain influence over any administration, nor in any
way to use the power which we obtained through your confi-

dence and kindness to promote any personal objects. (Cheers.)

I say this now, because in appearing before you, and proposing

to take part, if you think proper, in renewed efforts for main-

taining the ground we have already won on this question, I in-

tend to pursue entirely the same course as in former times. I

have no other object in view, and no wish to serve any party

of politicians. If we renew our eflbrt, it shall be under the

same rules and regulations which led us triumphantly to victory

on the last occasion. We will strictly confine ourselves to the

object for which we have met together. I solemnly declare for

myself, that in the most exaggerated flights of fancy, I never

expected so great a result from the labours of the League as has

been witnessed during the last four years. (Cheers.) Take for

instance a single fact, which comprises almost our main case.

Since the day when we laid down our arms there has been im-

ported into this country in grain and flour of all kinds an
amount of human subsistence equal to upwards of 50,000,000

of quarters of grain—a larger quantity than had been imported

from foreign countries during the 31 years preceding 1846, that

is, from the Peace of 181 5 down to the time at which we
brought our labours to a close. Now, gentlemen, in that one
fact is comprised our case. You have had, at the lowest com-
putation, 5,000,000 of your countrymen, or countrywomen, or

children, subsisting on the corn that has been brought from

foreign countries. And what does that say ? What does it say

of the comfort you have brought to the homes of those fami-

lies? What does it say of the peace and prosperity, and
serenity of domestic life in those houses, where 50,000,000 of

quarters of grain extra have been introduced, and where, but

for your exertions, the inmates might have been left either in

hopeless penury, or subsisting on potatoes ? But I need not

go into statistics to show what the beneficial consequences have

been ;
you may see for yourselves your triumph in the nation's

eyes, you may read it in the countenances of the people of all

classes, you may trace it in their improved clothing, and in their
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improved habits—you may see it in the diminished pauperism
and crime throughout the whole country. You may see it in

every aspect in which you can test, as touching the pulse of

society, the condition of the great mass of the people. Well,

gentlemen, if we have done so much, what have we averted ?

How much of pain and anguish lies behind the privations

which the mass of the people must have suffered, if it had not
been for your triumph ? How much of vice and crime, and
consequent misery, must have pervaded the great mass of the

people, if they had been kept in the state of destitution and pri-

vation in which they must have been, but for the introduction

of this great amount of human subsistence ? These, then, are

our reasons, and they are surely a sufficient justification for re-

newing the effort to maintain the ground which we have achieved,

assuming that we confine ourselves to the one question we have
in hand, as we did before. It cannot be concealed that there

are many gentlemen who say— ' Why don't you go for a large

measure of parliamentary reform, which will not only enable

you to carry Free Trade in corn, but to do a great many other

things also?' , Now, the fallacy that underlies this argument, or

entreaty, is this—It is assumed, because we are going to make
an effort to put an end for ever to this controversy of Free
Trade, that therefore we intend to exclude other people from
entering on the consideration of other questions. We do not
say, that because gentlemen join in this new movement of the

Anti-Corn-Law League, they are to abandon those other prin-

ciples, and neglect those other movements in which they are

now or may be hereafter engaged ; but having shown you the

vast social benefits that have arisen from the emancipation
of the people in the article of food, and from the establishment

of Free Trade in this commodity, we say that while we feel

morally certain that in a few months we can put this question

for ever out of the category of controversial questions, we do
not feel justified in placing ourselves at a disadvantage, by
taking up other questions, on which the public are not so well

informed or so well united. We, the men who have had a
responsible position, and who have taken an active part in this

agitation before, do not think it justifiable that we should change
our position in the House of Commons from a majority to a
minority, or retard the definite settlement of this question from
three or four months to as many or more years. (Cheers.)

Now, gentlemen, with regard to the course which has been



230 RECOLLECTIONS OF COBDEN AND THE LEAGUE.

recommended in the resolution you have just heard, it is pro-

posed that you should reorganise the League—that you should

send out circulars to all your old friends and colleagues through-

out the country, to arouse them into action, in order to prevent

the return to Parliament of any one who is not pledged to Free
Trade in corn. But it is proposed further that you should

memorialise' the Queen, and that you should call upon your
friends in all parts of the country to organise societies, and
arrange public meetings, in order to memorialise Her Majesty
to the same purport, viz.—to dissolve the Pariiament, and to

give to the country an opportunity of recording a final judg-

ment on this question. In the terms of the resolution, you are

to memorialise the Queen to dissolve the Parliament at once

—

immediately. Now it will very likely be said, Why should you
dissolve Parliament and seek an immediate issue on this ques-

tion ? Gentlemen, I have the strongest belief that we are safe

from everything but delay, and the tricks of politicians which
will be practised during that delay. (Great cheering.) I want
to bring this question to a definite issue, without its being

mixed up with any other questions. We have not only friends

amongst us who wish to blend other questions with ours, by
which as I think we might materially damage our cause, and
probably altogether sacrifice it ; but our enemies will play the

same game, for it is their only chance. Leave this question in

suspense during the whole session of Parliament, and what will

be the result ? In the first place, we all know from experience

that it is not very easy to keep popular enthusiasm for any ex-

tended period in that high and fervid state to which you can
probably bring it in the course of a few weeks; you cannot pos-

sibly keep it up for a number of months. But whilst your en-

thusiasm may be cooling, your enemies will be practising their

arts of deception and misrepresentation ; and one of those arts

will be, to try and mix up other questions with this, and, if pos-

sible, to thrust some other question before it. Already I see

the enemy hoisting the flag, and trying to raise up the banner
of intolerance in religion, so that you may have the questions of

Protestanism and Popery thrust before the bread tax. It is the

old thing over again; your enemies will try to be religious;

they will pretend to be the only religious part of the community

;

they^ who tax the people's bread, will profess to be the great

champions of religion. (Cheers and laughter.) You know, in

olden times, they that * devoured widows' houses made long
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prayers for a pretence.' And you will have infidelity, Popery,

and all sorts of charges held out against you, if by that means
our opponents can change the issue from Free Trade to some
other question. I should not wonder if they even tried to raise

the issue of the monarchy itself ! You in Lancashire will be
denounced by these bread-taxers as being enemies of the

monarchy and promoters of revolution. I should not be sur-

prised at any charge that may be brought against you, with a
view to divert attention from this question, if you will only give

your enemies time. Now, I say, give them no time ; let this

question of the Corn Law occupy the front rank; let this be the

only question for those who think that it can be settled, by one
effort more, in the course of the next three months ; let this

question take precedence of all that the enemy can bring to

baffle and confuse you ; and then you will soon bring it to a
successful issue. (Cheers.) But I am told that we must allow

the Protectionists to remain in office for twelve months, because
that will give them the opportunity of abandoning all their pro-

fessions and principles, and of cheating their friends. Now, I

tell you candidly, I do not believe Lord Derby and his col-

leagues are one half so base as these advisers take them to be.

What ! the men who hunted that illustrious statesman (Sir R.
Peel) almost to his grave, for having abolished the Corn Law

—

whose sole political capital, from that time to this, has been the

sarcasms and obloquy with which they have covered his name
and fame, and the abuse and denunciations with which they

have loaded the gentlemen of the Manchester school—are these

men going to do, not what Sir Robert Peel did, but ten times

worse ! Are we now to believe that Lord Derby and his

colleagues are coming into office simply and solely that they

may immediately get rid of the principles which they have
hitherto advocated, and which they have denounced their

former leader for having abandoned ? I say I do not believe

it. I believe that such a thing would show that we have fallen

into a lower status of political morality than it is alleged they

now have in France. I, on the contrary, believe the Ministry

to be sincere in their professions. I believe they come into

office with a view to carrying out those professions. But are

you going to allow them to remain in office, to be sharpening

their weapons in order that they may stab you when they find

you off your guard ? (Cheers.) Then, if I correctly interpret

the feeling of this meeting, the course we have to pursue is
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clear. We must raise this question at once, and keep it as the

question before the House of Commons and the country, until

it be finally disposed of. You know Mr. Villiers, our old and
trusty representative in the House, has given notice (great

cheering) of a motion to bring the House to the test on this

question. Now, as it has been said that Mr. Villiers is the

brother of Lord Clarendon, and that he may have a Whig
object in bringing forward this motion, I may as well state at

once that it was at our instance, at the instance of those with

whom you are associated, that Mr. Villiers gave notice of that

motion— and that he foresaw (I speak it from my own know-
ledge)—he foresaw what would be said as to his wishing to

reinstate the fallen Ministry, and he proposed to leave out the

part which refers to the administration, because he did not

wish to give it the semblance of a party attack on the Govern-
ment. But I do say, that if there be any difficulty in bringing

this question to an issue by the terms of the motion of which
Mr. Villiers has given notice, I am sure that Mr. Villiers will

be ready to yield to your wishes on the subject ; and if it be
necessary to bring forward a vote of want of confidence in the

Ministry, I hope he will do it, rather than let this question

remain undecided before the country. (Cheers.) You are told

that it is a very wrong time for dissolving the Parliament. Now
I tell you candidly—and it is perhaps a secret, as coming from
a member of Parliament—that I never yet knew a proper time,

in the eyes of members of Parliament, for a dissolution.

(Laughter.) And if by possibility two or three months might
be gained, why, such is the dread of a large portion of the

representatives of the people to be sent back to their con-

stituents, that they are willing to make any possible compliance
and sacrifice in order to put off the evil day. But if you
memorialise the Queen, and communicate to members of

Parliament that you think it desirable that in April or May this

question should be settled, if the House of Commons are

made to understand that that is the determination of the

country—well then, when a motion is brought forward to

smspend the voting of supplies, by merely voting a sum on
account instead of the whole estimates, or when a direct vote

of want of confidence in Ministers is proposed—if you are thus

vigilant, the House of Commons will then pluck up courage
and face the dissolution, rather than incur the liability of your
displeasure in another way.
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" Now, I think the greatest of all evils which the country

can suffer is to have all the great trading interests kept in

suspense on this vital question. (Cheers.) I see every news-

paper now contains columns of electioneering proceedings;

every member of Parliament is beginning to look after his seat,

or is beginning to show great attention and civility to his con-

stituents. But besides these gentlemen, you, manufacturers

and merchants, and our shipowners and colonists, all require

to know how and when this thing is to be finally settled ; for

you and they want to enter into transactions extending over a

year or two years ; in fact, all the wages and profits of this

empire are bound up in this one question. (Cheers). When
this question is settled, the Protectionist party will disappear.

You will have one dissolution on this question, and then you
will never find a politician tying to his tail the tin kettle of

Protection afterwards. (Cheers.) They are all anxious to get

rid of it, no doubt ; and when you have abolished the Pro-

tectionist party, it will not be so difficult to manage the business

of the House of Commons. The whole of the difficulties have
arisen from the fact that you have had 200 or 230 gentlemen

bound together apparently with the most intense self-interest,

and with the determination to upset any Government that did

not consult their interests. This party, led on by a gentleman
(Mr. Disraeli), who, I think, has at all times shown himself to

be a tactician, who is willing to take all advantages, you have
seen constantly upsetting the Whig Government ; and why ?

Because they have believed that upsetting the Whigs was the

necessary preliminary to the accession of the Protectionist

party to power. And the great difficulty in carrying on the

Government has been from the existence of this, the most
compact body in the House of Commons, led on by the

gentleman who is now their Chancellor of the Exchequer.
But, I say, if a dissolution abolishes that Protectionist party,

you will no longer be in the same difficulty, you will no
longer have these attempts to trip up the Government. Only
put these Protectionists out of the way, and after a dissolution

shall have settled this question, you will never again have a
party in Parliament founded on the principle of Protection

;

you will no longer have some people claiming merit for being
Free Traders, for all will be Free Traders ; and the politicians

who have been hitherto, perhaps, getting a little popularity by
declaiming against Free Trade, will hav^*^ertake-4ft^ reef of

f UNIVEBSITY }
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their sail, or to go on a new tack altogether ; and I have some
confidence that the Protectionist leaders, when they find they

have no longer Protection to talk about, will find something

else, something intelligible, usefiil, and patriotic, to talk about
instead, and which we may be quite as much interested in

carrying as they are. (Cheers.) I have thus got rid of the

objection as to the difficulty of carrying on the Government.
But ours is not a question of tactics. I say, in conclusion, we
are not here to discuss the pretensions of Whigs or Tories, or

what can be done in Parliament by this party or by that party.

We have a plain, straightforward course to pursue. I am not

surprised that, on a great question, which involved the interests

of the whole community, and which divided parties on their

most sensitive point, their material interests, we have had the

effect of breaking up Governments. I have said, years ago,

we shall destroy two or three Governments before this question

is settled ; and now I say, not dreading the consequences, not

caring for the consequences—let us all unite in this country,

the humblest as well as the richest, all who live by bread—let

us put this Government to one of three courses ; either they

must fully recant this principle of Protection, or they must
resign their places in the Government, or they must dissolve

Parliament ; and one of these three courses we will compel
them to take. (Cheers.) When you have accomplished either

of these objects, then you will have effected all that you have

in view. Don't doubt but the government of this country will

be carried on ; I do not see that there is any necessity for our

despairing of finding other men, as good in every other respect,

if not as good Protectionists, as the present Government ; but

let everybody join in forcing the Government to one of these

three courses ; and having done so, let us not be alarmed at

any bugbears, but pursue our straight course as we did before

;

and you will, in less than four months from the present time,

be relieved from all the labours on which you are now embark-
ing." (Great cheering.)

Mr. Robert Ashton, of Hyde, seconded the resolution, and
it was carried unanimously.

Mr. T. M. Gibson, M.P., proposed the following resolution :

" That the Council of the League be requested to put them-
selves into immediate communication with their friends in all

parts of the kingdom, urging them to immediate action, to

prevent the return to Parliament of candidates in favour of the
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re-enactment, under whatever pretence or form, of any duty

upon the imports of foreign grain."

Mr. J. Heywood, M.P., seconded the resolution, and it was
carried unanimously.

Mr. Bright now stepped forward, and said :
—" I am afraid

that there is one objection which will be brought against our

proceedings to-day, and one which, on the face of it, appears

rather formidable. It will be said that to call the old Anti-

Corn-Law League to life again on an occasion of this sort is

like what has been described by the poet as

—

* Ocean into tempest tossed,

To waft a feather or to drown a fly.'

But I think it may be made to appear conclusively that there

are very good grounds for the course we are taking, and that

this course is the one which will soonest bring us to the end
that for about fifteen years we have looked for—a complete,

final, and irrevocable settlement of the question, whether the

people of this country shall, or shall not, have liberty to

purchase their food as cheaply as it can be obtained in the

markets of the whole world. (Cheers.) Now, I am one of

those who believe that we ought to treat the Government as

if it intended to do, when in office, that which its different

members have a thousand times said, when in opposition,

they would do ; and I think that any proposition which is

founded upon the idea that they now intend to do nothing, is

precisely that which, as we know their intentions, is most likely

to end in their doing something. Now, nothing has been said

by the gentlemen who have preceded me as to the personal

character of this Government. You have heard that their ad-

dresses are a sort of political slipslop, out of which no man can
get nourishment of any kind. (Laughter.) Now, I happen to

be in a position to know all these men more or less personally

—

certainly all those who are in the House of Commons ; and I

must say that, having watched their conduct in that House
from 1843 to 1846, when they sat on the Ministerial side, and
having watched their conduct with equal attention from 1846
to this present time, when they have been sitting on the Oppo-
sition side of the House, nothing has ever led me to suppose
for one moment that they were not thoroughly in earnest

—

some of them in believing that the Com and Provision Laws
were good for the country—all of them in expressing the deter-
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mination that, had they had the power, the Corn Law never

would have been repealed, and that had they the power
now to re-enact that law, it would immediately re-appear upon
the statute book. We are asked to give them a fair trial. Why,
we have been trying them all our lives. We have tried both
them and the Corn Law, and so far as they are connected with

that question, we say that a party more hostile to the true rights

of this country, more revolutionary in its character (loud

cheers), never held the reins of office ; and so long as they

remain connected with that question, so long will it be our

bounden duty, and our first duty, to drive them from the

offices where, I am sure, in accordance with the public opinion

of this country, they have no right whatsoever to be. Now,
I am quite of opinion that we ought not here to say a word,

or to take a step adverse to the present Government in con-

nection with, or in relation to, any other question than that of

Free Trade. It would be improper in me to argue against

Lord Derby's Government on the ground that Lord Derby has

pledged himself to oppose all measures of Parliamentary reform
;

and it would be equally improper in me to ask you here to

oppose him, on the ground that he would hand over the educa-

tion of the people to the parochial clergy. On that point I

would only say, that I hope his scholars will get some know-
ledge of geography from the parochial clergy, and get some
knowledge of the position on the earth's surface of the province

of Tamboff, and of the produce of corn which we may expect

from it. (Laughter.) Now, with regard to the /<?ri-^/z;^^/ of the

Government, let us recollect what we are, and where we are.

We are in this meeting as large a number of merchants, manu-
facturers, spinners, men of capital, and men of industry of this

district, as probably was ever gathered together in one room.
We are here in the centre of a district which goes a very long

way in our day to make the life, and the power, and the great-

ness of this country ; and we have what is said to be a popular

representation, on paper—a House of Commons representing

the people ; and, of course, the Government should also repre-

sent the people, it being chosen or permitted to exist by the

House of Commons. Now, this Government, which comes
forward on Protectionist principles, which, as soon as it can

and dare, will attempt to re-enact the Corn Law, is a Govern-

ment of county representatives, and of the representatives of

boroughs where corruption and patronage are supreme ; and
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we have Lord Derby's own authority that, with regard to county

representatives, give him the names and pohtics of half a dozen

of the principal landowners, and he '11 tell you what will be the

politics of the county representative. Well, now, here is what
strikes me forcibly ; that, seeing the Government is thus com-
posed, and knowing that they have rejected every man who
represents a large and free constituency, that they are chosen

exclusively from the representatives of counties, and from rotten

boroughs, I say it is a Government which, on a question of

industrial freedom, has not and cannot have any sympathy
with either the wants or wishes or interests of the population of

the great towns and cities of the United Kingdom. (Loud
cheers). Well, if this be so, I object to giving what is called a

fair trial to these men ; we have given the question a trial, and
we have given them a trial ; and we ask them simply, in

obedience to the common requirements and demands of the

constitution, if they have a policy which five years ago was
rejected by the country, but which is still a sound and useful

policy, not to let it be kept under a mask, but to let it be
brought out to the country ; and bad, and faulty, and fraudu-

lent as is the representation of the United Kingdom at present,

I have not the shadow of a doubt that if that question be put

fairly to the constituencies, a large majority will, in 1852,

ratify, confirm, and seal for ever, the policy which was adopted
in 1846. (Cheers.) The resolution which I have to propose,

and on which I have not spoken, because it was explained

with sufficient fullness by Mr. Cobden in his opening speech,

is :
—

' That, considering how essential it is to the welfare of the

agricultural, manufacturing, colonial, and shipping interests, as

well as to the peace and prosperity of the great body of the

people, that the Free Trade question should be permanently

settled by an appeal to the country,—Resolved, that a memo-
rial to the Queen, praying for an immediate dissolution of

Parliament, be signed by the chairman, on behalf of this meet-

ing, and transmitted for presentation to Her Majesty.'
" Now, if we are unanimously and heartily in favour of that

resolution, and if, in other parts of the country, men who are in

favour of Free Trade will take the same course, we shall have
an opportunity of pronouncing our opinion upon a system
which we have once already condemned, but which the reck-

lessness of the party now in office is endeavouring to revive,

and to revive precisely at a time when, through all ranks and
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classes in the country, I believe, the conviction is spreading,

that not only is the comfort of millions of homes increased, but
that the political and social safety of this country during the

last four years has been owing in a large degree to the policy

of 1846." (Thunders of applause.)

Thomas Bazley, Esq., seconded the resolution, and it was
unanimously passed.

I then said that I wished, in a few words, to advance the

object of the meeting by proposing a practical measure. " You
are called upon (I continued) on this occasion, in a conser-

vative capacity, to discharge your duty as faithful subjects in

upholding the laws of your country. In times gone by it has
been alleged that you had designs upon the wealth, or the

property, or the institutions of the country. On this occasion

you are called upon to defend the laws, and also to save, not
the property of the rich from the invasion of the poor, but to

save the property and industry of the poor from the invasion of

the rich. The proceedings which have characterised this body
have caused the appellation of the ' Manchester School ' to be
given to it. You are now about to re-enter upon your duties,

and to meet those who compose a school that resembles Rob
Roy's school. But, before you can take any step in advance,

you want the sinews of war. You want the organisation which
has been spoken of to be carried out faithfully and effectively.

You are now called upon to meet in open field the aggressors

of a previous day ; and we want now to obtain the meeting's

sanction and support on this as on the previous occasion.

Those who had confidence in the circumspection of the League
in times gone by, will not, it is hoped, withdraw that confidence

in an emergency like the present. The motion which I am about

to submit is the following :

—
' That in order to carry out the above

resolutions, a subscription be forthwith commenced, and that

a call of 10 per cent, upon all subscriptions of ;£io and upwards
be made ; subscriptions under that amount to be paid in full.'

" We have had abundance of support already offered, and
the money matter has been made somewhat difficult to deal

with, because the enthusiasm of some would carry them so far

as to deter the more prudent from entering the field. Some
gentlemen have so much confidence in the Council of the

League, that it would seem as if they would trust them with all

they had. Others, of course, require, for their own safety, that

they should not be dragged to any unnecessary length in regard
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to outgoings ; and upon the whole it has been deemed advisable

that large subscriptions should be put down first, though not
exceeding ;£"i,ooo each. Taking into account the effort which
has to be made, and the immense importance of the object, I

hope gentlemen have come here as practical men, and are

prepared to carry out a practical object.'' (Cheers.)

Mr. James Kershaw, M.P., seconded the resolution, and it

was passed unanimously.

Subscriptions were then handed in, and announced, amidst
much cheering, to the amount of about ;^26,ooo, as follows :

—

Robert Piatt, Stalybridge . ;^i,ooo

Kershaw, Leese, & Co.,
Stockport 1,000

Richard Matley, Mottram . 1,000
Robert Lees & Sons, Dukin-

field 1,000

John Whittaker & Sons . . 1,000
A. and S. Henry & Co.,

Manchester 1,000
W. Bayley and Brothers,

Stalybridge 1,000

J. and N. Philips & Co. . 1,000

Thos. Ashton & Sons, Hyde i,coo

Thos. Thomasson, Bolton . . 1,000
Robert Ashton, Hyde. . . 1,000

James Chadwick, Eccles . . 1,000
Titus Salt, Bradford . . . 1,000
R. Milligan, M.P., Bradford 1,000
Simpson, Thompson, & Co. 500
John Bright & Bros. . . . 500
George Foster, Sabden . . 500
Sir E. Armitage & Sons . . 500
W. B. Watkins, Manchester 500
Findlater & Mackie . . . 500
F. Schwann, Huddersfield . 500
H. and E. Ashworth, Bolton 500
James Heywood, M. P. . . 500
Richard Cobden, M.P. . , 500
Salis Schwabe & Co., Man-

chester 500
E. Potter & Co 500
T. Whitehead & Bro., Raw-

tenstall 500
Thos. Taylor & Bros., "Wigan 500
Heald, Wilson, & Co., Man-

chester 300
Charles Potter, Darwin . . 300

Thomas Wrigley, Bury . . ;^250
Harvey, Tysoe, & Co., Man-

chester 250
Binyons, Robinson, & Co. . 250
Joseph Crook, Bolton . . 250
Hibberts & Alcock, Hyde . 250
Thomas Turton & Sons,

Sheffield 250
Proprietors Examiner and

Times 200
Thomas Roberts, Manchester 200
John Goodair, Preston . . 200
John Hawkins, Preston . . 200
Wm. Bickham, Manchester . 200
William Wilding, Padiham . 200
Wm. Eckroyd & Son, Burnley 150
Joseph Schofield, Littleboro' 150
W. Allcard, Warrington . . 100
B. Nicholls, Manchester . . 100
Rawlins & Sons, Liverpool . 100

J. Marshall, Leeds.... 100
R. Solley, Sheffield ... 100

J. Wilkinson, Leeds . . . loo
Alexander Kay, Manchester. 100
Thomas Hunter .... 100
John Fildes 100
Alderman Bradford ... loo
William Bradford .... 100
William Woodcock . . . 100
Thomas Johnson .... 100
William Johnson, Wigan. . 100
William Rawson, Manchester 100
Richard Holroyd, Rochdale. 100
Joseph Livesey, Preston . . 100
Goodier, Krauss, & Co., Man-

chester 100
Thos. Woolley, Manchester

.

100

besides many subscriptions of ;£^5o, and other smaller sums.
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This subscription list amounted to close upon ;^7 0,000 at

the latter end of March, and was still increasing.

That Mr. Cobden's prognostications with respect to the
tactics of the Government were not far from the mark, the
following statement of Lord Derby, in the House of Lords, on
March 15th, 1852, will show.

After announcing that the Government did not intend to

propose any return to the policy of Protection during the
present session, nor at any future time, unless the Government
could command a great majority in Parliament, which could
only be secured by an appeal to the country, he said :

—" When
I appeal to the country, I shall appeal to it in such language as

this—Will you, be you Free Traders or Protectionists, who
value the interests of the country—will you place confidence in

and give your support to a Government which, in the hour of

peril and danger, did not hesitate to take the post when your
helmsman had left the helm? Will you support the Govern-
ment which is endeavouring to place your country in such a
position as will render it perfectly capable of resisting any
hostile attack, and to maintain the peace of the world ? Will

you support a Government which is determined to uphold the

Protestant institutions of this country, and to spread, to the

utmost of their power, religious and moral education throughout
the land, and which will exert itself, I do not hesitate to say,

to oppose a barrier against that continually encroaching demo-
cratic influence, which threatens to overwhelm the whole power
and property of the country—an influence that is nominally in

the hands of the masses, but is practically lodged in the hands
of a few demagogues, who exercise it over the unthinking

people ? Will you support a Government which will preserve

inviolate the prerogatives of the Crown, as well as the rights of

your lordships' House, and the rights of the freely-elected House
of Commons ?—These are the questions which, when I go to

the country, I will make the appeal on. I will appeal on
behalf of myself and the country, and in the words of the

meanest felon in the dock, which are not unworthy of being

uttered by the first minister of the first Sovereign in the world—
' I elect to be tried by my God and my country.'

"

Upon being interrogated, the Chancellor of the Exchequer,

a few days after, announced that the Government intended

to dissolve Parliament during the year, and not later than the

autumn.
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From the date of the great meeting described above the

newly-constituted League began work in earnest. Meetings
were held, lecturers were appointed and set to work, memorials
were sent to Her Majesty, and all and every means that had
been used previously were now again put into operation. These
operations continued till the dissolution of Parliament on the

I St of July, and the election of a new one, when all suspense

and fear was removed by the return of a large majority in

favour of Free Trade, and the Aberdeen Cabinet, consisting of

a coalition of Peelites and Whigs, was raised to power.

My " Recollections of Cobden and the League " would be
incomplete if I should omit to notice the negotiations on the

French Treaty of i860, and the many untoward events relating

to that memorable transaction. In the year 1859 Mr. Cobden
found himself much embarrassed by his engagements to meet
calls upon American railway shares which he held, and in

order to satisfy himself upon the character of his transatlantic

investments, he paid a visit to the United States. The result

of this visit, and his investigations, proved very disheartening,

and to this disappointment was superadded the painful recol-

lection of business losses which he had previously sustained.

On his return from America, he paid me a visit, to take counsel

upon his pecuniary affairs and prospects. At the same time he
told me that he had found awaiting his return home an
important letter from his friend Mons. Michel Chevalier,

requesting that he would proceed to Paris, to confer with the

Emperor Napoleon III. on the subject of a Treaty of Com-
merce between France and this country.

Before entering upon the details of Mr. Cobden's mission

to Paris, I must give some account of an effort made on his

behalf by Mr. Bazley, Mr. Slagg, and myself We approached
with great delicacy some of the most ardent and wealthy of

those who had shown their appreciation of Mr. Cobden's
devoted public services, informing them of his position and his

anxieties, and whilst pressing them for aid, we did not hesitate

to state that whatever money we might receive, it would not be
publicly advertised, nor would even the names of the donors
be made known to Mr. Cobden. We very soon obtained a
subscription of more than forty thousand pounds, and Mr.
Cobden never knew from whom the money had been received.

The names of the subscribers to the last Cobden Fund
were kept from him, out of respect to his feelings ; the decease

Q
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of Mrs. Cobden makes it unnecessary to conceal them any
longer, and I therefore append a roll of honour for the infor-

mation of the public.

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE COBDEN FUND,

i860.
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NEGOTIATION OF THE FRENCH TREATY.

Mr. Cobden, after due consideration, finding himself released

from the pressure of pecuniary troubles, took his departure to

Paris, and was speedily presented to the Emperor by his friend,

M. Chevalier. His reception was most favourable, and the subject

of the mission was immediately entered upon, and he very soon
arrived at a perfect understanding with the Emperor. He then

returned to London, feeling confident that an opening lay before

him for beneficial service to both countries, and he submitted to

the Cabinet ofLord Palmerston thepatriotic scheme which hehad
already initiated. The Cabinet, after deliberation upon the matter,

empowered him officially to und^rt^ke the contemplated service.

Mr. Cobden proceeded again to Paris, and having before

him the prospect of a prolonged absence from home, he was
accompanied by Mrs. Cobden and their eldest daughter. He
engaged a suite of rooms for business purposes, and found that

a commission, with French experts, had been promptly appointed

by the Emperor to confer with him.

It was, of course, to be expected that when a gentleman had
undertaken from the Government a trust of such magnitude and
importance as the arrangement of a Commercial Treaty, he might
count upon receiving the full confidence and support which was
due to his appointment as special plenipotentiary; but, unhappily,

Mr.. Cobden found it otherwise, and the hindrances which were
afterwards thrown in his way rendered the fact of his appoint-

ment by the Cabinet very unaccountable, not to say ridiculous.

It is matter of question to what extent the altered views

of the Government, which soon became apparent by their acts,

were to be attributed to the peculiar composition of our govern-

ing body, who are usually selected from the families of the

nobility, and who for the most part look upon commerce as not

very genteel ; or how far the wicked idea, once so prevalent,

that the French are our natural e?temtes, might have been excited

in the Cabinet. Certain it is that Mr. Cobden, whilst very

earnestly engaged on the affairs of his mission, began to receive

from certain members of the Cabinet marks of obstructive

treatment, and letters which indicated an impression, not to

say an expectation, that he might as well resign his position

and, abandon his purpose. Lord Palmerston chose this very

time to announce in Parliament his alarm about a French in-

vasion of England. The pretended discovery of warlike pre-
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parations by the French created a great sensation. The premier

said that he had observed a menacing attitude of the French,

and he stated, as if on good authority, that an enormous fleet

of ships of war (which he enumerated and described) was being

prepared for this service. By such means he succeeded in

obtaining votes for ten or twelve milUons sterling, to be expended
in fortifications, and produced an excitement not only in this

country, but in France also, which made Mr. Cobden's work
almost impossible, and which at home developed the military

fervour out of which sprang the volunteer movement.
Mr. Cobden was appealed to in very excited language by

members of the French Administration, inquiring very im-

patiently, " What are we to understand by your presence here,

when we find that those who have appointed you on the Com-
mission are most unjustly reproaching us with designs of con-

quest by the invasion ofyour country? Pray what can this mean?"
The confusion and anger thus occasioned required great cool-

ness and ability on the part of Mr. Cobden to overcome them
;

but he appeared to thoroughly understand the insincerity of the

plot which had led to this panic ; and being well sustained in his

efforts by Lord Cowley, our Minister at Paris, he was able, after

a time, to reassure the French Ministry, who then allowed the

negotiations for the Treaty to proceed.*

After the negotiations had recommenced, an unlooked-for

visit to Mr. Cobden by Captain Hore, R.N., who had been for

some time in Paris, led to friendly intercourse with Admiral
Foulichon, of the French navy, who, referring in conversation

to the speech of Lord Palmerston, made it obvious that his

lordship in his enumeration of the French fleet of war-vessels

must have included the French canal-boats.

Amongst the various protected manufactures of France

cotton held a prominent place, and those who were engaged
upon this material had become seriously alarmed, and under-

took a wide scheme of defence, by a parade of the advantages

of the English manufacturers, and of their own inability to

* Mr. Cobden used to insist that freedom of commercial intercourse

between the various peoples of the world would inevitably and necessarily

promote international peace ; and not the least valuable and important

result of this French Treaty, over and above the trebling of our commerce
with that country, has been the mutual good-will and friendliness that have
arisen between the two nations, rendering it next to impossible for any
minister to create an "invasion panic" similar to that of which Lord
Palmerston made such unscrupulous use.
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cope with them in skill and economy. On the part of the

English cotton manufacturers, Mr. Slagg, Mr. M. Ross and
myself, were in attendance ; and when we were ready to

enter upon the subject we were introduced, not to the French
manufacturers themselves, but to a gentleman who was a

member of the legal profession, and who had been engaged by
them, and had spent several months under training, with a view
to meet us in discussion. We very soon found that although he
was thoroughly conversant with the technical phraseology in

relation to cotton spinning and weaving, he could not discourse

upon the practical application of his knowledge in any way
except obstructively.

The case of Protection in cotton spinning was not so much
defended by practical evidence, as by the conclusions of a

pamphlet written by a gentleman who appeared to have some
superficial knowledge of the trade, and who had recently visited

a cotton mill at Oldham, in Lancashire. This pamphlet had
been circulated very widely in the manufacturing districts of

France, and its great point was that in this Oldham mill a

profit of ;^i 0,000 a year was being made from an invested

capital of ;£30,000, and so startling a disclosure necessarily

made a profound impression in favour of French Protection. I

was the only member of the deputation who was practically ac-

quainted with cotton spinning, and I was therefore called upon
to examine and reply to the allegations of the pamphlet in

question, and I soon found that amidst a few facts, the writer

had made a number of important omissions, as well as misre-

presentations and errors, so that when the afiairs of this Oldham
concern were fully disclosed, the alleged profit of ;£"to,ooo a

year became ;^3,ooo, or just ten per cent, upon the capital.

When our deputation had returned to Manchester, Mr.

Cobden found it necessary to have us recalled to Paris, to re-

new the discussion upon a number of questions which were again

raised, after having been, as we thought, previously settled.

It will not be necessary to go at length into the many and
varied interests with which Mr. Cobden had to deal; but when,

after infinite pains, the terms of the Treaty had been agreed

upon. Lord Palmerston actually refused to sign it ; and he did

not sign it until a considerable amount of importunity and re-

monstrance had been brought to bear upon him.

Mr. Cobden, on his return home, was received with great

favour by the commercial public, and, at the request of some of
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his friends, I undertook to wait upon a member of the Privy-

Council who was on terms of friendship with him, and I sub-

mitted to him the propriety of making some pubHc recompense
to Cobden beyond the mere payment ofhis tavern bill of ;£"i,5oo.

The subject was laid before the Cabinet, and I was informed,

in reply, that no precedent had been found for rewarding any
public service in the interest of commerce ; but that Mr.
Cobden might have a baronetcy if he liked, or he might have
a salaried appointment under the Goverment, if one should

offer, but that this would necessitate the vacation of his seat in

Parliament. Cobden's services had not been naval or military,

and hence the absence of promotion and reward.

The commercial importance of this treaty to the peoples of

England and France may be estimated by the appended figures,

exhibited in an address to the Chambers of Commerce and the

people of France, by the Manchester Chamber of Commerce,
dated November 22nd, 1876 :

—

Year. Imports from France.

1858 . . ;^i3,27i,89o

1875 • • ;£46,72o,ioi

Exports to France.

p£;9,242,20l

;£"27,292,455

The world-wide advantage of this treaty may also be seen

from a paper which was read in March, 1876, before the Statis-

tical Society of London, by Professor Leone Levi. It appears

that since the commercial treaty with France has been adopted
there have been no less than twenty-seven other treaties signed be-

twixt the various nations ofEurope, the beneficial effects of which
may be estimated by the increase of trade which has followed.

COMPARISON OF SPECIAL IMPORTS AND EXPORTS IN THE
YEARS i860 AND 1 874.

Austria . .

Belgium . .

France. . .

Holland . .

Italy (1862) .

United )

Kingdom
\

Imports (special).

i860 [874

2I,CXX),000 57,000,000
21,000,000' 52,000,000
76,000,000 140,000,000

25,000,000 54,000,000

33,000,000

182,000,000

Total . ;^ 358,000,000 668,000,000 i 86

52,000,000

313,000,000

171

147
84
116

57

72

Exports (special).

[860

26,000,000

19,000,000
91,000,000
20,000,000

23,000,000

136,000,000

315,000,000

[874

44,000,000 69.
45.000,000,137
148,000,000 63
42,000,000110
39,000,000! 69

240,000,000 76

558,000,000 77
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The increase of business, as indicated above, has amounted
to 82 per cent., which must have had the effect of producing a

corresponding increase of wealth and prosperity in these various

countries. The increase of population over the same area,

during the same period, has been only 7*80 per cent.

In an article in the Fortnightly Review^ for March, 1877,
Mr. J. Slagg quotes from a letter of Mr. Cobden's, written

during the treaty negotiations, as follows.

In May, i860, Mr. Cobden wrote of the French treaty :

—

" The French Government have entered upon their new com-
mercial policy, not for the benefit of England, but from an
enlightened appreciation of the advantages it will confer on
the people of France ; and were I to doubt the success of the

experiment, or fear that they will not persevere in the career

on which they have entered, I should be faithless to those

principles the application of which has conferred such incalcu-

lable advantages and blessings on my own countrymen. The
present treaty will inaugurate a new era in the commercial
intercourse of France and England, and it will only require a

few years to develop that state of mutual dependence which
forms the solid basis for the peace and happiness of nations."

Again, in reference to the hindrances which he encountered

from the English Government in his work :

—

" When I filled the post of commercial traveller," he wrote,

under the sense of this humiliation, *' at the age of twenty, I

was entrusted with more discretionary power than is now
shared by Lord Cowley and mysdf whilst filHng the oflice of

her Majesty's plenipotentiaries."

Upon this subject Mr. Slagg writes as follows :

—

*' The majority of the Cabinet were clearly not very eager

for Cobden's complete success. The tone of the court was
hostile to the French emperor, and, in the then nearly

balanced state of political parties, the court had great in-

fluence * * * * M. Rouher was amazed that a com-
mercial country like England should allow a great economical

question to be treated in this contemptuous way. Here was a

treaty of commerce between England and a nation of thirty-

six millions of people within two hours of its shores, probably

the greatest event in her commercial annals, and it did not seem
to create sufficient interest in the English Government to induce

the President of the Board of Trade to remain a few days at

his post, or even to leave an address where a dispatch might
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find him. Cobden's great consolation under these discourage-

ments was in the faith that his work was only a step in the path

which, by a natural progress, would lead eventually to perfect

freedom of trade.

" One of Cobden's first and chief difficulties in negotiating

the treaty lay in the abject fear of the handful of interested

Protectionists which ever swayed the action of M. Rouher and
the Emperor. He expressed his astonishment that men who,
when physical force was alone in question, could seize their

opponents in bed and carry them ofi" to prison, should be so

wanting in moral courage as to be frightened by a handful of

men whose only apparent claim for consideration was their own
private interests as against the well-being of the State. Yet
their influence was so great as constantly to imperil the success

of the negotiations, and the business of the treaty had to be
conducted almost secretly, so as to avoid their intrigues and
obstructions. * * * *

" Perhaps the chief difficulty which confronted Cobden
in his work was the treatment he received from his own
Government. During Lord Palmerston's administration the

air was full of rumours of French invasion, got up and promul-
gated, there is good reason to fear, solely for the purpose of

frightening the people of this country into a huge expenditure

on military preparations. Without one solid pretext, without
a single misgiving as to the conduct of the Emperor which
could not have been dispelled by the most ordinary inquiry,

the premier raised the invasion panic, the newspapers wrote
invasion articles, and the people blindly followed. In vain

did Cobden plead that a large addition to the expenditure

should not be made until at least the terms of the treaty were
sealed and published, so that the public might know what
were the prospects of an extended commerce between the two
countries, and then be in a position to judge whether it was
wise to take any further precautions for the contingency of

a rupture with our new customer. There were perhaps not
more than two men in the Cabinet who cared whether the

expenditure of the Government was a dozen millions more or

less ; and just then, unfortunately, the country was nearly as

indifferent as the Government. Cobden had promised the

Emperor that if he entered on a path of free trade without

reserve, it would be accepted by the English people as a proof
that he meditated a policy of peace. Yet in the midst of his
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labours upon the details of the tariff, in which he had every-

day fresh proofs of the honest intentions of the Emperor, there

was a constant increase in the military preparations in England.

Lord Palmerston's project for fortifying the British coasts at

the cost of ten or twelve millions, and his constant allusions to

France as the probable aggressor upon England, were a mockery
and an insult to Cobden when engaged in framing a peaceful

treaty of commerce ; and so keenly did he feel the sting and
the humiliation of this position, that had not his heart been too

keenly in the work, he would probably have returned home,
and directed his efforts to preventing the popular party from

being committed to a policy so outrageous.
" Cobden took enormous pains in gathering information to

prove that no such warlike intentions existed in the Emperor's

mind ; that the naval preparations of France existed only in

the brains of Englishmen ; that our coast defences and ships

were sufficient for all possible contingencies ; and that to tax

the people for fortifications against a French invasion, was
very like a plot to get possession of their money. Lord Pal-

merston was more disposed to lend an ear to the silly canards

which were ingeniously manufactured for him by industrious

panic-mongers, than to listen to the voice of fact and pro-

bability. * * *
" It would indeed have been no matter for wonder if, under

such a combination of adverse influences, the treaty had entirely

collapsed. Cobden, however, supported by the Emperor, held

bravely to his task; and in November, i860, the treaty was
signed, and a new era dawned on the commerce of the two
countries."

Whether Lord Palmerston was desirous to share with Cobden
in the triumph of the treaty may be inferred from the picture

of a group of Parliamentary notabilities in the Speaker's house,

in which Lord Palmerston stands formally ^presenting to the

House the French treaty.*

]\Ir. Slagg refers to the various attempts at reaction since

i860 thus :

—

"In 1869 a Reciprocity Association was formed in Man-
chester, which sought to account for the depression of trade

then existing by the importation of foreign goods in competition

* This remark about'the picture will be found in the LiverpoolJournal
of October 27, 1877.
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with English industry. These gentlemen appeared to think

that because the French consumer would not buy in the cheapest

possible market, it would mend matters here if we followed suit,

and, by imposing duties, should cause our people to pay higher

than was necessary for French products. This movement was
of a purely party character, and sought incidentally to throw
discredit on the Government of the day for other matters besides

its treaty policy. Though it had only a feeble life, and died

almost in its birth, it is to be regretted that Manchester should
have to bear the discredit of so ridiculous an exploit.

" The next attempt to call in question the advantages of

Mr. Cobden's work emanated also, by a strange irony, from
Manchester. In the session of 1870 a motion was made for a

select committee to inquire into the operations of the French
treaty in regard to all branches of trade affected by it. Though
the supporters of this motion disclaimed any intention of attack-

ing the treaty, they evidently thought there was reason for the

complaint that the lowering of our duties had acted injuriously

on our working population, and it was necessary, even at that

time of day, to explain in the House of Commons that the

commercial policy of this country had ceased to foster the

advantages of any class, or any industry, at the expense of the

whole community.
" Before the treaty was confirmed, the French mill-owners

set their faces steadily against it, either on the open plea of pro-

tecting themselves and their own industry, or under cover of a

claim for what they termed compensation ; this claim being

based on the idea that, as the English industry is in a position

to produce fabrics cheaper than the French, it was only fair

that a sufficient tax should be imposed on our products to place

our producers on an exact level with those of France. * * *

So great, however, was the influence ti^^' the manufacturers and
their friends in the Government, that ine Corps Legislatif was
forced to allow a parliamentary inquiry into the working of the

treaty in general, and its influence on the cotton industry of

France in particular. I attended that inquiry, with two col-

leagues deputed by the Manchester Chamber of Commerce, to

give evidence in favour of the treaty and its principle, and to

refute the gross exaggerations and mis-statements which were
put forward by the French Protectionists. But we produced
little effect. The affair was simply a Protectionist Trades
Union, and must be recorded as one more effort on the part of
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the men who knew, or ought to have known, better, to march
back into the desert of prohibition and privilege."

He also quotes the evidence of Mons. Chevalier to the

following effect :

—

" It may be said, without exaggeration, that this wholesome
policy, followed since i860, although restricted and timid as

it must be in the outset, has added so much to the resources

of France that it enabled her to bear the heavy burdens arising

from the tremendous war of 1870, including the sum, amounting
to more than two hundred miUions sterling, exacted from her

by the victor." Higher testimony in favour of the treaty could

hardly emanate from a higher authority ; for he continues, " If,

then. Free Trade has produced such fruits, even when some of

its largest roots are wanting, and some of its finest branches

cut off, what will it not produce when all its roots and branches

are allowed to develop themselves freely and fully ?
"

Expressing his own opinion of commercial treaties in general,

Mr. Slagg says :

—

" The time has now arrived when economists in both coun-

tries should put aside all subterfuges and compromises, and go
in boldly for the advocacy of absolutely free exports and imports

between the two countries, nor should they rest content with

anything short of that. We have practised the commercial
goose-step long enough by the treaty system, and it is surely

time to quick-march.

"We shall, of course, be confronted with the usual wail

about loss of revenue. But our French friends may take heart

from the experience of this country, where the same cry was
raised. The aggregate estimated loss of customs revenue
from reductions and repeal of duties between 1840 and 1869,

amounted to more than ;^23,000,000, and yet we were able to

draw almost as much revalue from customs in 1869 as in 1840.

Our export trade rose from the almost stationary sum of

^£50,000,000 in 1840, to so great a total as ;£i9o,000,000
in 1869. And this is of course independent of the increased

prosperity which accompanies such a trade, and the corres-

pondingly increased area for direct taxation."

Mr. Slagg concludes his very able article as follows :

—

*' As to the forthcoming arrangement of a new commercial
treaty with France, it rests, in the absence of a proper organisa-

tion for administering the question, mainly with the commercial
community and their representatives in Parliament to deal with.
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Let us hope that on our side a determined stand will now be
made for Free Trade, pure and simple, and that the Free-Traders

of France will second us by repeating the famous old answer
which the French merchants gave to Colbert, when he asked
them how he could best promote commerce

—

Laissez nous

fairey

MR. COBDEN's minor UNDERTAKINGS.

The French Treaty of i860 is now under revision, and
without in any way reflecting upon the men who are engaged

in the work on the English side, it may fairly be affirmed that

success in the negotiation, in the Free Trade sense, would be
much more certain if we had now a Cobden to undertake the

task. His clear intellect, his great experience, his powers of

argument, and his suavity of manner, would be invaluable.

His pamphlet on Russia, Turkey, and England, although a

third of a century old, reads as if it had been written by an

observer of present events, and after the lapse of more than a

generation, the nation at large is only now adopting his views.

Mr. Cobden was a most simple-minded man, endued with a

profound faith that what is right in principle cannot be wrong
in practice. He was a thorough believer in the value of

personal freedom, in freedom of thought and expression, and
its consequent freedom of action. He lent valuable assistance

to the movement which repealed the advertisement duty, the

newspaper stamp duty, and the excise on the manufacture of

paper ; together with the law which obliged the proprietors of

newspapers to find securities against the publication of libels,

and which also obliged rhem to register every printing press.

The practical outcome of these measures has been, to reduce

the Times newspaper from sixpence to threepence, the Daily

News and Standard from fourpence-halfpenny to one penny
each per copy ; to double the size and vastly improve the

quality of our provincial papers, reducing them at the same
time from fourpence-halfpenny to one penny each, to inaugurate

a considerable number of halfpenny papers, and to so increase

newspapers generally, that there is now scarcely a populous

village in the land without its local organ. Workmen in Lon-
don, instead of going to the public-house in the evening to

hear the paper read, can now have the Daily News or Standard
delivered at their houses before breakfast in the morning, and
thus become promptly acquainted with, and able to take an
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intelligent part in discussing, the affairs of the nation, and even
the most important events of the world at large.

Mr. Cobden's political career commenced, as we have seen,

when the nation was suffering from a series of bad harvests,

and when nearly every foreign import was heavily taxed j so

that, while home trade was impossible because of scarcity,

foreign trade was made equally impossible by legal enactments.

People in England died for want of work and food, whilst

corn rotted in Russia, in Turkey, and in America, for want of

purchasers, and the growers thereof were only half clothed, for

want of the manufactures which English workmen were begging

their employers to be allowed to produce. All this Mr. Cobden
saw, and he thought that the facts which were so clear to him
had only to be laid before the public, in order to secure entire

freedom of trade, and by its means also to establish, what in his

mind was at least equally important—international peace.

I can bear witness to the truth of the statement made by
him at the final meeting of the League, that he always went
before the pubHc with reluctance. I know him to have been
a devoted husband and a most affectionate father, and hence
I infer, that when he determined to go into the agitation for

the repeal of the Corn and Provision Laws, he must have
sadly miscalculated the amount of labour necessary for the

purpose. He never could have reckoned on the frequent

and prolonged absences from home which became necessary

during the process of the agitation, for he intended to give

liberally to the sustentation fund, and to be only an honorary

worker for the cause ; and he could never have foreseen the

commercial failure which arose from his entire devotion to

the interests of the public. Mr. Cobden very soon became
not only the leader, but the very personification of the League

;

he was necessary to its existence ; and the Council, by endea-

vouring to compensate him for his trading losses, and thus to

retain his further services, acted in their own interests, as well

as for the best interests of the country. At a later period Mr.
Bright took a full share of the work, and contributed freely of

his pecuniary wealth, in addition to his splendid oratorical and
argumentative talents. But whilst other men gave of their

superfluities to advance the cause of freedom and prosperity,

Mr. Cobden, the leader of the League, and Mr. George Wilson,

the Chairman of the Council, each gave his whole living.

Measured by the success attained by other men in Mr. Cobden's
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trade, the gifts made him—Uke the ;^i 0,000 voted to Mr.

Wilson, and the Library presented to Mr. Bright—were the

merest acknowledgments of splendid services, which still left

the subscribers and the nation at large very much their

debtors.

It will be interesting here to observe, that a sum of about

;^i,ioo, which remained after payment of all demands against

the League, was put out to interest ; and that after some twenty

years' accumulation, it sufficed to give ;£2,ooo to endow the

Chair of Political Economy in the Owens College, Manchester,

and left enough to solace the last days of Mr. James Acland,

one of the most active and talented of the League Lecturers,

who was disabled by paralysis for a year or two before his

death.

Many people seem to think and speak as if the tariff

reforms accompHshed by Sir Robert Peel, and those added by
his most accomplished disciple, Mr. W. E. Gladstone, had, so

far as England is concerned, fulfilled the requirements of the

theory of Free Trade ; but this was not the opinion of Mr.

Cobden, for he sanctioned the doctrines of the Liverpool

Financial Reform Association, which require the abrogation

of all import duties, and the abolition of all indirect taxation,

together with such a reform of the laws which regulate the

transfer of land as will enable it to pass from hand to hand as

freely as railway or bank shares. And there is no doubt that,

great as is the benefit we now enjoy from the measure of Free

Trade already accomplished, there lies before us a still wider

field for beneficial works in the future.

A fitting tribute was paid to the memory of the League and
Mr. Cobden by a distinguished Frenchman, thirty years after

its labours had ended.

In May, 1875, Mons. ChevaUer was entertained at the

Queen's Hotel, Manchester, by the Chamber of Commerce,
when, in replying to a toast, he said, " The memory of Richard

Cobden was to be connected for centuries with the history of

the Chamber of Commerce, because he was the consummation
of a deed which their body had achieved in the formation of

the celebrated Anti-Corn-Law League, to the indefatigable

exertions of which was due the total change in the commercial

policy of Great Britain. The rules established by the laws of

the Realm for international Commerce, had had for their

foundation privilege and monopoly. The Anti-Corn-Law
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League rose against these obnoxious mistakes, and worked hard
to have them erased from the Statute Book. It undertook to

have them replaced by sound principles, in conformity with

equity and the general interests of the country. It published a
declaration of rights, in accordance with the wants of the nation,

and in accordance also with its best wishes. The device in-

scribed on its flag was ' Freedom of Labour ' in every shape,

and it soon attracted the attention and lively solicitude of a
great number of Englishmen. The leaders of the Anti-Corn-

Law League had so strong a conviction^ they bore so evident

a mark of disinterestedness, everything like ambition was so

clearly absent from their minds, that in the course of two years

the great mass of the EngHsh nation was converted to their

creed. The power of the League became irresistible. They
wanted money to enable them to diffuse useful publications,

and immediately subscriptions poured into their coffers. The
largest rooms which their orators opened to the public were
too narrow for the audiences, and the Free Trade policy gained
the favour of public opinion, and of many members of Parlia-

ment, before it was officially voted for and accepted ; but at

last, in Feb., 1846, the principle was proclaimed by Sir Robert
Peel, to the great satisfaction of the League, and to the astonish-

ment of all the nations of Continental Europe. Members of

this Chamber of Commerce fought that memorable battle, where
no blood was spilt, no treasure squandered ; and as the result

of which, the comfort of all classes—but especially of' the

labouring classes of the United Kingdom—was so much
increased. The names of these men, so deserving to be
preserved for ages, ought to be inscribed in letters of gold on
the walls of the meeting-room of the Chamber of Commerce of

Manchester. The first name would be that of Richard
Cobden ; next would come the name of John Bright ; and
the President of that evening, Mr. Edmund Ashworth, partook
with his brother, Henry Ashworth, the honour of having been
from the first one of the most devoted and most resolute

members of the League."

One of the important results of a period of prosperity

may be indicated by a statement recently made on a public

occasion by the Bishop of Manchester, " that since the year

1847 the number of churches in his diocese had been
doubled."



APPENDIX
TO

Recollections of Richard Cobden, M.P.,

AND THE

ANTI-CORN-LAW LEAGUE.





APPENDIX
RELATING TO IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.

As I have already explained the policy and proceedings of the

League which led to the overthrow of the Corn Law and
other monopolies, it has now become my pleasing duty to

supply, from the evidence of the Board of Trade, what have

been the anticipated results—namely, an enormous increase of

our national commerce, as denoted by the published returns of

our Imports and Exports.

In order to enable my readers to appreciate more easily and
completely the tangible advantages of Free Trade, and to

render the subject more familiar, I propose to place before

them, in parallel columns, the several amounts of each, with a

view to facility of comparison of the two periods—namely,

that of 1 840- 1-2, which was before the repeal of the Com
Law, and that of the years 1872-3-4, which fairly indicates the

results of the repeal of the Corn Law and other monopolies.

A careful perusal and comparison of these returns, afford-

ing as they do a very accurate measure of our national

prosperity, will supply a valuable lesson in economic science,

and fully demonstrate the importance of statistics, when rightly

used. It will be readily seen, that a single page of figures

may often convey more pregnant meaning than a whole essay

of descriptive or historical matter.

I may here remark that, however little any of us can predict

of the future, nevertheless we may, through evil report or good

report, always rely with safety upon correct principles of action.

Throughout the course of the agitation for Corn Law repeal,

Mr. Cobden, Mr. Bright, and their colleagues, declared most
emphatically in favour of the sound principle of international

freedom of exchange, and against those laws which prevented

this freedom ; showing the impolicy of " protection," which

sought to force upon each nation the necessity to produce for

R 2
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itself, not only those articles for which its climate and soil and
the aptitude of its people most fitted it, but also those neces-

saries, conveniences, and luxuries for which they were least

fitted.

By way of contrast, what shall be said of the policy of

their opponents, who declared that it was neither right nor safe

to become dependent upon foreigners for the chief necessaries

of life ? That this was the infatuated policy of the leading

statesmen of the Tory protectionist school of the period

referred to, may be gathered from the expressions of alarm of

the late Lord Derby, who made a most unauthorised assertion

(before alluded to), that a single small district of Russia would
overwhelm this country with wheat, and as the English farmers

could not grow wheat at less than 80/- a quarter, they would
be ruined.

The late Sir Robert Peel said, that to repeal the Corn Law
would add agricultural to manufacturing distress, and so bring

ruin upon the whole country.

The late Sir James Graham, finding himself confronted

with most painful facts of the manufacturing distress, inquired

very bluntly of the deputation before him, whether they

thought that these distressed people conceived that they had
some claim upon the property of the landlords ?

His Grace the Duke of Wellington, who certainly knew less

of economic science than about fighting, undertook to say that

the existing distress was due, not to the Corn Law, but to bad
trade and to the want of employment, and that he had never
heard that Parliament could deal with such matters.

Regardless of the political pretensions indicated by the

above Cabinet ministers and their adherents, the Council of

the League continued to give expression to their fullest con-

fidence, that our dependence for supplies of bread from
foreign countries was rendered eminently safe by reason of the

plurality of the sources of supply, and that it was also equally

safe by reason of the dependence of foreign countries upon us

for their supplies of clothing, and the untold number of other

articles of British manufacture of primary necessity and con-

venience.

To all sensible observers it had become obvious, that if our

English farmers could not grow wheat as cheaply as foreigners,

such a fact would imply either want of skill or capital, or that

they were paying the landlord too much rent for his land.
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It was generally denied by those who are called the upper

ten thousand, that the maintenance of the Corn Law was a

landlord's question, although it was occasionally admitted by
the less astute amongst them, that a decrease of rents would
render the payment of mortgage interest difficult, and the pro-

vision of daughters' dowries impossible.

The con-ectness of the views entertained by the League
may be estimated by the variety and abundance of social and
national advantages which have become apparent in every

direction, as the result of the removal of restrictions upon our

international trade. This may be said to amount to a practical

extension of the area of our country. Our farmers, no longer

frightened by the cheap farming of foreigners, have embarked
their capital, drained their land, improved their agricultural

machinery, and thus the produce of the home land has been
largely increased ; meanwhile they have also increased the

wages of their labourers ; and it may be added, that although

the population of the country has increased by about 17 J per

cent, since 1841, the extent of pauperism has been diminished

by upwards of 25 per cent, during the same period.

The increased means of sustenance from abroad are abun-

dantly apparent in the returns published by the Board of Trade,

but it may be of importance to notice some particular items of

the account. Previous to the repeal of the Corn Law—say

about the years 1 840-1-2—our imports of wheat and wheaten

flour would average about three millions of quarters per

annum, and at the present time they are from ten to sixteen

millions, being an increase of more than 300 per cent; and of

other corn the increased imports amount to 2,443 P^^ cent.

The importation of foreign cattle, which was previously

prohibited, has now reached 200,000 head, besides 1,300 tons

of beef, 800,000 sheep and lambs, and 140 tons of hams and
bacon, annually.

It may deserve remark in passing, that such an immense
importation of animal food has not ruined our stock farmers,

but that, on the contrary, an advance of 50 per cent, in the

price of butchers' meat has been sustained.

Butter and lard, being no longer " spoiled " at the Custom
House, have been received in greatly enlarged quantities, the

former to the extent of 450 per cent., and the latter 4,374 per

cent.

The increase of cheese has been 476 per cent., of eggs
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574 per cent., of currants and raisins 250 per cent., of rice

1,329 per cent, of sugar 255 per cent, of tea 413 per cent,

and of potatoes 103,177 per cent The increased import

of raw silk has been 66 per cent., of sheep and lambs' skins

558 per cent, of goats' skins 1,173 P^^ cent, of sheep's wool

539 per cent, of Berlin wool and yarn 16,796 per cent, of

metals 5,436 per cent., of hemp and jute 310 per cent, and of

raw cotton 179 per cent.

When we come to consider the enormous amount of human
food, and the raw material for manufactures, thus brought to

our markets for consumption, we may reasonably conclude
that our former starvation came of Protection, so called, and
that commercial freedom has happily restored abundance of

food and employment to our people.

Our export trade, the twin sister of our imports, has also

become increased in the period of Free Trade, in the follow-

ing proportions (in addition to our increased supplies for home
use), namely :

—

Cotton yarn 70 per cent., cotton piece goods 467 per cent,

printed and dyed goods 229 per cent., and mixed materials

1,821 per cent. Of apparel and slops the increase is 455 per

cent, of millinery 967 per cent, of linen and jute yarns 76 per

cent, of linen manufactures 160 per cent, whilst of jute

manufactures, which in the former period were wholly insig-

nificant, the amount now annually exported is 97,732,660
yards. The increase in the export of silk yarn is 2,041 per
cent, of silk manufactures 215 per cent, of woollen and
worsted yarn 646 per cent, of woollen manufactures 552 per
cent. The exports of iron show an increase of 741 per cent,
of steel 4,993 P^r cent, of brass 1,120 per cent, and of zinc

1,729 per cent Of earthenware the increased export is 234
per cent, of hardware and cutlery 230 per cent, of steam
engines 1,028 per cent., and of other machinery 1,987 per
cent Of coal and other fuel the increase is 628 per cent, of

cement (formerly nominal), we now export 4,452,180 cwts., of
chemical products the increase is 1,164 per cent, and of boots
and shoes, formerly an insignificant trade, we now export
about ;£"2,ooo,ooo in value annually, showing an increase of

648 per cent.

The total value of our Imports in 1850 was ;£62,004,000,
and the average for each of the years 1872-3-4 was

^365,3545565, showing an increase of 489 per cent
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The value of the Exports of British Produce in 1840 was
;£'5 1,308,740, and the average for each of the years 1872-3-4

was ;£^25o,3 26,690, showing an increase of 387 per cent.

To give a concise and clear view of the progress of the

period above referred to as respects a few of the necessaries

of life, I append an extract from "The Financial Reform
Almanac for 1876," showing the quantities per head of the

population imported in 1842 and 1874.

AVERAGE ANNUAL IMPORTS PER HEAD OF THE FOLLOWING
ARTICLES :

—

1842. 1874.

Bacon and hams 0'2 lbs. 7 "84 lbs.

Butter 075 ,,
5-; I ,,

Cheese 074 ,, 5-03 ,,

Wheat and wheat flour 52'4i ,, i62*ii ,,

Potatoes 0*05 „ 1377 ,i

Rice I'd ,, io*i8 ,,

Sugar 16-04 ,, 56-37 „
Tea 1-38 „ 423 ,,

So that every family in the country is, on the average, in-

debted to the foreigner for about 2J lbs. of bread stuffs, and

I lb. of sugar per day ; for f lb. of bacon, for J lb. of

butter, for 2J lbs. of cheese, for i lb. of rice, and for ^ lb.

of tea per week. Directing attention to the following array

of figures, which denote our interchange of commodities,

how manifestly do these facts indicate that the human race

constitutes only one family, that we are all necessary to each

other's comfort, that there is only one Father, and that the

whole world is kin.
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RELATING TO NAVIGATION LAWS.

Prior to the Free Trade movement, our navigation laws

were just as unfair to foreigners and as injurious to ourselves

as were the Corn and Provision Laws, and many of our

shipowners were as much afraid of the foreigner as were the

landlords, and really thought that, unless they were protected

by the imposition of disabiHties on the owners of foreign ships

trading to England, they would be exposed to certain and speedy
ruin. The profession made in this case, as with the landlords,

was, that it was not their own interest, but that of the country at

large, which they sought to promote ; for that, unless the laws

of this country were so framed as to make It practically neces-

sary that the whole of the export and import trade of the

country should be done in British ships, we should soon have
no merchant ships in which to train men for the Royal Navy,
and should soon cease to "rule the waves." Of course,

increased foreign trade needed increased shipping, and it was
fairly open to question whether, under Free Trade, the

necessary increase would be wholly or even largely of British

build.

We were not allowed under the Corn Laws to buy our

wheat in the cheapest market, for the Import duty rendered

foreign wheat artificially dear before it reached us ; and we
were not allowed by the Navigation Laws to employ the cheapest

ocean carriers, for their services were made dear and difficult

by the artificial restrictions imposed by our own Government
upon their entrance Into our ports. Our people were hungry,

and the foreigners came to feed them, and we wilfully delayed

the process, and increased the cost by legal annoyances
towards the bringers of food. The same argument which

condemned the Corn and Provision laws equally condemned
the Navigation Laws ; for when we had, by opening our ports

at a nominal duty, practically invited foreigners to send us
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wheat, barley, beef, and bacon, for consumption, it was too

monstrous to continue to say that, however much we wanted
the produce, we were determined to Uve on " short commons "

until the chance arrival of empty British ships at the ports where
these stores might be waiting should enable them to be
brought to us, without encouraging any other nations to build

ships, lest they should ultimately compete with or beat us in

the carrying trade. Well, we have now had the test of ex-

perience in this matter also, and it is quite as confirmatory of the

views of Free Traders as that of the increased trade itself.

Whilst our population has increased 17 J percent., the total

tonnage of British shipping has increased by 164 per cent;
and instead of having to mourn over a ruined industry, the

outcry has been and still is, that we cannot find Britons to

man our navy, but are obliged to engage for the purpose
Spaniards, Dutchmen, Lascars, Chinamen, and Negroes,

wherever we can pick them up. And that the increased

navy has not been kept idle, will be seen by reference to

the tonnage of the British vessels entered with cargoes in

the years 1 840-1-2, compared with that of the years 1872-3-4.

The average of the first three years was 2,762,984 tons,

while the average of the latter three years was 12,455,281
tons, being an increase of 350 per cent. After this we
need not grudge the foreigner a share of our prosperity,

especially as every additional foreign ship bringing produce
to our ports does really add wealth to our own people

;

and I think we ought to look with complacency upon the

fact that the foreign tonnage entering with cargoes has in-

creased from 1,117,996 tons to 6,138,852 tons, or 450 per
cent, in the same period.

The grand truth brought out and emphasised by Free
Trade is, that it enables millions of people more to live in

the home land, and to live with less exertion than they
could do without it; that it stimulates intellect, improves
machinery, and increases the produce of the land, the foundry,

the machine-shop, and the loom, and by exchange of pro-
ducts helps us to utiHse the prolific stores of the tropical

and semi-tropical regions of the earth, and by extending our
trading intercourse, to extend also at the same time our
own measure of civilisation.
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" A B C " of the League, 96.

Acland, Mr., 76.

Address of deputies to London Con-

ference, 63.

Address to Rochdale working-men

(Mr. Bright's), 68.

*' Age of Bronze " (Byron), quoted,

23-

Agricultural Protection Society, 42.

Alnwick, meeting at, 124.

Althorp, Lord, 7.

Anti-Bread-Tax Circular, 75 ; ditto,

no.

Anti-Corn-Law Association, the

first, 13.

Anti-Corn-Law League (see League)

.

Anti-Slavery Society, meeting of, 30.

Appendix, 259.

Ashworth, Edmund, 16, 21, 256.

Ashworth, Henry :—First meeting

with Mr. Cobden, 13 ; plans

Anti-Corn-Law agitation with

Mr. Cobden, 14; establishes

British School in Bolton, 16 ;

promotes incorporation of Bol-

ton, 17; agitates z'. Corn Laws
in Manchester Chamber of Com-
merce, 20 ; helps to form the

T

League, 21 ; attends meeting of

Anti-Slavery Society, 30 ; ac-

cused by Sir Robert Peel of being

in favour of Protection to sugar,

27 ; entertains Col. P. Thomp-
son, 36 ; entertains Lord John
Mannexs and Hon. M. Smythe,

38 ; attacked in Parliament by
Mr. Ferrand, 38 ; visits Earl

Fitzwilliam, Lord Radnor, Lord
Clarendon,and Lord Lansdowne,

44; attends deputation to Cabinet

Ministers, 57 ; accused by Sir

James Graham of being a "level-

ler," 62 ; writes address to peo-

ple of London, 73 ; speech at

indignation meeting v. charge

against Mr. Cobden, 88 ; goes on
deputation to North of England
and Scotland, 96 ; gives evidence

before Committee on Land, 192 ;

moves resolution for ;^250,ooo

fund, 200 ; seconds resolution for

releasing subscribers to ditto, 217;

gets up Cobden Fund, 241 ; at-

tends deputation to Paris on
Commercial Treaty, 246 ; tribute

to by Mons. Chevalier, 256.
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B.

Bankes, Mr., M.P., 84.

Bastiat, Mons. Frederic, on the i

League, 26.
I

Bazaar in Covent Garden, 186.
j

Bazaar in Manchester, 46.

Bazley, Mr. Thomas, M.P., 90, i

241.

Bedford, meeting at, 109.

Bentinck, Lord George, 205.

Bishop of Manchester (quoted), 256.

Bolton, incorporation of, 17.

Boston Free Trade Chib, 83.

Bowring, Sir John, 10, 13, 100.

Branch Associations of the League
formed, 23.

Bright, Mr. John, M.P. :—Birth

and parentage, 18 ; first meeting

with Mr. Cobden, 18 ; character

and oratory of, 18 ; M.P. for

Durham, 18 ; M.P. for Birming-

ham, 19 ; address to working-

men of Rochdale, 68 ; honorary

member of Boston Free Trade
Club, 83 ; number of meetings

addressed by, icx). !

Brill, meeting at, 76.
j

Brotherton, Mr. J., M.P., 220.

Buckingham, Duke of, 33, 42, 74. j

Bury St. Edmunds, meeting at, 129. j

C.

" Caged Rats," 39.

Canterbury, meeting at, 132.

Carlyle, Thomas, on Corn Laws,

83.

Cattle, importation of foreign, 261.

Cayley, Mr., Protectionist legislation

of, 48.

Chamber of Commerce, Manchester,
its foundation, 7.

Chandos clause in Reform Bill, 185.

Chartists oppose the League, 32.

Chartists, meetings of, and strike,

67.

Chelmsford, meeting at, 123.

Cheshire, bad farming of, 157.

Chevalier, Mons. Michel :—Invites

Mr. Cobden to Paris, 241 ; on
the French Treaty of Commerce,
252 ; on Cobden and the League,

255.

Chichester, meeting at, 201.

Circular, Anti-Corn-Law, 24.

Circular of London conference, 55.
Clarendon, Lord, 44, 232.

Coalition of Corn-Law defenders

and Colonial Protectionists, 30.

Cobbett, William, 4.

Cobden, Mr. Richard :—Birth and
parentage, 13; first meeting
with Mr. Henry Ashworth, 13 ;

conceives Free Trade agitation,

14 ; early business engagements,

15; M.P. for Stockport, 33;
first speech in Parliament, 34 ;

speech v. sliding scale, 48

;

charge of assassination against,

84 ; number of meetings

addressed by, 100 ; secret of his

success, no; tribute to by Sir

Robert Peel, 206 ; testimonial

to, 221 ; ditto, subscribers to,

222 ; ditto, acknowledgment of,

223 ; speech on revival of the

League, 227 ; visits United
States, 241 ; visits Paris, 241 ;

fund (second), 241 ; fund, sub-

scribers to, 242; negotiates

French Commercial Treaty, 244;
ungrateful treatment of by Go-
vernment, 247; minor under-

takings of, 253; pamphlet on
'

' Russia, Turkey, and England,

"

253 ; efforts to promote freedom
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of the press, 253 ; reluctance to
j

speak, 254 ; devotion to League,

254-

Colchester, meeting at, 117.

Corn Law :—Origin of, i ; Cate-

chism, 10 ; Rhymer, 13 ; Bill of

Sir Robert Peel, 1842, 51 ;

Repeal Bill, moved and carried,

204.

County meetings (see also " Meet-

ings "), 99-

County registration movement, 185.

Covent Garden meetings (see also

"Meetings") :—First, 151 ; se-

cond, 175 ; others, 184.

Curry powder, to allay hunger, sug-

gested, 43.

D.

Deputies, a great meeting of in Lon-

don, 46, 52.

Derby, Lord :—Premier of Protec-

tionist Government, 224 ; decla-

tion in favour of Protection, 240.

"Devil's claw," 115.

Dickens, Charles, 149.

Disraeh, Mr. Benjamin, 195, 233.

Doncaster, meeting at, 44.

Dorchester, meeting at, 106.

Drummond, Mr., assassinated, 84.

Drury Lane Theatre, meetings at

(see also "Meetings"), 42, 139.

E.

East Lothian, farming in, 96.

Eight shillings' duty proposed, 32.

Elliot, Ebenezer, the " Corn Law
Rhymer," 13 ; poems of, 39.

" England, Ireland, and America,"

pamphlet by Cobden, 13.

Export trade, before and after Free

Trade, 262.

Export trade, home produce, tables

illustrative of, 272.

Export trade, foreign produce, tables

illustrative of, 280.

Ferrand, Mr. W. B., M.P., 38, 117.

Financial crisis, 198.

Financial Reform Almanac, 263.

Financial Reform Association, 255.

Financial Reformer, the, 82.

FitzvA'illiam, Earl, 43, 74, 81.

Fortnightly Revircv, Mr. Slagg's ar-

ticle in, on the French Treaty,

248.

Fox, Mr. W. J., 100, 169, 190, 202.

French Treaty of Commerce, nego-

tiation of, 244.

French Treaty of Commerce, results

of, 247.

French Treaty of Commerce, Mr. J.

Slagg on, 248.

Gibson, Mr. T. M., M.P., 234.

Gladstone, Mr. W. E., M.P., 60,

79, 255.

Graham, Sir James, 27, 33, 57, 6o>

198.

Greg, Mr. W. R., pamphlet on

sugar monopoly, 30.

H.

Henley, Mr., M.P., 138.

Herbert, Mr. Sidney, 195.

Hereford, meeting at, 127.
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Hertford, meeting at, 106.

Hood, Tom (" Song of the Shirl'*),

39.

Hope, George, essay of, 97.

Hume, Mr. Joseph, M.P., 28.

Hume, Mr. J. D., 10, 82.

Hunt, Mr. Henry, 3.

Huntingdon, meeting at, 1 14.

Huskisson, Mr., his commercial

policy, 28, 106.

I.

Import trade, before and after Free

Trade, 261 j tables illustrative of,

264.

Knatchbull, Sir Edward, 114, 132.

L.

Ladies, work of, 189.

Lancashire and Yorkshire, influence

of, 214.

Land, special burdens on, 191.

League, the :—Formation ofnational

Anti-Corn-Law League, 21 ; first

subscription to of;^io, 22 ; Mr.

J. B. Smith president, 22 ; Mr.

Wm. Rawson treasurer, 22 ; Mr.

Geo. Wilson president, 33 ;

offices in London, 42 ; subscrip-

tions for, 45 ; admitted by the

Times to be "a great fact," 45 ;

portraits of prominent members

of, 45 ; Council issues an address,

64 ; increased efforts by lectures

and tracts, 71; ;^50,000 sub-

scription, 73 ; sends papers to

every farmer, 134; expenditure

of, 151 ; new programme of,

154 ; county registration move-

ment, 185 ;
;,^ioo,ooo fund, 185,

190; ;^250,ooo fund, 200; re-

vival of, 225 ; result of labours

of, 228 ; renewed subscriptions

to, 239.

League, The (newspaper) on Covent

Garden bazaar, 187.

Lecturers, appointment of, 22.

Lewes, meeting at, 126.

Liskeard, meeting at, 105.

London, resolution of Common
Council V. Corn Laws, 73.

London, meetings in (see " Metro-

politan Meetings").

Loudon, Mrs., 78, 80.

Lowe, Rev. Mr., of Forfar, 29, 58.

M.

Macaulay, Lord, 52.

" Maddest thing " Lord Melbourne

ever heard of, 43.

Maidstone, meeting at, 115.

Manchester, meetings at (see League)

;

Chamber of Commerce, 7 ;

" cradle of the League," 201 ;

School, 231, 238.

Martin, Theodore (" Life of Prince

Consort"), 205.

Martineau, Miss, on the League, 26,

195 ; on the Chartists, 71 ; on the

charge of assassination, 94 ; on

the Covent Garden bazaar, 186.

McLaren, Mr. Duncan, M.P., 46.

Meetings :—Manchester (first pub-

lic), 1840, 25 ; Stevenson's

Square, Manchester, 32 ; Drury

Lane Theatre, 42 ; Doncaster,

44 ; of 600 Deputies in London,

1842, 46; of Chartists in Man-
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Chester, 67 ; in Town Hall,

Manchester, 1842, 72 ; Brill, 76;

Manchester, to repudiate the

charge of assassination v. Cob-

den, 87:

—

County meetings, 99;

Norwich, loo ; Taunton, 102 ;

Liskeard, 105 ; Hertford, 106

;

Dorchester, 106 ; Uxbridge,

108; Bedford, 109; Rye, 11 1 ;

Huntingdon, 114; Penenden

Heath, 115; Maidstone, 115;

Colchester, 117; Chelmsford,

123 ; Alnwick, 124 ; Winches-

ter, 125 ; Lewes, 126 ; Here-

ford, 127 ; Bury St. Edmunds,

129 ; Salisbury, 130 ; Canter-

bury, 132; Reading, 133; Ox-

ford, 135 '.—Metropolitan, 139 ;

Drury Lane Theatre, 139

;

Covent Garden Theatre (first),

151, (second), 175 ; list ot

others, 184 ; Manchester, 196 ;

ditto, 199 ; Chichester {Pro-

tectionist), 201 ; Manchester,

final meeting of League, 207 ;

ditto, on revival of League, 225.

Melbourne, Lord, 26, 43.

Morning Chronicle, the, 44, 85.

Morning Post, the, on the Covent

Garden meeting, 174.

Motion for repeal of Corn Law in

Parliament, 26.

Mountcashel, Lord, 114, 132, 178.

Municipal Corporations Act, 16.

N.

National education, early move-

ment of, 16.

Navigation laws, 284.

Norfolk, Duke of, suggests "curry-

powder," 43.

Northumberland, Duke of, 1 79.

O.

O'Connell, Mr., 13, 26 ; speech at

Covent Garden, 177.

Over-production, 163.

Oxford, meeting at, 135.

Palmerston, Lord, obstructs Cobden

in French Treaty, 244.

Paulton, Mr. A. W., 13, 22, 100.

Peel, Sir Robert :—Opposes in-

quiry into Com Law, 12 ; speech

on Mr. Villiers' motion, 27 ;

deputations to (1840), 29 ;

Prime Minister (1841), 33 ;
pro-

poses 20/- duty, 47; introduces

new Tariff Bill, 50; a Free-

Trader in all but corn, 50 ; re-

ceives great deputation (1842),

57 ; resignation and re-appoint-

ment, 199 ; moves repeal of

Corn Laws, 203 ; speech when
taking leave of office, 206 ; tri-

bute to by Cobden, 210.

Penenden Heath, meeting at, ii5.

" People's Anthem," the, 41

Peterloo, 4.

Petition to Parliament in favour of

Free-Trade (1820), 10

Philips, Mr. Mark, M.P., 31.

Pox-traits of League Council, 45.

Potter, Sir Thomas, 16, 91.

Prince Consort in Parliament, 205.

Printed calicoes, statute against, 6 ;

made lawful wear, 6.

'
' Progress of the Nation " (pam-

phlet), 14.

Protection on wheat, burden of, 82
;

personified, 117 ; rationale of,

202.
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Protest against sliding scale of

1842, 47.

Protest of Seven Lords v. Corn

Law, 2.

Q.

"Qualify, qualify, qualify," 186.

Quarterly Review, the, 153.

R.

Rawson, Mr. Wm., 22.

Reciprocity Association, 250.

Religion v. Free-Trade, 230,

Repeal of Corn Law (see Corn Law).

Report of London deputies {1842),

52.

"Responsibility" of Sir Robert

Peel, 84.

Revival of League (see League).

Richmond, Duke of, 42, 181.

Rochdale, strike in, and district, 67.

Roebuck, Mr., 86.

Rossendale, Forest of, 193.

Russell, Sir John :— Proposes 8/-

fixed duty (1841), 32 ; seconds

Mr. Villiers' motion (1842), 52 ;

Premier, 195 ; declares for Free

Trade, 204 ; tribute to by Cob-

den, 210.

S.

" Sacred month," proposed by

Chartists, 67.

Salisbury, meeting at, 130.

Shaftesbury, Earl, 198.

Shipping and Tonnage, before and

after Free Trade, tables illus-

trative of, 286.

Siege of Bolton, 36.

Slagg, Mr. John, 241 ; deputation

to Paris, 246 ; article in Fort-

nightly Review on French treaty,

248.

Sliding scale (1828), 8.

Sliding scale, Sir Robert Peel's

(1842), 47.

Smith, Mr. J. B., 9, 21.

" Song of the Shirt," 39.

Stand in Pilkington, 193.

Standaj'd, the, 163.

Stanley, Lord, 43, 79, I93, 214-

Stevenson's Square, meeting in,

32.

Stockmar, Baron, 206.

" Stockport to Let," 54.

Stuart, Mr. Robert, 22.

Subscriptions to Cobden fund (see

"Cobden"); to League, (see

"League").

Sim, the (newspaper), 36, 45.

T.

Tamboff (Russia) supply of wheat

from, 43.

Tariff Bill, Sir Robert Peel's

(1842), 50.

Taunton, meeting at, 102.

Thompson, Col. Perronet, M.P.,

10, 36, 78, 81.

Thompson, Mr. Poulett, M.P., 6.

Times, the language of v. League,

75 ; on Cobden and assassination

charge, 85 ; burned, 202.

Tooke, Mr. Thomas, 10

Tracts, Anti-Corn-Law, 77.

Tyrrel, Sir John T., 117.

U.

Uxbridge, meeting at, 108.
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V.

Villiers, Hon. C. Pelham, 12, 26.

W.

Watkin, Mr. Absalom, 87.

Wellington, Duke of, 33, 34, 199.

Westminster, Marquis of, (a Free-

Trader), 185.

Willougliby d'Eresby, Lord, 74.

Wilson, Mr. George :—appointed
president of League, 33 ; speech

at Drury Lane, 139 ; speech at

Covent Garden (first meeting),

152; (second meeting), 175 ; on

bazaar,
1
1 89 ; on revival ofLeague,

226.

Wilson, Mr. James, 176.

Winchester, meeting at, 125.

Winchester, Earl, 176.

Witnesses v. Corn Laws, 120, 122.

Womans' memorial, 71.
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